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| WE STAND ON GROUND THAT HAS UNDERCONE MANY TRANSFORMATIONS.
'BEFORE THE DISCOVERY OF THE EAST TEXAS OIL FIELD, IT WAS A PLACE
WRERE THE DOWN AND OUT MIGHT ERECT A SHACK WITHOUT INTﬁRFERENCE
FROM THE LANDOWNER. ON ACCOUNT OF ITS TERRATN, WITH TTS UNEVEN
SURFACE ‘AND DILCHES,. 1T WAS NOT CONSIDERED A SUITABLE PLACE FOR
THE ERECTION OF ANY IMPROVEMENTS AND THE PROPERIY WAS CONSIDERED
OF LITTIE VALUE. SOME OF OUR BLACK FRIENDS WHO WERE NOT POSSES -
SED OF VERY MUCH WORLDLY GOODS POPULATED IT, AND IT WAS GIVEN THE
NAME OF HAPPY HOLLOW. | |

THEN CAME THE ADVENT OF THE EAST TEXAS OIL FIELD IN THE

MIDST OF THE WORSE DEPRESSTON THAT HAS EVER BEFALLEN OUR COUNTRY.
HORDES OF PEOPLE CAME.TO OUR TOWN SEERKING A LIVELTHOOD. THEY
CAME WITH PRACTICALLY NOTHING EXCEPT THE CLOTHES ON‘THEIR BACKS.
TREY CROWDED ‘INTO HAPPY HOLLOW, LIVING IN TENTS, BASTILY:BUILT
SHACKS, AND EVEN GOODS BOXES, THEY LIVED THERE FOR TWO OR THREE

. YEARS BUT THE LAND BECAME VALUABLE THE CI”Y OF KILGORE NEEDED

A RECREATIONAL PARK. IN ORDER TO MAKE THE LAND AVATTABLE FOR
SALE TO THE CITY FOR PARK PURPOSES, IT WAS NECESSARY TO HAVE IT
' VACATED. THE PRINCTPAL OWNER OF THE LAND NOW CONSTITUTING THE
PARK INSTITUTED EVICTTON PROCEEDINGS AGAINST THE INHABITANTS AND
PAID TO HAVE THEM MOVED' TO'OTHER VACANT PREMISES.

| TN 1934 THE ROOSEVELT NEW DEAL WAS IN FULL BLAST. RILGORE
NEEDED A PARK, THE FORMER HAPPY HOLLOW TAND WAS AVAILABLE. THE
CITY ACQUIRFD TRE LAND AND BEGAN.PLANNING THE FACTLITIES THAT

WOULD TRANSFORM THE LAND INTO A MODEL CITY PARR, THE EARLIEST



' IHPRovEMENTs‘WERE A SERTES OF ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES THAT IN-
CLUDED WALKS PICNIG: FACILITIES, BRIDGES AND ROCK EMBANKMENT
WALLS. 1IN MAKING THESE IMPROVEMENTS, A LARGE AMOUNT OF LOCAL

* ROCK, COMMONLY RNOWN AS TRON ORE, WAS USED AND THEREEY PROVIDED
AN ARCHITECTURAL FOUNDATION FOR THE PARK'S RUSTIC 'THEME, ENCHANC-
e g THE. "NATURAL" FEATURES OF THEIR SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT.

IN 1936 A.SECOND PHASE OF CONSTRUCTION IN THE CITY PARK
‘WAS INITIATED. THE CITY COUNCIL AUTHORIZED THE ISSUANCE OF
$30,000.00 IN BONDS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A SWIMMING POOL.

. THE NEW KILGORE PUBLIC LIBRARY, NOW LOCATED ON A PART OF
THE LAND, WAS COMPLETED IN 1939 WITE FUNDS CONTRIBUTED BY THE
CITY AND THE NEW'DEAL PUBLIC WORKS ADMINTSTRATION.

IN 1950 IT WAS REALIZED THAT KILGORE DID NOT HAVE A COUNTY
COMMUNITY HOUSE WHILE THE OTHER PRECTNGIS IN THE COUNTY HAD AL-
| READY BUTLT ONE. THEN WHILE I WAS SERVING AS INTERTM NAYOR FROM
 DECEMBER 27, 1950, UNTIL APRIL 15, 1951, MY BROTHER, JACK BEAN,
 WHO.VAS TREN SERVING AS COUNTY COMISSIONER, USED KIS INFLUENGE,

| VITH THE CITY. AND. THE CITY GAVE THE COUNTY A Lo ot OF ‘THE "ORT:
CINAL PROPERTY PURCHASED FOR PARK PURCHASES FOR THE CONSTRUCTION
OF A COMMUNITY ROUSE, AND TEE COMMUNTTY HOUSE WAS COMPLETED IN
1952, _ W

THE CITY PARK IS A SIGﬁIFICANT ELEMENT IN KILGORE FOR SEV-
ERAL REASONS; MOST IMPORTANT, IT SERVED AS A REMINDER OF THE
STRONG MUNICIPAL PROGRAMS AND THE IN-DEPTH AND PROGRESSIVE PTAN-
NING THAT MARKED THE CHANGE FROM A BOOM TOWN TO MEASURED GROWTH.
IN A LARGER CONTEXT, THE PARK IS A SYMBOL OF GOVERNMENTAL CHANGES

THAT - TOOK - PLACE THROUGHOUT TEXAS DURTNG THE GREAT" DEPRESSION e
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MACATEE

INCORPORATED

OEOHOE P. MADATEE, i,y PREBSIDENT

BUILDING %MATEQIALS

2807 BAN JACINTD BTREET

DALLAS o May 14, 1935

| | 0s Le Crig,ler Co.,
Kilgore, Texas,.

Gentleman:

We are in receipt of your order calling for 40 lba,
oft Toch Bros. Red Cement Coloring to be shipp:d to you at Kilgore
end marked for Uity Park.

We are pleased to advise that this shipment is going
forward to you today, 6

N

20

Thanking you for this as well as all past favors, we are,

TR

5 i ' Very truly yours,

- MACATEE, Inc,

S,

M. IﬂquS.
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SCHEDULE - A

EXPENDITURES BY J,N.PETERSON ON CIPY PARK

JOHN N. PREI'ERSCN — KILGORT, TRIAS

July 24, 1935

PAID

PAID 0.1.
: CRIGLER OI'ERS
Jesse Morgan Iabor & $ 4.50
Lewls Wright Iabor - 4,50
Texas Rig & Lbr Co, Dynamite : 25,50
0. L. Crigler : Per Schedule 1,000,00
, do . do 375.00~
C. C. Crews Roek 32.00
Irah Baldwin Iabor 4.50
Buddie Tillman - do 3.25
E. J., Harpe ‘Moving Shacks . 71.00
Tom Roberson Iabor - ' - 4,50
Henry Norris - +do 5.25
O, J. Dalls do 2.50
W. P. Pounds do 4,00
J. L. Morgan do - 3.75
Willle Brazier do 5.256
J. H. Wilson do .25
Isaac Tolbert do 2.50
' Dave Thompson do . 4,00
Liggett Dean do - 2.50
T. H. Hendrix do 5.25
Lucias Wright : do 3.75
J« O, Fhillips Hauling Rock 19.25
Haywood Erwin Blasting. Rock - 23,00
Jack Sherron Rock Mason 32.00
Willie Brazierxr: "~ Iabor 7450
A. L, Paris do 6.00
Ilggett Dean do 6,00
A. L. Horgan do 3,00
0. H. Holt do Ba75
John Wilson do 6.00
Henry Norris do 750
- A, Co Carter do'q 6.00
Buddie Tillman do - 6.00
Louts Wright do 3,00
A, J. Sherron Rock Mason 39.00
Henry Norris "Iabor - 7.3
Willle Brazler - do 7 .30
‘Buddie Tillman do 6.18
We Co Paris ' do 735
J+. O, Phillips Hauling Rock 12.10
Haywood Lrwin Blasting liock 12.00
Jack Sherron Rock NMason 40.00
Henry Norris Iabor - 750
W. C. Pons - do 7.50
Buddie Tillman . do 7.50
J. H. Wilson do 4,50
Willle Brazier do ] 7.50
0. L. Crigler See schedule 306,060~
Marshall Supply Co. 104.85
Smith Iamber Co. H74,35~
0. L. Crigler Per Schedule 96.42 ~
0. L. Crigler do 500,00
A. J. Sherron Rock Meson 40.00
W. C. PFonds Iabor 6.75
Henry Norris do 7.50
J. H. Wilson do 6.75
Buddie Tillman do G.75
Willie Brazier do 6.75
Henry HNorris do - 7.50
- Jack Sherron Rock lMason 40,00
Buddie Tillman Iabor 6.00



EXPENDITURES BY J.N,PETERSON OMN CITY I'ARK - #2-

PAID 0.L.  PAID
1935

: ' ' ~ CRIGLIR QL HERS.,

‘Jun 15 W. C. Pons Iabor B N 4.50
. - Buddlie Tillman do - 750
John Wilson . ‘ do : 7 .50

" Henry Norris do 750

J+ 0. Phillips Sand 18.00

‘A. J. Sherron Roek Mason - 40,00

-~ B. D. Blackburn Rock MNason 16.00

. A. T. Evans labor 750

19 Henry Norris do 6,00

Db. B. Blackburn Rock York 16.00

0. G.Danlels Iabor 6.00

John Wilson do 6,00

21 W. C., Ponds : do 6.00

A, J. Sherron Rock lason : 3% 4 50

A.T'. Evans labor ' 6.00

- Buddle Tillman do . ' - 3.00

22 HNoble Bector ' " do 1.50

' Roy Zetor : do : 1.50
29 0. J. Daniels ~ do | ' 7450

- Ray Eector - do 4,50
Noble Bector - do ' "1.50

Jul 5 Marshall Supply Co. . 115.30
13 0. J. Daniels Iabor 1.50

20 0. J. Daniels do ’ o 5:20

24 0., L. Crigler - Final Settlement 631.58

' 112,858.37 41,680,51
mEsssssss 2,852,37

AMOUNT DUE JOHN N. PETERSON 44,532,868

. P4 44341
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0.L.CRIGLER ACCOUNI' -~ CITY PARK
J. N. PEI'ERSON - KILGORE, TEXAS
July 24, 1935 .

0.L.CRIGIER ACCOUNT

SCHEDULE - B

LABOR ENTERIALS

Sale Electric & Suppl y Co.{See 3

T
Payroll for Balance) 1.50
Blessing & Fuller 72.87 "
Fayroll 0,804
do - 1.87
do . 3,75
do 4,004
Kllgore Sheet letal Works 1.25
Tayroll 5.44w '
Ge¢ T, Wacker TN
Beall Bl‘OB. 020"\
Cherokee llardware Co. ' .68 4
Meyers Plbg & Elec. Col562.45 included
: in Payrolls) 253,30
Marshall Shpply Co. : 7.20~
do 3.00
do 3.00-
do D5.00
do : 6,75
Payroll 105.25 -
do ' 2.75~
do 389,10«
do 344.80%
do 3,504
do , 37,704
dO 72.94"
do 4450
do 126,36+
do _ 66,104
do A 12,004
" do D7.07%
do 135,86
do 103,84+
dO 12000"\
do 77450
do 15,50
lacatee, Inec, 13.20-
Treight on Metal Lath 537
New lFrocess Roofing & Supply Co. 52.80
do ' 3¢ 50
do 8.80 -
d.o . . « B4 v
Central Texas Iron Works 10.24-
do 2.44~
Higginbotham-Pearstone ‘Hdwe Co, 29,05~
Brown Hardwood Co. 24,95«
(10 5.00 -~
The Philip Carey Co. 165.66
Cherokee Hardware Co. T W87
" MeWilliams Hardware Co. 2,977
Safeway Stores .20
Smith Lumber Co.($67.96 unpaid) 574. 38 !
B6.88 4

Freight on Shingles

Carried Forward . FI,5%5.88 7I,335.48



0.L.CRIGLER ACCOUNT - CITY

Amount Bfought Forward

Materials from Varehouse - Per

. Schedule ,
Workmens Compensation & Publie

Liability Insurance
Iabor :

Pluslloﬁ Superwision & Acconnting:

Less: Payments Received from John H.

FINAL PAYMENI T0 0.L.CRIGLER

i

-~ )

SCHEDULE -~ B

LABOR MATERIALS
£1,625.88 1,335.43
137.86""
o 68,01
11,025,868 o
ESEEmsRS= 1,625,868
©3,167.23
316.72
: 03,483.95
Fetcrson: 2,852.37

@ 631.58

et e T it S



SCHEDULE -~ B

MATERTALS FURNISHED BY D.L.CRICLIR

‘Telegrams

Lricek, Cement & Sand

011

1 MNop

40' Reinforcing Steel

Iath Tie Wire

: # lath Nails

.2 SYash Lifts
3 Sg. Shingles. :
2 Dox. Galvanized Wall Ties
- & 3"x4 -~ {x2" Angle Irors
380'Lineal ft. Metallation ¢.025
- 5# Tie Wire .06
10§ Nails
-1 Sack Scme
1 1/3 bbl Lime
100 Brick
Drayage
%# Filler
¥ Wax
1 gt. Shellse
- 15 Batches Concrete
1 bbl. Lime

3 Sash Lifts
16' Brick Mould

2 Gallons Outside Primer

7 " Vall Primer

F on Flat Paint

Freight on Taint

160* Reynolds !etallation : .025
2 Saocks Acme

14 70

1065

4 3.06
C\J5
-05

1.35
1.88

63,69
«10

10.70.

5.43

2.50

.78
14.50

.72

23,37

e D3
4,00
2.00

$137. 86




R , _ SCIDULE = A

EXPENDITURES 1Y J.N.DETTRSCE O CIDY ARK

__-

Iabor

JOIE [1a DIPERZLE = FILGOLY, THEIAS
July 24, 1935
TAID C.l. CATD
1935 : : CRIGLER OrIsIes
apr.so Jegoe Morgan labor & & 4,50
Lewis Eright Iabor 4,50
' 50 -Texas Rig & Lbr Co. Dynamito 23450
My 18 0. L. Cripgler Fer Scheduloe 1,C06.,00
24 do - do 375.00
1l C. C. Crews Rock 32.00
2 . Irah Baldwin Iabor 4,50
Il'uddie T1llman - do 3.85
E. J. Inrpe Moving Shoceks 71.00
- Tom Raberson Labor 4,50
4 Ilenry lorris do 5.85
O Jo Dailn do 2,00
W. P. Pounde do 4,00
Je L. Morgan do 3.75
Willle Brazier do 5.25
Jo He Wilson do 5.25°
Isanc Tolbert doc 2.50
Pave Thompeon do 4,00
Iippett Dean do 2.50
T. Ha ITendrix- do S.25
Luclag Wwright do 3 7"
11 J. 0. ¥hillips Hauling Rock 19.25
© T'mywood Trwin INasting Doek 28.00
Jack Sherron Rock 'ason a20.00
. Viillie Iraxzier . Iabor 750
Ae L. Faris ' do 6.00
Iipgett Dean do G.00
A. L. Zorgan do 3.+00
C. 1. Tiolt do 3.75
John Wilson do 6.00
Henry Horris do 750
- A. 0. Carter do 6.CC
"PBuddile T1llman do 5.C0
- Lougs Vright do - 3.00
18 A. J. Sherron Rocl: lason 30.C0
Henry HMNorris labor 735
Willle Brazier ' do 7e05
fuddie Tillman do .10
e Co Paris ' do _ 7.« 50
<o U MMillips Ilnuling Rock 12.10
Haywood Erwin Plasting fiock 12,00
Jack Sherron Roek fason 40,00
25 lienry lorris Iabor 7 .00
e Cw fona : do 7 .00
huddie Tillman do C 750
Jo H, Wilson do : 4.50
'Villie Brazier do 306.60 7.00
Jun®3  Gerdia ETIEISALY Co. Seo Schedule . 104.85
fmith Lumbor Co. 574,355
7 0. L. Crigler I’er Schedule 9G.42
.29 (. L« Crigler ' do -BC0.CO
1 A. J. Sherron Rock Inson 40.00
e Co l'onds - Iabor’ 6.75
Henry Horris do 7.SQ
J. He Wilson - do 6.7
fuddie Tillman do 075
7illle Brazlier do G675
8 Henry Horris do 7 . G0
Jaeck Sherron Hock I'mson 40,00
Duddie Tillman 6.00



1935
Jun 15

1¢

Jui B
13
20

EXPENDITURES DY J.M.PEPERSGH Off CITY TARK = ;'8

We C. POnB
Buddie Tillman
John Wilson
Henry Horris
Je Os Ihillipa
A. &+ Sherron
B. D, Blackburn
"Ae Te E‘Vﬂns_ .
Henry Horris .
D. B. Blackburn
0. Ge.Daniels
John Wilson
. C. Ponds
"As Je Shorron
Al Evans
huddie T111lman

" Toble leetor

Roy Eetor

Ce Jo Daniels

Nay Tetor

I'oble Rector _
Iarshall Supnly Co.
0. J. Daniels

}« J« Danlels

Us Le Cripgler

Iabor
.do
éo
do
Sand
Rock Mason
Roek tanson .

-Iabor

do
Roelk %ork
labor

do

do
Roek Imson -
Iabor

do

do

do

do

do

do

Iabor
do ,
Final OCettlerment.

AMOUNT DUE JOI? N. PETERSO

PAID O.L.
-CRIGIER

DPAID

i
¥

UPIIERS,
§ Z.50
7«50

750
7.50
10.00
40.00
16.00
7.50
G.OO
16.00
6 .00
6.00
6.00
3% o 5O
6.00
5.00
17-?:)(..‘\
1.50

T o G0
4450
1.50
115,30
1.50
5.20
631.58

aAmonE=ER

.1,080,51

2 ] 852 L ] 3‘?
5 4,008.00
[=3-3—3.-8-3--% 3.3
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Jul
Jun
Jul
S Jun

Iny
Jun

fay

Jun

Iny

l!-v

Jul

Jun

May
Jun

ay

2

£8
29

27

24
a7

23
15
24

29
30

22
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24

SCHFDILE -« 13

U‘L'CRIGLF R_ACCOUNI = CITY DARK

J. Ul PRPTRGON = RILGORE, TERAAG
July 24, 1935

0.L.CRIGINR ACCCUIL!

IADOR__~ LATERIALS

Sale llectric & Suppl v Co.(See -
Payroll for Balance)
Blessing & Fuller
Fayroll
do
do
do '
Iilgore sheet Iotal uOTkS -
iayroll ‘
G. T, Facker
Leall Bros.
Cherokes lnrdware Co,
lleyers ¥1lbg & Llec. Col;562.45 included
‘ in nyrolls)
I'arshall Shpply Co. -
do
- do
do
do
Payroll
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do S )
do ‘ '
do : : §
do
do
do
do
- do
do
incatee, Inc,

- Ireight on Metal lLath

I'ewr lrogess Roofing & Supply Co.

Central Texas Iron Works
do

Higglinbotham-i'earstone Hdﬁe Co.
Brown Hardwood Co.
do

The Philip Carey Co.

Cherokee Hardware Co,
VeWilliams Hardware Co.
Safeway Stores

Smith Lumber Co.{i67.96 unpaid)
Freight on Shingles

- 1.50
.07
0.80
1.87
3a75.
4,00
‘ 1.28
.44
05
.20
N3
85530
© 7420
300
0.00
500
6475
105485 '
2670
' 369.10
244,00
. 350
’ lJ? ?D
72.94
4,50
106,36
6G.10
De25
11.60
07.07
155,806
103.04
12,00
77450
15450
1-.).&
Q-J\)
""n':’.po
D850
1,020
.041
1C.24
A
28,00
0.00
165.66
07
2.97
«20
B74.59
86.80

Carried Forward

T1,000.80 T 1,000.40



SCHEDULE - R

0.L.CRIGLR ACCOUNT = CITY ARE - /2

1ABOR TATIRIALL

Amount Bfousht Forvard 71,026,088  1,555,40
aterials from !archouso - Ter
Schedule ' 137.86

‘orknmens Compensation & Fublice

I4ability Insurance 61,01

1,625,748

Wl e e

‘Iabor
: 1,085,589
. . - 3,187.853
Flus 10% Superwision & Aceornting : - Bl6.782
Lesg: Payments Received from John 1i. ebcraon 9 0052.37

FINAL FAYNENT TC 0.L.CRIGLIR. ﬁﬁ_gSI.SB.

mEnnpmie




GCHPDULT « I

NATERIALIS TUMNISIEWD BY D.L.CRIGL?R

Telegrams _ % 3.00
lrick, Cement & uanﬂ o ' De35
011 _ ' , « 35
1 Mop . « 50
40' Reinforeins Steel , : 1:35
105 Lath Tie iire ’ & .00
15; Iath lnils L , 1.50 E
b uJaGh. Iifts . on‘ lonﬂ
9 5g. Shingles : : : $65.09
2 Dog. Galvanizeﬂ hall rics «10
2 O5"x4 « _x8" Angle Iro s S lal0
SHO'Lineal ft. lietallation :.025 .50 10.70
54 Tie Wire .06 : ' PERNTE
10/ Hails ' 120

Sack fome 1.00
1 1/3 vbl Lime - D633 5.43
100 Briek : : wleD0
Drayage A ‘ 1.00 2450
3 Filler o ' i W08
xf Tax : : .12
1 gt. Shollae . « 50 +78
15 ratehes Conerete - 12,00
1 bbl. Lime __2.50 14.50
3 Sesh lLifts ~ W18
16' Brick Fould L0 .72
2 Callong Outside irimor L 764D
7 "  tall Pripor : 14.70
S Flat laing _ 1,25 £3.37
Treight on Inint _ ' ' 33
160* Reynolds “etallation - .025 4.C0
2 acks Acne 2«00

: o ' '{:‘ ' E“Q . 2



\/

?}/ (g o rﬁ\

(AR
.

PR

-

@b?,// X /S.«Léqma (,h/,

Atar div”

i
'y

o .
2,2, LﬁLﬁ«Cg)L\-E—'L&.L;U’e_J‘ 20072 »-” I

d(g:ﬁ...t., (Zrl{: CL’ 4 !\t'/| f!'l
<8 K!f./ 1’)"\/‘(":’{‘«"( /,t s,

‘,) .
A P

A/_\_\y_ el b bert 2 et

"/—--.-..-.—

(/"f,.;r,.r‘.,-ff

~ e

I e DR R

ros
,.6-}_('.).5)1_f(z.¢g: bean ,// Lo
s B F ed s aak

- { ‘
vj;/t-(t/z e _;’7 P

AP A A A

: :-/\
I - — 164
Sk
o

O

- ‘
.

“ L

b

i

, {"/ \_/

[ —

_é"



’%v

- Ft

5')/p£f\/z)/ TU/PF.S Byx T N /0,5’75/”_%# s

pl

L

o~

o gTVzV N, /"2.‘?)?!:. S0 A/ - AJAJ‘&E

.-l-\.b 1___ .

g N Yl

/-30-
4f-30 -
oo

510
2

347 &Le/w 7‘)'1&:* e ;1/

PR RSNy \7,[{1[('1 1"

B * f\\ (--\‘(7
N | pos

v/

T R T T T M et T T e

BS t?J(f\f«f\ W (’ff téé ﬁﬂ.rn-z-wl (:‘:...‘
é

-
7

I
2-

371 @ .4 (‘/Lu,wﬂj
Sd‘i%d/‘d%f%l“ |
b Al el i
E.Q Marhe
\'j F e @KU\.MT\-

2| Ay Do

(J #Z,LC.\;
7)/ Uf.)t! vl o2
0. 7 f’)»’ﬂnrﬁ,,

Y A LUnlor, €
9_44 s Jc'(’/f??[

@ I~ Mﬁ /1/Jr"~("~-—
/f‘-{(,‘t fklﬂﬂ vl ’

207 { Rbonctring

sy

. 2 ’
AR N A SRR N

ACler 2o /V/l!n Lt

I ﬂO///pJ

PR, SN gl P ,f,n;\..-

96‘ oA: x.l/(\} L .
l/./((!._ ﬁ_fw,,; ren

4%0

and
7t Bea,o
2??2;*141,'}
La,sf//ﬂﬂ

A

\\\S\_\\\\'\_\\;

ey
Ty

T(fl
—t{ﬂ’zf- gz&,/-(um: PR
) //;tcd )g,lrzr;‘/t’
a‘r.l ,Q\lf:/é‘f‘fl’

%’ AR ? ,/(/‘ T B R
(’/n‘u r ?);, Ve

'il vr,f;,r 7‘#14&«!_,

Mdé/(( /2’),4 )jup
flﬂ"{( _’{f(‘/l) (¥ AW

p)/Lx k./rz bt

Q O C/%(/}J:/

| N
AR

AU A SN

TVIUA

L,
~

(2.

‘?}7 r:(/u Q_J ?.(,4 A VA N

t '_{{‘f;‘r:r 'L_)

A
/ (i

5

ﬂZf APy /I/Lfft’l"\.;.
ﬁé,c,cﬁa \lFr ’
111(' :‘)/’r\l' Wi

766 P

3l

@,L(Cdm JA{(’H” b

VA 2 alotps

=
>

NN

I}

o
<

oS |

FE 7S

i
I

e e i =

oo

#

SCHEPRLE -

7;5- fﬁ)f‘/&

Ry
|
!
dao%ﬁ
g
b 51
-
|
i
|
P
o
i
|
|
|
i
;
|
— ;
I
Lo
I i
!
|
S
i
I
i
i
L
Co
e

O
/‘r.‘.:-

/
S
D e :
Wl (’]

- et :

e

’I

[

Pt B

-

s

e -
P i

' .
t

i '(1-1

) v

Vi Ne)

-

SO

LA

.

/i



. SCM.'K()"' -‘r' - -"

Ex/? BIDITGRTS By T, M, FETERSIN g 17 FARIZ = H 3

&mf ?eu r(
(ULC(LL /f!/f )} LeNS

O. 7ﬂ dl»t. Iz/-»,lr (lu_,
7na Le/r{a L
Ct@..

j’?\/\t/ /&1{1"\\( L

O.Z Congton

al

%Ll LAY
?rfu et
ey Peainy,

q & Malons

Lo

L ;é:‘f ’i.'j. (

ﬂbf{fz QZL{(HVH\.

. WL( @)?/’3), v
é'é?'ﬁf/%nu/ JMHLA a
v @a z- ‘4;‘(( VP g A
el I )fnﬂéduw_c/(eééa'ﬂv v
é"/f*-’f ,7)’& &37 szJ y )
~ CL’Z(;?("( - (ft/’)f’ v L
: -~ Q £A7 ¢ 0 ey ;
. e /‘é’mz ey {'
-~ Q /’(OKL//: Jd e L]
7 X?] 7. ;1/( Yy, y o N?_./ ,
- (/i(/rrr//rn..,. ; ,)"L/! :
: - ~ T Z/.r'" 1wl
(’/ﬁ-ésf /(/4—“»-) PIFERT Y !
A AB B L L ¢ . |
e }L-)l—tl)lr(‘} ' 7/) / :
v g A Zf,t(lar,u i
4'2/'.5 (i Y. (& Uend.a) b e :
v 2 P2 R /( . /z ﬁ:‘fff I T A%
v za fo/ Er o (P VT I
e (BM,—:’['{( C}'{((( htet s : ,’( g-__; :
5"?2'3f ?}f(/ ‘. f’lf.'““"’f' v . {’/."!; :
v o&f; & f' AR ;'262’12 : t
, &".2?'3{ 0 fad el di“
| v (,1 f"?,c 1.2 /L{l_ ._5
v ?)f’("(c v e e Ad.
PT-535 A2 000 fail (,11 B AL |
JASRER S V‘HTLLL\;\:;« Ty ffir-’*ﬂ—
- (2 1 ARG A ﬁ? (oe {4 (#j’n R

0.5 &d/uldpj ) .

Prin

Lo e Z«zcj/“"i;/ r_{-

p

fFod I(f'ﬂ

J {: - ‘f.-' 4’
Poh |
N |
bk '
i /

;
:
;

Il
; |
! |
N |
+ |
. I
.
i
i !

aoh
i i
[
:
]
i
1
|
1
]
.
! [k
!
i
i

J oo
@L % C?"I-L?{iu
: (

AN 6 vrwr Dy \721/...»_.

/s

So

S UV
‘

ra
K
7
Is
’ ,}
P
| ‘1/"
; - -
} .
o
;
i
b
-
it
[
S
ll
/oo
/‘|.r—',
Vi
P o
H ‘l"‘
N ’
N . “»
; T
.
i E
i 7
P
I
I
1 !
' \
SN
i
Lo
. ¢
1Ly
Lot
|
o
E ,
e
! !
e
; I
P 1
| i
s Ja
‘ -
| ..,f i




L, l_ﬁ_&_irﬂ (?ccma:é Q’_y_,/%u

L, I 254 I

\

0 L c"/?//.izfz’?i

d

«.T'/V /r/’)'!‘"/c\wv~ﬂ;szd

f7E€ e AT

!

ScHeprr- U

‘ /--2-4 VAL #C N P

, -2§ {341
"g—:?a-.w

-3\

Jﬂ'\/{b E[(t‘(\'f 4 (,,e"bf{'(d
@({w»ﬂ”{ rt/((u‘j f
o

7.«'}/(1

%

e.(¢ ﬁ‘

T T Ty

o
L'n.ﬁ (//'--' "-‘/‘4 1

47231340

vl M 7 L

- fﬁ)dxw /LA,LL £t ;JJ(?“QT‘—-
ETAR N "{c{j(/)d-(a( F e }»{-’a,y“

%-’JJ-'-M T r/fu\!'(u( T .
b-2713 4] Oéu.m-.q.ﬁﬁi
bh¥ivoct v

b-2r 34 Woar ¢ (41w
3T GK:A trew (!‘L((c 7oe (?,,
T,L-Q—'l-é”[w#—r-?(-vr‘_'i‘?”ra‘?’rn d"thr/"n

iji (f?fzfc WY piv- j],m;,f

U oyiag

I5-29301
AN

22t 3l

?m m Cllye Ebe. (o8
"zﬂv?r “'*7’% T v
??Mu/&(( (tt”/‘(r{} s :
‘Ao
c:‘.i'(.'f""

%40
@

‘fJ'zth

{or ML.‘;&(.

b-y8J
£-7-8¢
N3 N

' QC:J
' )
&7{&/& LG

Trws iGt)‘- Jnr
o

‘ l NEUREN -
. v e
R VOTREN. v 1
=2 44-8df e f |
gt v v i
L_Aranday v .
v v
- g
648 v
v v .
- | o N
b-13-84 ' |
v v '
b-2613d - Lo
o P
v L L

i

SN

PT3d
N UCALES

MY AEENG

v

7-)- 30

Inacatic . ehe.
71«401/“'@%% CP& (jwn/,
' abo

?ﬂ-dt Y5 AN Voneled ,/\"{ 7l

(et n‘y:’ Gﬁiéy_,wglﬁ:z,}_dkff chi

4

(L0

) 1
P
|
!
o
! |

/082 A

p?.;?\rr'\
i

3ty ¥ o
Sl
F7 70
194
J%\T', v
’r“t" Iﬂ;‘"\% 't
LL1C
‘\f",_p\f“’q
//’-’0 A

3LT100 |

\z"‘:')i.i) i
el
/IP({"/ »
/2 Y//OI -\
'7) Y C} "

i \f" Ve f‘ N

/.,K}s
7 2 {/}

>
e
/o
o “
Fd
S
&

Vi
G
ot
o el



L

O L CRIGLIER

b2
617

185=1C-
‘ /'\ -J’"

N .-' . \
L9402 N TSR

3 Qée:‘u“

3J d!u .
b J ?{c, (x-\r/ B ( f”r’h {f".'.:

J L,r/&t““_.lf_.'rf:l_'e: to LAl e Arfre "

vAre pe A (:flf,\

b

Z- -

7)?:(, /1:“(/”’4 Ly O /‘ '.ﬂ,a.(/’f fasa e

7| Fseg i oo 4"“9 (a

V2 TP AN I /"

‘;;\/;lf '“!j (

A

i

s
S ITRY

/0 "jb.._d;:.- Jr‘,"l, T
/ l"

/gu!‘

1

,/C!‘f‘ff f/ru\'
3(/ "z’/ %!w?l/ (?ff» (

/}Ql/nrw_g_/]Cf;‘ ,”d_,..r

e e ks ¢ s es L]

’?’(’) Wt (:_{rﬁ .,,_‘
2
/f_"lfvr,n; yE

4 1@

fd(.z

R

[

/-,

~

S
5

R i
Bt D SEp

. ]
[ USRI S

e e e e b2 e e
H i

SRSV

S

HCcdonT- 7'Jf__.‘[fljf?..{i’f/.é_Z?f_?:;_'

4

(;’fN--;z

e e siena e Ak e

Y

C{"'J!./ st

T R



dE12 -~

BT LRIALS Formis s

Z:/é,e:(,;u) p
(K/Lf—/ ‘ ((_ “\{,:JV -"'Il’r’.-n.*(.‘.‘
au Ll
./ ?naeh
Aﬂ'{,{rus/{uu:ﬂ ,./[ ! A ] -
/0 # 7((?1.’2'/ Zid neiae. |
INH Kt et
‘?'/Jfld/ /!’v
g/é" /.I’fitn//f e '
1 -?/"’f‘/-) ;—fc’f('u'--»,)}a’f / a il dd
3” Qxez’ 4”:\«3 Voo
330 /\'}Lfﬂ!“/‘/ ph(/ﬂ/{/n%ra--’ @_.7,’2 g
N G (,7.»1,‘!_. LWive @ 4810 |
A0H- el A .
Amncd dene ;
1Y AL A
oo Pl i
'ﬂmm ﬁf;{)
/) 7)(/((7' W/
'.’;  # Ly
: 7 6//(5”’ _ .
' ﬂﬁfﬁ‘ntu (o .’7915""_&‘:&: N
//u, AN
ﬂ_ r;(.{’fv‘ .
| j6 if)r »,f-, "H/Irrq/.'( ‘ .,
< ,,C?(Z.((.(‘)g\:f, !’w.'rz"'('i:f STIRN _-',-’, it :
7 Uare Caed i
7% % Dol | .
. j?{:r:j’.n._._f )___-__;& ;1‘» "i.'f.l.. SRS U I I
i /éﬂ,_ﬂ.((‘!s o f 7)“.‘1./ ((q_—.-;l-'";‘.m 2\;‘-'/ :
% A e Lt (:c.‘:.-f,-‘ |
i
|
|

il

e
;f{,?
G

, %mﬁ“

3> 3

EY /
o

ﬂt
\
I
| .
! VR
-.-fa;'r"
i
i




4

l

'
£
g

..
> R
. - = -
~ - ~ L, G
s N
: v n..”u Y . = -
oeme e e - O _ - :
h fun.. .rrr. “ .ﬂ. i - T T T s m e ” T = — — - — -~ ST TSI TS T T vk mermemimten s e e e
; c N § . !
: A ™~ Lo ! H ;
. p
: :
i ! !
Lr s T oo S u = ll.hl.ll. :
. _ . R " = Eaaiates —— S -
e e oo SR O S S S
: ; N i ! H B e T T
T~ P > ,”
X ! S w
! i ) — ' 1
i ! o | ]
. H i - . o H
J i _ .'/I/
SO ; -~ !
N == ./l ;

s

s
| £
(

el
S
- 4 ol ’
: Bl

f

o
LSt
M{v

n

~

////f J/.-‘r,lf”

(¢erit

\{.’_'J

.*).‘-.E yoboL

7

N
- 13- 3

2

/

N

g3y

L b e bl i el s d




. C1by-Park Reat R o
- Statement to lr. thm'retgrson“'

Kilgore, Texns I
&N ACCOUNT TITH-O; L. CRIGLER, COHTRACTCR-
Ellgore, Texas .. ... .. . ... T

-~ P | et bhes

Payrolls o

May 2’ 1935-.00-0.-..0.:-% 105,85 ~

May 9, 195500--0-.0..o-i. - 391.85-

Hay 16, 1955‘01---...00.: 117 .10+

Mﬂy 24,.1935--0000-0000;0. 114.14“

.Maf 50, 1955..0-0.(.-&00¢ EQGQQG‘*

© Jdunn 6’ 1935¢.0-¢--oocvot 753G

- June 15’ 1955a---vdooonio 251,70

Jhne 80’ 1935..-6..\.5-.; 95.00&

June 27, 1950 eesonncsssns 424191 .
June 29, 1955.---..---.-0 ) 7.64#%....-..5......@1,394.15
Materlanls o '

MeWillisne Hardware Compony, 2974 -

Cheroltee Hardwnore COsesssess 1550

M&I‘Sh&ll Suppl‘y COsvensonsnan 28495

The Philip Carey COvernnaneslbB 66~

Frﬁight on 3h1hg1@3.----fc-o 86;88*.

DBrown lardwcod Clsseesrsecen 00,05~
Higginbotham=Penrlstonteesse 20,054

" Beall Brothors S40rCaiseerens 20 N

G‘ B, Wﬂcl’.ﬁ&r...--o.--..o-oot 065"“

Smith Lbme, COl"II.lllIi.’i.Gézisld\

Central Toxar [ron Wka...,., 12,684

New Proeess Roofing ™ Supnly 65,744

M&C&tﬁ@, Iﬂﬁo--»o.loo--to.-o 13,73 A

SafOW&r StOPﬁS---u--cqqnnvct «20n

Bl&ssinfj‘ & Full‘_fil‘...._....... 72087"‘-

Je Ve KﬂrﬂOOdleuonlaoa.SGQuc 1-25k/'

Doug Meyers Plumbing..eee.. 253,30 %

Meterial from Warehonse,....134.78

. B .
LR A I NI T NN SN

frorkments Compenﬂation......dc..............-..-.i ’
Public'Liability..-...............................
Total CoBGovsnvonvmsnanns ' .
LO}‘J Pl‘ofitocco,oo;tcoo--o
Total.;-....-.;...--....

. s
bbl.lt‘.ll.l.!tit.l.cl.j..%ﬁ’
L NI I N R O R R

T [ ;
AR A AL R R R R N NN NN YR NN TN I o3

ddvanoed _ ‘

Hay 18, 1936444 0004i1,000.00%

Mﬂy 24, lgﬁﬁutooﬁoooo S75.00~

Mﬂy 31, 1935.-09c0c|o 306,60

June 7, 1935....--.-0 96.96;&

Smith Lhr. CO.ootn--. 57%521“ p :

Balance advancﬁd..-..w-....}....-.-.....--J;.---..dg G084 0)
. Edlanso ﬂuo.......-.gu.-.-......-........MQZ“‘O-ﬂ;«

Recelved Feymont on 1935

Sipned




NALYERTAT PROM VOREHOUSE

F'urnished by 0. L. Cripgler

1y

2 gallons Outside Irlmo.ssesee@Be7leenssoosals 742
'? gallons ':'fifall 1’I‘i‘ﬂ]0.-..-.....@2.10......-'.. 14.‘70 h

. % gallon mlat Iﬂil’ltooucnoaac-o'ﬁ‘-2050---¢-oooo 1025"\'

5 sakh 1ifts B62 s nnerensea@ JAB A0%eunns .20~
16 feet brick 11'101‘1.1(1.-..-ouoon-nooaoa...nuuoo SIOXN
10 7 lath tic NAILS. s senoes ol ,0B0suninnan L60A
15 5 1ath naildeeu.eeeesoness od eOBeussnssne 1,20~

15 }.‘lﬂt‘(}]_leﬂ conc]."ete......‘......l.l..l'l.l‘. 12100"\

2 1/3 barrel 1imCevesceeseessc@2s50000n0nnn. 5.83-

% pound filler...........-...;@ e l0siecreens « 08
'y pound Wax...w....r....-.....@ OQVPQP #o--n 212w
71 quart Shollac.........-....-.....-.i-.-,-. «O8
100 brick-'.oawn.-----oio.n-o.@iOlBo-ooo.r-. 1050%
Dr&yago...................5.........-...-... 1,00~
) # tio WiPC;.o-oo-onoo-coaoan@ a06-.ooooo-- RGOS
10 # nnilS........-.........;.@ e08.iencennns «80A

.& gacks f‘xcmc..............-..-@1.00......... 3,00
-2 dozen galvanized wall t168.,5,0085.4. 6., ... PECRAY
540 Huare Teet leymolds hotallation..02% . F.15.50

2 Brwaxot angle 1rons 41, ... 300 0e0ene.. 1.20x
S squarcs shinglcs............@21.23pcr 3lee 53.69 v
40! I‘cinfOI'cing; Stoel 27,].-..-(: .05......'.'. 1.55
15 hl":].Cl{o---a---ooaa-coo-ocoo.olo.-toaoo--llo -30'

:il_- ak G@Tﬂ@]'lt-o-o---oo--no-ualno-'cloaoioo-oclc 80~
2 yard sraveleeeeesess .

Ui] '{.l'll."....ll..iﬂl. 1.25“\

.’?.,.Ipl..‘-l.lliiill.. .l'.’)b"\

1-T-]-O]:)...‘II..‘l......‘.l.l..’.‘...l..._....'.l. .E-O..}\.

F‘I'O.T_ﬁl'lt on 1’0.]..1’11; u-scdo-oooc-cca.-'ooooooooo- ) 053"‘.

Total r;&LOl’ ]«'11 '..‘P()i"l '\7{11"0}1(){130. Be e b se s s sj§134 0’75



July 27, 1935

Ir. Crown Dickson, Secretary
City of Kilgore, Texas

Jear Cir:

I am enelosing gtaterents covering
expenditures by e on the City lark for the
reriod Aprll 3C to July 24, 19035,

o Seledule A shows 1in detail the cash
disbursements rade by ne. Schedule B chous
in détail the expenditures rmde by ir. Co IL.
Crigler who supervised ‘the construetion work,

Tnvelees and payrolls are attached
heroto in support of all expenditures. i lhen

this bag been aprroved by the City Commission,
I wlll appreqiabe a warianmt tc covor.

Yours very truly

Je s Peterson
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~ROCK WORK — An employee from Saylor’s Masonry in

Lorigview puts the finishing touches on some rock work in the
City Park as the owner of the company, Nelda Lewis and Vir-
ginia Long look on. The firm, at the expense of KIBA, re-.
placed and repaired the rock in the creek running through the

- park. KIBA adopted this project several years ago and has--

now seen it completed. Mrs. Lewis and Mrs. Long are active

: in KIBA, with Mrs. Long serving this year as president. The

- group also has the park as its Adopt-A-Spot. {Photo by Greg-

- A. Collins) -

H
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Co APPLICATION FORM FOR OFFICLAL TEXAS HISTORICAL MARKER :
" Texas Historical Commission ' . i
: , State Marker Program . I ’
- | P.O. Box 12276, Austin, Texas 78711 B
Title of Marker o | T I
(Subject to revision by’ The Development of City Park

THC staff)

Marker Location
Istreet address and tovxm,} 600 East North Stree

j or specific directions from K : t
nearest town on state highway ,ﬁ,;b]lgore » Texas 75662 3
B Distance and direction ¢ . .} lfnoton post, type of i
g of subject : ~ ] surface to which marker |
| from marker site } B - will be attached (wood, sione, erc.) f
\

Owmer of > Address : City, Zip ‘ Ny
g Marker Site City of Kilgore 909 N. Kilgore : Kilgore |
{ ' : 75662 . |

| Sponsor of . ‘ * Address . . . City, Zip Cod . i

d Marker Kilgore Improvement & b P. 0. Box 1524 Kilgore Coxas |
' Beautification Association. | . U 75662 ‘

Signature of ’ ' 7/ W ﬁ : ’0/ Address . City, Zip Date

County Chai %MMJ : . el . =520
un mma.n : - 2\17, Mobberly Ave. Longview, ‘?;xgs_

Person to whom marker 7{ %/ Address City, Zip Telephone. ‘
is t0 be shipped* R .nr: '(?ox, ity Manager ' B frequired) 21 4
City of Kilgore : 909 N. Kilgore Kilgore 75662 084-508]

*If marker is to be placed on highway right-of wiy, it will be shipped to your district highway engineer.
Please consult the back of this page for spedifications of the markers avallable, Check the items desired below. Approval of the application and narrative must be
obtained from the county historical commission, a5 Indicated by the county chalrman’s signature on this form, before forwarding the material to the Texas Historicai
Commission, Please do not send payment If ordering subject or bullding markers; funds witl be requested once the application has been approved by the State
Marker Committee. Sales tax must be added to the price, except if purchased by a tax-exempt organization. Applicants may order a marker with a socket 1o0.attach
to their own post; however, the cost Is the same 5 a marker furnished with a foundry post. :

SUBJECT MARKERS o DIRECTIONAL SIGNS
0 16° x 12" grave marker [comes with mounting barl «..evu.'senn.. vl 3225 7 4 ' l _
K 27" % 42° subject Marker WIR POSt -« .+ vevsnesrnrnsnenenennn ...$75p  Flesse Indicate quantity desired and give locations) on form above: |
O 27" x 42" subject marker WithOUL POSt. .4 vuvnvennrvneensernnas . $700 ‘ : 1
O 18" x 28" subject marker WIth POt 4 v v vussseserennsenrsnnnn. o 3450 %'IM'HN;;wMUﬁri;nCiwﬁmé --------- ':dly ------ 1380
0 18" x28° POt 4 vasaeennnennnenennnenn vr: 3400 ese wil be shipped to and placed on your town
187 x 28" subject marker without po: $4 ; s oy the ot Highwizy o
a 1w RTHL d rsidered for this structure. - | - )
(Wel request that RTHL designation be co Immd r ¢ ‘ —— Black and Whute {for firm-to-market roacs, stté and 1.5, highways!
{Plexse see signature tine bem."_",'] } — Green and White [for interstate highways] :
BUILDING MARKERS J 187 x 227 Historical Marker directional Sg0 ... ...enserersvenneenss. .$80
O 16" X 12° ullding Marker With POSt .+ v v vvseenereneennssnness .$350 In black and white only. For clly and county roads.
0 6" x12* bv.xﬂt;llnmé marker w{moﬁapost etrracaseaaias ervarese. $300 Applicant must supply post and be responsible for piacement

e With arrow pointng straight ahead
Z_ With artow polnting left
e With arrow polnting right

Applications for bullding markers will automatically be considered for the RTHL
designation. Please read carefully Texas Marker Policies 13 through 18, and Indicaté that

e done sow below. |
027 9 A/é//a..,?w | OTHER
1
Sgrﬁtureofowner I 8 127 X 6" supplemental Plate . . o .o v yveerrrirrneennseredonernress $110
i O 16° x 127 bullding marker piate ondy $
'WEIGHTS . fseepolley #1018 ..0eieeeniinnrranannns Ceterssarreensasiners 3190
PAPER G : 0 Replacement medalllon (see policy #15) .......oiviiinneninienns $110
Please Indicate quantity desired. Q Bronze stars (for replacement on 1936 . !
‘ ZrANMe MArKers) o uvverirnerenaerennaas SPPP cerinerinn §25
— 3" x 4" plastic paperweight s O Bronze wreaths {for replacement on ) _
mounted with replica of marker ... ...vevvvnrnnennnceneen R L 1} 1936 granite Markers} . ... vy ernervonrracnnnarans R 5
Altow two months from completion of marker : O Bronze seals {for replacement on i
Jor receipt of paperwelght. ' 1936 granite markers) . oo venvnnrnnen. et hete v e arieeeen $ 65
i O Bronze plates {for repiacement on : v
— Medalllon paperwelght . ..... fareas . .o 340 e U 185

Allows four lines of engraving please Indicate destred wording. M s tbon o et h N

75602; . L’

1950



The Peﬁé1o§mEnt bf? - o
TITY.PARK' | o | |
0i1 “bmoﬁ tmﬁné"'aré nét-just.célebrafed.phenqmena o é
the past. In retcent mmnihé, in Fact,'ﬁalk ot untépped u;l
depmsitﬁ in the Auétin G%a@k'+mrmatian ﬁﬁuth.m$ ﬁéﬁﬁﬁntonim_
has in%luenced a dramatig‘incréase in drilling ackivity,

along with the—cmncmmitaﬁtlgpecﬂlation in land values and

commercial development. Once again, a small, rural Tedas

community is feeling the|strain of a rapid economic

transformation. Many ot@er‘communities have experienced the
frenzy and chaos of a buém era, éut'many have also Faiiéd to
survive the "Bust" or de¢line that normally fullmws.- i

While there will él&ays be boom towns, few, if-ahy,_
will rival the.dﬁama of @ilgmre’s grnwth‘in the.193ms. When
diﬁcmvery.wellﬁ were‘driifed in the East Texas 0il Field,
the nation‘and‘the:wmfldgwére in thé beginnin; economic
decline of the Great Dep%egsidn. In the mids  of the
far-reaching hbvérty aﬁdéde%pair.that fol lowe i, Hilgbr@
bacame one of tﬁe few brigﬁt gpots that offerad hdpﬁ5

: .

praosperity, and a smluti%n_fm the ha?d timesu As a resuiﬁ,
the town quickly-attractédrthauaanda nf‘pemp1@—~many Mmei- e

than such a rural community tould adeguately avcommodate.

Like the gold rush tnﬁns%a% California in the nineteenth




cant

the

Codraim
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Fark
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town
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firs

ancd

wry, Kilgore changedévirtually overnight. And, all of

changes ware not for | the hest.
Al Eason, in his hiétary ot Hilguré, provided a
atic portrait of thezﬁhangas in the new oil towns:

: | ,

The boomtowns were excitement brought to a fever
pitch. . . . They were lighted by gas flares:; the Light
flickering and dancing, giving the effect of Hades.
They were mud, and jéervry-~built, single wall shacks,
tents, ‘rag-houses.’' They were the few, fine old white
houses of the 'old-settlers’ of the town before the
boom. They were 'Happy Hollows' where people lived in °
cardboard or corrugated-ivon hovels in the manner of
arnimals. * C

One of the sm*éalleﬁ "Happy Hollows" is the subject'mf
i o _ |
application. The sﬁmry of its transformation into City

5 N g e _
s, in microcosm, a reflection of Eilgore's transition

unbridled boom days | to model city status.

As the initial shock of the oil field’'s magnitude and

prnjected'impact Qh'ﬁiignre subsided, city 1eaders

ted immediately to péumnte controlled growth for tHe

.« With lawlessness énder contyrol, primaril? through the
of Texas Rangeré, théy‘weré free to implement a seriesg
rogressive reforms, ﬁrqgrams, and gervitea that would
re the future planned.develmpment of Kilgore. fAs a
1£, within é decade &f the oil discovery the city

ted a junior college, a municipal hmﬁp;ta;, -1 '
t-rclass library, éxeﬁpiafy city'services, new roads,

parks.



With regard to thé ﬂéttér; officials began EECQring
prmp@rt#_%mF_City Fark, %onaidered to,he a %uéal point of
the planned muﬁicipal de¢alhpment, in 1934, Bix tractg of
1aﬁd made up ﬁhe new paré,.which Was eatablished_on.one of
the "Happy"HdIlﬁﬁS" daﬁgéibad by Eason. Fouwre tracté were
purchased from M. E; aﬁ;E;;Aie Hugheyraﬁa another was
acquired from J.'S; and éammie Elder. The finmal tracf was
a triangular section of iand out af the Wood estate, at the
intersection Df.E. North?Stréet and Highway 259.2

With the Landracquiéed.by the end of 1934, the city
'cuuncil, undef the direcéimﬁ m#ﬂﬁayqr Royv H. Laird (d;1950>,
began planning.the Facilities that would transform the 1ahd
Cinto a model city park. jﬁ..L. Crigler'mf Mount Fleasant,
Teras, was hired to QVEF;EE the imprbvements. Crigler was
already familiar witﬁ thé‘ﬁew‘deVelmpments'in Kilgore, -

: |
having supervised the corlstruction of many'df the town's
tirst paved streets, ™

The sarliest imprnvém&ﬁtﬁ in Eit? Fark were a EEPiEE.Qf
afchitectural'features tﬁaﬁlinﬁluded walks, picnic
tacilities, bridges, and:creek embankment walls. Built E
primarily of 1§ca1 roc& éarred or rust-colored %erﬁuginoﬁs |
ﬁtmné known commonly as iran qre), they were amﬁstructed Lry

stonemason Jack Sherfon. The improvements provided an

architectural {Dundation§¥mr the park’'s "rustic" theme,



enhancing the "natural® ?eatufes of their surrmundiﬁg
environment . The rusticfdesign, a popular style in cémpﬁ
and reéarts of the 193Q$%an; 19408, was reminiscent'mf
similar projects cmmplatéd by such New Deal agencies as the
fivilianm Conservation Caﬁps and the Works Progress
Adminitstiration., 'It is bélie?ed, in facﬁ, that many m# the
p#rk's imprnvament% werefcuordinated with local acfivitiea
of the Fuhl1c Narka Adm1nlstrat1mn, alan & New Deal agency.
It is iﬁuwn that the FWA's regional 1nsp@ctnr partlrlpatpd
1n‘prugect5 that included the city library and a new HEWARR
treatment p}§qﬁif _ é | _R
In 1934, a aecmnd-hﬁage~o+-cmnmtruutimn iﬁ City Park
was initiated. ﬁdting u&der authorityro$ a 1925 revision tm‘
state statutes regardingzmuni:ipal functions, the city
council adopted an nrdinance:
| - e . ﬁUTHDRIZING THEE lauUANLL OF CITY OF KILGORE
SNIMMING FOOL. (MORTGAGE AND REVENUE) BONDS IN THE AMOUNT
OF #30,000.00 AND AUTHORIZING THE MORTBAGING AND
' ENEUMBERINb OF SAID SWIMMING PDHL AND THE FHANCHISE AND
INCOME THERETD.‘; “
Given the context Df;fha tiﬁea,ﬂthe muricipal swimm;hg
pool represented a subst&ntial'fiécal'respmnsibilité for the
city. The.cmuncil's action,'hmwgver, Was similar in sOMe
respects to the “rethverﬁ" and "redeyelmpment"_actibnsntﬁen
being initiated at the sﬁate levél.' The Texas centennial

year proved a worthy basis for action on many fronts



Anmthef 1andmark.ingﬁity Fark is the Eilgore Public
Library, the subjeci of & récent marher-applicaﬁiun” The
building’'s unigue architéctura, which reflects influences of
French design, provides gn interesting contrast to the
environmental look of the nearby walks, bridges, and walls.
Ite presence in the park; however, is a complement to the
grounds and to the site'é Fole in fh@ planned municipal

developmant of Kilgore.

Gity Park ia.a significant element in H&lgure + o
saveral reasons.  Most iépﬁrtant, it serves as a reminder of
the gtrmng'mUniqipal pruéréms aﬁq the in»dapth and
thQQFEEiné planning that marked the change from boom town
to model cify..-In a 1argér cohtext,lthe park is a symbol of
governmental changes thaﬁ took place throﬁghmut Texas during
_the Great Depression. rﬁddihg to the significance are the
vaery thorough park records that have been preserved by the
Ltity (see copies.-abttached). In great detail, théy record
£ha names of wérkérs;'faé;ﬁétérials'uséd; the construction
time frames, and the ﬁmsté involved. They provide one of
the most complete acocounts D¥ an agarly municipal project

anvwhere in the state.

The applicants are Seeking apprmphiate recognition of

City Park through approvél af an Official Texras Historical



the city, would be a worthy topiec for commens ation.

Wit ten bys
Dan K. Utley
Rpustin, Texas

Researched by:
Nelda Lewis
Virginia Long
Betty Robertson

Y



ENDNOTES

Al Eason,  Boom Town: Kilgore, Teras (Milgore:
Filgore Chamber  of Commerce, n.d.), pp. vii~v.ii.

‘ - PCity Council Minutes (various pages) . ity Hall,
CEilgore, Texas. a

FLason, pp. S56-57.

4City Council Minutes (December 1%, 1/34), City
Hall, kKilgore, Texas. : '

FCity Council Minutes (February 20, 1936), City
Mall, Eilgore, Texas. -'q
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_ Gregg County Historical Commission
Norman W. Black, D.D.S. 417 Mobbeily Avenue Phone
Chairman Longview, Texas 75602 903-757-2261

July 9, 1991

Frances Rickard, Director
State Marker Program

Texas Historical Commission
P, 0. Box 12276

Austin, Texas 78711

Re: Application for an Official Texas Historical Marker for Kilgore
City Park - New Deal Era.

Dear Frances:

Enclosed is the new application for the above historical marker., The
documents referred to in Mr. Utley's paper may be found in the previous
application of Feb. 5, 1990 under the title, "Development of Kilgore City
Park",

In talking with Virginia Long yesterday I learned their Kilgore group'is
not certain as to the precise spot for the proposed H. M. There is
another H. M., the Allis-Chalmers Pumps H. M., 1986, on the park campus
and the feeling of the group at the present time is that the new H. M.
should be in another area of the park. That information should be forth-
coming later this week and I will see that you receive it.

Sincerely,

Pbrrnsnr

Bne,



g ritle of Marker
i (subject to revision by
B THC staff) ]

APPLICATION FORM FOR OFFICIAL TEXAS HISTORICAL MARKER
. Texas Historical Comm_ission
- State Marker Program -

P.O. Box 12276, Austin, Texas 78711

THE NEW DEAL ERA IN KILGORE

County

> GREGG

¥ Marker |ocation |
M (street address and town,

fiearest towh oh state highway map)

or specific directions from} 600 EAST NORTH STREET

KILGORE, TEXAS 75662

| Distance and direction

[ of subject -
- from marker site

surface to which marker

Il not on post, type of >
will be attached {wood, stone, etc.)

." Owner of
o Marker Site> - CITY OF KILGORE

Address City, Zip KILGORE, TX.

75662

909 N. KILGORE

d Marker

Sponsor of - :
bKILGORE IMPROVEMENT AND

BEAUTIFICATION ASSOCIATION

Address
P. 0. BOX 1524

City, Zip p
KILGOE, TX. 75662

Signature of
g County Chairman

R Ty

}gsw)% . px.

Person to whom marker %W
is;pbeshlpped* RON STEPHENS,CITY MANAGER

CITY OF KILGORE

*{f marker is to be placed on highway right-ofway, it will be shipped to your district highway ehgineer.

909 N. KILGORE ST. KILGORE 903-984-

Address _ City, Zip Date
417 MOBBERLY AVE. - LO_NGVIEW, TX.
75602
Address City, Zin Telephone
Ce lrequired)

5981

Please consult the back of this page for specifications of the markers available. Check the items desired helow. Appfoval of the apf)licatjon and narrative must be
obtained from the county historical commission, as indicated by the county chairman's signature on this form, before forwarding the material to the Texas Historica!
Commission. Please do not send payment if ordering subject or building markers; funds wilt be requested once the application has been approved by the State

Marker Committee. Saies tax must be added to the price, except if purchased by a tax-exempt orga
to their own post; however, the cost is the same as a marker furnished with a foundry post.

SUBJECT MARKERS
0 16" x 127 grave marker [comes with mountingbar) ................. $225
D 27" x 427 subject marker With POSE v 4 v v s vn s ve e o e et $750
D 277 x 42" subject marker Without post. ... v v e e e ieeenneennn. $700
G 18" x 28" subject marker With Post ~ . .o vvvs e vnneerenneenns $450
O 18" x 28" subject marker WthOUE POSE, vv v vv v ve s evseeseneenss £400

O 1{We] request that RTHL designation be considered for this structure,
[Please see signature line below.)

'BUILDING MARKERS
O 16" x 127 building marker with post .. ........... e, $350
O 16" x 127 building marker WithOW POSt .+ ..ot e e e eeenennnnrns $300

" Applicatlons for building markers will automatically be constdered for the RTHL
 designation. Please read carefully Texas Marker Policies |3 through 18, and indicate that

you have done so by signing below.

4 -
£c i e el
Signature of owner
'PAPERWEIGHTS
Please indicate quantity desired.
— 3" % 4" plastic paperwelght
mounted with replica of marker .. ... ..ot riveriiiriiiriinrannranas $90
Allow two months from completion of marker
Jor receipt of paperweight.

— Medallion paperwelght .o v v v v ren e i ieaaan $40

Allows four lines of engraving: please indicate desired wording.

tzation. Applicants may order a marker with a socket to attach

DIRECTIONAL SIGNS

Please indicate quantity desired and give location(s) on form above:

24" x 24" Historicl Markers In City sign .. ... e 480
Thege wiil be shipped to and placed on your town's city

limits signs by the District Highway Engineer.

— Black and White (for farm-to-market roads, state and U.S, highways)

— Green and \'\'L[-]lite [for interstate highways)

18" x 22" Historical Marker directional sign ... ... e $80
In| black and white only. For city and county roads.
Applicait must supply post and be responsible for placement.

— With arrow ppinting straight ahead
— With arrow ppinting left

— With arrow pointing right
OTHER : _

DO National Registel Plaque . . . oo vvtsinneenevnneannenssnnsn e $ 50
o2 6" supplea'nental L $110
O 16" x 12" building marker plate only S

fsee POlCY 15} oLt s eeaa, veresensaneed 3190
0 Replacement medallion {see Policy #15) ... u v e einerrsninnnnnen $110
O Bronze stars (for| replacement on 1936

Eranite TAaTKeTS)| o o v et cur s ca v i e e eanas :$ 25
£ Bronze wreaths [{for replacement cn

1936 granite Markers) .. .....ovuvivirenenenrnaians Cireaes e 3025
€1 Bronze seals {for| replacement on

1936 granite markers) . ... .ovvevunann et rararanr et eiarana $ 65
O Bronze plates {for replacerment on

1936 granite makkers) . . ......... F e e a e nrrer e $185

0 Certificates of appreciation ... ... . iiiiiiiarnniiiiriiiniaas 50¢ eaxch

1989



Xilgore Improvement and Beautification

Association, Inc.

Officers 1993-199k

: Mrs. Nelda Lewis . President -
Mrs. Justine Stanley Vice President
Mrs. Charla Hopkins Secretary
Mrz. Carmel McElyes Tressurer

Mrs. Loulses Florey Historian

DEDICATION
of an
OFFICTAL TEXAS HISTORICAL MARKER
THE NEW DEAT ERA TN KTLGORE

City Park on North Street
» Xilegore, Texas

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 8, 1993
11:30 a.m.
Sponsorsd by
THE TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION ,
| e -
THE GREGG COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISETON
. and

THE KIIGORE IMPROVEMENT(AND ?EAUTIFIGATION ASSOCIATION
KTRA




GREGG COUNTY HISTORICAL GOMMISSION

Mrs. Mildred Wood Barker Mrs. Helen McHaney Griffin
Mrs. Sally Gossett Barron Mrs. Nelda Lewls

Mrs. Charlotie Allgood Black Mrs. H. L. Long

Dr. Norman W. Black, Chalrman Mrs. Gordon J. Mayer

Mr. Jack Buchanan Dr. W. D. Northecutt, IIT
Mrs. Ann Price Cammack Mrs. John W. Osteen

Mrs. Pauline Cox Mrs. Amanda Pratt

Mrs. B. W. Crain, Jr. Mr. Ben Reynolds

Sondra Daniel ' Mrs, Nancy Ruff

Mrs., Bill W. Dodson Mr. Joe L. White

Dr. Ken R. Durham :

PROGRAM
Presiding; . Dr. Norman W. Black, Chairman
Gregg Cdunty Higtorical Commission.
Invocation Rev. William Ingersoll, Pastor

First Presbyterian Church, Kilgore

Introduction of CGuests Nelda Iewis, President of

XIBA

Welcone Hon. Bob Barbee, Mayor of Kilgore

Greetings from Gregg Countiy Hon., Kenneth J, Walker,

County Judge, Gregg County

Address Mr. Foster T. Bean, Life Member of KIBA

Unveiling of Marker Justlne Stanlev, Vice President

of KIBA

. Vlrglnla Long, member
Texas Hlstorical Commission

Reading of Marker  Melvin Marshell, Past President

of KIBA

Benediction Rev. Ingersoll



THE NEW DEAL ERA IN KILGORE

The term “New Deal” was used to symbolize the polftical philosophy of President
Franklin D. Roosevelt during the early years bf his Jong administratfon. Rooseveit 1 rst used the
term in his 1932 acceptance speech following his nomination as the céndidéate for the
Démocratic party. Speaking at the party’s Chicago convention, he said: “| pledge you | pledge

myself, to a new deal for the Amer{can people. Let us all here assembled constitufe ourselves

prophets of a new order of compstence and courage."! The fundamental tenets of the New Deal
philosophy, addressing the pressing economic concerns of the Great Depression, were reform,

recovery, and relief, To those ends, Roosavelt oversaw the creation of numeriuus federal

agencies designed to bh’ng immediate change throughout the nation. Many of {hg programs
resulted in tangible additions to the built environment: the Public Works Adn;inistration
constructed such features as roads, bridges, and public buildings; the Works Progress
Administration built, among other things, many fine courthouses and schools; and ;he Civiltan
Canservation Corps created parks that later became the nucleus of state park progr%ams. More
| s'ubtly, perhaps, the federal government's actions during the New Desl spurred simitar
programs under the direction of state and local governments.
The city of Kilgore has preserved three important reminders of the New D.eaI era in

their community~~reminders that continue 1o serve their original purpose over a half century
after they were planned and constructed. They are City Park, the Kilgore Public Library, and
‘the Kilgore College Administration Building. The latter two have already been approved for the

- Recorded Texas Historic Landmark designation, so the focus of this application will be the park.

For clarification, however, a brief description of the 11brary and college bullding 1s in order.




KILGORE PUBLIC LIBRARY
In 1937, city officials under the leadership of Mayor Roy H. Laird began bianm‘ng for a
new buﬂdfng to house the fledgling pubh’d libr*ary, begun in 1933. The cily contributed funds
for the construction, as did the Public Works Administration (PWA)., One of President
‘Roosevelt's first New Deal agenoies, the PWA was designed to prime the nation's economic pump
through such public works projects as highways, bridges, hydroelectric plants, dams, and
schools. According to New Déal historian James Olson, “Half of all school buildings and most

municipal water and sewage systems built during the 1930s were PWA projects financed at a

rate of 30 percent federal funds and 70 percent local funds."2

The new Kilgore Public Library was completed in 1939, Located within City Park, the
- French-influenced structure contrasted dramatically with the rustic nature of the park's
buildings, tables, and walkways. Secretary of the Intertor Harold}z./ Ickes, whose depariment
administered the PWA, personally toured the library on March 27, 1940, while on a visit to

East Texas.

KILGORE COLLEGE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING
Also constructed with financial aid from the Public Works Administration, the main
buiiding for the newly-created Kilgore Junior College was completed i_n 1936. The San Antonio
firm of Phelps and Dewees designed the structure using Art Moderne styling that symbolized the

city's progressive character. As the campus grew, the school became an integral part of

~Kilgore's recovery from adversities of the Great Depression,d



CITY PARK

When discovery wells were drilled in the East Texas 011 Field, the nation and the world
were in the beginning economic decline of the Great Depression. In the midst of the far-
~ reaching poverty and despair that followed, Kilgore became one of the few bright spots that
offered hope, prosperity, and a solution to the hard times. As a result, the tdwn quickly
attracted thousands of people--many more than such a rural community could adequately
accommodate. Like the gold rush towns of nineteenth—century California, Kilgore changed
overnight. And, all of the changes were not for the best.
| Al Eason, in his history of Kilgore, provided a dramatic portrait of the changes in East
Texas ofl towns:

The boomtowns were exciiement brought to a fever pitch. . . . They were lighted by gas

flares; the light flickering and dancing, giving the effect of Hades. They were mud, and

jerry-built, single wall shacks, tents, 'rag-houses." They were the few, fine old white
houses of the '0ld settlers’ of the town before the boom. They were 'Happy Hollows'
where people lived in cardboard or corrugated-iron hovels in the manner of animals.4

One of the so-called "Happy Hollows" became the site of City Park. The story of the
property's transformation is, in microcosm, a reflection of Kilgore's transition from unbfidled
‘boom days to model ¢ity status.

As the initial shock of the of} fleld's magnitude and its projected impact on Kilgore
leveled off, city leaders reacted quickly to promote controlléd growth for the town, With
lawlessness under control, primarily through the aid of Texas Rangers, they were fres to
implement a series of progressive reforms, programs, and services thal would assure the
future planned development of Kilgore. As aresult, within a decade of the oll discovery the city
boasted a junior college, a municipal hospital, a first-class library, exemplary cify services,
new roads, and parks. |

With regard to the latter, officials began securing property for City Park, considered to



be a focal point of the planned municipal development, in 1934, Six tracts of land made up the
new park. Four tracts were purchased from M. B. and Annie Hughey and another was acquired

from J. 3. and Cammie Elder. The final tract was a triangular section of land out of the Wood

estate, at the intersection of E. North Street and Highway 259.5

~ With the land acquired by the end of 1934, the city council, under the direction of Maydr
Roy H. Laird (d. 1950), began planning the facilities that would transform the land into & model
city park. 0. L. Crigler of Mount Pleasant, Texas, was hired to oversee the improvements,

Crigler was already familiar with the new developments in Kilgore, having supervised the

construction of many of the town's first paved strests.6

The earliest improvements in City Park were a series of ar‘chitectilr*a! features that
~ included walks, picnic facilities, bridges, and cresk embankment walls. Built primarily of
local rock (a red or rust-comred farruginous stone known commonly as iron ore), they were
constructed by stonemason Jack Sherron. The improvements provided an architectural
foundation for the park's "rustic” theme, enhancing the "natural” features of their surrounding
environment. The rustic design, a popular style in camps and resorts of the 1930s and 1940s,
was reminiscent of similar projects completed by such New Deal agencies as the Civilian
Conservation Corps and the Works Progress Administration, [t 1s believed, 1n fact, that many of
the park's improvements were coordinated with local activities of the Public Works
Administration, also a New Deal agency. It is known that the PWA's regional inspector
participated in projects that included the city library and a new sewage treatment plant.7

In 1936, a second phase of construction in City Park was initiated. Acting under
authority of a 1925 revision to state statutes regarding municipal functions, the city council

adopted an ordinance:



... AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF CITY OF KILGORE SWIMMING POOL ( MORTGAGE AND
REVENUE) BONDS IN THE AMOUNT OF $30,000.00 AND AUTHORIZING THE MORTGAGING
AND ENCUMBERING OF SA!D SWIMMING POOL AND THE FRANCHISE AND INCOME

THERETO... .

Given the context of the times, the municipal swimming pool represented a substantial
fiscal responsibility for the city. The council's action, however, was simtlar in some respects
to the “recovery"” and “redevelopment” actions then being initiated at the state level. The Texas

- centennial year proved a worthy basis for action on many fronts.

City Park is a significﬁnt element in Kilgore for several reasons. Most important, it
serves as a reminder of the strong municipal programs and the in—dep{h and progressive
planning thal marked the change from boom town to measured growth. In a larger context, the
park is a symbol of governmental changes that took place throughout Texas during the Great
Depression. Adding to the significance are the very thorough park records that have been.
preserved by the city (see copies attached). In great detaﬂ, they record the names of workers,
the materials used', the construction time frames, and the costs involved. They provide one of

the mast complete accounts of an early munictpal project anywhers in the state.

Wwritien by
Dan K. (Hley, Historian
Austin, 7exss

Resesrched by:
Nelda Lew!s
Virginig Long
Beatly Roberison




* ENDNOTES

1James S. Olson, ed., Historical Dictionary of the New Deal (Westport, CT:
Greenwood Press, 1985), p. 369.

201son, p. 398.

3Marker file for Kilgore College Administration Building, Texas Historical
Commission, Austin, Texas.

4A) Eason, Boom Town: Kilgore, Texas (Kiigore: Kilgore Chamber of Commerce,
n.d.), pp. vii-viii.

SCity Council Minutes ( various pages), City Hall, Kilgore, Texas.
6Eason, pp. 56-57.
7City Council Minutes (December 15, 1934), City Hall, Kilgore, Texas.,

8City Council Minutes (February 20, 1936), City Hall, Kilgore, Texas.
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CURTIS TUNNELL,
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

r.0. BOX 12276 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 (512)463-6100

October 27, 1992

Dr. Norman Black, Chair
Grepg CHC

417 Mobberly Avenue
Longview, TX 75602

RE: THE NEW DEAL ERA IN KILGORE
18" x 28" Subject Marker w/ post (Job #37591, Gregg County)

Dear Dr. Black:

This letter is to notify you that the State Marker Review Board has reviewed and approved the above-referenced topic for an
Official Texas Historical Marker.

Payment for the marker, in the amount of $450.00, is now due. Please¢ complete and return the payment form at the bottom
of this letter at your earliest convenience. Once payment for the marker is received, the application will be placed in line to
have the marker inscription written. The inscription will not be written until after funds have been received. When the text is
prepared, a copy will be sent to you and any parties listed below for review and approval. '

The Texas Historical Commission congratulates you on your efforts to record and preserve Texas history.

Frances Rickard, Director
Local History Programs

i)c: Ron Stephens, City Manager
Kilgore Improvement & Beautification Association

MARKER TITLE_THE NEW DEAL ERA IN KILGORE

COUNTY___ GREGG JOB NUMBER_37591 AMT. ENCLOSED__$450.00

F

' ‘ ; T O .
Please specify method of payment: ® Check enclosed O Visa  [1 Mastercard &#\ A T 5‘1*

Credit Card number: Expiration Date:

Signature:

Checks should be made payable to the Texas Historical Commission.

e Steate C/’/g/(-'//{y /(/z Stawe S rerervedion



Texas Historical Commission Staff (REO), 1/14/93, Revised 2/25/93,
3/25/93 '

18" x 28" Official Texas Historical Marker with post
Gregg County (Job #37591)
Location: 600 E. North Street, Kilgore
THE NEW DEAL ERA IN KILGORE*
AFTER THE DISCOVERY OF OIL HERE
'IN THE 1930s,THIS SITE WAS TRANS-
FORMED INTO A MAKESHIFT TENT
CITY BY THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE DIS-
PLACED BY A DEEPENING NATIONAL
DEPRESSIONgIN AN EFFORT TO CON-
TROL GROWTH,CITY OFFICIALS CHOSE
THIS SITE AS THE FOCUS OF AN
AMBITIOUS PUBLIC WORKS PROGRAM
IN_1934.THE PARK PROJECT,WHICH
INCLUDED EXTENSIVE ROCK WORK,
WAS INFLUENCED BY THE PLANNING
AND FORESIGHT OF OTHER FEDERAL’
"NEW DEAL"PROJECTS UNDERWAY IN
KILGORE AT THE TIME(KILGORE PUB-
LIC LIBRARY AND KILGORE COLLEGE
ADMINISTRATION BUILDING)eTHE PARK
PROJECT WAS FINISHED ABOUT 1936g¢%%*
(1993) *%*
¥1/2 inch lettering to contrast with text

*%1/2 inch lettering
*%x%1/4 inch lettering
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THE NEW DEAL ERA IN KILGORE CHAIRMAN'S PROGRAM
HISTORICAL MARKER DEDICATION
11:30 A.M., FRIDAY, OCTOBER 8, 1993

M.C. Good morning, ladies and gentlemen. Welcome to the dedication of an O0fficial

Texas Historical Marker: The New Deal Era in Kilgore. This historical marker

is authorized by the State of Texas and sponsored by the Texas and Gresg
County Historical Commissions and the Kilgore Improvement and Beautification

Assocliation.

TNVOC. The invocation will be given by Rev. William Ingersoll, Pastor of the First

Presbyterian Church....Rev. Ingersoll....Thank you, Rev. Ingersoll.

GUESTS Mrs. Nelda lewls, President of KIBA, will now introduce our guests....Mrs. Lewis..

+ o . Thank you, Nelda.

WELCOME  We are honored to have with us this morning, the Honorable Bob Barbee, Mayor

of Kilgore, who has always been supportive of historical preservation as well

as the growth of Kilgore., Mayor Barbee has a few words for us....Mr. Mayox...

«+ . Thank you, Bob.

GREET. I was speaking of support of historical preservation. Our County Judge, Mr.
Kenneth Walker, needs no tealointréduction nor comments about his interest
in historical preservation as he has demonstrated this time and again., He

loves Gregg County and knows its history well. Judge Walker, would you come

and speak to us?....Thank you, Judge Walker.

ADDRESS  Probably no one has a better knowledge of this park and the event we are
. here to commemorate better than does our speaker. He is a Charter Board
Member of KIBA and a Life Member of the Board of Directors, as well. He

has exercised his leadership and participated in almost all of the many fine

Rt
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accomplishments of KIBA and Kilgore itself. It is a privilege to have Mr,

Foster T. Bean as our speaker....Mr. Bean....Thank you, Mr. Bean.

The marker will now be unvelled by Justine Stanley, Vice-President of KIBA

and Virginia Long, Member of the Texas Historical Commission.

Mr. Melvin Marshsll, Past President of KIBA, will read the text of the

marker....Mr. Marshall....Thank you, Melvin.

BRev., Tngerscll will return for our benedictien,

Thank you all for coming.



THE NEW DEAL ERA IN KILGORE

After the discovery of oll here in the 1930s, this site was transformed
into a makeshift tent city by thousands of people displaced by a deépening
national depression. In an effort to control growth, city officials chose
this site as the focus of an ambitious Public Wokrks Program in 1934. The
Park Project, which included extensive rock work, was influenced by the -
planning and foresight of other Federal "New Deal" Projects underway in
Kilgore at the time (Kilgore Public Library and Kilgore College Administra-

tion Building). The Park Project was finished about 1936.
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By ANNELLE JONES

THERE'S TOO MUCH news or
there's too few pages to put it in.
Anyway, there's a world of news
that didn't make today's paper be-
cause we didn't have enough space
for it. If your item is left out, we
apologize. We'll get it in as soon as
possible. '

e
GENE AND NORA ELDER

T

were at the City Park Marker dedi-
cation Friday and were recalling
that Gene's father, John Elder, su-
pervised the construction of all the
rock work in City Park, Nora said
she took Mr. Elder to all the focal
nurseries to buy shrubs and other
plants for the City Park, even when
his health was so fragile that he re-

aily should not have gone. ...
See KILGOROUND, Page 12A

Stanley, who unveiled the marker. (Photo by
Annelle Jones)

FKILG(

(Continueq from Page
' age 1A)
Incidentally, Gene is 8 j

s ort of '
of all trades for Kilgore, H??lgs(-

been school superi

. 1 superintendent, m
Cily commissioner, city nfanaaggrr '
and justice of the peace. ’
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By ANNELLE JONES

An official Texas Historical Marker was dedicated
Friday at the City Park. _

Former Mayor Foster T, Bean traced the history of
the park before Nelda Lewis, president of Kilgore
Improvement and Beautification Association, and
Justine Stanley, vice president, unveiled a marker to
"the New Deal area in Kilgore."

The marker dedication was sponsored by the Texas -

‘Historical Commission, the Gregg County Historical
Commission and KIBA.
' The marker reads;

"The New Deal Era in Kilgore, After the discovery
of oil here in the 1930s, this site was transformed into a
makeshift tent city by thousands of people dispiace by
a deepening national depression. In an effort to control
growth, city officials chose this site as the focus of an
ambitious public works program in 1934, The park
project, which included extensive rock work, was in-
fluenced by the planning and foresight of other Federal
New Deal' projects under way in Kilgore at the tine
{Kilgore Public Library and Kilgore College
Administration Building). The park project was fin-
ished about 1936."

Bean noted that the park area was called "Happy ‘

Hollow" originally.
"On account of its terrain with its uneven surface
- and ditches, it was not considered a suitable place for
the erection of any improvements and the property was
considered of little vale. Some of our black friends who
were not possessed of very much worldly goods popu-
lated it," Beansaid. =~ _ —
When the East Texas Oil Field was discovered,
. “hordes of people came to Kilgore, seeking a livelihood.
: "They came with practically nothing except the
clothes on their backs. They crowded into Happy
Hollow, living in tents, hastily built shacks, and even
good boxes," Bean said. '
The City of Kilgore need a recreational park, .and
in order to make the land available for sale to the city
for park purposes, it was necessary to have the land va-
cated. The principal owner of the land instituted evic-

tion proceedings against the inhabitants and paid to,

have them moved to other vacant premises, -
"The city acquired the land, and began planning
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Marker in City Park
~ dedicated in ceremonies

the facilities that would transform the land into a model
city park,” Bean said. “The earliest improvements were

. a series of architectural features that included walks,

picnic facilities, bridges and rock embankment walls,
In making these improvements, a large amount of local
rock, commonty known as iron ore, was used and
thereby provided an architectural foundation for the

-park’'s rustic theme, enhancing the 'natural’ features of

their surrounding environment,” the former mayor said.
~Herecognized Mr, and Mrs. Gene Elder in the au-
dience, and said that Elder's father, John L. Elder, su-

" pervised the rock work construction.

.In 1936, a second phase of construction in the City
Park was initiated when the city council authorized the
issuance of $30,000 in bonds for the construction of a
swimming pool. ' ‘

The new Kilgore Public Library, now located ona

part of the land, was completed in 1939 with funds

contributed by the city and the New Deal Public Works

Administration.. ‘

"In 1950, it was realized that Kilgore did not have
a county community house while the other precincts
had already built one. Then while I was serving as in-
terim mayor from Dec. 27, 1950, until April 15, 1951,
my brother, Jack Bean, who was then serving as county

- commissioner, used his influenced with the city and the -

city gave the connty a lot out of the original property

purchased for the construction of a community house,

and the Community House was completed in 1952."
Bean noted that ‘park is significant element is

Kilgore for several reasons, It served as a reminder of -

the strong municipals program and the in-depth and

* progressive planning the marked the change from a

1

boom town to measured growth, _
"In a larger context, the park is a symbol of gov-
emnmental changes that took place throughout Texas
during the great depression,” Bean said, et
-Dr. Norman W, Black, chairman of the Gregg
County Historical Commission, wa$s master of cere-
monies, and Melvin Marshall, a past president of.
KIBA, read the marker, - - : -
Mayor Bob Barbee and Gregg County Judge Ken

‘Walker brought greetings. The Rev. William Ingersoll,
=" pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, gave the invo-

cation and benediction.- :



