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experience, and the success which he bas won in the field
of commerce he has at various times used for the benefit
of his community, and is one of the civic leadera in Lilano
eounty.

Stephen D). Rainier was born in Camden, New Jersey,
August 23, 1862, His early life wes spent.in his native
state, during which time le attended the grammar and
high sehools, and between his school days and the age of
twenty-one he remazined at home and helped work the
paternal aeres in New Jersey. At the age of twenty-
one he came to Texas, and the first year was spent in

San Antonio in looking over the field and preparing for -

his permanent underizking. He then moved to Burpet,
where he was employed on a salary in the cotton, hide,
and wool business. e heeame thorougbly familiar with
all the detnils of that trade, and on Junuary 1, 1896,
established a busivess of his own at Llavo. IHe is one
of the most extensive dealers in cotton, wool, hides and
pecans in southwest Texus and ships his merchandise all
over the country.

In Llano on June 8, 1808, Mr. Rainjer married Bliss
Tva May Reisman, who was formerly from Austin, Texas.
They have one ehild, Annie. Mr. Rainier’s church
preference is the Episcopal. At the present time he is
serving s chairman of the Republican County Central
Committee of Llano county, but s hardly a practical
politician in the usual sense of the word. He has served
on the sehool board in Lilano and g always ready to get
in line on any movement for the betterment of bis com-
munity, Mr. Rainier takes special pleasure in driving
good horses and is a mun of broad sympathies and takes
pleasure in all the good things of life. Though not a
native son of Texas, his own loyalty to the Lome Star
atate is not cxceeded by that of any lifclong resident
bere, and in his opinion the state.bhas a remarkable fu-
ture fully in keeping with its remarkable past. N

Jerg . Turxer, S, Not only is Jere G Turner
fitly called the ‘‘dean of Longview citizens'’ beeause of
his very early residence bere; but he ig further distin-
guished by having been one of the founders of the first
business house ever located in Longview, the builder of
its first good residence and a most active leader in the
ereation of Gregg county.

Ar. Turner is a descendant of fine Southern stoek in
both lines. Iis maternal aneestry was of the Clemens
family, made famous by that gifted member of it who
has become so well known by ''Mark Twain,’* through
the floods of sunsbine which his numerous writings turped
upon the world, A close kinsman of Samuel Clemens
wus James Clemens, who married a mewnber of the Milis
family of Kentucky, which bas produced some of the
notable citizenship of our period. Jamea Clemens and

his wife were the parents of Jere Clemens, who was a

Mexiean war patriot, a member of Congress, and a strong
supporter of the Union during the Civil war; and of
Ann Clemens, who heeame Mrs. William 8. Turner and
the mother of him who is the special subject of this bio-
graphical aceount. The Turner family were originally
Virginizn. In the old Dominion State William 3 .'I‘urner
had been born and had, as a ehild, accompanied his
parents to Alabama. There they settled in the vieinity
of HMuntsville, where, on reaching maturity, William
Turner married Miss Clemens and where their children
were horn. These ineluded James Turner, who spent
hig life at Helena, Arkansas; Dr, Archie Turner, whose
last days were spent at Hope, Arkansas; John Turner,
who died unmarried; and Jere C. Turner, whose achieve-
ments are the special object of this sketeh.

The date.of Jere €. Turner’s birth was May 27, 1848,
and his earliest years were spent in his. native hqme at
Huntsville, Alabama.c While he was yet a child hig par-
ents moved to near HMelena, Arkansas, where his_ele-
mentary education was pursued and where he enjoyed the
gerene advantages of an afiluent home until the out-
break of {he Civil war.. On the questions involved in that
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conflict the Turner family sided with the interests.of ™
the South and might have fared ill had it not been for %
the influence of Colonel Clemens, one of Mr. Lineoln’s B
Southern advisers during the war. It was due to -his
foresight that Federal pickets were sef about the T'nrner
home and their property shielded instead of being ruth-
lessly destroyed. But even this friendly intervention of -
the government at Washington could not stay the aeliv-
ity of an enthusiastic young Southerner suchk a Jere
Turner was. In the enthusiasm of his earlier youth—
for he was barely fifteen years of age—he conld not for-
Lear aiding his soldier ecyntrymen of the South. Ep- i
gaging through the lines in traffic which was contraband
of war, he continued at intervals to thus give vent to his
sectional patriotism, until hig attitude meraced mot only .
liis own safety, but probably that of his family as well.
e therefore had the additional adventure of being a
refugec to Texas, where until the close of the war he
remained at Gilmer, When throughout the country peace
again prevailed, he returned to Arkansas, resuming kis
studies at Russel’s Normal! Academy, a school conducted
by Professor 0. . Russel, a noted edueator who bad pre-
viously been of New York, but who served as a Confed-
erate soldier during the ‘Civil war, . :

The state of Texas, in spite of its then raw condition,
appealed strongly to the youmg man’s interests, for hbe
saw in it much of the promise that has since been ful-
fitled. In 1867 he returped to t¥e Lone Star state and
began his self-supperting existemce. At that time the :
end of the Texas and Pacific construction westward
marked the only hint of the commercial center thid re-
gion has hecome. The new line of railroad stretching
its length westward had made mutually advantageous a
serie of supply camps which originated at Marshall
They, were condueted by Miller, McKellar and Company,
and for this concern Jere C. Turner became bookkeeper.
Continning with this firm he became its manager during ;
the spjourn at Hallville and before the Longview locality
was reached, he was one of the partners of the company. 3

This pioneer firm of Longrview-—composed of J. B. |
Miller, E. It. McKellar, J. A. McKellar and J. C. Turner,
was thus, as stated above, the first commercial concern
located in Longview. Tt is interesting to recall that
their business card appeared in the initial issue of Long-
view’s first paper—The Longricw News, which was g
edited in part by no less a personage thap James 8.
Hogg,. later governor of Texas. One of its first news
items in that earliest issue, dated November 28, 1871,
was the following: ¢ We often read and hear of whole- -
sale and retail groeers and generzl commission mer- -
chants, but rarely ever see such a stanch firm as Miller,
MeclKellar and Company. These gentlemen will do to tie
to. It will be seen by the way they patronize home in-
stitutions that they are the right men in tbe right place.
A sufficient sequaintanee with this firm justifies us_ in
commn:ending them heartily to the public in general.”’
The loyalty to local interests indicated in that comment
is perhaps the keynote to both Mr. Turner’s success and
the unusnal degree of appreciation accorded him by his
townsmen. Although his lecating in Leongview was nt
the time supposediy temporary, he made a firm place
for himself early in his career by such evidence of fair-
ness and reciprocal obligation. ]

His business career of more than forty years has been
one that hag grown more and more closely into the civie
entity of the town. That first step in grocery mer-
chandige was so suceessfully takem that when in 1872
Miller, McKellar and Company closed out its business ip
Longview, he at once obtained a place in the clerieal
force of the bapk of F. J. Harrison and Company.
After a time he again entered merchandise, this time 3
independently, Purchasing from Britton Buttrill the lot
which the latter had used zs the site of his hotel (but
which is now oceupied by the First National Bank build- 1
ing) Mr., Turner there erected the business house in-
which he sold goods &s a grocer, He twice rebuilt as a
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result of succeseive conflagrations in the heart of the that many younger men may emnlate and which many
town, and his is the distinction of having built the firat older men may envy Jere 0. Turer, Sr.
permanent business edifice ever conetructed in Longview. i : )
The steady growth of his retail grocery busingss was JourNn R. STINSOK, 2 retired merchant of Marshall,
guch that in 1897 he converted it into a wholesale busi- and a representative of one of the pioneer families of
ness, the same being incorporated as the Turner Gro-  Texas, dates hig birth in 1849, on his father’s farm
cery Company, capitalized at $50,000.00. The stock of  two miles southeast of the present courthouse af Marshall.
this concern is owned and comtroiled entirely by mem- Mr. Stinson’s father, Samuel Stinson, was born in
bers .of the Turner family, Mr. Turner himself being  Smith county, Tennessee, In 1844, with hiz brother,
its president and lis sous the other official heads of the David Stinson, he ecame from Tennessee to Texas and
company. settled jn Harrisen county, near Marshall, and a few
Other commercial and financial interests of Mr. Pur-  years later he maved to the town. David Stinsop was A
ner inelude his conbection with the Citizens’ National lawyer, prominent and influential, and at one time. served
Bank, When that institution was promoted e became  as County Judge of Harrison county. Samuel Stinson
s stockholder and was made the president of the bank. alee fignred in public service here. FHe was elected to
He is remembered with gratitude by many of the eiti- the office of County Clerk, which be filled for several
zens of Longview because of the Fact that when the years and from which he resigned a Jyear before his
financial sitvation was uncertain and rumors of cipuns'’  death, which oceurred in 1854. The mother of Jobn R.
were abroad, he came forward with the pledge of his Stinson was Cynthia (Baker) Stinson. She was born in
owp persomal estate to depositors as a guaranty of the  Mississippi, and in the early forties came with her par-
gecurity of their funds. ents to Iarrison county, Texas. Bhe died in 1868. In
Anoiher important mpvement  with which Jere C. 1854, shortly after her husband’s death, ghe hought a
Turner, Sr., has been connected with signal honer io him-  home place in Marshalk, which comprised practically, the
gelf and value to the commuunity was the ereation of  block hounded by Austin, Fultor, Rusk and Franklp
Gregg county. e was one of the early memhbers of the  streets, and in this bloek Jobn R Stinson has ever since
town board and in that capacity his influence and activity  made his home.
proved vital to the success of the proposal. Assoejated Tn his youth Mr, Stieson had the ndvantage of being
with him in this work was a man whose prominence and  a pupil in one of the best schools in this part of 'Texas,
nsefulness as a citizen in those formative days have been  at that time,—that in charge of Prof. Morgan H. Looney,
pingularly averlooked in the tributes wsually paid te iu-  at Gilmer, 'n which was educated a number of promi-
fluential piopeers yhose names ghoald live at least in  nent Texan characters. His first business experience was
those given to the strcels of the town. I r as clerk in a store at Marshall. That was in 1868, and
fias: been: paid :to: Britton: Butt iy who be continued thus employed until he engaged in business
Tiait ] nd for himself. e conducted a mercantile business at
Marshall up to 1002, when he retired from active life.
Afr, Stinrop served one term a8 Mayor of Marshall,
1890-1801.
In 1908 Jie had the misfortune to lose his wife, who
. before marriage was Miss Sallie Callaway. She, too, was
a native of Harrison county. Their only child is Robert
Lee Stinsoun. .

o for the Tais : .
dollars:required for the representative who must go to Jupse Fraxg B, QUIKK. 1t is one of the old and
Avakia to coach the movement wntil it should be made a prominent families of east Texas that is represented by
low., The money was slow in coming, only six dollars  Judge Frank B. Guinn, who has bimself been promi-
having been contributed Lefore the day on which it wos  nently identified with the state as a lawyer, and a8 well-
required, The balance of the amount came out of the kpown public man, and during o lopg residence and eiti-
sehet of Jere C. Turner, who thus, so to speak, stcod  zenship at Rusk has rendered many important services
godfather %o the infant county. Te was on the bond of  to that locality.
the first sheriff of Grepg county, Judge T. B. Guinn is a sen of the piomeer Texaa law-
The earliest dwelling-house of worthy quality in Long-  yer, Judge Robert H. Guinn, who died at Rusk in 1888,
view, built—as stated above—by Mr. Turner, ig still hos  after forty years of active professional 1ife, during which
home. In November of 1871 ocenrred his first marringe, time he flad won lis way to eminence as & eriminal
Fannie €. Harrison at that time becoming Mrs. Jere C. lawyer
Turner. She was a daughter of . J. Tarrisen, of Several generations back in the family genealogy is
T eatchie, Touisiana, her father later becoming a banker  found Emanuel Guinn, who was a Revolutionary goldier
of Longview, To her and Mr. Turner were born five daugh-  on the American side. A son of Emanvel Guinn was
ters and four sons. The eldest is William Turner; Apnie,  James Goion, and among the children of James was
Mis, J. J. Stewart, is the wife of a leading Longview John Guinn, father of the late Robert FI. Guinn. John

dontist; Fannie, Mrs, MeClain, is a resident of Pine Guinn married Rachel Shields, whose mother was a Miss

Bluff, Arkansas; J. C. Turner, J1., is vice president of the TEvans. They had eight children, and six of them went
sTurner (irocery Company ., MeK. is.secretary of the from Tenpessee about 1856 and settled in Towa, These
Turper Grocery Company; Lillian, Mrs, Clarence Kiug, is  were named John, Hyreannus, William, Jackson, Alpha
a resident of DBristol, Tennessee; and Harry 8. Turner  Greenlee, and Dester Bradford. Some of these people
is shipping clerk for the Turper wholesale house. Tn  were known in the vicinity of Belle Plain and Glidden,
189® Fannie Harrison Turner passed to another life. and onc of the Guinps in fows was 2 member of the
The present Mrs. Turber was formerly Mre. Mattie legislature. ‘Another son of John and Rachael Guinn
Bowles, 2 daughter of Thomas M. Gatlin, of Keatehie, was Judge John W. Guinn, who gettled ip Angelina
Louisiana. county, Texas, where he was 2 leading lawyer, and served
The life of no man in Longview hag been more closely on the bench. Robert H. Guinn, whose name completes
Jnit with that of the growing town than has Jere C.  the family of John and Rachael, though he was not the
Tuiner’s, during his forty years of activity in this com-  younpest child, was bern in Grecns county, Tennessee,
munity. In the important and guccessful business which  in 1822, In the same eounty Andy Jobpson, the tailor
be has built up, ip the creditable family he bas given to president, cut oub hie first froek coat. Robert H. Guinn
the world and the community, and in the deep and hearty aequired a fair education and read 1aw ‘wnder his brother,
rs.-‘{:c;yt 20% his fellow eitizens, be bns built a monument  James W. Guinu. Moving to Randolph county, Alabams,
ol V- -
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Jere Clemens Turnér, Sr. was born in Helena, Arkansas in 1849, He came to
Texas after-the war between the Statéé and first lived in Marshall which was a3
far as the Texas and Pacific Railway had been built. V¥hen it was extended to
Eallsville , his firm moved cu there and when the railroad was extended to Long-
view, he moved there. The townehip of Longview was established in 1872. He was
married to Francis Charollete Harrison, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. ¥. Ja Harrison,_
November 18, 1871, Mr. Harrison orgenized the F. J. Harrison Banking Company
vhich vas the forerunner of the present First Rational Bank. Two children were
born; Will in October, 1872; and Annie, in Hovember, 1873. In March, 1874, Mr.
Turner bought ten lots, Block #17, near the Junetion of the Texms and Pacific
and International Great Northern Railroads. Also in 1874, he built a two-stary
heme on this property which faced what is now known as Methvin Street. This
street was nsmed for O. H. Methvin, cne of the early settlers. Tha originel
walls of this house are exactly the same with the exception that the half front
porch, both upstairs and dmmsta.ire, was taken in to enlerge the living room
dcvmstaii‘s and & bedroon upstairs. New windows were yut in as needed repairs.
The repairs were made in 1923, The inside of this original house hed walls of
plaster on lath spd then papered. There are six wood-burning fireplaces in this
house, snd there are now three of the original mantles in perfect condition.
Stean heat was put in this house m 1910 to supplement the fireplaces. The
gtairway, which was bought in St. Louls, comsisiting of the newel post, stepa,
handrail, with ita Vertica-l gupports, are all of walmut and earved. This stair-
way is in perfect condition today. _

On the premises was & 16rge ohe-room puilding that was used for a achool
room for their children. sr. Turner believed in paying for the education of ‘his
own children and vas fortunate that he could employ an excellent governess Ior

nis children until they reached college gge, Five children were born in this




house on Methvin Street. Fannie, July, 2873; Lucy, September, 1876; Jere, Nov-
caber 6, 1878; laurs, in October, 1880 sud Mack, February 22, 1883. The house
vas then gcld to Mrs. M. A. Terry October 23, 1883, who sold it %o Mr. and Mre.
G. A, Miller.

In 1895 during this intermin, Mr. and Mrs. Turner and family lived in & house
he built on Turners Hill in the outskirts of Longvlew now novm a8 Mugget Hill
Addition. Three children vere bora here: Lillianm, December 29, 1885; and the ‘
tvine Newlyn and Harry, July, 6, 3888. Mrs. Francis Charlotte Turner died in
this houge in 1892, Mr. Twmer married a widow, Mre. Marths Winifred Gattlin
Boles, in 1894, This house on the hill burned 1897 and Mr. Turner bought his
original home on Methvin Street which was the entire Block #17 from Mr. and Hrs.

G. A. Hiller 1 1903 and iived there witdl his desth March 18, 1923, Jeve Clemens
Turner, Jr. inherited this houe e was born in and lived there until his death in
Jenwary 10, 1962, %he home was given to Mra. Hollowey Kitehell{ Dorothes Turner
Mitchell) daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jere (lemens Turner, J¥., who now ovns it. |

Jere Claméns Turner, Sr. had two hovbies, fine horses and Jersey cows. e
a.lm ovmed, and rode, with great akill, beautiful Xentucky-bred horses that were
very cavefully groomed and veally looked the part of genuine thoroughbreds. Hes
Turner was the first person to lmport Jersey cows to Zast Texas from the Jersey
Tsles, For years he exhibited them at the Dallas Fair, vhere they attracted
ymeh attention and won wany biue ribbons, He continued to own fine horses and
Jersey covs as long 88 he lived, There vere several big berns on thls bloek and
two emal) houses were Tullt on the back of the dlock for the gervanis. These
barns and houses have been moved off. However, very close to the h«ﬁum in the
vear stands BB attractive well house vhich i in 1ts original state., 7The front
of this well house, vwhere the well ip located, the sides ang frout are of latiice.
The orlginal well iz 35 feet deep and now has an electric pump 111 to water the
yard snd flovers, Ths back part of this bullding 48 of brick with a cupcla on -
top vhich ’@'3 used for a dairy house. |

PICTURE O_F WELL HOUSE ENCLOSED




MRS. PAUL B. BELDING o 602 SYLVAN DRIVE » LONGVIEW, TEXAS

“July 8, 196L.

Dear Mrs. Keese,

In reading "A History of Rusk County, Texas" by T
Winfrey I ran across the following on page 63: _

in.sPeakﬁng of Governcr Webster Franagan it says:

"He has =2 small herd of pure Jersef cattle imported
from the Juersey Island, on the coast of England.
————— Two of his cows were shipped from Jersey
en route for Texas, on June Tth, 1873, and arrived
at Overton on the 7th of August,---~-=~

There ismuch more sbout this type of cattle-----

If you will check the marker for the Turner House
purchased by Dorothea Turner Mitchell you will see,
I think, that she thought her grandfather imported
the first Juersey Cattle to East Texas. I don't
know whether she has bills of sale ete. to estab-
lish an earlier date than the one publicized by
the Flanagans in the Rusk Co. SHisory, but I am
leaving for a trip to the Eagst and thought you
might either check with her and ask or perhaps
change the marker to read "one of the first"

to import Jerseys to East Texas. I know that

John Ben 1s most anxious not to make a permanent
record of enything that might be challenged,

and we certainly don't want to cause anyone else
to do so,.

As I said, Mrs. Mitchell may have some documented
proof of this or it may just be family tradition.
At any rate she certainly thinks he was the Tirst
and I know thst he was very well to do and actlive
in the development of this Longview ares at an
early dgagte. However, I could neot swear to the ex-
sct date. '

Enjoyed our trip to Austin and meeting you. Thought
I was writing to an "eolder lady".

Very truly,

,[
{ ik g

- Amella S Beldlng
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War, although only a. bw hf ivl}
the Confederate forces b ' aldeq

¥ g
them with contrubnnd;soggply;\?f

and

Lop

cory -Company, one of- the kS
.wholesale concerna of thia city
was one of the organizers and presl-
dent of the (itizeng' Ngtionul Bank
of this city and wag: ‘connected with
ivarious other loca,l businesa 1ntex-
gsts v SRRt
Mr. Turnar was one of, the ploneer
citizens of this section responsihle;
for the creation of Gregg Counf“
and conbributed lurgaly cf e t,im
anlt_:lI his means in *" ‘mig mc;vemem i
8 is 81’ 1ved 'by seven ch
l:[':‘[‘h"u surviving children :r;“?‘f'ﬁ'h
urner and Mrs. Fannle Norto:
Pine Bluff, Ark.; Mrs, J, I, 8 awar't];‘
San  Angelo; Mrs. Clarenge Klng’
Bristol, Va.: ‘Mack, .Tere .l'r and'J
Haj.f-ry. I,ongvlew T
uneral wliil b
10 o*olock in Lor?gglﬂg.@?ﬁday at




Jere Clemens Turner, 8r. vas boxn in Helens, Arkensas in 184§ He caze 4o
mmmﬁemwmmsmuammnnm in Marshall vhich vas as
farmthEMHmdMHicmmth- ¥hen it vas extamﬂ.edto
Eallsville, MszMWmmmwmmmum“semmwm-
view, he moved there. The township of Longview was esteblished in 1B72. He was
married to Francls m.romm Barrison, dsughiter of Mr. n.nﬁ Mrs. F. J. Harrisco;
Novegber 18, 1871. Mr. Barrison erganized the F. J. Herrison Banking Compesy
which was the rmmnmer of the present First National m Tsm children were
m; Hillinﬂctdber, m;mmu, :ln!omer, 18’{3 " In March, 1874, Mr.
Turner bought ten lots, ;;.eck #17, nosx the Junction of the Texas and Pacific
Imd International Oreat -W Rallroads. Alsc in Iﬁ'ﬂi, he duilt & two-story
hm on this property which faced viat is Bov knm as Methvin Street. mgs
au-eet vas npamed for ¢. H. Methvin, one of the ne.rly settlers. 'J.'h,e arigjml
nllsafthishmsemamﬂythemﬁthmmepﬁwthnﬂmm{ﬁm
pqrch bmupstauaandd«mmm, uashkenmtotnwsetheliﬁngm
dmstairs and & hedroom u@u‘b&m m windovws vere wit in as needed reznm
therepaira veremdaeialgﬂs. Thei.nsidanfthis original house had walls of
plagter on isth snd then wperad There Are six vooé—h\n'nins fireplms i.n this
hme,mﬁt&mmwthmeﬁwewiﬂmmauwfmtemmﬁm -
mmtwswtmmammwmmmmntm:ucpmh The
mm, which was bought in 5%, Louis, eonsisting of the nevel pest,.atape, |

hanﬂnu, ﬂthitswﬁi&lmpp&ts,mmdwmm Mem

| my is 1n yerfeet emﬂ.itiﬁm W | | | | .
mmmmm;mpm-mmmmtmmrw;mm

voom for their children. &.mhwmmtwmmaﬁme@hh

.mmmmrmmtmmamlwmemewmsfm |

hischﬂﬂrenuntiltheyrewhedmlegem Fiveehildrenverehminthiu




house on Nethvin Street. Fennie, July 1875, Luoy, September, 18?6 Jere, Nov~

emberﬁo 1878 Laura, in October, 1880- nd Maok, February 22 1883. The houee:

' houee he built on Turnere Hill in the outeklrts of Longview now known as ngget
;Hill Addition. Three ohildred were born he1e° Lllllan, December 29, 1885'.end t;
7'twine Newlyn and Herry July 6 1888 Mrs; Francis Charlotte Turner died in
this house in 189?. Mr.-Turner marrmed-a widow; MrJ; Mextha Winifred Gattlin
Bolee;'in 1694. Thie house on the hill burned 189? end Mr. Turner bought hls.°f'

: /ST -
priginel home on Methvin Street whloh Wae the entlre Blook #1? fbom Mr. end Mre

{iwhis death i K

January 10 1962 The home wee given to Mrs. Holloway Mitchell(Dorothea Turner

: Mitohel]) deughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jere Clemens Turner, Jr. who now owns e,
Jere Clemens Turner, Sr. had two hobbies, flne horses and Jersey cows. Held

_ alweys owned end rode, w1th great skill, beautiful Kentucky bred horeee that we
very oarefully groomed end really looked the pert of genuine thoroughbreds. Mr..
Turner was the first pereon to 1mport Jersey cows to East’ Texes from ‘the~ Jersey'
”Isles. Por yeare he exhibited them at the Dellas Peir, Where the attracted .
much attentlon and won many blue ribbone, He oontinued to ownb ine horses and
'Jereey oows ag long as he 1ived. Thexe were several blg berns on this blook anc'
two smali houeee were built on the baok of the block for the eervants.rThese -
barns and houses have been moved off However, very “close to the house in the.
rear stands an attraotive well house which is in its original state. The front
The oxiginal well is 35 feet deep and now hee an eleotrio pump in to water the
yvard and flowers. The back part of this building is of brick with a cupola on

top whioh was used for a dairy house.




CLEMENS, JFREMIAH, politician, soldier and au-

" thor: h, Huntsv1lle Ala., Deec. 28 1814; d. there =~ . ¢

May 21,1865, He was well educated at LaGrdnge Col-
lege, the University of Alabama, and Transylvania
University. In 1834 he bvegan to practise law in

Huntsville, was soon appointed Federal district-at-

torney, served several terms in the legislature, was

defedted twice for Congress, and in 1849 was appoint-
ed to fill a vacancy in. the United States senate, in

which he made a reputation, In politics he was first

. a Whig, and later a Democrat, Clemens in 1842 volun-

teered in the TSXah army and served as lieutenant—301~

onel for a year, In 1847 he was appointed major in

the regular army; and colonel a YGai later. He re- .
signed in 1849, Flected to the Alabama convention of .
1861, he oppoaed'secession, but finally voted for it

and was put in charge of the Alabama militia. A year

~later he went over to the Féderals, and lived in thew,_m.m_;\

North until his death in 1864, Clemens was a glftnd Vo
but erratic man, whose ambition was to excel in many

fields. He wrote three rather good novels: Bernard |

Lile; Mustang Gray; and The Rivals;v

(From The South in the Building of the Natlon
(1909) vol, 11,pp.914—°15,
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1-@2-202 9:51AM FROM THC ARCHITECTURE 512 463 6095 P2
TEXAS PRESERVATION TRUST FUND GRANT PROGRAM
FUNDING RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2002
TYPE OF ‘
. RESOURCE GRANT TOTAL  FUNDING
PROJECT NAME/CITY COUNTY TYP REQUESTED POINTS RECOMMEND.
Texas Beyond History, 2002 Archeol Education THC: 75 $15,000.00
Sratewide AB: 75
San Felipe State Archeological Austin Archeoldgy  Planning THC: 70 $7,000.00
_ San Felipe AB: 70
Dr. LB. Nofsinger House Bastrop Architecfure  Development THC: 83 $21,000.00
Elgin ' AB: 85
Rialto Theater Bee Architeclure  Planning THC: 85 $25,000.00
Becville : AB: 85
Center for Archaeol. Research Bexar Archeolqgy  Development THC: 70 $10,000.00
San Antonio AB: 70
Bryan Municipal Building Brazos Architecture  Development THC: 85 $25.000.00
Bryan ‘ AB: 83
R.F. Hardin High School Brown Architecture  Planning THC: 75 $10,000.00
Brownwood _ ‘ AB: 15
Fort Anahuac Charobers Archeolggy  Planning THC: 80 $18,000.00
Anahgac AB: 30
O1d Collin County Courthouse - Collin Architeclure  Development THC: 90 $25,000.00
McKinaey ‘ AB: 90 .
City Hall of Comanche Comanche Architecpure  Planning THC: 70 $8,750.00
Comanche : AB: 70
Bluff Dale Tabernacle Erath Architeciure  Development THC: 70 $2,450.60
Bluff Dale | AB: 70
Ladonia Presbyterian Church Fannin Architecture  Development THC: 75 $15,100.00
Ladonia AB: 75
The Four-Square Barn Fayette Architecture  Devclopment THC: 75 $20.000.00
Round Top ' - AB: 75
Reedy Chapel AME Church Galveston Architecture  Development THC: 80 $25,000.00
Galveston . AB: 80 '
Van Alstync City hall Grayson Architechure Development FHC: 75 $10,183.00
Van Alstyne AR: 75
Dean Keener Crim House Gregg Axchitec;(ure Planning THC: 70 $1,750.00
Kilgore , AB: 70
Houston Municipal Air Terminai Harris Architecture  Development THC: 70 $17,500.00
Houswon : AB: -70




1-02-282 $:514M

Taylor

FROM THC ARCHITECTURE 512 463 6095

4 McGill Brothers Building Tim Wells
Alice _
Robert A. Terrell Home Kaufman
Terrell
George Bush Family Home Midland

" Midland
-Chinati Hot Springs, Inc. Presidio
Matfa
Smathers-DeMorse House Red River .
Clarksvilic
West Texas Woolen Mills Schleicher
Eldorade
Lee House at Fort Ringgold Starr
Rio Grande City
Fort Worth Stockyards Historical Tarrant
Fort Worth
Van Zandt County Courthouse Van Zandt
Canton
Me¢Namara-O'Conner House Victoria
Victoria
Forrest Lodge No. 19A. F. & A. M. Walker
Humsviile
Montemayor House Webb
Laredo
Tom Loyd Burnett Home Wichita
fowa Park
Old Taylor City Hall of 1935 Williamson

Architecture
Architectare
Architec fure
Architcﬁ bure
Architeclure
Architecfure
Architec ure
Architeciure
Architec urc
Architeciure
Architect ﬁrc
Architecture
Architeciure

Atchitecture

Development
Planning
Planning
Planning
Devé]opment
Development
Development
Development
Development
Planning
Development
Planning
Development

Development

THC:
AB:

THC:
AB:
THC:
AB:
THC:
Al:
THC:
AB:
THC:

. AB:

THC:

70

70

80
80

75

: 75
+ 70
: 70
r 15

75

: 75
: 75

: 70
: 70

: 70
: 70 .

: 80

80

: 70
. 70

TOTALS

P.3

$1,875.00
$1,750.00
$4,000.00
$5,000.00
$5,171.60
$4,019.00
$5.000.00
$13,698.00
$5,000.00
$12,499.00
$5,250.00
$17,50g;@9= '
$25,000.00
$17,500.00

$3806,000.00




Gregg County Historical Commission

Norman W. Black, D.D.S. - 417 Mobberly Avenue Phone 903-757-2261
Chairman Longview, Texas 75602 Fax # 903-753-5337
August 21, 2001

Texas Preservation Trust Fund

Re: Application for the 2002 Grant Program: The Turner Home, 503 E. Methvin St.,
Longview. _ :

Dear Sirs:

This fine 1874 house is one of the very few remaining houses in Longview of this
vintage. It occupies a prominent location near the downtown area. J. C. Turner, Sr.,
called the “dean of Longview citizens”, was a prominent citizen of Longview and was
instrumental in the formation of Gregg County. When only $6.00 had been raised of the
$50.00 needed for the representative to go to Austin to appear before the Committec on
County Names and Boundaries Mr. Turner personally paid the remaining amount.

This house has an RTHL designation. Over the years, all owners have maintained
the house in excellent condition. Mr. Bethel Muntz purchased the house from the Turner
estate before 1988,

This historic home is more than worthy of preservation. A grant from the Texas
Preservation Trust Fund will certainly help in this direction.

Sincerely,

Norman W. Black, D.D.S.




Gregg County Historical Commission

Norman W. Black, D.D.S. 417 Mobberly Avenue Phone 903-757-2261
Chairman Longview, Texas 75602 Fax # 903-753-5337
April 16, 2003
Sharon Mitchell

501 East Methvin Street
Longview, Texas 75601

Re Recorded Texas Historic Lan"dmark: The Turner Home‘

Dear Mrs. Mitchell

1 understand to make the exterior entrance or this historic house compliant with
the ADA requirements it will be necessary to install a ramp near the northwest, parking lot
arca entrance. This in no way jeopardizes the Official Texas historic designation the house

now carries. Please contact me if further questions arise.

Sincerely,

B F $lock

~ Norman W. Black, D.D.S..




