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Abbie Milner Is Teacher Who Enjoyed
AfteNding Early Gladewater Schools

It is fittin g  that, on
the celeboatioft of T exas Education  
C entennial We should pause and 
reflect en the labors of tho pub
lie-spirited people w ho toiled and 
worried ai*(\ sisucceeded in bring
mg about ar school system
it is toddyZ

The histoi-v of the developm ent 
of tf ; ; <i<nva1 County I ne
Independent School system  is the
history of actions >! people OI Vis­
it ai, peof who letir built 
petter than they knew , but w ho  
oftentimes at great personal and 
financial sacrifice , kept w orking  
for school^ for boys and
g a ls  of the G ladew ater com m uni­
ty.

No attem pt w ill be m ade to
give credit to all those persons 
whose efforts throughout the years 
were directed toward the im prove­
ment of G ladew ater schools. The 
best that can be accom plished in 
this brief outline is to show , iii 
rather broad sum m ary form, som e  
of the changes that have been  
brought about and to nam e, inci­
dentally, som e Of the tow nspeople  
who helped these changes to com e  
to pass, It is hoped that som e day 
a com plete h istory  o f G ladew ater  
and its schools w ill tie w ritten, 
giving a  e d i t ‘ w here credit is due 
to all pm.vm s w ho worked for the 
betterm ent o f th e  schools and of 
the com m unity.

G ladew ater becam e an indepen­
dent sch®dV district in 1020. In 
1924, by m m i  of the leg isla ­
ture, Ghf&sWator becam e a conn- 
ty-line independent school district. 
These even ts can  be considered as 
happening ^uOabeut the m id-point 
in G lad vw fte i's  school history.

* I  d |«  |j io  w th* t Ute first 
school Uwirttfe w ith in  the present 
city Inn iv  o f  G ladew ater w as the  
old Ilct t« l’school, or rather w as a 
school h e l l  tai th<» old Bethel B ap­
tist C h u i3 i f lo c a te d  east o f the  
present jptaffees of the* General 

erica 4,0*1 CAmel Com pany, on the old

E. D. Cleveland 
Super Of 

Palestine Schools
GI.albites w ill rem em ber E. I) 

Cleveland, lug wife, Y vonne, a n d  
daughter. Carol, w h o  lived  in 
Gladewater from 1947 to 1950 at 
w hich  ti rue he served  as superin ­
tendent of our schools. C leveland

Jins EU Sheppard p lace. This w as 
back about 1893. Old tim ers w ill 
rem em ber Miss Morgan (later Mrs. 

oh Jeteri and a Mr. Harris as 
teachers in th< B ethel school.

The first school building .hat 
was built for school purposes was 
located on a plot just east of the 
present M unicipal Hospital, about 
1896. T. A. C olem an, father of 
Grady Coleman, cam e out of Lou­
isiana to help build th is school arid 
be its teacher. Professor C lem an  
apparently had the job of co llect­
ing contributions ar,cl donations of 
m aterials and serv ices to construct 
this school. This G ladew ater school 
served the com m unity around the 
turn of the century, and about 
1902, a tw o-story fram e building  
was erected on the te now  oc­
cupied by the present elem entary  
school. The nam es of B. C. C hrist­
man and O. J. Beek worth w ill be 
rem em bered as teachers in the  
new  school around J904. Part of 
the money for the new building  
and site was raised by sale of the 
old schoolhouse and lot to the  
Church of Christ, w hich  also later  
moved its location. At th is tim e  
W S. A ustin donate d block No. 3 
of the G ladew ater tow nship, on  
which part o f tho elem entary  
school playground is  presently lo ­
cated.

U ntil G ladew ater becam e an in- 
dependent school district, there 
are few  records of the school 
transactions, and m ost of the h is­
tory of the schools must be secured  
from residents o f that era.

The boundaries of the school 
district, up to the* early  20's, fo l­
lowed the G regg County line 
boundary on the north and w est, 
the Sabine R iver on th e  s^pth, and 
the present east line which runs 
north and south just east of Lake 
De V ernia, a1! of it iii Gregg C o o n -1 
ty. This included th e  old Point j 
Pleasant school d istrict w hich  
Some w ill rem em ber by the nam e ; 
of “Possum  T rot,” and “Scratch- j 
ank le,” located ju st east of the  
T exas Com pany cam p at the 
C larksville com m unity.

The m inutes, dated  May 12. 
1920, i f the first m eeting of the  
School Board after the form ation  
of an independent district, show s  
the fo llow ing  trustees! J. F. P h il­
lips, L. A Jeter , M. P. Hanes, A 
D. Palm er, J. A. Thom pson, L. J. 
Everett, N. B. M oody. T he first 
item of business w as to elect A. 
D. Palm er, chairm an: N. B. M oody, 
secretary, and L. J. Everett, treas­
urer. Other trustees show n on the  
records of the school since that 
tim e and up to  the present

listed  below:
J. F. Phillips, L. A. Jeter, M. 

P. Hanes, N. B. M oody, A. D. P al­
mer, J. A. Thom pson, L. J. Everett, 
J. A. Bridger, C. A. M agrill, A. 
F. Shepperd, R. M. W ood, J. R. 
Bozm an, G. C. D unaw ay, C. H. 
Moore, J. P. Jackson, M T. Cole, 
A. B. Foshee, J. A. G odfrey, F. I. 
Jeter, J. C. Jackson, T. J . Sturd i­
vant, Jeff H aw kins, J. W. D ick­
son, Crawford V ernon, A. H. P h il­
lips, y . W. Lee, S. D. Todd, John  
C. Roberts, W alter B ennett, H, T. 
R eiger, Jam es R. Barcus, Frank  
Shepperd, U. R. B utts, W. M. Day, 
A m es Lawrence, Herbert Hunter, 
Jim m ie B eavers, Luther Kendall 
L. L. i a nee, C. W. S tockes, Loyce 
P hillips, s benn K incaid , Homer 
R eeves, E. L. A m es, A. A. Folsom , 
P. O. T iter , H. A. Clark, Phil 
Shipp, D. V. L oflin, Carl R andolph, 
Leon W aggoner, E verett W iseman, 
C laude b a iley , H u g h  W hite, 
Woodrow' Wood, A rlan W oods, J. 
O. Brown, C. R. S teven s, P h illips  
M oore, M. I). S w earingen , Sam  
A. Moore, Jack H earrell, D ew ey  
Gray, Harold V ictory end Archa 
Bram an.

An occasion of great im portance  
to the school d istrict took place 
in 1921. In that year, an election  
w as held for the issuance of $25,- 
000 worth of bonds for the con­
struction of the red brick school 
building w hich now  form s part of 
our present e lem en tary  school 
plant. The bonds <lorijg since re­
tired* w ere to bec< e “due and  
payable serially , 5 one year  
from  their date, end $500 each  
year up to and includ ing  the year  
1951, and $ ,000 each, year  there-

Public School 
Began 69 Years 
Ago At White Oak

are

B eginning w ith  a 20 foot by 30 
foot building and 20 students, Will 
Dunigan, White Oak's first teach­
er, set Pie pace that w as to lead  
to the present three m illion  dollar 
plant operated by a sta ff of 14 
m aintenance personnel and bus 
drivers, five cooks, three secre­
taries, a d ietician, a nurse, three 
adm inistrators, 38 teachers for the 
xluciit on of 606 students.

B efore 1885 there w as a sm all 
school building near the H aw kins 
Creek w here the A drian place now  
is. The children of the com m unity  
attended  school th ere until tin

holds a B. A * degree from B aylor  
U niversity  Sad a M. A. degree  
from Southern M ethodist U n iver­
sity. He been sum oIntendont 
in Overton,* B uda, N acogdoches, 
G ladew ater and is presently em ­
ployed in that position in P a les­
tine w here he has been since lea v ­
ing G ladew ater in 1950. He is a 
past president of the East T exas  
School M en’s Club, past president 
o f D ish it t VHI o f the T exas State  
Teach! cs A ssociation. He and his 
fam ily a t t e n d  the M ethodist 
Church and are very  active  in 
civic a ffa irs,

He has accepted  the Invitation  
o f the Board of Education to at­
tend the banquet honoring past 
school board m em bers and super­
intendents. This affair is to  be 
held ort February 6 in the high  
school cafeteria.

UL

W. M. DAY cam e to  G ladew ater  
in 1931. He i s l a n d e d  and has 
one son, B illy  Mark. The Days 
are active m em bers of tile First 
M ethodist C hurch. Day served  
on the G ladew ater School Board 
in 1935, 1936 and 1937. He has 
continued his in terest in edu ca­
tion through the years and at 
person! is on the board of d irec- 
of Loa M orris C ollege and K il­
gore C ollege. Day has served on  
various committee!*' and has 
spearheaded drives in this area 
for the Boy Scouts. He is at 
present associated  in the drug  
business and is an independent 
oil operator.

WILL DUN AG AN
teacher at W hite

C. R. STEVENS served as v ice  
chairm an of the G ladew ater  
School Board in 1952-53. He re­
signed from the board to m ove 
to T yler in 1953 and Arrha  
B ranutn w as appointed to  fill 
his place, S teven s is associated  
Wit la th e  H um ble Oil & R efin ing  
Com pany in T yler end is liv ing  
in that c ity  w ith his fa m ily  at 
the pmeewfe litae* ■*—

J E F F  H A W K I N S  cam e to  
G ladew ater in 1920 on C hrist­
mas Day. He is m arried to the  
form er * Vesta Shepperd. T hey  
have five ch ildren , Joe John, 
France, Ted, B illie  Frank and  
Jeannette. H e served on the  
achoo! board from  1931 to 1934. 
During his term  of o ffice  the  
present h igh school building w as  
begun. A $90,000 bond issue w as  
voted to erect th is building. He 
is and has been  em ployed by  
tile T&P Railroad since com ing  
to G ladew ater. H e and Mrs, 
H aw kins reship on Fact Com-

building burned in 1885. Mrs* 
M aggie Bozem an attended that 
school her first year. P lez  Harris 
and Caleb B um pus donated the  
ground for a n ew  school to be 
built near the spring betw een  tw o  
oak trees. In 1907 heirs signed  the  
deed stipulating the land to be 
used bv tho school or the church, 
In even t that th e  land w as used  
for any other purpose it reverted  
to the heirs’ estate. W ork w as do­
nated on this build ing b y  citizens 
of the com m unity. W hen it w as 
fin ished  John B um pus, grandfa­
ther of Chloe B um pus, suggester! 
th e  nam e W hite Oak because of 
th e  oak trees.

In 1885 the first school building  
w as a one-room  house 20 foot by 
30 foot, housing 20 students. As 
tim e w ent on the enrollm ent grew  
un til another teacher had to be 
hired and a room  added to the  
original building. At th is tim e  
about 30 pupils m ade up the stu ­
dent body. Later in 1912 a larger 
and better bu ild ing w as used  until 
the oil boom Came to G regg C oun­
ty.

The n ex t bu ild ing w as a fin e  
brick building w ith  ten room s and 
a large auditorium . T his building  
w as first occupied  in February of 
1933. It w as not long until the 
fast-grow ing  com m unity  n ecess i­
tated the build ing of another large  
building, so in 1934, an e ig h t-room  
building containing a large gym ­
nasium  and m any oth er con ven ­
iences w as built. T his w as occu­
pied in N ovem ber o f 1934, This 
arrangem ent proved adequate un­
til 1937 w hen a secon d  story w as 
added to the grade school, w hich  
enlarged and beau tified  the school 
im m ensely.

On N ovem ber 28, 1950, the
W hite Oak M usic D epartm ent 
build ing w hich cost approxim ately  
$85,000 w as com pleted . Jess P etty  
w as then head of the m usic d e­
partm ent.

The M usic D epartm ent contains 
eigh t sound-proof practice rooms, 
an office , ii rehearsa l room, a 
group practice room , a storage  
room, bhd a studio w h ich  is used  
for recordings. T h e bu ild ing has 
tw o  basem ents arui is equipped  
w ith  a com bination air condition­
ing and heating system .

A new  gym nasium  featuring the  
la test ath letic equ ipm ent, w as

rijplstadL in

after during th e  years 1952 
through 1961, and bearing in terest  
at the rate of Sift per cent. It was 
prety hard to find a buyer for  
G ladew ater school bonds back in  
1921 and the fu ll story, w hich  re­
flects to the credit of the school 
offic ia ls and to L. J. E verett, w ho  
purchased the bonds, should form  
a part o f the history o f th e  d ev e l­
opm ent of the G ladew ater Schools  
and the com m unity, It is in terest­
ing to note that this bond issue  
passed w ith  66 votes for and 21 
votes against.

T hroughout a ll these proceed­
ings, th e  nam e of R. M. W ood 
stands out som etim es as trustee, 
som etim es as as o h ^-collector of 
school taxes, and som etim es an  
interested  citizen . H is ow n person­
al files show  the trials and tribu­
lations w hich  he and m any other  
public-spirited citizens had to e n ­
dure in their struggle to im prove  
our schools through the years.

The n ex t m ajor happening in 
the school d istrict w as the oil 
boom. O f interest w ill be the fo l­
low ing entry in the m inutes of the  
board of trustees of October 19, 
1931: “T he danger incident to the  
bringing in of the school w ell (on 
the elem en tary  school site* w as 
discussed by the board and on m o­
tion of L. A. Jeter, w hich  carried  
the second of G. C. D unaw ay, the  
board passed an order requesting  
the ow ners of the w ell, M essrs. 
Pederson and M erritt, to arrange 
to ring in th e  school w ell durin  
the w eek -en d  holidays if possib le .” 
Oil w as a m ixed b lessing at that 
tim e, and the school wras sorely  
pressed to house the large increase  
in pupils brought in  by the oil 
boom. In so lv in g  this problem , the  
new' e lem en tary  school, the W el­
don School and the present high  
school w ere  constructed. Som e  
idea if  the e ffect of oil on pro­
perty valuations can be gained in  
tile fo llow in g  com parisons:

Tex Assessed T-Mal 
Year Rolfe Valuation T ix
102 I .............  $1 .00  $ 431,910 $ 4 319.10
1930 . 1.00 449,980 4,499.80
1040 .69 37,148.440 252.609.60
19S3 1.24 66 * 4140 826,20127

In 1932, an architect w as em ­
ployed to draw  up plans for the  
G ladew ater High School, anr» the  
G ladew ater school board began  
casting around for a proper site, 
w hich problem  w as com plicated  
exceed ing ly  by the drilling and  
producing activ ity  going on at 
that tim e. A bond issue w as ac­
cordingly passed in 1932, in the 
am ount of $100,000 for the con ­
struction of a high school in its 
presen t location , and bids w ere  
taken rn Septem ber of that ; ear. 
The contract w as awarded to It. E. 
Straw brid ge for $106,120. T he  
present a th letic  field  w as also  
com pleted  that year and the sta 
dium  added a year later. In that 
sam e year, the colored schools  
w ere all consolidated  in G ladew a­
ter and an architect w as chosen  
to draw  up plans for the W eldon  
S ch o o l.

The grow th o f G ladew ater m ade 
it necessary to go  back to the 
people of G ladew ater w ith  another  
bond issue in 19,34, in the am ount 
of $200,000 for additions to the  
high school (the addition m ade up 
m ost o f the present junior high  
section), a new  elem entary school 
(w hich is the present ligh t-co l­
ored brick building on the e le ­
m entary cam pus), and a n ew  co l­
ored school (called W eldon after  
the first principal, J. W eldon W il­
liam s).

The G ladew ater C ountv L ine  
Independent School D istrict w as  
expanded considerably in  the  
year 1940 w hen  tw o ou tly in g  d is­
tricts, the P ritchett School D is­
trict and the Evergreen School 
D istrict (Friendship) voted to con­
so lidate w ith  G ladew ater. T w o ad­
ditional d istricts w ere added later, 
the Joy D istrict in 1948 and the 
Starrville  D istrict in 1950, to bring

M iss A Lbie M ilner, w ho is now  
teacher in  the G ladew ater E le­
m entary School, m oved to G lade­
w ater w ith  her m other, brothers, 
and grandparents near the close  
of W orld W ar I. She attended the  
third and \ fourth grades in the  
G ladew ater E lem entary School. 
The b u ild in g  w as a tw o story 
fram e w ith ou t running w ater and 
w as eq uipped  w ith  wood burning  
n Thoi-e w ere e d ays w hen
the be cl: oyed goin / out for 

[iris en . >yed going  
out to  dust rasers according o 
M iss Mil ler.

Blocker Atis t-. principal the  
year befor< land had gone to the  
Arm y. There? w< e  three princi-
pa the : iv ti year as here
as a third grape  «  _ student, but these
m en w ere ca lled  into governm ent 
sere • during the By the
end of the trem  here v, re only  
three dv teachers in the school, 
fh e  three remteining ache s w ere  
Mrs. M oore w h o  le ft G ladew ater 
cr go to  Tylejr; Miss B irdie F ite  
who later m alm  H ubert ce, 
a druggist in {M arshall; and Miss 
Lola Jackson a/ho is the daughter  
of J im  Jackson! of G ladew ater and

is now  a secretary in N ew  York  
City.

T he fo llow ing  year O. E. K en­
nedy w a s  superintendent of 
schools and his w ife  taught pri­
m ary grades. Other facu tly  m em ­
bers w ere M iss Lynn S ta ff and  
Miss A nnie N olen  w ho is n ow  Mrs. 
Roy, Laird, K ilgore.

Miss M ilner b e lieves that these 
teachers W'erc v e r y  exce llen t  
teachers wL h d the interest of 
this children at • art. ‘ V , 
children, real v en joyed  school,” 
rem inisced M iss M ilner.

T here w ere tw o and n ee  
grades to a room at th is time. 
Som e of the people ‘at w ere  in 
'he room wit our r o r )  iller 
we Ermon B arker .vin is 1 w 
Dr. k ef, a bone spe<■: Ii in  
Lon w ; Dr. Bai s sister, 
Mrs. John Sparks w ho lives in 
G ladew ater (these are the child- 

of Mrs. Mil lie B arker andren

our school d istr ict to its present 
size. Space dotes not perm it us to 
g va th e  d eta ils  of these con soli­
dations nor t o .m ention the nam es 
of even  a f e w /of the fine citize s 
w ho lived  in th ose  areas and w ho  
w ere in terested  in sending their  
children  to the G lad ew ater  schools, 
and w orked tow ard  that end.

In 1948, a d d l i n s  w ere financed  
for new  school! build ings by v o t­
ing bonds in  tine am ount o f $300,- 
000. T his paid Aor the agriculture  
building, the E lem entary annex  
and the W eldoA gym nasium , a ll 
o f w hich  w ere irsed beginn ing in  
the fall of 1949. j

T he new  bond issue voted  in  
1953 for $995,00g) w ill provide a 
n ew  school at M/JeMon (to replace  
the build ing w hiqh burned in  F eb ­
ruary of 1953), a  new  sw im m ing  
pool at W eldon, ai new  gym nasium  
at the high school, a com plete  
tw o-section  elem entary  school on  
G ay A venue, anti im provem ents  
to  th e  high s x i i  ne arts b u ild ­
ing and stadium  dressing rooms. 
Sketches of the three ncv/ build- 
i projects are reproduced e ls e ­
w here in th is issuie of the paper. 
E stim ates on the dost of the three  
n ew  buUding&are s fo llow s: W el­
don School, $240JDO; gym nasium , 
$185,000; ..a y  A venue E lem entary  
School, $483,000.

T he new  W eldon School w ill be 
located on th e  site of the previous 
building. T his school s ite  com ­
prises ap proxim ately  26 acres. The 
W eldon sw im m ing pool w ill be lo ­
cated near the new' school bu ild ­
ing.

T he n ew  h igh  school gym nasium  
w ill be located  just east of and 
across th e street from  the agri­
culture bu ild ing. It w ill be ar­
ranged for tw o practice cross- 
courts and the m ain p lay ing  court 
and w ill seat in  excess of 2,000 
persons. *

T he new' elem entary  school 
w ill be located on 14‘ij acres of 
land on G ay A venu e near the in ­
tersection  w ith  H ighw ay 271. T his 
w ill be a com plete tw o-section  
school, kindergarten through 6th  
grade, and w ilj have separate  
playroom , cafeteria and auditori­
um,Tm addition to sp ecia l c la ss­
room s. C onstruction on these  
build ings was* begun last N ovem ­
ber. T he W eldon School w ill be  
com pleted by Sept. I of this year. 
T he gym nasium , due to its m ore 
sim ple construction, w ill be com ­
pleted th is sum m er and the new’ 
elem entary school w ill b e  som e  
tim e later in com pletion.

W ith the com pletion o f the n ew  
school bu ild ing program , G lad e­
w ater w ill have facilities for its 
boys and girls that w ill com pare 
favorably  w ith  any in  th e  state. 
The people of G ladew ater h ave  
a lw ays dem anded the b est obtain­
able for their  children. T he past 
50 years’ history o f G ladew ater  
schools and G ladew ater p eop le in ­
d icate that the citizens of th is 
com m unity w ill continue to do so.

n iece  and n ephew  of Mrs. W W. 
B radley); M iss M ilner’s brother, 
Harry, u'ho now  lives at V elasco; 
P au lin e  B ell w ho is now  Mrs. 
Sipes; Ray Johnson w ho is now  
Mrs. Jim  B ell of A m arillo  and is 
the daughter of Mrs. A lice John­
son o f G ladew ater; O leen and R. 
C. B urnett w ho are n iece and 
nephew  of R. W. B urnett; M ildred  
Wood who is now  Mrs. Cowdy  
and is the daughter o f Mr. and 
Mrs. R. M. Wood; Frank Shepperd  
w ho is John Ben Sh* pperd’g u n ­
cle; D aphne P hillips w ho is now  
Mrs. Eason: and W allace and Ro­
bert Bozem an.

A lv in  Jeter and A. D. Palm er  
w ere school trustees.

The brick building that is now  
know'n as the old build ing was 
built in. 1922.

M iss M ilner returned to G lade­
w ater as a first and second grade 
teacher at the end of her sopho­
m ore year in college in 1928. The  
build ing had outside drinking  
fountains at that tim e. T he e le ­
m entary and high school grades 
w ere in  the sam e building. W. H. 
L ew is w as superintendent at that 
tim e. T here w ere very  little  equ ip ­
ment and very few' supplies fu r­

n ished  by the school: therefore, 
M iss M ilner en th u siastica lly  e x -  

ioneph-e
pressed appreciation for th e  equ ip ­
m ent and supplies that she has to
w ork w ith  at tile present tim e.

Som e of Miss M ilner’s  first pu­
pils w ere:

C urtis Thom pson, who lost h is

life  in the navy a short w h ile  b e­
fore World W ar II.

D avid  M oore, w ho is D istrict 
A ttorney and son of Mr. and Mrs. 
C. H. Moore.

Carl E verett, Jr., w ho is a ranch­
er and businessm an.

B erta R ichey, w ho is n ow  Mrs. 
Red O 'Brien of R ed’s F ood Mart.

Jane! A dam s.
M ary B eth H endrix , w ho is now  

Mrs. B ill K ilgore.
Ted H aw kins, w ho is th e  son of 

Mr. and Mrs. Je ff Haw'kins.
Ruby Lee R ichey.
Hom er M oney, w ho is the son  

of Mr. and Mrs. A. J. M oney and  
is now  on the facu lty  at N orth  
T exas State Co ege.

Johi: B .mpus, w ho is the broth­
er of Ray Bum pus.

T helm a K Clark, w h o  is e 
daughter of Mrs. G ee Clark.

Anna 7 am ents. 3 o now- 
m arried and teaching in  R obstow n.

E; sggsto .
Jam es Le r. cl W right, son of 

Mr. and Mrs. Sam  :
T F A. w as under th e  capa­

ble leadership of Mrs. E. E. M ar­
tin, deceased  m other of Mrs. M ax  
B ell w ho is now  liv in g  in  G lade­
water.

Oil w as found in G ladew ater in  
the spring of 1931. At th is tim e  
Miss M ilner w as still teaching first 
grade and part of the second  
grade. M iss Lana G odw in w ho is 
niece of Mrs. Tom Sturd ivant 
taught third and fourth grades. 
M iss B etty  Sue Jenkins taught

fourth  and fifth  grades. Miss A li­
ble Easterly taught six th  grade, 
M iss Loyce Johnson w ho is now  
Mrs. Frank Shepperd taught sev ­
enth grade, M iss W anda Penn  
taught In high school, and Herbert 
Bruner w as principal of both 
schools. L ew is w as still superin­
tendent.

This w as during the depression. 
Salaries had been cub and the 
first part of the year the teachers 
sw ept their ow n room s— the teach­
ers wrere their ow n janitors; how ­
ever, a janitor w as hired  later in 
the year. The G ladew ater teachers 
w ere m ore foi lunate than the  
teachers of other schools. W hile 
other teachers w ere receiving  
script and having  vouchers d is­
counted, thanks to th e  good m an- 
agem ent of t ie school board and 
R. M. Wood, w ho w as secretary  

nd b u siness m anager of the 
school, the G ladew ater teachers 
a lw ays received  their salaries on 
tim e and n ever  had to accept 
script.

hose on the board w ere John
cksort, Jim  Jackson , A. H. P h il­

lips, A lvin  Jeter , A . F. Shepperd, 
Bevrl F oshee, G rover D unaw ay, 
C. H. Moore and J. A. Godfrey. 
Mrs. C. Id. M oore w ok  P. T. A. 
president.

Toward the later part of 1931 
w hen oil was d iscovered  in G lade­
w ater the enrollm en t of the 
school greatly  in creased — increas­
ed to such an ex ten t b lat there  
w as a sign ifican t problem  of 
school housing.

O'Bonton Served 
As Super Here 
From '31 To '33

J. W. O’Banion w as su perin ­
tendent of the G ladew ater Public  
Schools from  1931 to 1933. He 
holds a B.A. degree from  N ew  « 
M exico H ighland U niversity , an 
M.A. degree from  Southern M eth­
odist U n iversity  and a doctor of 
Law' degree from T exas C hristian  
U n iversity . Im m ediately  fo llow in g  
his retirem ent from  the G lad ew a­
ter P ublic Schools in 1933, he  
served  for IO years as assistant 
state  superintendent o f public in ­
struction, H is field  of a ctiv ity  in  
the departm ent w as that of d irec­
tor of supervision , w ith  special 
em phasis on standardization and  
accreditation  of junior and senior  
high schools of T exas.

U pon h is leav in g  the depart­
m ent in 1943, he returned to G ar­
land. For the past IO years, he has 
g iven  m uch tim e to a c tiv e  m an­
agem ent o f h is several b lackland  
farm s and tw o sm all ranches in j 
D allas C ounty. At the present 
tim e. he and his w ife  reside on a j 
sm all ranch near G arland.

Friends of the O’B anions w ill be  
glad to know  that they plan to 
attend the banquet honoring e x ­
superintendents and past board  
m em bers of the G ladew ater P u b ­
lic Schools. T his affa ir is to be  
held in the high school cafeteria  
on th e  even ing  of Feb. 6, at 7 
o’clock.

Congratulations
to the

Gladewater Schools
The Initiative and Resourceful­

ness; wisdom and leadership 

that our schools are inculcating 

in the youth of today are the 

answer to problems of citizen­

ship. . .

[Bill] Bingham
County Commiss ioner

CONGRATULATE
TH E P R E S E N T

S C H O O L
ADMINISTRATION'S

O U T S T A N D I N G
P R O G R E S S !

T O D  A X

M/l/MPHS N&Sb

We are sincerely proud c l the 
facilities offered for the aca­
demic and the physical educa­
tion of the youth of our area.

uD J


