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eginning Of Local Public Schools
T here  w ere no pub lic  schools in 

th e  colonies during  M exican ru le. 
T he colonists asked  fo r a system  
of schools, but the coun try  w as 
poor and th e re  w as little  favorab le 
sen tim en t am ong M exican leaders 
to w ard  p o pu la r education. In  the  
first convention ever held  bv the 
people of Texas, th a t of 1832. 
delega te  from San F elipe p resen t­
ed a petition , to be sent to  Mexico, 
ask ing  for a donation of land for 
a public  school system .

O ne of the causes given for 
dec la ra tion  of independence from  
M exico was the fa ilu re  of that 
co u n try  to establish  a system  of 
education  in  Texas. In the con­
stitu tion  of the Republic of Texas, 
w hich was w ritten  in 1836 w hile 
S an ta ' 5 a rm y  was besieging the 
Mar >, a clause, reading: " I t shall 

be th e  du ty  of Congress, as soon 
as l ^ in stan ces w ill perm it, to 
p rov ide by law  a general system  
of education ,” was included.

W hen L am ar was president 
(1838-1841), he urged Congress to 
do some th ing  for the schools. He 
w as so ea rnest in his recom m enda­
tions th a t he has becom e know n 
as the' patron  saint of the-- Texas 
educational system . In 1838. Con­
gress passed a bill p roviding that 
every  county ,-hould have th ree 
leagues (13,284 acres) of land set 
aside for the purpose of estab lish ­
ing  schools. But tile counties w ere 
slow in surveying the land and 
it w as not un til a fte r the W ar 
betw een the S tates th a t Texas 
rea lly  began to organize and im ­
prove its  school system .

In 1854, du ring  P ease’s adm inis­
tra tion , the legislature passed a

most im portan t school law. This 
ac t set aside $2,000,000 of the  
m oney received from  the United 
S tates as a perm anen t school fund. 
Texas, as you know, received S10.- 
000,000 for the se ttlem ent of her 
boundary  claim s. This was the be­
ginning of our p resen t perm anen t 
school fund  w hich has now grown 
to over $100,000,000.

One public school for each coun­
ty seem s an hum ble provision, b u t ' streets.

The enrollm ent had grow n to 
81 in 1897. T. A. Colem an, fa ther 
of G rady Colem an, succeeded 
Sm ith as head of G ladew ater 
School, which had now a to tal of 
two teachers. Miss M innie Foshee, 
la te r Mrs. M innie B arker, w as tho 
o ther teacher. These tw o tau g h t 
in a fram e school house in the 
block now enclosed by Dean, 
Q uitm an, F erry , and U pshur

ii was a beginning, and afte r a 
hundred  years, we are still try ing 
to im prove our school system.

In 1865 a m an nam ed J a r  
D ean and  his fam ily  left A labam a 
in search  of good farm  lands. They 
trave led  th rough  Mississippi, L ou­
isiana, and into East Texas w here  
they  found the land that they 
wanted. It was fertile, and w ll 
supplied w ith  w ate r from  a n e a r­
by creek.

O ther fam ilies moved near the 
Deans, and soon a com m unity w as 
form ed. The new  settlers, and th e  
ft xos & Pacific Railw ay Com ­
pany, in about 1872, jointly  nam ed 
the new com m unity  “G ladew ater.” 
T here w as established a sta tion  
near G lade Creek,* from  w hich 
spring w ate r was used to fill a 
w ater tow er serving locomotives.

G ladew ater g rew  and prospered 
as an  ag ric u ltu re  center, and in 
tim e schools and  churches w ere 
built.

In 1894, J. H enry Sm ith taught 
a one-teacher school in a fram e 
building. He served as su p e rin ten ­
dent. p rincipal, and classroom  
teacher fo r less than 50 pupils. 
Sm ith  la te r becam e County S u p er­
intendent in G regg County.

L. L. Je te r , T. W. Lee, A. H. P h il­
lips, T. T. S tu rd ivan t, S. D. Todd, 
C raw ford  Vernon and  R obert 
Wood, secretary .

S. V. P e r r in e  served th e  G lade­
w ater Schools in 1933-34. Follow ­
ing P e rr in e  w as I). T. Sm ith, 1934- 
39.

In 1935, the  m ain building of the  
e lem en ta ry  school was built. Also 
the ju n io r  high part, th e  boys’ 
gym nasium , and  the tow er w ere  
added  to the  high school building. 
The to w er now  stands v isib le from  
m iles aw ay  on every  app roach  to 
the city, and  people who su rv ived

GHS Business Education Department 
Celebrates 20th Birthday This Year

An expanded  enro llm en t m ade I the boom  days and  refused  to set-

1931 and servedLUTHER KENDALL moved to  G ladew ater 
the  school board for several years beginning in 1937. He and  his 
w ife reside at 823 N Main and he is re tired  from  the Magnolia 
Oil Com pany, having served  w ith  this com pany fo r 31 years. He 
now runs a sm all gun shop, m ain ly  as a hobby. The K endalls 
have reared  two sons who both attended  the  G ladew ate r schools.

it necessary to p rov ide m ore J Ie 
quate  room, n 1902 * tow ns-
pe Ie bought the land w here th  
elem en tary  school now  stands nd 
b u ilt a tw o-story build ing v ch 
had four classroom s dow nsta irs 
and a single arge room  upsta irs.

Septem ber 20 1920, the presi 
dent of l ie school board, A. D. 
Palm er. 1 rt the th e  board 
had h ired  four teachers. The 
nam es and  salaries agreed upon 
w ere  as follows: Louis F. Benson 
of Mf. P it it, as principal, at 
a sa la ry  of $166.65 per m onth; 
Mrs. Louis F. Benson, p rim ary  
teacher, $85.00 p er m onth ; Miss 
Lola Jackson  for firs t in te rm ed ia te  
g rades a t a sa la ry  of $100.00 per 
m onth ; and  Miss M argare t M onroe 
of Longview, for second high in ­
te rm ed ia te  grades a t a sa lary  of 
$100 per m onth. T h ree  colored 
teachers w ere also  em ployed.

In N ovem ber of 1920, the crow d­
ed conditions of the school m ade 
it obligatory  that all ch ild ren  un ­
der school age w ith d raw  from  
school. This y ea r ch ild ren  w ere 
tran sfe rred  from  Point P leasant 
com m unity  to the  G ladew ater 
School.

On M ay 19, 1921, th e  school 
board  voted to call an  election 
for floating bonds to bu ild  a brick 
building. The voters w ent to  the 
polls and cast the ir votes for the 
bonds. As the resu lts  of the elec­
tion. a p re tty  red brick  school 
house at the elem en tary  school 
site  was Completed in 1922. A, J. 
S anders was superin tenden t from  
1921-24, and  C harles A. Shelby 
served from  1924-25. W ith W. H. 
Lewis, superin tenden t from  1926- 
31.

The G ladew ate r Independent 
School D istrict was incorporated  
M ay 8, 1920, and established A u­
gust 3, 1920. In 1923 th e  G lade­
w ater County Line Independen t 
School D istrict becam e the nam e 
of tile local school d istric t.

The magic touch of oil put ; 
G ladew ater on tine m ap. At the  I 
tim e oil was discovered near the ! 
tow n in 1930, slightly  m ore than 
500 people lived in the then  u n in ­
corporated town. It was dependent 
upon tim ber and agricu ltu re. Then 
oil cam e—alm ost overnight the 
to w n ’s population jum ped and the 
boom w as on. Board sidew alks 
and m uddy stree ts  w ere busy 
places. As the huge East Texas 
field developed, civic-m inded c iti­
zens banded together to build a 
city. It w as 1936 before G ladew a­
te r settled dow n and  from th a t 
tim e un til the p resen t day it has 
continued to build for perm anence.

By Septem ber, 1931, the red  
brick could not house all the school 
children . It w as inadequate, for 
the educational task. S ingle w all 
fram e class rooms soon covered 
every  available space of the cam ­
pus. While w aiting  for some of 
the firs t buildings, classes w ere 
held in busses. Some classes w ere 
held in two sh ifts  w ith children 
a ttend ing  only a half day.

In 1932 the .school had grow n 
to the ex ten t th a t com m encem ent 
exercises had to be held out-of- 
doors.

F rom  1933 forw ard  have been 
golden years of the  school in 
G ladew ater. In th a t y ea r the p res­
ent high school build ing was com ­
pleted in tim e for the  com m ence­
m ent to be in the  new  auditorium . 
Mr. J. W. O’Banion w as su p e rin ­
tendent in 1931-33. T he school 
board m em bers in 1933 w ere: J . 
W. Dickson, G. C. D unaw ay, J . 
A. G odfrey, J. E. H aw kins, J . C. 
Jackson. F red  Je te r , L. A. Je te r ,

tie bai l in to  obscurity. The A gri 
cult u re lding was idf u to 
h igh school and the k in d erg arten  
p rim a ry  6 1  tex was added to the 
e lem en ta ry  building.

G lad ew ate r Publu  Schools’ Al-
a Matt (lids and m usic by

Cothbt a M adison O’Neal, who 
was I nd  d irec to r in 1935 and

136, ■ is given us It w as I ii
lished i 1936 annual.

F. C. M cConnell in 1939-42 
(M rs. M cConnel finished ou t Mc­
C onnell’s la s t term . He w ent into 
the se rv ic e r  J . J, T rau g h b er in 
1942-45; Nut W illiams in 1945-47; 
E. D. C land in H47-50 served 
the  schools as superin tendents. !

D ana W illiam s cam e to the  pub- j 
lie schools of G ladew ater as su p e r­
in tenden t in 1950.

The courses of study and the  co­
cu rr icu la r  activ ities offered  by the 
G lad ew ate r Schools are am ong the 
best o ffered  by any public school 
of the S ta te  of Texas. Its sum m er 
program  for both adults and ch ild ­
ren is excellent.

The ad m in istra tiv e  s ta ff  and  the 
faculty  a re  Well prepared for th e ir  
w ork and s triv e  at all tim es to be 
ot serv ice  to the school, the 
church, and  the com m unity  of 
which they  are  a part. Included in 
the p resen t adm in istra tive  s ta ff 
a re  D ana W illiam s, su p e rin ten d ­
ent, J . A. Jones, adm in; ive 
assistan t. G eorge Lipscom b, p r in ­
cipal of the jun io r-sen io r high 
sch o o l,-J . K. K earns, d irec to r of 
studen t activ ities, and  C a l v i n  
B rannen , p rincipal of the e lem en­
ta ry  school.

W ork is un d er way for a new- 
elem en ta ry  school building, a new  
gym nasium  for the high school, 
and a new  school building, and 
sw im m ing pool for the colored 
people.

Tw enty years ago, Septem ber, 
1934, the Business Education De­
p artm en t cam e into being in the  
then  new  building of the G lade­
w ater High School. Miss Elizabeth 
Benson of G alveston, arm ed  w ith 
a B achelor and a M aster of B usi­
ness A dm inistration  Degree from 
the U niversity  of Texas, and J. D. 
B ryant, w ith  a Bachelor of 
Science in Com m erce from  North 
Texa ate Teachers C liege, 
w ere he first chere in this new 
depart lent. Miss Benson is better 

own in G lew uter at the pres- 
t tim e as Mrs .Harold Victory, 

404 Live Oak. Miss Benson and  
Br an t la id  f b i  d a  t i  o n  

1 Ii ic rig th is new dup, rtment 
a cl how w 1} they bi It it is 

ll very evtge 20 years later. 
Th- y set up  an I t  How d a  s tan d ­
a rd  of woi of .'iich* high quality

that the  courses in  shorthand , ty p ­
ing, bookkeeping an d  salesm anship  
q u i c k l y  received  accred itation  
from  the  S ta te  D epartm en t of Ed­
ucation. In the school year 1935- 
36 secreta ria l tra in in g  w as added, 
as was business law , and these 
two courses w ere given accred ita­
tion. This m ean t th a t the w ork 
done by the s tuden ts, under the 
supervision of these teachers, w as 
o! such  quality  th a t it would be 
accepted by leges th roughout 
he coun try  for college entrance. 

iv [ss Benson taugh t iii the G lade­
w a te r  B usiness Education D ep art­
ure it from  193* th rough  M »y, 1938. 
B ryan t w as here from  1934 to 
May, 1941. ,

Miss Em ily Fergus* w itl a 
Bachelor Dt en from  I t Te ­

s ta te . tined he  d ep artm en t in 
1937 and  rem ained  un til 1941. On

Printing. Photography Deportments 
Installed At High School In 1939

Local Libraries 
Adequately Filled

In 1939 S uperin tenden t E. C. 
M cConnell w ith the  school board 
setting  out to  en large the voca­
tional field, installed  iii the high 
school tw o additional departm ents, 
the p rin ting  d epartm en t and  pho­
tography  departm en t. The purpose 
was designed ti teach the la test 
type of p rin ting  and  give the  s tu ­
dents p rac tica l experience in 
p rin ting  the  school paper and 
yearbook th rough  the offset m e­
thod and  p rin ting  school form s by 
the le tte r  press m ethod.

The firs t teachers in tile d e p a rt­
m ents w ere p rin ting  in struc to r A. 
F. Cam pbell and  photography in­
s tru c to r  C. L. York. They prin ted  
the 1939-46 ;arbook in the school 
shop. A t th a t tim e th e re  w as one 
p rin ting , one photography, and 
on.* an n u a l class. The paper was 
w ritten  and edited by English 
classes* tau g h t by Miss M aude Hall.

In 1940-^I the departm en ts grew  
to include Y ork, w ho taugh t one 
class of journalism  (school annual) 
and tw o classes in photography. 
R obert C ham bers taught one or 
two classes in journalism , w hich 
consisted in tile w riting  and m ak ­
ing up the  B ear Facts, the school 
paper.

Tile paper, football program , 
yearbook, and most office and 
school d istric t p rin tin g  was done 
by the N. Y. A. and T. Ss I. classes

The G lad ew ate r Public Schools w ith thc  tw o  h i”h school p rin ting
have been exceedingly fo rtu n a te  
in h av in g  lib rary -m inded  adm in is­
tra to rs  who have m ade possible 
adequate  lib rary  facilities in all 
the  system . Throughout the sta te  
of T exas th e re  a re  m any schools 
w hich do not have the lib ra ry  
services tha t a re  necessary  to e n ­
rich the school curricu lum  and  to 
fu rn ish  th e  recreational read ing  
needs of th e ir  students, The m ain ­
tenance of high standards in up- 
to-date lib ra rie s  and thc em ploy­
m ent of w ell-tra ined  lib ra rian s 
have gained for the G ladew ater

school system  a very high ra ting  
by the  S ou thern  Association of 
Schols and  Colleges.

From  a few  books placed in 
classroom s the  lib raries of the 
G ladew ate r schools have grow n to 
four w ell-organized, w ell-adm in is­
tered  book collections.

classes under the direction  of 
C harles E. Woodson w ho cam e 
from  Denton, w here he had  been 
a p rin te r pressm an for T. S. C. W.

Tw enty  > t u cl c u t s  attended  
classes half a day in the  N. Y. A. 
and T. & I. classes. The p rin tin g

son’s and fork ’s classes and cut 
them to one class of photography, 
one of printing, and one of annual 
work. He taught from the fall of 
1942 to September 1944, when 
Woodson was again employed.

T h e  end of the war saw  another 
change in which the printing, pho­
tography, and journalism (annual) 
classes grew from one to two  
classes each. Woodson taught up 
until m id-sem ester of 1949. J .  T. 
C r u s e  filled out that year and 
taught until spring of 1950. R. I. 
Washburn was then employed and 
the printing department went 
through another change. The a rt 
work and layout of the school an­
nual was given to the  Art De­
partment under t h e  direction of 
Bill Neale. The printing and pic­
ture tak ing  and developing re­
mained in the printing, photo­
graphy, and annual classes.

Old and worn out equipm ent 
was replaced under the supervis­
ion of Superintendent Dana Wil­
liams and Principal George Lips­
comb p r e s e n f administration 
heads. They have a l so  overseen 
the installation of a plant u n e x ­
celled in the state as means «>: oft 
set printing. The offset press that 
was purchased in 1947 w,»s com­
pletely rebuilt, and new photo­
graphy equipment purchased to 
help give a more complete course

J L. Rowe, a former student of 
C. E. Woodson, is now teaching 
the prin ting  and photography 
classes.

1938, Miss Wood ie Mac Anderson,
from  the U niversity  of Texas, was 
added to the staff, having a te n u re  
of only one year. Iii 1941 Robert 
W. Cham bers, from North Texas 
S tate , joined the staff as teacher 
of Jou rna lism  II, Business English, 
and  Com m ercial Law. Cham bers 
w as on th e  faculty only th a t one 
year. W illiam  G arland Button, 
from  East Texas S tate  cam e into 
Hie departm en t in 1941 as teacher 
of bookkeeping and typing. B utton  
w as a m em ber of the faculty  from 
1941 to 1943. Miss K athleen N ich­
ols w as added to the staff in 1941 
and rem ained  until 1944, Miss 
K th ryn  Cum s replaced Miss 
Nichols in 1944, severing her con­
nection w ith  the school in 1948.

E ast T exas S tate, took over th* 
Business E ducation Department 
and is on the  s ta ff a t R e p re se n t 
tim e.

In 1950 a now field arf business 
education was added, „4kn own as 
d is trib u tiv e  education, ^ i t h  Fred 
F au lkner as instructor. After two 
years, F au lk n e r resigned,* and
replaced by John  B le v in s  who is 
a t present tin* in stru c to r ©f that
field of w ork  and who, alsoToa dies 
bookkeeping.

All of these courses in the Busi­
ness Education Department are 
ta u g h t stric tly  from the  Vocation­
al standpoint. The work is of such 
nature th a t the studen ts who come 
th rough  the  departm en t are able 
to m ake use of it in gaining a live­
lihood a fte r leaving school.

AMNESIA VICTIM
LISBON, P ortugal (U.R>—M an­

uel H enri ques, 30, was cleared of 
charges of m urdering  his w ife 

classes grew  from  one class of ten , w hen she was found alive out suf -
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OLD BETHEL CHURCH. This pic tu re  W taken in l l ’>3.f t

.students to  tw o classes of 14.
W hen w ar w as declared in De­

cem ber, 1941, six m onths la ter, 
these departm en ts saw  ano ther 
g rea t change. H aving lost all three 
instructors, they  had to s ta rt out 
reorganizing the classes and 
courses. A. B ryant then took Wood­

fo rd ^  from  loss of m em ory, in a 
Lisbon hospital. H enriques had 
been arrested  in his country  home 
and  im prisoned for m ore than a 
m onth on suspicion of m urd er a f t­
er his w ife had w andered off and 
he was unab le to account for her 
w hereabouts.

a teacher and some of her pupils who went to school in tin  Ola 
Bethel C hurch. The teacher, on the far left, is M rs. J . T Je te r. 
Included are  Otis Norton, G ruiner Bi nee, R M 'A <■*, A 
Johnston  Todd, Bell Brazzd Brown, st Hiding; sitting, bcutsjn row, 
E v a !  S t o v a l l  B urnett. Bel a ic Wood (them two w ere viJUtag that 
day); anc the  top row, s t a n d i n g  left to  r i g h t  Uh* Allison H uh by, 
M aude W atkins Wood and  A n re  Shepperd Started. T he boy stand­
ing  w ith  a hat on is Oscar V ictory, T hc bu ild ing  w ag^M ite ol>» 
when this picture was inside, but had  bta*n the  r e p l a c e m e n t  of 
ano ther build ing which had been m ade of logs TV* sam e building 
w as used for church services This p ic ture is the property of 
R M. Wood and he acquired his inform ation concerning w from 
W ll (Dump) V ictory She died at about 96 year? of agt* *fh-pro- 
ductlon  of this picture was difficult (tm* to its age ane she© s

PRECOCIOUS PERCUSSIONIST
W H EELIN G , W. Va. OI.R)—T he 

youngest m em ber of the  W heeling 
Sym phony O rchestra  w ill not be 
shaving  fo r several years. Donald 
M orehead, 13, w as taken  into the 
reg u la r o rchestra  as a d rum m er as 
soon as he tried  out for the tr a in ­
ing o rchestra . He has played w ith 
the Benw ood Union High School 
band for th ree  years, .although he 
did not en te r  the school un til th is  
year.

ANY WAY YOU WANT TO FIGURE IT

I

M r  f  5
mm. r.

P ^A pE W A T E R  ® NEW and m odern  high school gym nasium  will be located ju s t east of, an d  across the s tre e t from, the  ag ricu ltu re
building. Above is the sketch of the new  gym.

NUW WELDON SCHOOL be located pit the site- ut .Ute previous nu nu me, Pauta**
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We're Proud
OF OUR

GLADEWATER

SC H O O LS

We Are Proud Of The
Gladewated School System Because

Of its outstanding educational program.

Of its modern and up to date facilities.

O f its highly ra in ed  and efficient faculty.

BKS! STATE BANK
» . ■


