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WHITE OAK SCHOOL SYSTEM

Sevenly years in the. tommunity of White Qak have
seen many changes, gmoang which iz the besuniful, im-
‘pressive White Qak Commeon School system, which hgs
grown in thal length of time from o 20x3¢ foot little
red sthocthouse to & more than theze miliion dallar
planr.

Each year mere improvements are tequired due 1o
the growth of the enroliment and the modern way of
education. Todoy there are 87 members on the staff
at White Ook School, including 3 administrolors, 37
teachers, 1 librarion, 1 nurse, 1 dietitian, 3 secretaries,
¢ coleteria empioyees, ond 15 bus drivers and mainte-
nanca personnel. The school is otiended by opproxi.
moately 600 scholastics.

Alse in the some schoel district is the Shilsh Megro
Elementary School which is staffed by a principal and
feur teachers ond has an enrcliment of 60 scholastics.

R. C. Fogg serves os superinfendent of the White
Ook Schooi District; and principais are C. €, Simmons,
high school; E. B. Carrington, elementary; end D, M.
Brown, Negro elementery. Members of the Board of
Trustees are Floyd Bernard, president; €. T. McGinnis,
secretary, and D M. Miller.

White Ock was a forming fammunity unfil jte first
influx of new settlers moved in to wark ot three large

sewmilly located on the then thickly-wooded terrgin
Grace Creek Schogl, o ieg cabin, was the first 1o pre.
dale White Qgk Scheal, followed by the Hawkins Creek
School In 1885, the latter building burned ofter which
Plez Harris and Colgi Bumpus conated load for g naw
school. Work on the schoal, which was constructed near
a spring between two sapling white ook trees, was do-
nated by citizens of the community. Upon completion,
John Bumpus suggested the rneme of Whire Qak be.
cause of the location of the trees,

Will M. Dunagan was the school's first teqcher of
from 20 10 30 students. A5 the envallment grew, another
teacher was hired and g room added 1o the original
building, and in 1912 o larger and better building was
constrycted, Among those serving as trusteps during
this period were B. J. Adrian, W. J, Tedd. T W. Tuttle,
Will Bumpus, and R. m. Johnson. This building was in
use when the vil boom came 1o Grega Counry and the
pepulation increased ta such on extent thot o larger
and more adequote building become necessary. This
wos a fine brick building with 10 ragms end o large
guditerivm which was occupied in 1933, But it was nect
long untii the fost-growing commumity needed even
more reom. o in 1934 an eight-room high scheo! build.
ing containing a gymnasivm was completed,

WHITE QAK SCHOOL PLANT
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WILL DUNAGAN

Panel Tells
W. O. Past

One hundred years of pudlle
education in Texss and sixty
nipe years in White Osk com:
munity were celabrated In an ae-
Sembly program Jamvary 26 in

scheol sualtorium.

E. B. Caringon opened the
Program with the iavocatien, E.
H. Nulling lead the group tn the
singing of Texas songs; Lela Mae
Rob wap the accompunist
Visiters froft he communlty
were weltomed 1o the program
by C. C. Simmaone. A histery of
TFexas pulilc schooly way given
by R C. Fagg. after which Jerry
Wayne Bernard and Dorls Ann
Moreigon sang “Little  Re
Schoolhouse)*  Repregentatlve;
from each period of development)
in the White Oalk School disciss!
ed the 3chool 8s It was in theld
day. Assisting Mve. Shrppey,
chatrmen of the panel. werg Mrs.
Meggle Bozroan snd Julius Tut-
tle, 1BB5: Miskx Cors Mackey,
1912; Bill Bingham, 1920, John
Spurrier ‘1926, Mrs. Jewel More.
dith and Mra: Grace Bleckatone,
1832 Mrs. Clyde Tultle, 1833; Au
dre¥ Adams Maberry. 1937, Mre
W, W._ Shippey. 1532 Mrs 1. B,

by, Gene Kern 1944 Lestrics
Wood, 1951; and Foe ‘Simmons.
84, )

As a paxt of the celebhration.
the FTA% annvak Open House
was held from 700900 pm
Supt R C. Fagg preficed the
meeting with a brilel resume of
the developiment of aducatien n
Texas. Relreshiments were serv-
o] the visitors by the PTA Soc
iz} Committes.

Plans for the progeam were
dizected by Mrs, Clyde Tuttle,

To Modern Three Millioa

I Yegloning with a 20 k¢ by 30
Iy, building end (wenty students,
Wil Dunigan, White Ozlca flper
texcher, sel the pace thie was to
ledd the present three million
dellar plant gperated by a staff
of 24 maintenance personne] and
bue drivers, 5 cooke, 3 eecpe-
taries. a dletician, A nurse 3 ag-
minlgtralocy, 3§ teachers lor the
education of 808 studenia.

Fefore 1855 there was a amsil
achocl building near the Haw-
King Creex whate the Adrlan
Place now is. The children of
the gommunity attended that
hureil it burned in 1885 Mrs.
Maggle Bozeman stlended that
school her fivat Year. Piex Han)
rls and Caleb Bumpus donated’
the ground for a aew schoc] to
ba built near the spring bpiween
twn oxk teazs. IR 1907 th heirs
signed the deed stipulating that
the land be used by the school or
churen. in event that It i ueed
for any other purposs, the land
reverls (o the helra’ estate. Work
Was dot:ated on this bullding by
cilizens of Lhe community, When
it wag linished John Bumpus.
grandfather of Chlgs Bumpus,
Suggested the name Whits Quzk
because of 1he calk tives,

Ia 188% the first schook builde
ing wap & one-rcom houss 20 £t
by 80 F., houslng 20 students.
As time went on the enrollment
graw until angther teacher had
ta te bited and a reom adied to

chairman: Mrz W, W. Shippey,
M:s. J. W Hutchings, E. B, Car-
civgton, and €. C. Stmmons s

From Little Red Schoolhouse in Qok Grove

Dollar Education Plant

the original building. AL this
ume about thirty pupila mads
up thw student bedy. Later in
1912 2 larger and Detter Hullding
was hullt. This bullding was
uzed untik the ¢ll beom came i
Giegg Countly.

The next, bullding was o fine
brick vulldlog with ten rooms
and a large auditarfum This
bullding wes Hrat occupled In.
Febroary of 1933 It was oot}
leng unlll the fastgrowing com-
mupity necessitated the bullding
Of another Jarge buildlng, zo in
1934 an Groom building contain

g & Irrge gymnasium and

MY Olher cohvenjences was

b,

White Ook’s Schoal

To Celebrate Texas'

Schools’ Centennial
By R. €. FAGG

Here a1 White 05k we are «
operating with huncleeds of o' v-
2 acthools over the State an oo
brating this Cenlennisl Year of
the establishment of the pub’c
school system in Texas.

The founding fathers of pubhc
sducatlon In Texas envisioned
the tme when Toxas would
"show the world that we will not
ouly be the Emplre Statg n
point of territory, buy alse 'n
\he number and excellence of
our tnititutions of learninz”
gU8T, expressed by a groug of
citigens in & maes meeiing ot
the State Capltol one hundrmd
years ago, I# especially challerg-
ing today.

The Centennfel Year of t-e
esablishment of our pubie
school system providey an rp.
porwunity For us alt, to rededli
cate our thoughts and efforis o
the taek of developing the Fa-
WAn tesources of our State a~d
partealerly 1o this communl T

The key to good schoole. e
telieve, ls the making known ¢
all the facts abaut our achool
a&yalem including the great i
portanes of educatton to our
social snd economitc well-beirg
Publlc understanding 13 necis-
53ty 1o public suppert. Puble
support snables the schools o
dlvapce.  constantly adjusti g
to keep in etep wih the Umrs.
This specizl observance of t=e

xuu:. Thia was pled in No-
[frember of 1834, This wrrange:
ment prove@ adequate untif 1937
when a secopd story was added
to the grads school, which eo-
larged and beavtitied the schaol
{mmnsely,

On November 28, 1850, the
Whita Oak Music Department
btulidglng which cost approxt-
mately 855000 wap completed
Jesa Patly was then head of the
music depasrtmant,

The Musie Depariment cone
wing eight ecund.proof practice
Troema, an coffics, s rchearsal
Toom, & group practice room a
slorsge toom, and a studio
which i ueed for recordings
The vikding bas two basementd
and ig equipped with a combina.
uon air conditloning avd heat:
ing ayatem.

A new gymnaslom featuring
the Jatest athletic aquipment,

way eompleted in October of 1952

fal Year gives us an '
poriunity 10 Invile all parerts
and patrons in the commun:-v
1o viplt our school We o-e
proud of the Interest and sup-
vort of the parents at White Qi n
We hope that we chall receise
the continued covperation of -t
for the best pesaible school
Much lnrger-t‘hnn the old gvn-
naslur. the héw gym iy 118 fret
long. Bight showers plated “e-
1wen indlvidyal dressing rooms
replace the old group showers
Yop both boye and girls.

The hew gymnasium has n
electrically aperated partition o
that both boys and girls ¢ n
have gym classes at the sare
time,

The new gympasium, feating
875, at2o hus @ larger seating -
pacity than the old one.

{Continued o0 Page 3
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o = “Standlntthap” T o
: ne o, AR ————
to be shown at S —————
. . P
Memorial Baptist R———— T
“Stand in the Cap” will be -
senled ive froem Wasninglon 5.6, | WAYNE L SNODDY Good Luck,
via sal(;:ltue on Saturday, Oct, 4 ENGINEERING CONSULTANT ;
rom 0,5 p.m. at ¥ '
S e s | O Brooke!
™, Love
*Stand In The Gap” is a gather- .

THE
the h, hoal becam;
c,ua'&ﬁh Elcnau:ug,,'me

Ing of ever | msllion poople who
will congregate around the stage
capitol and White House to wor-
shiup and bring differen|, denomi-
Jations tegether 4y prayer.
Memaria) Bapttst Church is
locaied ‘on Momey Street ol of
Highway 80 tn Gladewater, For
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schoot campus and was evntnally named the Judy

VO Homéooming Parade to
10st large number of floats

Saburday at [ am. White Gak
vl wlll be Diled wilh Jobs of
113, bands and lots of ¢ntiants
he 1997 Hotneaining Paradeis
wdhuled for 10:30 a.m.
Vartlcipants ace seminded o
©up about 230 o Larkspur
} Reyniolds Streets,
e theme for this years ga:
‘e ts "Bring Hope the Spirt.”
<t plaoe winnery will be reccg-
od i the following categortes:
-t £intey lo Caryy Dut Parade
me and Most Original jCye-
e I,
»irand Marshals Theo *Covton”
s and Emd Hanlcak wilt Jead
parwde follpwed Ly White Osk
-or Tim Yaughin
‘ounty Cammissioner Dadd
Iricke will e dresing his madel
1d Phid Fleming witl be driving
adel A

leamberxaf the © bsnesof 1947,

nd 57 will e vidiog eges Nar ]

ite White €3ak 1ighy Selyo

Rk ST 3 | HTTY RNy PR T
e

contestantLeslie Fife and the 1997
Homoosoming Queen and her court
will be ridiog in the parade.

Adsoadded tothelist s the Cub
Seoutand Boy ScourTroope #207,
Li}Necks Checrleaders. Sth &6ih
LI’ Necks Cheerteaders, the Whi e
Ok Middle School Chrerleaders
an: members of the Fiag Footbal)
Team and Of-Season Paskethall
Team have also signed up.

HKEES Talk Radlo willhave their
mabile unit In town, Also entered
are White Osk Stables, Grege
County 4-H Club. The Gregg
County Mounied Sheet? Pattel,
White Qak Poltce Department, and
Greggd Cousngy will be represetiled
with & car of digndtaniea, The
Wniled Lambire Malintal Cuonngn
Hand, a mallve Aawricun B
wha will e dressed b laghan <0
Ir.

Faoniierel st Bike dnop woll
dijur Lhelr gantrien] sngon sk
male o b the pugaile His
WOIES § e e s 0 0 il

BIi MeBride will be hauling his
well-known "Litlle Tmain.” The
Pinksion Hace Cor has zntered
and an ol dersick fMoat is on the
st of enteants.

Jimmy Kirkdand and his Mardi
Cras Faor-Wheelers will be tool-
ng down the road, metobery of
1he WO Flag Football tearos have
ertered and Seth: Rogers [who is
in need of A bone marmow trans-
plany wil] decorate his plck-up
iruek with Ihe theme *Berause )
Care.” ‘
Sharun Jabrsun will be walk-
g "The Spiril ol '67° and Qmit
Sims will be Ading her bike degy-
riled 4n school tolors.

Crganizers of the parade are
Tommy Oraves sl duy Slokes.

WACKY MAN

From Tehuacina

[:-.._1'—-( bk \'wvrv\\[l

tefocmation call £45-7306,

Continue? from page 7

hike 1o Wace 1o play Ihe Man
Panthets in Bayloe Stadiaem.

Battered and brutsed from thé
sheglest wilh Sundosm. the adds
did not Gvor the Roughnecks.
Mart breezed through the souls-
<7 bracket wiih lopsldad wins 1o
nin £ Tecord to 14-G,

White Oak had 1o tal on allits
resourees. Including its great 1rd-
ditlon, jusi fo stay in the pame.
For meee thion theee quiclers. Mait
hammered away wilh Its aingle
wing al the Roughnecks, who re
Fused ta fold.

Taldng Lhe second ball kickar,
the Panthiers stormed 73 yards ta
Rrab & 7-0 ulge. Moments later.
Iar launched anotherthneat that
was halled by & fumble a1 the
White ok 2. Then, early In the
Tawrlh quacier, Wayt picked off 3
Pass in the end zone Bnd barety
Rol oul to the one yord line on the
relumm..

While Gak nuslged ot tn Irs 2
whete the Noughnecks laced o
do-nr-die fonr and Lwo aitaalion.
That's whoen Mol pade n faral
mistihe The Penthers ed up
with & e anon Front and e
larelsir kersin Huln $avis Lol
(IR A LT PR P I YR TR

Mom & Dad

K WELCOME HOME.
. WHITE OAK
© . ALUMNI!

Hape you enjoy the game
and ali the Homecoming Festivities ...

CITY OF
WHITE ODAK

WELCOME JH
EX-STUDENTS
We're Glad You Could

“Wheel On In” for
HOMECOMING
1997
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i she had willingly sijmed the seme for
R that she did not wish to retract it. :
4o &iven under my hand and se?%. ?,f office,this 23 day of Fobruary A.D.I1903 -

: ] N7 I ¥.D.Thompson J.P.and Exofficio Notary Public ~ | - &

_ CGregg County Texes. . ' -

[+

the purpeses end sonsideration tliercl_r; _g:;pre_'a_sad_,;ﬁ ) il

i

"7 UThe state of Texam,) o v v e RSP 7

? . County of Gregg. - -)I do herchy certify that the ebove and fore : ' {ls
‘ going is a true and corredt S

copy of the original deod end cortifiesto of ackmowledgment as filed Tor record in my offfice | fi

3n1th§ gt?' day -of NMay 1907 at 11 Oclock AM,snd recorded this 10th day of May 1907 at 1
eloc M, : . . i AR

§ - ' X . . f : "
) : Coun lerk of Gregg County,Texes. - - - -—f- ¢

T

i

sl . . P i'
AL} mho state of Texns,) - ..o ool T . 1t
’-4- County of Gregg, YEnow all men by these Presents:That of the County of Gregz stdte A;n

of Texas for and in consideration of the sum of One Dollars,to me paid by The. Board of..
Trustees of Common School District No.B of the County of Grogg state of Texas and their . i
-successors 1n offiee Cash,have Grented,Sold and Conveyed,and by these presents do Grant, ' '

- ﬁhﬁf . %ell end Convey,unto the ssid Board of Trustees -of Common School Dist.No.& of the County . f ’
: of Gregg state of Texas,sll that certein tract or percel of land described as follows L3 '.f-l-
to wit:Being a part of the W.H.Castlcberry lead Right Survey situated about eight miles TH

- AE( West, from the City of Longvicw,Texas and bounded as fellows:Beginning 35 yerds due West gf .

the center of White Oak School building,Thenee ¥orth 35 Yds.to a corner,thence East 140 yds

@Z:g{ to corner;Thence South 70 yds to corner,thence West 149 po-South West corner which 1s 35 |yds
. i . South of place of beginning Conteining two acres of land more or less, - . '
MM Be 1t expressly agrecd that the property herein econveyed shell be uscd exelusively for the
purpesos of publie cdueation,with the exception that eany white denomination of the Chrigtian

_J_.g'- .. Palth may have freo usce of the property as s place of worship at such times ss not to
. interfere with esny session of Sthool.To heve and to hold the ebove described promises, . :
EZcJ-Z . . together with all end singular the rights end appurtenences thercto in anyerdise belonging|
unto the said Board of Trustees of School Dist No.8,County end state aforcsaid end their
suecessoers in office forever,And I do hereby bind myself & my heirs,cxecutors and adminig-
trators to Warrant ‘and Forever Defend,all end singular the saild premises unto the said Bgard

of Trustees of School Dist No.2 and their sucdecssors in office forever agninst overy per-t i
son whomsoever lawfully eleiming or to claim tho Bame or any psrt thereof. =~~~ |"

i Witness hand at thie dey of A.D.120 :

“8.0.Harrig

: ' T.B.Harriss . - - ; .

C e s e e B T T T . S.F.Shelt.on FO PV B

b T - . _ @.R.Harriss’ ' '

it e el e e - -l Amanda Happep - - o oo oe-

R o . - © J.J.Herrig | SR

e e . F - -+ - K.A.Bumpus. l‘ s e e e e e

. ' . Nollie Fisher - o

The state Of Taxas L J PR R - e et D e e, .
County of ’gﬁefore me W.Y.Fishér J.P.& Exofficio Notary in and for I county Toxa$, ;
on this day personally appcaréd'S.C.HarriS,T.B.He.rriss,S.F.Shalton,G.R.Hu-rriﬂ,Ammda Harper, -
J.J.Harris,K,i,Bumpus & Yollic Pisher lmown to me o be the perscng whose names are subse- - [f
ribed to the foregoing instrument and aclmowledged to me that the exocuted the same Torj. . f L
the purposes and considoration therein oxprossed.

d 1 of office this dey of & Apr.AJD.A90T7 .. . . ..
Fiven wnder ﬁ,,gﬁd ane ses W.Y,Fisher,J.F.end Exofficic Notary Publie

- - in snd for Gregg Co.Texas, _ . . . | .4

e ._; : _ ]

) gléghf:rstog gie;;m ’;I do herehy ecrtify that the above and foregoing is & true and corre :t B
: éo of the orig;inal daed and certificate of acknowlodgment as £iled for record in my ofrice :
r ‘ i 4 11 Oclock A.M.and recordod this 10th dey of Msy 1907 et 2 gel--©

S en the 7th day of May 1907 &

| Tk 432(/‘%/%@(//\ :
| ] . .- o

V I SEERC : County Clerk of Grepg County,Texas.

M : 0o0o0 e E . L . . Lo
‘:..,—...’L‘l L '-ghe :tat: g:c?exaa,;m‘now a1l men by these Presents;That I,Katie Hoore Beham and husbend ?rank
- B:;leyo; the gﬁt‘mt.y of Gregg state of Texas for and in congideration of the sum of Five -

M aid by G.B.Turncr,cash,tiic receipt of whienh is hercby ackn ml‘.
égségozjzligzsi":gtﬁgriZOE'E?SQEaiionyor the cancellation and surrcnder of five cgrta.inb'ﬂ'; e
@ M 5, ,Li notes ﬂggregating the sum of £250.00,and whieh said notes are fully describo .
. 7‘4 .- or's Lien id Purner to said Katic Behelm,to which seid deed reference is horchy made -~ }
. PR ;8 1cto descripticn of said notes,and the remsining part of the 55-610 perosy i |
5&% for a full and eomp operty -of the said Katlc Behoim,have Granted,Sold and Conveyed - 208
© s to remain & be the [UOR .Sell and Convey unto tho ssid 6.3,.Turner of the Comnty. of

pros Grent )

é e inte prosents & ‘o 1 of 1land situated in Gregg County,

] ecertain treet or parce _ .

- Teell e o Texasfaiictgzlgn‘ﬂuddle H.R.Survey.Beginning on the S.linc of the ¥.B3.Taylpr
xas,boAng o Pas0 v B.8,1ine of Ben White's tract;thence E.732 varas

ake on the . -
tract:iTnence 5.230 varas &9 2 :g sestaiéo' in the S.1line of the Campbell tractithence Ww.with .

to a stake)thenee N,230 vara . ning in all 29 0 actes
3 tract %o the beginning,containing 21
-+ ‘maid line and tho 5.3ine of TVRC tract or parecl of 1and conveyed to ma,the Sald Ka-

of land,more or 1eﬁsigng Ee-ﬁgnzzfﬂ;:mgaid Katie Beheim reteining 29 5/10 seres a8 her, pprt

. tle Beheim,by the ;ﬂ'tho sbove doseribed promises,together with all snd singuler the " .

: To have and to hol cos thereto in enywisc belonging unto tho seid 0.B.Turncr,his hairs

IRE r;?tﬁsgﬁsagﬁgﬁgfaim I do hereby bind myself,my heirs,executors and administrators o
&a a e

W, nt and Ferever Defond all and singuler, the sald premisos unto the =ald _tf.B._m;'ne‘r,‘ :
arra ; > . R . . S

1
—
~
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T 'ms sm'rz oF Tms 1

| RECORDED. Sept. 6, 1952 at 9:20 o’elock A. M.

THE STATE OF TTXAS |
| covnTy OF cR2ec  f -

vJ’I‘I'N'.:SS OUR H:NDS, at Longview, Texss, thisg day ol July A. D 1952.

WITNESS XY WaND, on this the #3th day of July, A, P. 1082, LT T

THE STATZ OF TEXAS |. - .
COUNTY OF GRZGE [ -/

REACAN R; HUFRMAN - - .

BYFORE ME, a Notary"’ublj.o in and for Gregg County, Texas,

on this dey personel) &
REAGAN R. JUFFUAN, Jmown to me to be the person Whése name {3 ¥ appears

13 sabsorited to the foregoing

instrument, and acknowledged to me that he executed the same for the purposos and, eonsideratiml o

therein exprossed.
GImI UNDER !ﬂ’ B.MD AND SEAL oF OFFICE, this the zath day or :ruly. .L. D, 1952.

R. 0. KENLEY, JR.

(Ls) - .
PR Notary 'ublic, Gregg cou.nty, Texas. R

PILED FOR RECOR‘D .Tuly 23, 1932 at 9: 45 o'clock(.l. 13!- e
MRR

[ P
#1900
v ‘qun' oLam: n- .

" gow .ALI. HEN mr THRSE rnmsmm-s.

THAT WE, L. E, Orms and rrire, I.‘.ssie of the county or Gregg and Stato of Texas, ror and 1!:
consideration of the sum of One Dollars to us in hand paid by Trustess of White Cak School
District No, & of the County of Gregg and State of Texzs, the reteipt of which is hereby
acknowledged, do by these presents BARGAIN SELL RELTASE AND FORZVER QUIT CLAJM unto the said
Trustees of Thite Oak School District No, 8 and to their suocessors in office, heirs and
assigns, all of our right, title and interest in and to that certain tract or paresl of 1nnd
lying in the County of Grcgg, State of Texas, deséribed as rollows, to-—wit. .

All that certain trect or parcel of land situated in Gragg caunty, Texas, 'being a pa:rt ot the
Tm. H, Castleberry Sur'vey, and described as tollowa' )

B"GIRITDIG 35 yards due ¥%. of the center of \'?hite ‘Dex School'Buﬂding,

TIENGE ~.N, 35 yards to cornar; '.I'HE:NCE - E. 140 yards to corner-

TH“‘IGE -3, '.?0 yarda tn corner' ’ 'I'HB\ICE “i'. 140 yarda to S. '-T. wmur, which is 35 yards S.

of tho place of heginning, :

tl'HENGE - H, 35 yards to the place or beginning, eontaining 2 acres, more or 1ess.

TO E.AVE .-'JID T0 HOLD the said premises, together with all and sinrula.r the rights, privilagea
and appurtenances thereto in any manner belonging unto the said Trustees of wWhite Oak School

District o, 8 and to their successors in offiee, helrs snd assigas, rorever, so that neithe:q" ‘

we the sald L. Z. Orms and wife, Fssie nor our heirs, nor eny person or persons ¢laiming under
us shall, at any time hersafter, have, claim, or demand eny r:lgh.t or title to the a.roresaid
pramises or appurtenances, or any part thareor. ) . . )

THE STATZ OF Tnxas__l
com«w o GRFGG- R I
B‘?FORE ];’.E.' the undarai@ed a Hotary Public ‘tn a.ud ror sa.f.d county and Htata, on this day .
personally appeared L, E, Orms kmown %0 me to be the person whose name is subseribed to the

foregoing instyument, and acknowludgad to me that he axecuted the same for the purposes am!
consideration therain expressed. . . L .

GIV.?.N UHDER KY HND AND SEAL, OF OFFICE this the 22nd &ay of .Tu.ly, 4. D. 1932-

R. R. BONDURANT
Notary ?ubliu :I.n md for Grogg Ccmnty Tena

-

GDUNTY UF GREGG I .

BEFORE HE, the undersigned, a Notary Publ!.c 1n and ror aaid COunty and Stata, on th!.s day
geraonallir agpeared Zssis Orms, wife of L. B, Orma, known to me to be the parson whoss nume

30 :lq

(PO

the- roxleguingminstrumu mmgn_axammﬁth_me_mﬂlx_ﬁuﬁ_ﬂpart %]
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" she 414 not wish to retract it,.

pald, kept end performed, has grented, demised, leased and let, and by these presents

of the JEFFERSON MOSELEY. SURVEY which 1s the most Westerly Southwest corner of the DUDLEY

which a P. O, brs N. 40 Dogs. E. 13 vrs; T
. THENCE ®. 75.3 vrs. to ike place of beginning, econtaining 5.35 aeres}f_

"and s to be Pald to the said LESSORS out of the first oil produced and saved if, as amd -
.w_hen pfbmced.' . P . A L - S N R - L

- considered to conmprise 3,56 acres, even though i1t actually comprises mors or less, but it -

! or elther of them is produced ‘rrorl.n said lend by-thg_l_es_laeeq e

1st, To deliver to the credit. of lessor, fres of cost, in the pipe lime. to which leasee "~ .

from her husbond, and having th§ a;n§ Pully éxblniﬁ.é-tl -ta“tio:-', shé, the said Essle Orms
acknowledged sueh Instrunent to be her aet and deed, and she declared that sha had .
willingly signod tho same for the purposes und considerantion theroln exprozsed, end that

CIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL OF OFFICE, this the 22n4 day of July, A, D. 1932,
{Ls) : . R, R. BONDURANT S
. Hotary Publlie in and for Gregg County, Texas.

FILED FOR RECORD July 28, 1932 ot 10:10 o'clock A, M. '
RECOADZD Sept, 7, 1932 at 9:25 o'clock A. M. (MRR). .

“=00Om=m- L

CAsoL. s
OIL AND GAS LEASE: . -
AGREENENT, Made and entered inte the 25th day.of July, 1932, by'and between MARY LEE BELL,
Guardian of the Estate of Thelma May Fell and Rdward Bell sonstimes refarrad to as Egbart
Bell, liinors, of s hereinafter called lessor (vhethsr one or more) and | :
SAM ROVAN, hereinafter called lesses! . ' .
WITNESSRTH: That the said lessor, .for and in consideration of Pifty and no/)lo0 ($50,00} -
Dellars mdxikexdefmrredcransidaratiomiasxheratnafrsrxsetyawk cash in hand patd, the .
receipt of vhich is hereby acimowledged, and the dasfarred consideration as hereinafter set
out end of the covenants and agreements hersinafter contained on the part of.lessee to be. i
does grant, lease end let unto the said lessee for the sole and only purposs of exploring,
drilling nining end operating for oil end gas and of laying pipe lines end of tuilding
tanks, power statlons and structures thereon to produce, save and take care of sald products
all that certain tract of land’'situated in the County of Gregg, Stats of Texas, described
ag follows, to-wit: S S L . . ; .
Bsing the South fwo-thirds (2/3) of the following lemd: / Lo '

BEING a part of the Dudley Moore Survey, and beginning at tho most Fasterly Southeast corner

KOORE SURVEY, said comer boing in the Northern Boundary line of the Charles H, Alexander '’
St:rvey, from vhich a B, O. brs N. 20-1/2 E, 9_-1.2'v'rs. a Black Jack b_r:; S. 46 B. 4 s,
and e Hed Onk brs 5. 46 B 8.4 vesy o L ol i L A
THR(CE M. to the Southern Boundary lie of the Texes & Pacific Railway right of way; _
THENGE S. 80 deg. B, 68.2 ¥rs. to a stoke 1;1 th'e Sn-uthernl Boundary iine‘ of fhe. Texas & .
Pacific Railway right of way; . B LT T L _
THENCE S. to the steke in the Northern Béundar_y‘line of the Chas. H. _a._lexannui--._s-urvey from

The deferred considerstion hereinabove referred to is Fourteen and 85/100 [§14,85) Dollars

For the purpose of determining the emount of money payment hersunder, said land shall be
i3 lessor's intention to lease, and he doas leass hereby, in addition to the land above
described, all of the land end interests in lend owned by lessor in seid secktions, groants,
Jeagues and/or surveys .as shown by the records of sald. County and all c¢ther l1and end inter—
ests in lend orned by lessor in said sectlons, grents, leegues end/or surveys and/or adjoin-|
ing seetions, grents, lesgues and/or surveys end lessoT expressly agrees to deliver to -
leases any supplementsdl instrument seemed necsssary or requested by lessee for nore complets! -
or zcourats deseription of the land snd Interests thus intended to bs leased, = ™ .

It is agres_ that this lesse shall remain in forcs for & termn of ten (10) yoars from this | )
date, said Term being hersefter called "Primary Term”, cnd as long thereaftsr azs oil or gos |. .

In consideration of the premisés the said lesses coveriants ond jagruea.‘-'r_"

may gomnect its or his wslls, the equal one-eighth part of all oil produced and scved from - | :
the leased premises. . .. -, . : e e e S Lo

2nd, To pay to lessor, as royslty for gas from sach well where gas only is found, while
the seme 1 belng s0ld or used off of the premisas, one-sighth of the market. price at the . -
wells of the amount so s0ld or used, end vhere such gas 13 not 30 sold or used leases shall
pey to lessor {50.00 per annum as royalty from each of such wells and while such royalty is
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Warranty Deed, )
The State of Texas ) _ :
County Of Gregg 9| ELOW ALL MEM BY THESE PRESENTS:

That We, B C Sattervhite and wife Ada Sattervhite of the County of Cregr,
ctate of Texes,for and in consideration of the sum of One Hundred Linetv & No/100

P {5190,00) Doilers to us in hand paléd by Trustees of Whilte Osk Common Schopl Distrist
lo & of Gregce County, viz., WH Blackstone, J B Doby and J ¥ Tuttle,as follows:

Recelpt of which is hereby a.cknowledged
neve, gubject to the limltatlon hereinafte> stated Gmn.ed, Sold ané Conveyed,and by
¢ thege presents do Grant, Sell and Convey unto the sald Trustees of Thite Oak Distrlct
1 and thelr sucgessor in offlce, saie oeing Common School ‘.Dietrlct Yo & of Gregg County
- Texas, oi‘ the County of Grepgs,State of Texes,

411 that certaln tract or parcel of lend In the Millian Ca.stlebe:':'r R R Sur-
vey, Oregr County,-exs.s and being thet part of the I C Batierrhite 82 acre tract,and
being that oar-t: of the. sald Sattervhite tract lving East of the liew Highway and ad-
Jacent %o the present 2 agre sciool tract nore co'mletelv Geserlbed re follows:

v Berirminp at & gtake set for a corner in the VWegt 1line of the eald 2 eere

_tract abou. one hundred and flve feet West of the front entrance to the preaent C*mrch:
| Bulldéing located on sald trect. Szid stake 1s also 61 feet Iiorth a.bout five dep ;
West fz;o:: the Horthreet corner of the present school b\..ildin;r znt 109 feet “oush of ,
the Horthwest corner of the 2 acre tract; . i :

" Thence lorth 105 feet to the lorthwest corner of the present 2 acre tract; |

Thence MNorth 1t dzp West 783 feet with the Vest Boundexy line of the L E
Orms 16 zere tract,to the liorthuest comer- of this tract wkich is alsc; ‘the lorthesst
corner of the U C Sattervhite, and in the South Boundsyy line of the T W Tuttle tract}

Thence South &2 der 30 minutes West 73 feet %0 a stake in the fence llne .
i whilch 1g the North Boundary line of the szig E C Satiermhlte .82 sere tract and the
! South boundary 1line of the T ¥ Tuttle tract, Sald s..ake 15 in the East line of the
Vew Highway for the lorthwest corner of this ‘tract;

Thence South & deg Eest 282 feet with the East line of sald Highray;

Thence South 2 éeg 10 ninutes E 876 feet to & stake in the old Highway rroﬁ
vhich 2 post osk bears lorthwest 18 feel, seld staxe s set in the lorth line of the
nev Highway 19 feet lorth fros the Southwest corner of tais trect. This corner also
ﬁ in & South line of the szld & © Satte;'wl;ite 82 acre tracti '

Thence Yorth 41 dep Fast with the said Sattervhite llne to the place of be-
ginnlng and contalning 3.8 acres of land. ‘

Thie convearlance be:.ng‘tor the uge of gald school Dlstrliet and 1s intended to

convey surface righte only ené no mineral rights.

Te have snd to hold the pbove ds2scrlbed premises,torether rith all 2nd
singular the rights &nd sppurtenances thereto in anywise belonging wnto the said Trus—
teee of Vhite Ok Cormoq School, District lo & and thelr successors in office, helrs
ené assigns forever and Te &0 hereovy binc ourselves,our Heira, executors and adnin-
istrators,to ‘Ha:':-a.nt gnd Forever Defend =1l end sing-ul..- the ania nremises unto the
pald Trugstezg of Waite Oak Comszon School District lo § viz, W H Blacxatone, J B
Doby &nd J X Tuttle andé thelr successors in offlce, thelr helrs end assipns,against
ever:; person v'housoe\rer lavfully claiming or %o clalm the ssme,or any part thereof.

Ylltness our hande at Longview, Texas th:l.s 1ith dey of October, A D 1932,
508 revenue gtamp : AP H C Satterwhite

affixed and cancelled. R © Adn L Sattervhite
The State Of Texas ) ‘
‘County Of Gregg - )

Before lie, tae undersiemed, a Notary Publie in and for Gregg County, Texas,
on thie dey personally eppearec I L Sattervhite and Ada Satterwhite, his wife,both
knovn to me to be the persons vhose names are subscribed to the foregolng instrument,
and acknowledzed to me “hat they each exscutec the game for the purposes and conald-
eratlion thereln expresged,and the sald Ade Sattervhite wife of the srld ¥ C Satter-
vhite having been exa:-:ined by me orivily and apart from her husband,and having the
same fully explelned to her,a"le, the sald Ada Sattervhite ac‘x:norrle:‘.ged such instrument
to be her act end deed,and sghe declared that ghe had villingly signed the game for
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© or lesses so made; that Orantee ghell receive under such lease or lezses one/thirty-

:he pu:poses end conpideration thereln expressed,snd thet ghe d1é pot wlsh to re-
ract 1%, :

Given under my hand and geal of offlce,this 1lth day of Ot A D 1532,
(L.8.} - Julia Bagaeft
_ . Notary Publle, Orepp Co, Tex.
Filed for record September &, 1936 at 14:33 oclock P X, '
Recorded Septenmber 18;1936 at 4:15 oclock P H;‘

Tlerk County Court,Gregp County,Texas(B.W.)

galg,
Eineral Deed.
The State Of Texas ) .
County 5f Gress J  ENOW ALL EEN 3Y THESE PRESENTS:

Tonet Jemes % Spith,of Tyler, Saith Jounty,Texas,hereinafter called Grantor-
for ané In conslderatlon of the sum of Ten 2ré no/l00 (810.00) Dollars, eesh in hand
pald by Grantor by L I Jahn,the recelpt of waleh is hereby acinowledped,have pranted,
bargalned,sold and eonvered,end by these presents Go grant,bargain,sell and convey,
unto the seld L ¥ Jenn,herelnalter c2lled Grantee, &n undivided one/thirty second
(1/32nd) interest in enc to zli of the oll,pas and other minerals in and under Lthe
following deseribed tract of lancd,situated in Gregg County,Texas,to-wit:

Belng 2 part of the Wm Roblnson Survey, sbout 5 miles West of the Town of
Longview, Texzs; anéd ) _ .

Begimming &t Thad Snoddy's 5 E C 2 stone two post oaksz are the witneas
tree; )

Thence E 550 vrs to & stone & sweet gum bre N 57 1/2 W 10 vra., a hickory
S 26 EL vra; ’

Thence ¥ £55 vrs to & stake in road;

Thence 5 €8 W with sd road 575 vés to Snoddy®s E B L & post oak for corner;

Thence 5 640 vrs to the plece of beplnning,conteining 73 1/2 acres,more or

less.

It being the intention hereln to cover 21l land ovned 1n the gbove menticne
tract or survey or acjoining surveys vhether by deed,inheritance or limitation whether
correctly aescribed or not. .

Topether with the right of ingress and egress at all times for the purpose
of taking szid nminerale. . )

Ir 1g dletinetly understood end herein stipulated thet sald land is under
&n oll &nd pas lease providing for a royalty of one-elghth of the oll snd certzin
rovalties or rentels for pgas and other minerzls znd that Grantee herein ghall recelve
one/fthirty-seconda {1/32n&) of the royalties snd reniale provided for in said lease,
zn¢ that he ghsll elgo recelve one/ thirty-second (1/32nd)} part of the annual rentala
paic to keep gaild lease 1n force until é&rilling 1s begun. .

It 1s further apreed that Orantee ghell heve one/thirty-second (1/32nd)in-
terest in eny vonus money received by the Grentor ln eny future lease or lemses glven
on geld lsnd, and that 1%t ghall be necesgarr for the Grentee to Join in any such leage

gseconéd (1/32nd) mart of all of the oll,gas snd other minerals taken and saved under
any euch leesc or lesses,end he shall receive the same out of the royalty provided for
1n such lease or leases,bul Grantee shall have one/thirty-second {1/32nd) part of the
annual rentals pald to keep such leagse or leasgses 1n foree until drllling is begun.

To have 2nd to hold the same unto the gald Grﬁntee,his helrs and sasigns,
forever, -

) Thieg 1nstrument i1s executed without recourse and without warrunty,in law
or in equity. .

The interest conveyed and intended to be conveyed hereby is that certain
intereat convered to Grantor by the State Nationel Bank,Corsicana,Texap,on the 6th
day of Jenuery, 1934, by en instrument recorded in Volume 158,page 325-6, Deed Records
Grepgg County,Texmsa. : . .

. In Witness Whereof, the Grantor hee hereunto signed his neme,on this the
27th day of June, A D 1936,

£1.50 revenue stamp James T Bmith
affixed ané cancelled. :
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whose nene 1s eupserlbed ‘to the Toreroing instrument, and . golmovledged to me that

- the -said Mnnie. Stevens, acknowled.f'eﬂ such instrument. to be her met end deed and .
T expressed and. that she d1d not wish to Tetract 1t

lTI-[E STATE OF TEXAS YL
‘coum'x oF Jr.m«:nsom )_

Nuvtage o

“‘.".'(L B, ) ' AT R - cou.nty, Texas...__-_ -

RECORDED July 23, 1935 =t --2:39 ;’u_u’mT ‘:'

589- :
wmmnm
THE STATE OF 'n:'ms Ty e et
'comm OF GREGG L) mow AI.J.. By “THESE rm:sms-

. have Gz—tanted., Sold and conveyed. end by these presents do Grant

'_orlm

’ the present Gra.d.e School building of mute Oak School D.'Latriet No. V,S:_.'-_ o

: ls.:.d road 1ntereects nerr h!.ghwa:,

end edch ‘deknoviedped to ne th'lt :
‘ation tharain expressed ..

'Hrs. Cleo Ylheelass & e
.- Notary Publie - .’m a.nd ro;- Gregg
County, . '.l‘e

i EFORE 1&3 the”un&ersibned authorlty, on this da:r personally appeared
Rembart Stevens amd ﬁ-nn:l.e Etevens, his wife,. each kncmn to-me to de the person

‘they executed the same for the purposes and considerats.on therein expressed, and the "
'sald Uinnle Steveris, wife of the seid Rgrbert Stevens, . having been exantned. by me -
privily ~nd apart fron her husbend, and having the same fully expleined to her, she

declared that she had sigmed the same for the purposes. and’ conaideration therein ‘_"-3 ‘

N Gm-:u mmzn Iy HAMD JLD S:.AL oF omc? this gt d.a.y 52 August A D 1931; e

Ltrs. Cleo Wheeless . -
" Notary Public 1n and. rar Gregg county,
Tgxaa.l . : .

. : BEFORE HB the undaraigned a.uthorﬂ.ty, on this dav persona.lly avpeared.
Robert. Jones, lnown to me to be the person whose name 1s subscribed to the roregoing
Instrument, &nd acknovledged to me that he executed the same ror the ptn-poses and .
ccnsideration thereln expressed, :

SIVEY UDER wy HAND m sm:. OF orncz: this 11th c!.a.y of Aug-ust .A. n 193!; L

g ' W.B_ Uattison'
_— _‘ ) : Folary Public in amd ror Jarferson

FIIED FOR nscorm Ju:l.y 1, 1935 ot 2:ho ™

o o-o~o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o

' 'l‘hat L E. Drms and Egsle Orms of the Countv oi' Gregg State of '.Eexas for
and in considerstion of the sum of TWO HUNDRED & FIFTY DOLLARS (3250 00) DOLLARS ‘
to us in hand paid by Trustees or ?fhite Oek diatr:l.ct No. 8, Namely, . Tuttle, o
Joe Bander and J.C., Bumpus ) .

Sell ana- Uonvay, 1.
unto the sald Tpustees of White Onk District Mo, -8, namely 1. Tuttle, Joe Bgnder | -°
and J,C. Bumpus or the Count:r or Gregg Syete or Texan all %ha.t certain tract or parce'.l .

anmmc at 2 polnt 21 reet }rorth a.na 21 feet East of the B E, comer or : :

'THENCE Fgist 156 reet to a. atake .
THENGE Nprth 750 feet to 'Iount-Lee mad.- ; :
‘ D"I'I-IENCE ina Northvrest dj.rect:.on a.long You.nt-Lee roe.d 1!-80 reet 1:0 whera

_THENCE Bouth a.'Long East Bomdary 11nes of mute Oak Bchool to pis.ce of .

' 'begﬂ.nning also. &ll lend that L E Orma a.nd Essie Oms ovn and cla.im betwean tha - f':

old Wh:.te Oak Eghool ground and the tract of school ground. purchased fron n.C. Satteruhito
running South appronmtely 12 teet beyond new 'building 'u.nder eonstmctlon.
THENCE due Eaat to 1. E.  Orms's tract bought from W, A. Ray 1918
The School Board of truateel, namely, J. M. Tuttle, Joe Bander and .T C.
Bum-pus and Gounty Superi.ntendent Cora. Hackey, end thelr successors in orﬁce, underst a.nd

i s o




‘Vthn.t a:L'L a.:ove descr}.bed 1and ‘50 purchased rmn L E Ov-us and wlfe, Eaeie Oms ",s

_‘.“under en 011 L Gas-Le se to L‘[agnolia Petroleun co':pe.ny. "‘herero;e, fhey e.(rree not
: to protes.. or 1n..er..e“e :Ln a.ny way with a.ny de‘relonnent that sa:.d Cmpmy or other__ ; X e

; _"‘Co:-panies m;r mant to per orm on t.‘-e e.bove descrs.‘bed p:-operty

‘e M‘F' A.!D 76 HOLD the e.bnve described. ﬂrea!.sel, together with all a.ndr"‘ .

- sinrulah tnn rights and a.upurtena.nces thereto in =mnywise belonging unte the said - N
‘Trustees of Vhite Oak District No, &, namely, J, N, Tuttle, Joe, Bander end J.C. Bumpua -
. helrs end- F.ssirns forever and we deo iereb_r “bimd’ oursel ves, our hélrs. »- eXecutors and | .

- edoinietretors, to Warrant and Forever. Déferd, 21l and singular the said premises untel .
i - the said mustees of Vhite OaX District. No. iy Yemely, J N, Tuttle, Joe Bapnder and .
T8 Burpus heirs end assigns, sgeinst every peraon w‘mnsoever ls.w‘nny claimim, or

._',to clas.n nhe se._e, or e.ny par% thereor :

vx'.r'“r.ss our hands st Longvie‘rr, Texas tus 3151: da.y nr .n.urust 1934. i

Ltrs. _...ssie Orns, -’

)05‘.' revenue stenp afrixed a.nd ca.ncelled.

| mE soacEor TEXAS
coum'r cr GREGE

S BEFCFE’ I.E the uxﬂersi;:ned a I\‘ote.ry Pz.b‘ 1c In- and ror se.id. count:,r and.
- Ste.te, on this day personally appeared L.E, Orns known to me to be the person whose. ’

nene is subseribed to the foregoing 1nstrunent and acknovledged to re the.t he executed.
“the sane for the purnoses a.nd. cosideretion therein expressed. I

GIV'E!I T.!IDEH. 1[! KAIE) JL:'D E.AL OF Ol-"ICE this the !l-t.h de.y of Septenbar

A‘.D 1931;

Julia Bassett " R B
e Notary Public in end ror C'r:r-eaz County,
PR : Tem o
(L)) - o
' THE STATE OF mms ;--‘:-J
‘COI:TITIOFG?EGG Yy

- BEPORE UE, the undersigned -1 Hotary Publlc in and for aaid County :

- ard State, oh this dey persorne.ll:r anppeared Esste Orma wife of L.E. Oras, known to

_ me to be the person vhose nine is subseribed to the forepolng irstrument, and having’
been exanined by ne privily and apart from her husbend, and having the ea.me Tully

" explatned to her, she, the sald Essle Oros B.cr.no-’ledr'ed such instrument to be her act
&nd deed, ard she declered that she had willingly slgned the same for the purposes and

consid.ers.t:on therein expressed, and that ahe did rot wish to retract it. .

’ AD 3!} GIVEII IJ'NDER HY mum AIID BEAL OF OH‘ICB thia the Lth day or Sapten‘ber
AP 1934,

7 A .Tulﬂ.a Bassett s '

( 5 ) ilotary Publ:.c :I.n and ror Gregg county,'l‘exan. .

L .

) FIlED PGR HECOBD July 11 1935 a.t 2 41 ru

"m:cop.nm JuJ.y 23, 1935 st .2 50 m (PB)

COTRTY CLER, AT

_ o-o-o-o-o-o- -o-o-o-o-o-o-o o S
LT e
- r-'mﬂ'z HIGHVAY DEPARTIENT OF TEXAS . .
L o T RIOND OPAT DEED v o o
. STATE OF EXAS J e - SN
COUNTY OF GFEGE ~ ) - mm ALL 1EN BY msr: PRESENTS:

' TEAT I,¥. N, Lindsley of the County of Gregg' in the State of Texas, for amd
in consideratlon of the sum of One DOLLARS o cash 1n hind peld by the State of
Texes, zcting through the State Highway Commlission, receipt of which s heredy
acknowledged, have this day sold, and do by these presents grant, bargaln, sell and
convey unto ihe State of '.L‘e::al all that certain tract or parcel’ of land sltuated in:

. the County of Grerr, State of Texas, and belng part of a survey orlginally granted

‘to Eamilton Hellutt, by Patent ¥o..., Vol..., Abstract No..., and belng a part of g
‘trect of ... ecres conveyed by ... to.... by deed dated the... day of ... 19...,
end recorded in Volume No..., page No...; of the Deed Hecords of Gregg County,
Tex;.silsu& tract or parcel or la.nd herein convsyed beling nore particula rly &eacri‘bed
ae .fo :

‘ Beﬂ.ng 3 strd.p of land va.ry:l.ng trom 17 reet to 21 reet In width of? or the
w . Lmasey Lot Yo. 6, Block Np. 16, in the City of Longview, Gregg County, Texaa,
a.nd 'being ore partieularly deacrlbed as rouows‘- . . . .
' " BEGIMNING at the S. ‘H coiner of aa.m 1ot said corner belng 21$ feet, uore

]
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SINGLY, ACKNOWLEDGMENT

THE STATE OF TEXAS, f :
COUNTY OF GREGG C ‘ ) :

BEFORE ME, the undersigned, s Notary Publie [n and for said County and State, on this day personally appeared

_ ROBERT CARGILL .
known mmelo be _l!l: person  whose oame ig subsctibed to the foregoing instrument, and scknowledged to
me i B, . executed the same for the parposes and idecation therein expressed ' N

i e . At
- GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL OF- /;?.ai. .y J ,:) A oy ot ey D, 1966
o R . . =y . ;
o TSy W rA /L t[{ck 1

Noury Public In and for Gregg County, Texas
Filed for Record on the L doy of A.D. 19_585 ot L3#S'clock - M,
Duly Recorded this the £Z_ day of %@.L_ AD. 19.%5, ot LT o'dock M.

B.M. “BUCK" BIRDSONG, COUNTY CLERK

Gregg County, Texos .
Byﬂa/_&izzﬂ__/ ' Deputy.

Instrument No._._ 2265

it TN -
The Htate of Texas, Kuawm All Slen by These Presents: - §
County of  Grepg : - :

That we, H. E. Bingham and wife, Aline Bingham ’ ' - 0

of the County of Gregg State of Texas for and in considerstion

of the sum of  smory R RANOCCESHOOOCCOTER -]
THREE THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED AND NO/100 DOLLARS ($3,700.00) ROMXEXX ‘

W us inhand paid by Wnite Osk Independent School District

, as follows:
W cash, the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged and
confessed. : .
have Granted, Sold and Conveyed, and by these prexents do Grant. Seli and Convey unmto the said

White Oak Independent School District

of the County of Gregg . State of Texan all that certain
trect: Belng a part of the H.E. Binghap tract in the Wm.Castleberry Survey, Gregg County
Texas, and belng more particularly deacribed as follows:
BEGINNING at iron pin for the South East cormer Lot 3 Block 5 Suburban Lake Park
Addition, White Oak, Texas, -same being the West right of way }ine Janis Street for plag

. of beginning;

THENCE S. 85° 36" W. along the South boundary line Block 5 Suburban Lake Park 4
Addition a distance of 262 ft. to stake in the centerline creek for corneri’ N
THENCE along the meandera of the creek in a Southwesterly direction a distance of
Bl0 feet to iron pin for corner same being a corner for Boy Scout 1 acre tract and a i
corner for the White Oak Independent School district; L . N

THENCE S. 58° 40' E. a distance of 687.8 feet to a gtake for corner;

THENCE §. 37* 40" W. a distance of 380 feet to stake for corner; i
THENCE 8. B1* 35' E. a distance of 40 feet to stake for cormer; . !
THENCE N. 37° 30' E, -a distance of 359.2 feet to stake for corner;] ;
THENCE N. 89° 49' E. a distance of 55.6 feet to stake for cormerj :
THENCE N. 7* 23' E. a distance of 1076.1 feet for cormer;

THENCE §. 87° 30" W. a distance of 251 feet to stake for cormex;

THENCE N. 9° 47''W. a distance of 30 feet to the place of beginning,
containing 12.03 acres Save and except 1 scre tract out of the South
West corner, deeded to Boy Scouts by H. E. Bingham and wife Aline Bingham,
leaving a net total of 11.03 acres. )

It is further agreed that $3,700.00 will be paid now and $2,000.00°
payable-Jan. 15, 1966 and final payment of $2,000,00 Jan. 15, 1967 without
the interest on the unp_nld_ balance. .




TO HAVE AXD TO H(.)'l.i) the sbuve deseribed pretises, together with all and singnlar the
nghl'i and '\p|\l|flu'l'\|lu~ tlnn o in anywise belomging nnto the =aid White Oak Independent
School District and its

MK}C!HR assigns furever and | we du herehy bind ourselves, our

heirs, exectors and admigiztiators, o Warrant and Forever Defend, afl and sipgalar the said premises

unte the said  White Oak Independent School District and its

wplxscond assigns, against every person whomsoever lawfully claiming, or to ¢him the same, or any

“ part thereof.

WITHESS  ouor hand 8 at Longview, Texas
this day of June C 1965

Witnesses at Request of Grantor: .
Bl Tnng .
; ), --)-——h-h—-lf (1 450 S
7 1

! 7.
(\-{j} 2eat /\?4-11.;%-(& AL

- ’ JOINT ACKNOWLEDGMENT
TIE STATE OF TEXAS_ :

'COUNTY OF  Gregg
BEFORE HE. the undersigned, o Noury Public in and for said County and Sllte on this day personally appeared

H. E. Bingham and Aline Bingham » b wife, bork
known 1o me to be the persons whote pames are subscribed to the foregoing instrument, and acknowledged to e that
they each executed the same for the purpdses and ideration therein exp d, and the nid

Aline Bingham . o wile of the wid H. E. Blngham
havieg ben examined by me privily and apart {rom her busband, and having the same fully explained to her, she, the
Aline Bingham ‘acknowledged such instrument to be her sct and deed, aod she

aafd o
‘_.ﬁuland ll'\il;"hz tad willingly signed the same for the purposes and consideration therein exprested, and that she did mot
; wish 1o reiradt . .
GIVEN U}-DER MY HAND AND SEAL OF OF’I_C'?Zﬁe ,f thy ol June - A D, 19 65
gr— : .
- i (I %) ﬂ/\.\.—f --
) Notary Public inand for Gregg County, Texas

Filed for Record on the _/Z day of AD. 19485, ar/ldbeclock _GuM.
/7duy of }2&(. AD. 1945, ot T o'clock L2,

Duly Recorded this the
. B.M, “BUCK” BIRDSONG, COUNTY CLERX
Instrument Now S22 fg’egg Cougy. Texas
BYQ&&.’LC’ Deputy.

manty Dikn Tenas §Takoann Fosu

P N e e S R 1‘5'76':",'.'"_3'.'.7-.——."."""'—' e
mhl’ Htute of Texas, } Know All filen hy Ehear ﬁrmmm-

@ounty of  GREGG

'I_‘hn I, Bernle Harrell

of the County of Grac ' State of - Toxas fur-and in consideration

of the sam of  Ton ($10.00) Dollars
DOLLARS

to MG in hand paid by Ellzabeth An: Ries, Yary J’ano Ferguson nnd
. Robert Bruce Ihrrell Co . o s follows ;

Tha raceipt of which 13 hereby acknouledpad in full.
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i Cpd e e S S Sl S b o e
‘have Granted, Sold and Conveyed, and by these presents do Gram. Sell and Convey unto the said .
MANSFIELD HARDWOOD LUMBER COMPANY OF TEXAS ’

of the County of Gregg State of Texas alt that certain

Lot Twelve (12), Bleck Five {5) in COUSHATTA HILLS ADDITION,

in the John Jackson Survey, Gregg County, Texas, according to -
the plat of said Addition recorded in Volume 594 at Page 578

of the Deed Records of Gregg County, Texasj
SUBJECT TO all Reservations and Restrictions of Record,

TO H:\VE AND TO HOLD the above described prcmiseu, together with all and singular the

H rights and sppurtenances thereto in anywise belonging unts the said :

A I MANSPIELD BARDWOOD LUMBER COMPANY OF TEXAS, its uuccelsorl

‘ ' sheiX and assigns forever and W@  do hereby bind ourselves, our -

o heirs, exceutors and administrators, to Warrant and Forever Defend, all and singular the said premises

B
P | unto the sai¢  MARSFIELD BARDWOOD JLUMBER COMPANY OF 'rms. its succesaors

MwWX and assigns, against every person whomsoever lawiully cl-iming. or 1o claim the same, or any

part thereof
i WITNESS our hand 5 at Longvh‘, Gregg County, Toxas .
this 25th day of JuDe, 19 65,
P 3 \ at Request of Grantor: .

------ &mm«éh—

o THE TS‘;_I'ATE OGl';lTGEéXAS.
A COUNTY OF " -
1 id County and State unhdnyp«manrmuml
¥, TFRRYS SaTeErd s ¥ﬁ&""f’ii“ ag forygtd SOVTS "AND Ha . MARTIN, .
known to me to b the p«mﬂ whose n.-t!l Are subscribtd to the (oregoing lnn.mmﬂu, o
T . e:uuldthtamllo!ihcwpomlad iderat 'tbenln pressed .
- q::rvznhuzbm MY HAND AND SEAL OF OFFICE this the &3 ‘k.y of: - June, A'D. 19 65,
+ /\ e = MARIAN HOUSTON
I !Ls-)' l\.lu.cf.--' Ty
; Notary Public In snd for G"“ County, Texat

i
b
[
e
]
4

MENT

Filea for Record on the A8 doy of g@i A.D. 19425, ot ida'clock _ﬁh‘-.
is the ./ doy of 5&44 AD. 19.#5, ot 2008 clock M.
DMY Recorded this the i g.M. “BUCK"” BIRDSONG, COUNTY CLERK

Instrument No._ @A2R . . Gregg Coumy, Texas
ay_é'me‘c_.___ Deputy.

[]P %tatr nt' Uexaﬁ.- ggm,m All fen by Theee Presents:

@oumty of GREGG
That WE, H. E. BINGEAM and wife, ALINE BINGEAM
i : SRR i PRI £ W\ i i)
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of the County of Gregg and State of pexas , for and in consideration of
the sum of TEN AID Na/100 sm.oo}—--—---———--—-—— --------- ~—we=-DOLLARS.
and otherx go! and valua le cond iderationd-
o us in hand paid by TRUSTEES oF WHITE GAK INDEWNDENT SCHOOL D_IS'I‘RIC'I‘
and State of . Texas , the receipt of which

¢redq
RELEA

ARGAIN, SELL,

of the County of
SE, AND FOREVER

¥ acknowledged: do , by these presentl. B

is hereb;
QUIT CLAIM unto the said - ] ) o )
TRUSTEES OF WHITE OAK IND!PEND!N'I‘ SCHOOL DISTRICT: the ir ' .
. guccessors - ' ) L o
T o fnd assigns, all our right, title and interest in and to that certain tract ©F
described as follows, to-wit:

, State of Texas,
ot or parcel of land lying in the county of
Gregg. re of land out of the L. B. Orms
126} acre CASTIBBERRY SURVEY, about 8
miles wWes .

BEGL

n the center of apring pranch and an ell
land conveyed DY H. B . Binghat to the White
geptember 1946, from which point the L. B--
& 07' East East 87.1 feets :

a 3/4™ izon pipe for

272.3 feet tO
roex of this txact! S
0 feet to 2 3/4" iron pipe fOF the

16
£ this gract:
297 feet to .2 point in Spring

branch -

THENCE Nor
for the NoLchwest cox
THERCE WP the
paginning and contaln

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said

thereto jn any manner pelonging ¥

'I'.'RUS'I‘SEg Og WHITE OAK nm!mmm.sc
Buccessors
., oarand assigns ll?rever. 0 that neither we

BINGHAM and wife, ALINE BINGHAM,

its weangerd to the place of
more OF less. .

ol and singulsr the vights,

nch with

spring br2
of land,

ing one acre

privileges

premisel, together with

nto the said ] -
HOoL DIBTRI_C'!. their
the wid

and 1ppunenances

shall, st oY ﬁﬁe

H. B.
not our heirs, nor any peron ot persons claiming under us
hereaiter, have, claim, of demand any right or tile to the aforessid premises oF nppun:mﬂccl. or any ;
thereof. . L 3
st Longview. TaXAs, this  16th ;

+

WITNESS our tand 8
Jure ,AD 65 '3’6 . :
ﬁ 3

day of

\Witness st vequest of Grantor: . n?‘i'\'a;w A
: " ’ h;%m B}ﬁ"tj/‘han' ?" o )
-ﬂ-—\—M' - .-.

-—-‘_‘__‘_-_-—-"'"'—

THE STATE oF TEXAS, ]
! COUNTY OF GREGG ) - .
‘ BEFORE ME, the udmwd- s Nowury Public in and for sald County. and State, o% this day Pt 1y ‘wun‘
: H. B- BINGHAM . snd  ALINE BINGHAM pis wils, botd
known to me 10 pe the persons whose pames B¢ subsceibed 10 the foregoing {narrument and .dmo-wd to Ine that '
'. tm;_.mh'-mm_\_ed the same for Ahe purposes 3nd consideration thereln expressed and the said
! N UpIHGHEAM lle of the i M. B. BINGHAM o
. B)gii\'s besa exaciiicd ty e privily and spart frem her husband, and having the ssme folly explained to bar, the, e
e \ALINE, B HAM acknowledged such instrument to be her o€t ond deed, snd he
Sdeclared that,  ghit Fakwillingly signed the same for the purposes and consideration sereln expresseds and that she did oot
ol o ' , _
2 fGIVEN JHE SR MY HAND AND SEAL OF OFFICE thig the 2L agot Jure, - ADD 65. i
et e f s : :
T COd ' (L 8 ....%744,@4444) 7 W ) —_— ] 1
) o HNotary Pubtic in and for  Gregg . County, Texst - 1
Mol i __,_.______.____.— e i b

yor

d on the 2 day.of QMJ— AD. 1022, ot _"::’/ﬁ‘clo:k',__’f_M.
- 4 e
his the _£— day of % AD. 19 4%, ot Jipdclotk Lt
B.M. “gUCK" BIRDSONG, COuUNTY CLERK
Gragg County, Texas .
’ 7. Depuly.

Filed for Recor

Duly Recorded ¢

instrument No.. 2222 — .

By
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WO exes return home

First in a series

By ROY LINSON

Business Editor
- WHITE OAK — This weekend former White Oak
students, teachers, administrators and employees
will be returning to the campus to mark the school

. district’s 100th anniversary.

The exes, along with today’s students and schoocl
personnel, will be celebrating .a spirit of tradition

that has remained an integral part of White Oak - |

from its 1880s beginning as a farming and saw mill
community, through the East Texas 0Oil Boom era
when wells dotted the landscape. The tradition
continunes today as White Oak takes its place as one
of East Texas’ fastest growing cities.

Tradition is hard to define, according to White
" Oak Ex Joe Lee Smith, the author of a recently pub-

lished book, “Beneath The Towering 0il Wells — A

History of The White Oak Reughnecks.”

Smith, who serves in the public relations depart-
ment at Lamar University in Beaumont, wrote,
“Fach school has spirit, to a limit. Each school has
pride, to a limit. Each school has community sup-
port and other intangibles, to a limit.

“The difference, it appears, between White Oak
and most schools is a combination of the ingredi-
ents with the longevity of practices and beliefs

" . handed down. Few have experienced the type of

tradition that exists at White Oak. Few of the thou-
- sands associated with White Oak’s schools can
. probably adequately explain the tradition.
“After all, it is difficult to decribe the special
feelings for teammates, classmates, coaches and
teachers; or why strong feeings remain ingrained
long after departure from the community; or why
chills may flow through the body 25 years later
“when the Alma Mater is heard.
. “The significance of White Oak’s achievements
is not only the array of impressive feats, but the
consistency of those accomplishments for such an

or

This postcard shows the second school built in White Oak in 1912.

~ Although it may be difficult to explain the tradi-
tion, it’s not difficult to trace the history that led :

to many of the White Oak ISD traditions.

Over the years, school officials, 1nclud1ng Super- -
intendent Robert Proctor and journalisin instruc-

tor Vera Porter who compiled a pamphlet “The
White Oak Story,” have carefully preserved many
old records, photographs and other mementos that
detail the school’s growth from a one-room school
near Hawkins Creek in the 1880s. Many of these
are on display at various locations in the White

The .‘White Qak story begins back in the early

another school.

Pleas Harris and Kaleb Bumpus donated a plot of
land near a spring between two White Oak sapling - -
trees. When the work was done, Bumpus, who had .
served as foreman of the job, suggested that the
school be named White Oak because of the two °

Section

00th anniversary

When the doors of the 20- -by-30-foot school

-opened, Will M. Dunagan became the first White
_Oak teacher.. The 20 pupils attended school from
‘Oct. 1 to March 22 and spent the rest of thexr time
helping on their families’ farms. =~

Dunagan’s teaching certlflcate dated 1886,

' " hangs in a place of honor in the WOISD Adminis-
. tration Building and many of his descendants, in-
- cluding his great- granddaughter 3%-year-old

Lauren Bedsole either still live in White Oak or
have been associated with the school. .
By 1897 the district's population was growing

- and another room was added and another teacher = .
was hired. Th'e growth continued at a steady pace

until January 1931 when Gregg County’s first oil

well came in and changed White Oak and East
-Texas forever.

In the fall of 1930 the White Oak school had two

" teachers and 50 pupils. However by the next yeap

the influx of oil field workers created the need for

* more schools and more teachers, Overflow classes

moved in the community’s only church until Octo-
ber 1932 when work began -on a modern brick

" building with 10 classrooms and an aunditorium.

By 1933 the Oil Boom was in full swing and

" White Oak had 13 classroom teachers, a music -
teacher and approximately 400 stidents. Shiloh

school was built in 1933 for the area’s black stu- .

" .‘dents.and opened for the: 1933-34 school year w1th
- four teachers.

White Oak became s0 1dent1f1ed with the 011

‘ mdustry that in September 1949 when the district’s
1880s when T.J. Tuttle and J.E. (Uncle Bee) Shel- .-
ton buiit a small frame building for the area chil-.
.dren. When that structure burned in 1885, the two
set to work with the aid of volunteers, to build- .

new stadium was dedicated, one of White Oak's .
most enduring traditions — that of the spu'lt of the
oilfield Roughneck began.

"~ “Wheareas, the citizenship of White Oak Com-
munity is composed largely of people closely con-:

‘hected with the oil industry and whereas the .

roughneck is an integral part of the oilfield life .
and symbolizes the rugged and dauntless spirit of
its people...therefore, be it resolved that'in honor

of the roughneck...this field shall hereafter be ..
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4. Trustees face dilemma’
over fate of Meredith building

I's one of White QOuk’s few historical
landmarks. But il’s also Jeaky and danger-
ous. And whal to do about it presents a no-
win dilemma for While Oalk school trustees.

“It” is the Judy C. Meredith Building,
abandoned since the district buill the el-
ementary campus.

To renovaie the structure would not only
require a new roof, but also a “retrofitted”
elevator lo meel the requirements of the
Americans with Disabililies Act. That alone
would cost aboul a quarter of a million
dollars. o

The solution. il distasteful, seemed cbvi-
ous. Tear il down.

But then engineer Michael Dunn pointed
out some complications. For one thing, all
the asbeslos must be removed by a spe-
cialty company before the building can be
razed. For anolher, leveling Lhe old building

See TOFP 10 on page 2

Continued from page I
could cause struclural damage lo
adjoining micdle school and C.C.
Simmons Auditorium,

The botlom line? Expect to pay
8600,000 for a parking lol.
The decision? None in 1997.
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R OrFriciAL Texas HistoricaL MARKER

L]

o _ .
This marker is for (titlc or subject): WHITE OAK INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

Marker location (strect address and cily, or specific directiojnljsﬁfgcém nearest town on state highway map):

200 South White Oak Road, White Oak, TX

County: bregs

Distance and direction of marker topic from marker site (if applicable);

Fe o % 0.00QO.QO..C 0IOOODOOQOOQOOO00000-0'00..‘t‘.o...bo-’tdo!o...o
b SRR MR KT St gt gt gt e Tt gt oy il RACE gt g e et rgh u P e St agr ey i et et L g ] ARl el ] ot ey G ot gt g RO gt iy v hSR ] L]

APPROVAL OF COUNTY HISTORICAI;_COMMISSION

The application and narrative history must be approved by the counlyrhiétorical commission before forwarding to
the Texas Historical Commission. RS S

Chair's Signature: MM/O )ﬁj ) Dale:. /0 -.-/'/",75-l |

The CHC chair automatically will receivé all copies of correspondence régarding this marker project.

PERMISSION OF OWNER FOR MARKER PLACEMENT : :

Permission for placement of a marker must be obtained by the property owner. Please provide ithe name of a
contact person if the owner is an institution, organization, or public entity. This section need not be completed if
the marker is to be placed on right-of-way maintained by the State Department of Highways and Public Transpor-

White QOak Independent School District
Name:

Cnntactpcrson(ifapp]icable); Dr, Tim Sonnenberg, Supt,

Mailing address:_200 South White Oak Road
A vt/

White Oak, Texas 75693
ncerning this mar rapp. ation? X1 Yes {3 No

9037594497

Owner’sSignature: Wﬁﬁfz: ﬁ'f’/‘ F30 57

Do you wish to receive copies of all correspondence

To whom should the request for payment be\address

James Marcus Oliver 205 rey White Oak, TX 75693

Name:

(Provide contact. person if payce is an institution, organization, or public enti ty.)
Mailing address: ' ' '

Phone:

Does this person wish to receive copies of all other correspondence concerning this application? &1 yes - N
Is there anyone else to whom all correspondence Loncerning this marker application should be addressed?

{One additional name and address only, please.) =
Name: Beth Dodson

Mailing address: NP 106 Lake Cherokee, Longview, TX 75603

Phone:_903-643-9509

SHIPPING INSTRUCTIONS S o

In order (o facilitate delivery of the marker, neither post office box numbers nor ru _rnl_mnlc numbers can be
accepled. I the marker is to be placed on the highway right-of-way, it will be'shipped directly 1o the district
highway engineer.



WHITE OAK INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

In the year 1884, or thereabouts, north of the Sabine River and west of
Hawkins Creek, the small conimunity of White Oak was born.! Because of
two beautiful white oak trees which were located in a prominent location,
this community was named White Oak.2

Before 1885 there was a small school building near Hawkins Creek that

children attended. This building burned in 1885. 3 At this time fifteen
families of this sawmill community saw the need for a school for their
children. The names of these families included T. ]. Tuttle, John Bumpus,
Joe Persons, Jim Rucker, Marion Phillips, J. P. Ray, Teague Todd, McBee
Fisher, Kaleb Bumpus, Pleas Harris, and Austin Shelton. In 1907, the heirs
of some of the above pioneers donated approximately two acres of land,
where a forty by sixty foot building facing west on the grounds of the
present White Oak School stood. ¢ There were four windows on each side,
two windows in the rear, and a door on each side ih the front. A front
loading stove made of iron provided heat in winter. A stage, blackboard in
the rear, and homemade benches completed the school room. The first
teacher, W. M. Dunagan, taught from 20 to 30 students.5 It is interesting

here to note that this little school not only served the children's needs, but



here to note that this little school not only served the children's needs, but

also their religious needs, as it was used as the community's church for the

next twenty-five vears.o

By 1912, new settlers had moved into the community, and it was

~ necessary to replace the little building with a more adequate two-room
structure. The original school, and later the larger building , had among
their teachers George Cunyus, Miss Cora Mackey, who was later county
-superintendent, and Miss Colista Davis. 7 There had never been more than
seventy pupils enrolled at any one time, and classes continued much the
same as they were in 1884. Then in January of 1931, the discovery well of
the Gregg County section of the East Texas oil field was brought in, a
manunmoth gusher that completely changed the course of events for this
area. 8 New families came flooding into the county, attracted by the flowing

gold.

It was with open dismay that the school board and faculty struggled with
the situation that confronted them when school opened in the fall of 1931.
The building was literally overflowing with children. Two more rooms
were hastily added to the school, but the situation was relieved very litie.
Many problems, other than lack of space, confronted the teachers, who
were all women, and their trials were almost more than could be born.
There was no sanitary drinking water, no sanitary toilets, firewood was
scarce, and other problems too numercus 1o mention. Before the term was

over, the staff had increased 1o six teachers. Classes spilled over into near-



by churches, and teachers were now struggling as best they could without

desks or regular equipment.?

It was at the end of this 1931-32 session that Superintendent W. C. Mathis
took charge of the school. 19 The sanitary problems were first attacked,
and by the time school opened for the next term, improvements had been
made, but water was still a terrible problem. Severe weather added
another hardship for the teachers and over 200 pupils enrolled in grades
one through eight. 11 To graduate, students were being transported to

attend high school in either Longview or Gladewater.12

The school board was in the difficult situation of being forced to take
immediate action of some kind, though no one knew as yet what the
district was worth. No tax rolls had been approved and it was impossible

to plan intelligently for this great influx of people.

It was finally decided to construct a modern brick school plant on 3.8 acres
of land purchased from M. C. and Ada Satternwhite. 13 This was completed
in February of 1933. The teaching staff and school board breathed sighs of
relief as classes were formed at the start of the term, and it seemed that
the beautiful two story, light-colored brick building, occupied for the first
time on the 10th of February, would comfortably accommodate all of the
children of the community. But their peace of mind was short lived as the

enrollment continued (o climb, and more teachers were added. Public



school music was taught, as well as homemaking for the girls, and
industrial education to the boys. At this time some four hundred children
were altending, and taught by thirteen teachers. 1+ But, by 1933, this Fast
Texas community was fast outgrowing even the wildest of dreams, and
new families continued to pour into White Oak, which was proving a very

rich part of the oil fields.

By 1934, work consisting of eight rooms and a gymnasium had been
started on an addition to the plant. 15 At this time grade nine was offered
for the first time and as more buildings were built, grades ten and eleven
were added. 16 During the 1935-36 session, commercial work and a science
department were added, plus a strong Class-B football team was organized.
Everyone rejoiced when, on June 2, 1937, twenty-seven members of the
first graduating class of White Qak High School marched across the stage to

receive their diplomas.17?

Sports play a major part in activities at White Oak. In 1949, a $50,000
Roughneck Stadium was dedicated on land purchased from L. E. and Essie
Ormis. 18 A new gymnasium was completed in 1952, 12 Max McGee,

graduate of 1950, carried the White Oak tradition 1o the West Coast when



he played in the first Super Bowl in 1967, scoring the first touchdown in

Super Bowl history.20

In 1968, a new auditorium was begun 1o meet the growing enrollment. 21
In 1975, a modern new high school, consisting of science labs, a theatre,
shop, home economics department, band hall, library, choir, cafeteria and

gymnasium was built, which is still in use today.2<

With the ﬂuctuation of oil revenus looming in the 1980s, the construction
of a new elementary school was begun on land purchased from H. E. and
Aline Bingham. 23 An adminstration building and a new middle school
were accomplished during this time. The last new facility to be erected
was in 1991 when a middle school gymnasium was erected, bringing the

number of gyms to four.44

Academics have always played a major role at White Oak. Many honors

have been won down through the years in University Interscholastic

League,

Under the leadership of the present supertiendent, Dr. Tim Sonnenberg, a
multi-age program was instituted in 1994, Beginning as a controversial

area, this prograin is now a shining step in the academic attraction of the



district. 25 Present enrollment of the White Oak ISD is 1,299,

Superintendents serving White Oak Independent School District:

W, C. Mathis 1932-1939
Lloyd Tavlor 1939-1942
R. E. Anderson 1942-1948
Dana Williams 1948-1950
R. C. Fagg 1950-1958
E. B. Carrington 1958-1973 -
C. M. Koonce 1973-1980
Fred Gottlieb 1980-1981
Robert Proctor 1981-1993
Dr. Tiim Sonnenberg  1993-1998
Jack Hale 1998-interim

The 113 year history of the White Oak Independent School District
would be honored by the selection of an official Texas Historical

Marker as it successfully continues serving the students of Texas.

This paper is dedicated to the class of 1937 and Dr. Tim Sonneberg.
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First church, school building

This drawing depicts the first ¢church and school built in
White Oak as described by Nobie Tuttle. It shows the two whit-e
oak trees for which the community was named. -

¢
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Second school built in White Oak in 1912

the Longview Daily News, Wednesday, September 18, 1985.

hotograph of a post card.

From & photograph and article in
The article states this is a p
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The Longuicly Daity Neiog

Wednesday, September 18, 1985

- East Texas

Section

First in a series

By ROY LINSON
Business Editor
- WHITE OAK - This weekend former White Oak
students, teachers, administrators and employees
will be returning to the campus to mark the school
district’s 100th anniversary. ‘
The e xes, along with today’s students and school

personnel, will be celebrating a spirit of tradition -
that has remained an integral part of White Oak -
- from its 1880s beginning as a farming and saw mill.

community, through the East Texas Qil Boom era
when wells dotted the landscape. The tradition
continues today as White Oak takes its place as one
of East Texas’ fastest growing cities. :

Tradition is hard to define, according to White

Oak Ex Joe Lee Smith, the author of a recently pub-
lished book, “Beneath The Towering Oil Wells — A
History of The White Oak Roughnecks.”
* Smith, who serves in the public relations depart-
ment at Lamar University in Beaumoent; wrote,
“Each school has spirit, to a limit. Each school has
pride, to a limit. Each school has community sup-
port and other intangibles, to a limit,

““The difference, it appears, between White Oak
and most schools is a combination of the ingredi-
ents with the longevity of practices and beliefs
handed down. Few have experienced the type of
tradition that exists at White Qak. Few of the thou-
sands associated with White Oak’s schools can
probably adeguately explain the tradition.

“After all, it is difficult to decribe the special

feelings for teammates, classmates, coaches and
teachers; or why strong feeings remain ingrained
long after departure from the community: or why
chills may flow through the body 25 years later
when the Alma Mater is heard.

“The significance of White Oak’s achievements
is not only the array of impressive feats, but the
consistency of those accomplishments for such an
extended time frame.” .

This postcard shows the second school built in W

Although it may be difficult to explain the tradi-

tion, it’s not difficult to trace the history that led

to many of the White Oak ISD traditions. ‘

Over the years, school officials, including Super-
intendent Robert Proctor and Jjournalism instruc-
tor Vera Porter who compiled a pamphlet “The
White Oak Story,” have carefully preserved many
old records, photographs and other mementos that
detail the school’s growth from a one-room school
near Hawkins Creek in the 1880s. Many of these
are on display at various locations in the White
Qak school complex. :

gi;
hit

i

e Qak in 1912,

The White Oak story begins back in the early
1880s when T.J. Tuttle and J.E. (Uncle Bee) Shel-
ton built a small frame building for the area chil-

.dren. When that structure burned in 1885, the two

set to work with the aid of volunteers, to build
another school.

Pleas Harris and Kaleb Bumpus donated a plot of
land near a spring between two White Qak sapling
trees. When the work was done, Bumpus, who had
served as foreman of the job, suggested that the
school be named White Oak because of the two
trees outside the door, - . )

When the doors of the 20-by-30-foot school
opened, Will M. Dunagan became the first White
Oak teacher. The 20 pupils attended school from
Oct. 1 to March 22 and spent the rest of their time
helping on their families’ farms. B

Dunagan’s teaching certificate, dated 1886,
hangs in a place of honor in the WOISD Adminis-
tration Building and many of his descendants, in-
cluding his great-granddaughter 3%.year-old
Lauren Bedsole cither still live in White Oak or
have been associated with the school. o

By 1897 the district's population was growing
and another room was added and another teacher
was hired. The growth continued at a steady pace
until January 1931 when Gregg County’s first oil
well came in and changed White Oak and East
Texas forever. '

In the fall of 1930 the White Oak school had two
teachers and 50 pupils. However by the next year
the inilux of oil field workers created the need for

. more schools and more teachers. Overflow classes

moved in the community’s only church until Octo-
ber 1932 when work began on a modern brick
building with 10 classrooms and an auditorium,

By 1933 the 0il Boom was in full swing and
White. Qak had 13 classroom teachers, a music
teacher and approximately 400 students. Shiloh
school was built in 1933 for the area’s black stu-
dents and opened for the 1933-34 school year with
four teachers, .

White Oak became so identified with the oil
industry that in September 1949 when the district's
new stadium was dedicated, one of White Qak’s
most enduring traditions — that of the spirit of the
oilfield Roughneck began.

“Wheareas, the citizenship of White Ozk Com-
munity is composed largely of people closely con-
nected with the oil industry and whereas the
roughneck is an integral part of the oilfield life
and symbolizes the rugged and dauntless spirit of
its people...therefore, be it resolved that in honor
of the roughneck..this field shall hereafter be
named Roughneck Stadium.” :
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George W. Bush  * Governor
TEXAS ¢
Jolin L. Nau, 1] = C!mirmmr
AR y H I S T O R I C A L Curtis Tunnell  * Frecutive Divector
w / C OMMISSION Tzle State Agency for Historic Preseruation
Date: October 15, 1998
Re:  'White Oak Independent School District Gregg County

Thank you for your application to the Texas Histotical Commission for an Official Texas Historical
Matker. It has been received in the History Programs Division office, and we look forward to working with
you on this project. Please refer to your guidelines and application booklet for information on the application
process, but if you have any questions, don’t hesitate to call us.

In making a preliminary review of the application, we may have noticed some missing components.
If a list of one or more items appears in the space below, we would ask that you submit these itetns as soon as
possible. That will allow us to make a more thorough evaluation when your application comes up for review
in approximately 60-90 days. In order to be fair to all the marker applicants, we review the applications in the
order in which they are received.

Here is what we need to complete your application packet:

Your packet appears complete. Thank you!

Comments:

Thank you for your interest in preserving Texas’ heritage. If you have questions at any point
throughout the process, please do not hesitate to call our office at 512/463-5853. We look forward to
wozking with you.

Cynthia Beeman, Director Emily Bell Egina Reyes

Local History Programs Historian Office Manager
512/463-5854 512/463-8769 512/463-5853
cynthia.beeman@the.state.tx.us emily.beli@thc. state.tx.us egina.reyes(@thc.state.tx.us

HISTORY PROGRAMS DIVISION

PO Box 12276 = Austin, TX 78711-2276  +  3512/463-6100 <« Fax 5124754872 «  TDD 1-800-735-2989



The White Oak Independent
October 22, 1998

WO school

board discusses

roofing needs of campus sites

Board members discussed dif-
ferent optiens in regards to roofing
existing buildings on the campus
; of White Oak ISD) during Monday
night's regular monthly meeting of
school {rustees.

Jeil Potter, an architect with
Harrison, Walker and Harper, of-
fered two dilferent plans of attack
when {rusfees eveniually move
forward with reconstruciing vari-
ous rools that have leaks.

The first option is Lo re-roof the
existing buildings and secure 20-

year warranties with the work.
Option two, though more expen-
sive, calls for metal sheets to be
placed atop the presant structure.
This, however, could cause cos-
metic problems.

Trustees voted to unariimously
to contribute $1,250 to help cily
officials produce a brochure that
highlighls the many advaniages
White Oak has to offer. These bro-
chures are given oul 1o prospec-
live new businesses and residents
new (o lhe community.

Jarmes Oliver gave a presenta-
tion regarding While Oak 1SD re-
ceiving a historical marker. Trust-
ees agreed to contribute $200 to
the cause. It costs $650 Lo receive
such a marker. Tentative plans to
erect the marker are set for early
spring of 1999,

Board members also voted Lo
nominale Jackie Don Carpenler
lo serve on the Appraisal Review
Board ol the Gregg County Ap-
praisal District. Carpenter is one

See BOARD, page 8



T E X A S George W, Bush *  Governor

]o[m L. Nau, 1 * Chairman
H I S T O R I C A L Curtis Tunnell *  Executive Director

C OMMISSION The State Agency for Historic Preservation

January 11, 1999

James M. Oliver
205 Monterrey
White Oak, TX 75693

RE: WHITE OAK INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
18 x 28” marker w/ post
Job # 03099, Gregg County

Dear Mr. Oliver:

I am pleased to notify you that the State Marker Review Board has reviewed and approved the
above-referenced topic for an Official Texas Historical Marker.

Payment for the marker, in the amount of $650.00, is now due. Please complete and return the
enclosed payment form at your earliest convenience. Once payment for the marker is received,
the application will be placed in line to have the marker inscription written. The inscription
will not be written until after funds have been received. When the text is prepared, a copy will
be sent to you and any parties listed below for review and approval.

The Texas Historical Commission congratulates you on your efforts to record and preserve
Texas history.

Sincerely,

W‘& Q- Qs

Cynthia J. Beeman, Director
Local History Programs
History Programs Division

pc:  Dr. Norman Black, Gregg CHC
Dr. Tim Sonnenberg
Beth Dodson '

P.C. Box 12276 +  Austin, TX 78711.2276 + 512/463-6100 =« Fax 512/475-4872 « TDD 1-800-735-2989




T E X A S George W. Bush  *" Governor

}0]!11 L. i\‘illl, [” . (:l"hll‘l'”?c?”

I'I I S T O R I C A L Curtis Tunnell ¢ Executive Divector .
C OMMISSION The State Agency for Historic Preservation :

HISTORY PROGRAMS DIVISION
512/463-5853

Official Texas Historical Marker
Payment Form

Marker Title: %iz J1/7 W/M%ﬁé ZWACC&

County:/ ] Job Number: () 30 EZ fi Amt. Enclosed: 550,00
Please specify method of payment: . &rCheck enclosed* 0 Visa (J Mastercard
Credit card number: ] Exp. date:

Signature:/%/_/ﬁ/ﬂ Ta0ii)) Wﬂ/ :

*Checks should be made payable to TEXAS HIS TORICAL COMMISSION.

FOR THC OFFICE USE ONLY:

Remittance #:
Check #:
Amount:

P.O. Box 12276 = Austin, TX 78711-2276 + 512/463-0100 « Fax 512/475-4872 + TDD 1-800-735-2989
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SAVINGS BANK OF NORTH TEXAS

88-7135/3119

DATE

Texas Historical Commission $ 650.00

PAYEE

DOLLARS

James Qliver
REMITTER

CASHIERS CHECK

AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE
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wO3LERE™ 03 ELG7R352n 0LO00M5R0000




The White Oak Independent
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WOISE ma rker
to be unveiled
fall of 1999

The historical marker for
White Oak schools is becom-
ing a reality. James Oliver, ||
working with Gregg County |
Historical Commission Presi-
dent Dr. Norman Black, had
submilted all the legal pa-
perwork to Austin and has
been informed that it has
been approved. Donations
are still being accepted to
cover costs of the marker
and foundation and can be
made at First Federal Bank
in White Oak. Dedication of
the marker is planned for the

| fall of the 1999-2000 school
year.




T EXAS ' GEORGE W. BUSH, GOVERNOR

HISTORICAL  JOHN L. NAU, I, CHAIRMAN
COMMISSION F. LAWERENCE OAKS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
The State Agency for Historic Preservation

June 29, 1999

Dr. Norman Black, Chair
Gregg CHC _

417 Mobberly Avenue
Longview, TX 75602

RE: WHITE OAK INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
18” x 28" marker w/ post
Job # 03099, Gregg County

Dear Dr. Black:

Enclosed is the proposed inscription for the above-referenced marker. (Please note that this is a working copy,
including filing and foundry instructions. The right-hand margin, which is uneven in this copy, will be justified
on the finished marker.)

Please review and verify the information contained in the inscription. In particular, be sure to check all names
and dates, and make certain we have noted the correct marker location. Please contact other sponsors of this
application to discuss the wording of this marker. If you approve the inscription, sign where indicated and
return it to me. You also may want to make a copy of the inscription for your files.

If you have corrections to make or changes to suggest, please do so on the enclosed copy of the inscription and
return it to me with the marked corrections. To ensure that I catch all your suggested changes, I ask that you not
type a new version of the inseription. The revised wording will need to meet style and spacing requirements;
suggestions for new information not documented in your narrative history must be sent with appropriate
reference notes.

The marker will not be ordered for casting until the county historical commission and other persons or groups
listed below have approved the inscription. For that reason, we will expect to receive signed copies of the
inscription from each person; in order to avoid possible delays, you may want to consult with each other and
discuss approvals or possible revisions and coordinate the return of all of the copies.

Sincerely,
Q ot

Emily Cole Bell, Historian
Official Texas Historical Marker Program
History Programs Division

pe:  Dr. Tim .Sbnnénberg.' ”
James Marcus Oliver
Beth Dodson

P.O, BOX 12276 - AUSTIN, TX 78711-2276 - 512/463-6100 - FAX 512/475-4872 - TDD 1-800/735-2989
www.the.state.bx.us




Texas Historical Commission Staff (ECB). 6/16/99

18" x 28" Official Texas Historical Marker with post
Gregg County (Job #03099)

Location: 200 S. White Oak Road, White Oak

WHITE OAK INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

THE SMALL COMMUNITY OF WHITE OAK

GREW UP AROUND A ONE-ROOM SCHOOL BUILT
IN THE 1880s. AFTER THE FIRST SCHOOL BUILDING
BURNED IN 1885, LOCAL FAMILIES WORKED TO _ :
ERECT A NEW ONE-ROOM SCHOOL, WHICH ALSO
WAS USED FOR RELIGIOUS SERVICES. BY 1912

IT WAS REPLACED WITH A TWO-ROOM BUILDING.
AFTER OIL WAS DISCOVERED IN EAST TEXAS IN
THE 1930s, THE SCHOOL BECAME OVERCROWDED
WITH THE CHILDREN OF FAMILIES WHO CAME TO
THE.AREA IN SEARCH OF BLACK GOLD. THE
COMMUNITY CONSTRUCTED A MODERN BRICK
FACILITY IN 1933, AND IN 1937 THE FIRST SENIOR
CLASS GRADUATED FROM WHITE OAK SCHOOL.
FACILITIES WERE ADDED AS NEEDED OVER THE
YEARS. NEW ADMINISTRATION, ELEMENTARY
AND MIDDLE SCHOOLS WERE ERECTED IN

THE 1980s.

{1999)

- PLEASE CHECK ONE AND SIGN:

[3/ | approve this text as written.

O Pisase consider the revisions as

noted on this copS.
(signature) :
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T EXA S GEORGE W. BUSH, GOVERNOR

HISTORICAL JOHN L. NAU, III, CHAIRMAN
COMMISSION F. LAWERENCE OAKS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
The State Agency for Historic Preservation

July 21, 1999

Dr. Norman Black, Chair
Gregg CHC

417 Mobberly Avenue
Longview, TX 75602

RE: WHITE OAK INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
18” x 28” marker w/ post; Job # 03099
Shipment to above address

Dear Dr. Black:

We have ordered the above-referenced marker for casting. It is currently taking 6 - 8 weeks for delivery from
the foundry. However, this is just an estimate; a final shipment date will depend on the foundry's
workload. A copy of the final inscription as it was sent to the foundry is enclosed for your files. According to
our records, the marker should be shipped to the address above. If these instructions have changed during the
marker process, please let me know as soon as possible so that I may notify the foundry.

If you have not already done so, this would be a good time to begin planning the marker dedication ceremony.
However, please avoid setting the dedication date until the marker is received. The estimated shipping date
above does not take into account potential shipping problems or other unforeseen delays, and the best laid
dedication plans could be upset if planned around this time estimate. We will notify you and all parties listed
below once the marker has been shipped from the foundry.

A guide to planning a dedication ceremony is available from our office upon request. Since this is a state
program, we suggest that your state senator and/or representative be included in the program, as well as your
county judge and commissioners who have appointed your county historical commission. Also enclosed is a
form which you may use to let us know your dedication plans; we maintain a list of all upcoming dedications
which is distributed to agency commissioners and staff, .
Again, please contact me at 512/463-6063 if there has been a change in the shlppmg address, or if you would
like a marker dedication guide.

Sincerely,

/f%pm,
Egind &. Reyes

Administrative Technician
History Programs Division

pc:  Dr. Tim Somnenberg
James Marcus Oliver. -
Beth Dodson

P.O. BOX 12276 - AUSTIN, TX 78711-2276 - 512/463-6100 - FAX 512/475-4872 « TDD 1-800/735-2989
wurp.the.state.tx.us




hugust 5, 1999

Marker Dedication Announcement

This form may be used to announce your marker dedication in the Texas Historical
Commission's newsletter, The Medallion; in the THC's marker dedication calendar, which
is distributed to agency comnissioners and staff; and in the monthly News for Counly .. -

“Historical Commissions.

To announce your dedication to THC commissioners and stalf in the agency’s .marker ’
dedication calendar, this form needs to be received approximately three weeks prior to
the dedication. The announcement will be listed in the next calendar issued after its '
receipt. To include your announcement in The Medallion, please submit this form at least

two months before the marker dedication.

i‘mﬁr'ffri‘:ﬁi‘mfmi‘rﬁrﬁﬁfrﬁﬁﬂcfrﬁﬁfr{kfrﬁﬁﬁﬁi‘rﬁﬁi‘(

Title of Marker WHITE OAK INDEPENDENT SCHOOL D'ISTRIC‘T

White Oak, Texas

Community or Nearest Town

County GREGG

Saturday, November 13, 1699

Date of Dedication

Dr. Norman W. Black

Contact Person

Ad df'ess 417 Mobberly Ave.

City, State, and Zip Longview, Texas 73602

) - - 903-757-2261
Area Code and Telephone Number 3757 - N

Return this form to:
- Local History Programs
Texas Historical Commission
P.0O. Box 12276_
Austin, TX 7871 ‘1—2276.

ﬁ . - {revised 7/93)
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Marker to honor White Oak schools

Dedication ceremony
set for Saturday in
front of middle school

By Anntoinette Moore
Staff Writer

WHITE QAK - James Oliver
~will celebrate his family’s history
Saturday when he helps dedicate a
historical marker honoring White
Oak schools. ‘

. Part of the land White Oak

schools now occupy once belonged

to Oliver’s grandparents, M.C, and
Ada Satterwhite, Oliver said.

He researched White Oak Inde-
pendent School District history and
did the paperwork necessary to
-acquire the marker. The official
. Texas Historical Marker will be

dedicated at 2 p.m. Saturday in

front of White Oak Middle School,

200 8. White Oak Road in White

Oak.

QOliver, a teacher at Foster

Middle School in Longview, said
the marker commemorates the his-
tory of White Oak schools,

“I went back and found the deed
to the original two acres where
John Bumpus had named it White
Oak. It was 1885 when this school
was built,” he said.

“The school was built between

‘two oak trees and that’s why they

called it White Oak,” Oliver said.
The two acres weren't deeded to
the school district until 1907. A
two-room building replaced the
one-room school house by 1912, .

In January 1931, discovery of oil
in the Gregg County portion of the

Rast Texas Oil Field changed life in -

White Oak forever, as hundreds of
new families came flooding in,
Oliyer said. More than 200 pupils
enrolled in gradés one through
eight and school facilities were

overwhelmed.

In February 1933, the district
bought about four acres of land
from the = Satterwhites and

constructed a new building, Oliver
said. The first high school class of
27 students graduated June 2,
1937. :

“My mother was in that class,”
the 1971 White Qak High School
graduate said. B ‘

Oliver said he had been a part of
the school’s history and he wanted
to share that sense of history with
the current White Oak students.

“My family has been a part of it.
The school is basically made up of
those two acres, the land that they
bought from my grandparents and
land that they bought from Bill and
Aline Bingham,” Oliver gaid,

“We really necded to have jt
done. I want it to make an impact .
on the students and the students to
come,” he said.

Oliver will speak at Saturday’s
marker dedication, along with

- White Oak Superintendent - Dr.

Richard Montgomery and Dr. Noz-
man Black, chairman of the Gregg
County Historical Commission
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WHITE OAK
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

TRE SMALL COMMUNITY CF WHITE OAX

GREW UP AROUND 4 ONE-ROOM ScHoOL BUILT
IN THE 1B80's.AYTER TER FImsr SCROOL BUILDING
BURNED I¥ 1885,L0cAL PAMirTES WORXED TO
ERECT A NEW ONE-RoOON SCEOOL, WNICH ALSH -
WAS USED pon RELIGCIOYS SERVICES.BY 1913
IT VAS REFLACED WITB A TNO-ROOM BUILDIEG.
AFTER OIL WAS DISCOVERED IN pastT TEXAS TN
THE 1930's, THE SCHOOL BECAME OVERCROWDED
WITH CHILOREN oOF FAMILIES WEO CAME To
THE AREA IN SEARCH OF BLaCK coLD. THE
COMMUNITY CONSTRUCTED A MODERY BRXCX
FACILITY 1¥ 1933,48p In 1937 THE FIRST SEN1OR
CLASS CRADUATED FROM WHITE oAx SCHOOL .
FACYLITIES WERE ADDED As KEECED OVER THE
YEARS.NEVW ADMINISTRATION, ELEMENTARY

AND MIDDLT SCHOOLS WERE ERECTED 1IN
TUE 1980,
{1999)

Welcome

Invocation

Music Introduction
Pledges

Introduction of School Board
Remarks

Dedication
Reading
Unwailing
School Song

Benediction

Drs. Norman Blaexk
hairman Gregg County
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Jack Hale
Director of Curriculum
Whita Oak ISD

Or. Back

Jamie Oliver
5th Grage

Rusty Kennedy, President
Dr. Richard Montgomery
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James Oliver

Dr. Black

Mrs. Claudia Carrington

Dr. Montgomery and James Oliver
Veima kmwles, Author

Brocke Snoddy
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DEDICATION
OF AN
OFFICIAL TEXAS HISTORICAL MARKER
. WHITE OAK INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
November 13, 1999, 2:00 P.M.

VELCOME Welcome to the dedication of an Official Texas Historical
Marker: The White Oak Independent School District. This
marker is authorized by the State of Texas and sponsored by
the Texas Historical Commission, the Gregg County Historical

Commission and the White Oak Independent School District.

‘NVOCA. & Mr. Jack Hale, Director of Curriculum of the White Qak ISD,
UsSIcC

will bring the invocation.. This will be followed by music
by the White Oak High School Band under the direction of

Mr. Wayne Smith....Thank you Mr. Hale, Mr. Smith and the

fine band.

’LEDGES Jamie QOliver will lead us in both Pledges of Allegiance.

You Will find the Pledge to the Texas Flag on the back of

YOUr PEOUram..... Thank you, Jamie.

'CHOOL Mr. Rusty Kennedy, President of the White 0Oak ISD School
'QARD

. Board will introduce the other members of The Board...Thank

you, Mr. Kennedy and The Board Members.

'UESTS There are some other people I would like to introduce: We
' have some members of the Gregg County Historical Commission
present and, if you will, will you raise you hands? Also,

these proceedings are being recorded by Gem Meacham of the
. e bbrbﬂ"’; JTom Buchahén;WA-W)”léy

- Bt“vf Weev?l,
w. l.

Gregg County Historical Museum.

(Judge Smith, Gemmissiensgs, dignitaries) $he .
IVage Alup Khivvy, (Uoyer Yo ej.g]_ e s

'EMARKS And now, some remarks by the Superintendent, Dr. Richard
' Montgomery and Mr. James Qliver, who did the research for




2

this marker....Thank you both, Dr. Montgomery and

Mr. Oliver.

DEDICATION This is a very significant historical marker and I would
like to dedicate the marker to the Students and Faculty of
the beginning, the Students and Faculty of the present, and
the Students and Faculty of the future of The White 0Oak
Independent School District.

3

TEXT & Mrs. Claudia ‘Carrington will read the text of the marker

UNVEIL followed by its unveiling by Dr. Montgomery and Mr.
Oliver.

SCHOOL _ We're fortunate to have a special person with us this

SONG

afternoon and although all of you know her, I want to

re-introduce her because she wrote the School Song: Velna

Knowles....Mrs. Knowles. The band will lead us in the

singing of the school song.

: anoVhe youns lody yhrod by
BENEDICT. There is a change in the program: 4Rmﬁﬁkimgspeth will give qa((_H,k

the benediction....Thank you, Jamie...And thank you all for

coming.

¢ op ruer Yo Wivnie Newweyp
QVL&’(:D, Dyde pacle)
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By John Lynch
~ Staff Writer

. WHITE OAX — The first per-:

son to graduate from White Oak
High School. hopes today’s stu-
dents know a good thing when
they see it.

“1 hope they appreciate the
things they have,” said Audrey
Adams Mayberry Booth of Long-

view on Saturday. “I hope they
_ appfemate the: opportumtzes they'

have.”

schiool district’s first graduating
class of 27 students to receive a
high school diploma. It was 1937,
she was still Audrey Adams and
the school’s football team was
only ayear old.
- “Weé were- happy -and we loved
- our-school — and still do,” said
Booth, who 'is also the school’
first cheerleader
- Sixty-two years later, Booth’s

alma mater has gone through a
[ot of changes — so many that it °

‘Booth was the flrst of the‘

“includes " the - teachers and stu-.
dents who attended the one room-

Oak schools
A fgsmry Wlth dedica

in the 1880s to a modern multi-
building complex at the end of the
20th century.

“History and tradition link’ the'

past with -the present, -and that

. schoolhouse, all' the way up to
. today’s school — an exemplary K

through 12 -system,”. said Dr.
Richard Montgomery, the

sschool’s superintendent, during

sometimes seems like a different

place.

“It really: doesn’t look like -

White Oak in a way,” she said.
“But the memories are still in my
heart » :

*Teachers from the school dis-

trlct, s past and present joined :

ith students and alumni such as °

Eeo h to celebrate those changes

i

Saturday with the dedication of a |

Texas Historical' Marker com- !

memoratmg the district’s evolu-

taon from a one-room schoolhouse |

the dedication ceremony at White
Oak Middle School. .
For James Oliver, 2 White Oak

graduate, the ceremony culmi-
nated more than a year of
research and work to get state
approval for the marker.
“ 'White ‘Oak has always made
education a priority, he said.
“This school has faced and
overcome inany problems, such as
overcrowding and unsafe drink-
ing water, because of the dedica-
tion of the community,” he said.
“This school will continue to grow
and prosper because .of the

unselfish dedication of our

community.”

Beth Dodson videos
the new Texas
Historical Marker -
honoring the White
Oak Independent
School District

during the marker
dedication Saturday
at the district’s
middie school. The
district began in the
1880s, and ifs first
high scheol
graduating class |
was in 1937. ;i

Kevin Green i

Staff Photographer
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November 18, 1999

- WO School District receives
- Texas Historical Marker

By WINNIE NEWMAN
Independent Editor

“We gather here today (o dedi-
cale this marker in honor of the
accomplishments ol this school,
both past, present and future.”

. Those were the words James
Marcus OQliver said during cer-
emonies held Saturday, Nov, 13 to
dedicate a Texas Historical Marker

" to the White Oak Independent
School Districl,

Dr. Norman Biack, Chairrﬁan'

of the Gregg County Historical
Commission headed up the dedi-
cation at the 2 p.m. ceremonies
held in front of the Whlte Oak
Middle School.

Oliver,a 1971 White Oak gradu-
ate, beganresearch on the school's
“history a year ago to gain approval
from the state. for the marker.
Through his dedication, and do-
nations [rom the community to
purchase the marker, another
piece of White Oak history has
been recorded.

For Oliver, the history of White
Oak schools go far beyond his

graduation as his grandparents,

DEDICATION -~ Dr. Ri-
chard Montgomery and
James Oliver unveil the
historical marker at last
Saturday’s ceremonies.

M.C. and Ada Satterwhite owned
part of the land that the school
was built upon and his mother,

Agnes Satlerwhite Oliver, was
" among the first graduating class

ol 1937,

A leacher at Foster Middle
School in Longview, Oliver knows
the value ol educalion and the
imporlance of preserving history.

. White Oak was born oul of a sense

of pride and tradition and through
the years lhat sense of pride and
tradition has carried on through
the schools, bringing wilh it “ex-
cellence in education.” _

From the one room wooden
schoolhouse built in 1907 on two
acres of land for children of the
then sawmill community to the
present four-school campus that
sits on anapproximate 39.9 acres,
the school district has gained the
reputation as one of the best in the
slate. Much of the growth of White
Qak canbe attnbuted to the school
district.

“This school has faced and over-
come problems of overcrowding
andunsafe drinking water because
of the dedication of its community
and families," Oliver told the audi-
ence at the ceremonies. “The dis-
covery of oil helped White Oak
schools to prosper. Now that the

See MARKER on page 8



Marker
Continued from Page 1

oil resources are not as plentiful,
. ourschool will continue to prosper
because of the dedicated support
of this community to the cause of
education,” he said.
Dr. Richard Montgomery, Su-
perintendent of WQISD, remarked
! “History and tradition link the past
and present, binding together the
students; teachers and families
who experienced the one room
White Oak school house of 1885 to
a progressive K-12 system of ex-
emplary and recognized schools
poised for even greater achieve-
ment in the 21st Century.

“It is our hope that those who
stop to read this historical marker
which we unvell today, as well as

- all who have a stake in the future

of our children and schools will be
inspired to re-assess and reaffirm
their commitment to the inherent
value of education, and to insure
that the herllage of pride, tradi-
tion, and educational excellence

will be preserved for generations ol

“Roughnecks” yet unborh,” he said.
Many people with close links to

" White Oak schools were in atten-

dance. Velma Knowles, a retired
teacher at White Qak, who wrote

the school song was in attendance -
as were Audrey Adams Mayberry -

Booth, the first White Oak cheer-
leader and also the first 1937
graduate to walk across the stage;
Margaret Tuttle Boring, 1937
graduate, and daughter of T.J.
Tuttle; Claudia Carrington, long-
time teacher at White Oak and
wife of former superintendent E.B.
Carrington; Sandra Koonce, wife
of former superintendent C.M.

(Mickey) Koonce; Woodrow Satter-
white and Nina Cockrell, son and
daughter of M.C. and Ada Satter-
white; Janis Bingham Canion.
White Oak graduate and daughter
of Bill and Aline Bingham who also
owned land where the White Oak
school facilities were built; Robert
Proctor, former superinlendent at
WOISD and a host of others with
original ties to the White Qak com-
munity and school.

Claudia Carrington gave the
reading of the marker beforeit was
unveiled by Oliver and Montgom-
ery. She reminisced as to times
past and of her teaching experi-
ences. Many of her former stu-
dents were on hand at the event.

Among dignitaries attending
were Judge Alvin Khoury, Judge
Mickey D. Smith, Sherifl Bobby

.Weaver, and White Oak Mayor Tim

Vaughn.
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It all began with the Class of 37

The White Oak Independent

Prestige of the WOHS of the futuve leans heavily on you’

By WINNIE NEWMAN
Independent Editor
The first of the new millenium,
Homecoming 2000 marks the 63rd
anniversary of thevery first gradu-
ating class of White Oak's first
four-year high school. In 1936 the
Bumpus School congolidated with
White Oak Schools and the tradi-
tion of pride in education and
educational excellence in White
Qak began.
Foresight into history
W. C. Mathis, superintendent
" ofthe school system, showed fore-
sight when, addressing the se-
niors of '36-'37, he wrote in the
first Roughneck Annual the fol-
lowing message: . )
. "The year 1936-1937 will be
marked on the pages of history
portraying the progress of White
-Oak High School, .
- "Tradition is Being founded; the
new is taking the place of the old.
You, the seniors of 1936-37, are

the chief actors in this drama of

life and around you center the
pleasant memories and profitable
experiences that will make this
tradition a vital living thing.”
“The strength and prestige of
the White Oak High school of the
future lean heavily on you. Your
successors — the juniors, the
sophomores, and the freshmen —
will be ever looking to you to light

the way by which their courses -

- shall be guided.

* .. “We have tried to provide an
atmosphere that would tend to
encourage and inspire you to
higher ideals. We have confidernce

in you: surely you will truly let
this be the ‘commencement’ of
your achievements.” T
R. E. Anderson served as high
school prinecipal and C.C.
Simmons, principal of the elemen-
tary school. )
Members of the Board of Trust-
ees for the 1936-1937 school year
included President Joe Bander,
G. E. Sweeney, secretary, and T.
L. Sturgis. Cora Mackey served as
County Superintendent,
Comprising the class were se-
niors Audrey Adams, Carl Norman
Aldridge, Roy Maxel Anders, Ruby
Doris Bailey, Charlene Barton,
William Williard Bedford, Edna
Pauline Brooks, Mary Genevieve
Freeman, L.D. Gallagher, Foster
Ingram, Lottie Bell Johnson, R.B.
Pate, Helen Sue Rush, Agness

. Hughleen Satterwhite. .
Manie Inez Sewell, Lenore Jean

Sizemore, Mildred Isabell Smith,

_Thomas de Leon Spurrier,

Geraldine Taylor, Joyce Willene
Taylor, Louis Bomar Tuttle, Loy
Tuttle, Margaret Tuttle, George
Boyd Williams and Joe. B. Wilson.
Officers sitting on the first
WOHS Student Council were Bill
Bedford, president; Leon Spurrier,
vice-president; Lottie Bell
Johnson, secretary and Bom
Tuttle, treasurer. ‘
. Junior Margaret Ploeger was
chosen as football queen, class
favorites were Charlene Barton
and Bill Bedford. -
Sponsors of the class were Jean
Rhea Street and Ray Maberry.
Nineteen hundred and thirty

Coach J.D. Fuller led the '37 Roﬁghnecks in basketﬁall.

seven also was the year White Oak
school colors of maroon and white
were established as well as the
mascot, who is today calted “Joe
Roughneck.” The name Rough-
neck was suggested by teacher
Winnie Nunez.

At a meeting of the junior and
senior classes the original logo for
White Oak schools was born and
a drawing was made depicting
two oil wells with a sturdy Rough-
neck between them. The words
“White Oak” were at the bottom of
the artwork.

Class motto was “Build for
character, not for fame.” The class

- flower chosen was the rose.

Bill Bedford held the position

of editor-in-chief of the first
Roughneck yearbook. Bill Mat
hews served as associate editor
and Alfred Davis was art editor.
Others working on the yearbook
included Hellen Rush, who cov-
ered what was happening with
each class; Betty Jane Shoupe
wrote about athleties, Lafaun
Bankhead and Lottie Bell Johnson
covered school organizations,
Leon Spurrier and Lenore Size-
more wrote feature stories.
Genevieve Freeman was the typ-

-ists and L.D. Gallagher, business

manager. _
Teaching the high school stu-
dents were E. B. Carrington, so-

_ See CLASS OF ‘37 on page 11



Class of ’37

~ Continued from page 9

. cial science; J..D. Fuller, boys’
% physical education; Winlon
. Knowles, science and coach; R.
i W. Maberry, math; Mary Jane
" Moore, music, Winnie Nunez,
Spanish, social science:-Ara
Schrum, English; Jean Rhea
Street; commercial; Maurine Tay-
- lor, home economics; Lena Faye
Vaughn, English; Velrna Wall, girls’
physical education and W. E.
Wright, indusirial arts. Ellis P.
Wood was band director, Grace
Green was the librarian and Irene
Bassetl served as secretary.

' End-of-year events

Thejunior-senior banquet was
held onMay 15, 1937 inthe school
cafeteria. J. W. Knowles served as
master of ceremonies and guest
speaker was Fred Erisman. Mrs.
L. M. Bucy performed a whistling
solo and Betsy Sherwood per-
formed an accordian solo. Daisy

Smith and Ruby Nell Welch per- -

formed a Dutch Song and dance.
In celebration of the first gradu-
ating class the sponsors took the

seniors to Dallas on May 28 by
bus where they spent the night at
the Baker Hotel. There they were
treated to their choice of food from
the extensive menu. - .
Baccalaureate service was heid
on May 30 at 8 p.m. in the high
school. Processional was led by
Mary Jane Moecre and the invoca-
tion was given by Rev. O. F. Bur-

Football queen
Margaret Ploeger

The White Oak Independent
- September 21, 2000 ¢

ton. Entertainment was provided
by cornet trioc Holmes Hutton,
‘Oliver McCarty and Thomas Idom
who performed “Three Chums,”
by Buchtel. )
The scripture reading was given
by R.W. Maberry, the commence-

ment sermon by Rev. J.E. Mont-

gomery and the benediction by
Rev. Thurmond Rucker.

On June 2 at 8 p.m. Com--

- mencement Exercises.of the first
graduating class was held. The
invocation was given by Rev. Floyd

b i

Decker, Manie Sewel} followed with
the salutatory address. A vocal

sextette consisting of Charlene
. Barton, Dortha Mae Lovingood,

Lafaun Bankhead, Agness Sat-
terwhite, Betty Jane Shoupe and
Bertie Hodges and “Why do You
Laugh Little Brook” and “Com-
mencement Day.”

The Honorable Sidney Latham

~addressed the students. After the
" valedictorygiven ‘by Lenore

Sizemore, W.C. Mathis made the
presentation of diplomas.

i
H
1
1
H




Norman Black, D.D.S.

This history of White Oak Schools was compiled and written by Winnie Newman over a
period of many years and its content is to the present date (October 2003). Winnie is the
owner, publisher and editor of the White Oak Independent, a weekly newspaper.
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‘October 23,2003

W'hrte Oak pubhc schools have

. The White Oak area was ruled
by Indians in the early 1800's.
The Cherckee and the Caddo In-

" dian tribes dominated this wooded

East Texas territory. The Chero-
a path from
Nacogdoches to their summer
hunting grounds at White River,
Arkansas. This historic path is
whatis today known as the Chero-

" kee Trace. Along their way the

Indians would plant reses, later to
be known as the Cherokee Rose.
White settlers eventually .made

_theirway to the Easi Texas area to

settle what is today many promi-

nent cities and towns.

Inthelate 1800's, a small farm-
ing community boasting three
large sawmills was located on a

" thickly wooded virgin land that

would eventually be known as
White Oak.

In 1863, Andrew J. ’I\uttle came .
from Alabama during the Civil.

- War. He settled north of Hallsville

until the death of his parents. ’
Tuttle then came to live with

stands. Harris owried a good

. amountof the heavily wooded land
- where U,5. Highway 80 now runs

through.
At the time there was’ only a

filling station, grocery store and
Reynolds Lumber. Lumber is the "

oldest and only continuous busi-

‘ness in White Oak.

Tuttle grew up under the guid-
ance of his aunt and uncle and
later married the daughter of John
Bumpus, another founding father
of White.Oak. Tuttle bought 100

" acres ofland onwhat isnow White

Oak Road where he build a brick
house. He continued to acguire
land until he had approximately
500 acres. Heralsed a large family
and his oldest child, Julius Tuttle,
would later serve on the school

_board iIn White Oak for many years.

. By 1884, there were 12 to 15

. families living in the area. With

the influx of settlers, most who
worked in the sawmills, there were
enough children to warrant a
school. Tuttle and J.E. (Uncle Bee)
Shelton built a small school build-
ing near Hawkins Creck. The

“school was well attended by the

children of the community until it
burned in 1885.
After the fire Tuttie and Shelton

again took steps to establish a .

t

newschool, Pleas Harrls and Kaleb

Bumpus donated ground near a
spring located between two White
Oak samplings on which to build

anew school. Bumpus and Tuttle -
furnished the lumber and the -

people worked together to build
the school.

A 20x30 ft. orne-roomn frame
structure, was lighted by oll lamps

rand had an enroliment of 20 stu-

dents. Will M. Dunagan was em-
ployed as the first teacher. The
school was originally built on the
othér side of where the tennis
courts are nnow located behind the
middle school campus.

Upon completion, John Bum-

- pus, a major contributor to the

" in Harrison country for five years

- his uncle Pleas Harris. They lived .
" south of Highway 80 in the area -
" where White Oal State Bank now

school, noticed the two White Oak
saplings on either side of the build-
ing. It was decided then and there
that the name of this town would

" be White Oak.

The school yearbegan on Octo-
ber 1 and ended on March 1 sothe
children -could help on the farm
during their “vacation.” Two
months of summer scheol were
also scheduled. Active sports con-
sisted of volleyball and baseball.

The games were played from old °

stocking balls to horse apples.
- As time passed, the enrollment

increased, another teacher was—

hired, and-in 1897, a room was
added to the original building. In
1907, the heirs signed the deed
stipulating that the land be used
by the school or church ... and at
such times as not to interfere with
any sessions of school; In the event
that it is used for any other pur-
pose, the land reverts to the heirs
estate. ‘
A 'Modern” School

n 1912 alargermore moedern,
two-room billding was con-
structed near the old ‘one; it re-
sembled a church and was. also
used for worship. Made of rqugh
lumber, it had: four classrooms;

two cloakrooms and a main’ room .

with a stage. The “chairs™ were

_actually homemade, wooden’

beniches that were 16 to 18 feet
lorig. The girls sat on the north
side of the room and the boys on
the south. Two wood. burning

© stoves were used to stave off the

cold and heat the rooms on chilly,
winter. mornings and outdoor

“privy's "modernized” the school,

Mosl of the students walked to
school with their lunches of bis-
cuils and honey or sweet potatoes

and ham in a syrup bucket. Stu-
" dents would drink from a well out
“of a common dipper. During re-

cess, the boys played bull pert,
crossline and stick ball while the
girls played hide-and-seek or
stayed indoors to study, :
In 1889, the first church was
established with mieetings held in
the school building. L.P. Ray came
from New Hopewell Baptist
Church in Upshur County 'to
preach to the community. In 1910,

-the first church, White Oak Mis-

sionary Baptist,. was built near
the school building.

In the fali of 1930, the school
opened with expectation of the
usual eight-month term. Two

‘teachers had been employed and

approximately 50 pupils enrolled:

Then the beginnings of 6ii fleld
history beégan and changed the
life and legacy of East Texas.

0il Brings Growth

.On January 23, 1931, a dis-
covery well was located at the
west end of Gregg County in the
famous East Texas Ofl Field. Due
to the rapid increase in activities

" in the area, the population grew

" and the need of a larger educa-

tional building was a priority.

The church building was. di-:
vided into three classrooms by,

curiains. The school building, the

- church building and several small

shotgun bulldings were used to .

teach the students. Firewood was

o
The Whlte Oak Independent

used {o divide the rooms.
Hawkins Creek provided fresh
water from the spring. The larger
male students wotild carry buck-
ets of water from the creek and
during the day students would
drink from a community dipper. .
Because of the influx of fami-

" lies ‘coming to East Texas as a

result of the oil boom, another
-school had been established. The
Bumpus School was located

across from the pond on Highway -

- 42 on which is now a part of the |

Chloe Bumpus estate. Roads back
in that time were of poor quality

. being mostly mud and rutted and

transportation was not conve-

Jnient, Due to that fact, schools *
" were built close to where people

lived so they could be within waik-
ing distance. Thus, the need for
the Bumpus School.

‘Chloe Bumpus, grandson of -

John, was also active in the school

“system. -He drove a White Qak
school bus for 40 years. .

Meredith Building
‘The year 1933 brought change
and growth to the school system.
More roomwas needed {or the fast

growing school, but citizens could

not agree on the plans for a new

building. Finally, the school board

and .county superintendent de-
cided to act upon their own judg-

ment. A contract was let for an '

eight-room brick building contain-

ing a gymnasium that was started

on September 1, 1934. In Febru-
ary of 1933, the bottom story was
erected. Known today as the Judy

C. Meredith Building, it then’
- boasted of ten classrooms and an

auditorium, The classrooms were
finished and occupied by high
school students on December 1,
1934 and the gymnasium com-
pleted March i, 1935,

In the early 30°s with the ad-

vent of the oil boom another
wooden building was built to

house the approximately 50 stu--

dents and two teachers who were
now employed. The scheol year

-opened for an expanded eight-

month term. One of those teach-
ers was Judy C. Meredith, whoin

- 1958 became the ¢lementary prin-

cipal. She held: that position for
many years -and was, much re-
spected.

In the 1800's and early 1900 s
people tended to bulld houses and
public facilities near springs so
they wouldn't have to build water

“wells, People.would use a gourd

as a dipper. Of course, there were
also wells where water would be
drawn from a bucket.

-.In 1932, W.C. Mathis, superin-

" tendent at that time, fashioned

water troughs from wooden cases
and placed them outside the
school buildings. _

In the early part of 1933, the

-school employed 13 classroom:

teachers and a music teacher and
had about 400 children. Two new

departments — homemaking and

industrial arls —were added. They

‘had electricity in schools and one

telephone, which was wired
ithrough a dentist’s office.
Construction on the Shiloh

“School, the first black school, also

»
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DOUBLE DUTY — The second school building. erected in White Oak in 1912 served
as both the school and church, The building was considered a modern facility as it had

- four classrooms, two cloakrooms a main room with a stage, outdoor “privys” and two
woodburning stoves. Students brought lunches of Liscuits and honey or sweet
potatoes and ham and would drink water from a well out of a common dipper.

began in the year 1933. It opened
for the 1933-34 school year with
four teachers, The Hrst adminis-
trators were Safrona Anderson and
Wilbur Williamns: In 1937, D.M.
{Bmwn. an outstanding adminis-
trator with great interest in cur-
riculum, became principal. His
name is -still synonymous with
" Shiloh Schoot.

In 1949, Shiloh became an el-
ementary school and the high
school students attended classes
in Gladewater. In 1966, Shiloh.
School closed and the students
came to White Oak. D. M. Brown
joined the White Oak staffl as an
administrative assistant and

. Lucille Clark as library assistant. .

The original high school com-
plex was erected in December,
1934. It would later be demol-
ished to build the current middle
school. :

Consolldatlon ‘
in 1936, the Bumpus School
was consolidated with White Oak
schools and students attended the
newly built facilities. The 1936-37
school term marked the first four-.
year high school. White Oak
schogls also becamne an accred-..
* ited member of the Southern Asso-’
ciation of Colleges and Secondaxy ;
Schools. ‘

An important addition to the
school, - the library -— was also
added in 1936, The first library
was located in a classroom and 4
later moved to larger quarters
adjoining the cafeteria. At the same -
time, a teacherage was bulilt to

" house the superintendent, W. ¢.
Mathis, his family and seven or
eight single male teachers, who
shared ‘one bath. The superin-
tendent swife would cook for them
afl.

A two-story frame garage was
built at that same time. The su-
perintendent parked his car on

the ground level and the women
teachers were Housed upstairs.
Eventually, a new two-apartment
brick building was erected across
the street, which housed approxi-
mately 20 unmarried women fac-

'ulty members. The building later .
. posed largely of people. closely

became the homemaking build-

ing and then a Kindergarten:-

Women teachers were not al-

_lowed to marty back then; if they

did, they had to give up teaching.
in the mid-30's, the two {a-
imous White Qak trees became
distressed and had to be cut down.
“In 1937, the ﬂrst permanent

' cafeteria was added to the school

campus. The  cafeteria, a brick
structure, is where the conces-
sion area of the middie school is

how. An Industrial Arts complex

was also joined to the existing

-high school gymnasium.

In 1948, White Qak had 1t's
first bond issueé to build another

building. The law pertaining to  ~
. school finances limited school dis-

trict debt to $25,000 in advance.
But because oil boom money was
easily acquired -— and there was

~ an abundance of 1t — exceplions -
were made,;Some school board

members persona]ly sighedd nole
at a Longview bank and borrowed

. the money to build an elementary

and high school.

- Continued improvements a.nd
commitments to the finest educa-
tional and physical facilities have
been characteristic of the White

Oak school system from 1849 to:
-the present.

Roughneck Stadium
In January, 1949, the LW.
Pelphry Company was awarded
the contract for the construction
of a new football field at a cost of

$11,855. Bleachers and the light-

ing system from the old field were

‘moved to the new location for an.

additional $6,365. On September

1, 1949, Roughneck Stadium was

. dedicated before a record-break-
-ing crowd of approximately 5,000

fans. The dedicatory address in-
cluded the following statement;

| "Whereas, the cilizénship of the
White Oak community is com-

connected with the 011 mdustry

~and;

“Whereas the roughneck is an
inlegral part of the oilfici life and
symbolizes the rugged and daunt- -
less spirit of its people and;

Whereas, theit sons have car-
ried on his traditions on the foot-
ball field by having rnany ‘out-
standing teams;

“Therefore, be it resolved that
in honor of the roughneck and the
many fine White Oak Roughneck
teams of the past that this. field

.shall hereafter be named Rough-

neck Stadium
“The BG's -
. The year 1950 saw the con-

-struction ‘of the band hall, the

only building that had alr condt- |
tioning back then. The new com-
plex: featured elght soundproof

. practice rooms, an olfice, a re-

hearsal room, a, group practice

room,.a storage roomya-uniform

room and a recording studio.
The first award jackets were

- given in accordance with Univer-

sity Interscholastic League rules.
The first Scholastic Day assembly
was held ‘and continues to be a

‘highlight of the.acadeiuic year.

. ‘Also in the 1950's, White -Oak
secured a post office and was in-
corporated .as a city. the newly
formed city brought the Longview
pipelines that ca.rried inwater from
Big Sandy.” ‘

In195]1, the nudclle school gym-
nasium and homemakiixg depart-
ments were added. The gym con-
sisted of the latest athlelic eguip-

e o
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ment, individual showers, and -
" electronically-operated partition
and an 875-person eating capac-
ity

The homemaking depa.rtmentj

‘boasted modern clothing, com-
pletely furnished living and din-
* ing rooms and an office. Both
structures were completed in
1952.

Since this happened during t,he
Korean War, materials were diffi-
cult to obtain, so galvanized si€el
water pipes were used instead of

copper. Copper was nol available.

with help from the congressman

" of that time, a special permitwas |
acquired tg help get some of the

building materials.

Enrollment dropped during the
war because people moved. They
were either drafted, or went to
work in factories that manufac-
tured war iaterials. -

. In 1953, 4 wading pool was
added to the swimming pool.
Into the Futuxe

In 1961, the cafeleria was re-
modeled and a fleld house and
sclence annex were built,

Increased and projected enroll-
ment prompted a million-dollar
renovation and building program

“in'1967. The Administrative Of-.

fices, 13 elementary classrooms
-and an auditorium were built.
The luxury of air conditioning was
also added to the other buildings.
Also in 1961, the town bought
land [rom Bill Bingham, another
founding father of White Oak. -
* - Thebusbarnwasbuiitin 1970.
Iin November, 1972, voters ap-
proved a $1.5 million bend pro-
posal for a middle school, addi-

tional space in the field house,

football stadium improvements,
driveways, parking area and seat-
ing in the auditorium balcony. In

1973, the new high school gym-
nasiumwas named after longiime
superintendent E.B. Carrington.

In 1975, the old high school

was razed to build the current
high school complex. In March of
76, the elementary school was
renamed the Judy C. Meredith
Elementary School. The school
campus pool closed in 1978 as a

" result of the construction of the

new White Qak City Park a_nd
swimming pool.

A few years later, 1981 saw
construction of today's primary

- and intermediate school building.

1982 brought the erection of the
_current Admninistrative Building

"and the dedication of it and the -

elerientary and middle schools. |

The Missouri-Pacific Railroad
maide a gift of a real train caboose
to the school system where it has
become a permanent fixture on

: the elementary piayground for

many years.

Stadium seating wasrenovated
for the 1984 football season. Indi--
" vidual chair seatihg replaced the -

wooden bleachers in the reserved

section -and wooden bleachers -

were replaced with aiuminum
throughout. =~ =~

InDecemberof 1984, the sg¢hool
board voted to add an additional
14 classrooms to the primary wing
of the elementary: school.

Negative 90's

In Lhe fail of 1992, the “Robin

Héod" state funding reform was

" instated, raislhg school taxes from

the "richer” school districts tohelp
fund less wealthier. districts. It
made an impact on many school
districts including WOISD.
However, on a posiiive note,
1995 brought new state-of-the-

arl technology into White Ozk -

schools when a fiber optic com-
puter network station was in-
stalied.

1999 saw the deévastating ef-"

fect of the once rich city and school

system of White Oak with the de-
cline of oli production.. Both gov-

-ernments had no choice but to

raise taxes to meet the standards
known to White Oak. .

Also in 1999, a bond election
was held to'make repairs to roofs
and other much needed work on

school campuses with the most -

important being a major project to

solve water drainage problems at-

the elementary campus.
The last of the 1990 s saw the
razing of the Judy C. Meredith

Building. The building that had
‘once held many students in its

hallways, fell into major disrepair
and sat empty and silent for many
years, After much controversy as

“to whether to save the historical.
- building and renovate, it was

found many after engineering
studies, that it was not cost effec-

tive. The building was razed much’

to the heartache of all,

- A New Century
* The early vears of the new cen-

tury eluded the controversy of the:

a0's. In Novembeér, 2000, the new

White Oak High and Middle School

Food Services Building was com-
pleted and officially opened in
December 2000. -

' In January, 2002, the old caf-
eteria in the high school was reno-
vated, and through coopération

‘with the City of White Qak, a grant’

was awarded and bond money

issued for a new school/ commu-

nity library
InJune, 2002 abel] which was
purchased. by the class of 1947,

was dedicated and hung in the -

bell tower in front of the food
services building in what is now
known as Roughneck Plaza. The
bell tower is appropriately named

“The Judy C Meredith Bell
Towcr

The first novel ever writtenona
typewritér! Tom Sawyer.’

FIRST WATER SYSTEM FOR WHITE OAK SCHOOLS Back 1n 1885 students would
trek down to the spring-fed well (bottom left) behind the school to get a drink of water
using » common dipper. An innocent, everyday practice then, yet something that
would be unheard of today
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Festlvmes

Contlnued from !

Football captains will g
spirational speechesand the
leaders will rally all in atler
to get the gym rumbling as
run high in anticipation
Homecoming football gam
evening.

" Friday evening registrati
continue. before gameti
Roughneck Stadium. Pre-ga
tivities begin at 7 p.m. wi
crowning of the 2003 Hon

ing Queen and the present:

her court. Thé game begins
when the Roughnecks ch:.
the Jefferson Bulldogs.

. L ]

On Saturday, the Homex
Parade begins a full day of
ties, The parade begins at
a.m. on White Oak Road.

* whohave already signed up

parade need to line up or

spur, Gladiola and Re

Stréets. Late entries must «
Tommy Graves at White O:

-Hall Saturday morning bef

parade begins.

Among parade entran
year will be members of the
Oak All-Century Football ar
ketball teams, members ol tl

. of 1953, the White Oak Hi

Middte School bands, the
school student council and
leaders, Lil'Neck cheerlead
Homecoming Queénand he
the fourth’and fifth grade
choirs, the WOHS Theatrel

‘ment, White Oak Boy Scot

Longview Equestrian Cern
Sharon Shrine Mustang
WOVFD, the Gregg Coun

- riffs Patrol, Campfire USA

of Glass Corvette Club, &
East Texas Vintage Auto €

After the parade, the Wh
Lions Club will held their
barbecue from at-11 a.m.
p,m. at the White Oak Com
Center offering chicken anc

" Also beginning immediate
- the parade will be the sec

nual “Cops and Kids, Aul

.the Park” Softball Rally anc

at the girls softbali field
White Oak City Park. Thrc
theday numerous parties a:
reunions will be held.

- Highlighting Saturday’s
tiesand ending Homecomir
end will be the Homecomin,
for all exes. The dance will

. at the Maude Cobb Activity

from 8 p.m.-midnight.

" For moreinfotmatol oi
coming 2003, contact Bil
Liz Rogers at. 759-7758
2118. To enter the par:
Carol Copeland at 759-39
16




