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Mr, Elmer Ferguson - Precinct 1.
Mr. Jim Gray - Precinct 2.

Mr., Nelson Tyl - Precinct 3.

Mr. Jack Bean - Precinct 4.

Gounty Judge Henry Atkinson is at hils regular Friday, 10:00 A.M., Docket - Regrets.



SITE OF EARPVILLE HISTORICAL MARKER
DEDICATION

CHATRMAN'S NOTES:
M.C. Good morning ladies and gentlemen. Welcome to the dedication of an 0ff-
icial Texas Historical Marker: THE SITE OF EARPVILLE, Texas. This hist-
orical marker is authorized by the State of Texas and sponsored by the
Texas and Gregg County Historical Commissions.
INVOC, Flease stand with me for the invocation by Dr. Conrad Winbora, Minister
of the First Methodist Church of Longview - followed by the Pogting of
POST. Colors by members of the Sons of Confederate Veterans. Dr. Winborn —--.
{color guard retire to right seats)(not of prog.: beare?=J§axa@¢}_tiubuvu )
- GUESTS Thank you Dr. Winborn. The Gregg County Historical Commission is' that
arm of the county govermment which is responsible for the preservation
historical
of our county's?ﬁéiitage and the encouragement of others to do the same,
Would all members of the Grégg County Historical Commission please stand,
or, if standing please raise your hand. (recognize each)
Also, we are pleased to have: (other county commission Qhairpersons:)
Mrs. Audrey Kariel, Harfison Co.3 Mrs. Virginia Knapp, Rusk Co.;
Mr. Bvereti Holloway, Upshur Co.
There are a number of other guests I would like to recognize: The Hon,
Lou Galosy, Mayor of Longview; Mrs. Molly Barber, Clerk of Cregg Co.
o br. #llie Caston, Director of the Gregg CGounty Historical Museum is video-taping event.
DESGEND, We are very fortunate to have in our presence, descendants of the Ffounders
| of Earpville: Mr. Jack Earp and his wife Mary, of Gladewater. (ask to

stand) Thank you Jack and Mary. We are also indebted to these two for

making their History of the Farp Family available to Mrs, Charlotte

~ Teske ‘of the historical commission for her use in her research for this
historical marker.
Now, I know we have people here whose ancestors lived in Earpville. I

also know, that if I try to name all of you, I will surely miss many. So,



if you are a descendant of an Barpville resident, please raise your hand.
(comment, if necessary)
UNVEIL. The marker will now be unveiled and the inscription read by Mrs. Helen
McHaney Griffin, Vice-Chairman of the Gregg County Historical Commission.
(after unveiling, ask Pudge to return to microphone to read.inscription)
MAYOR Thank you, Mrs, Griffin. Now I presént the Honorable Lou Galsoy, Mayor
of Longview. (after remarks'Mayor will introduce Peppy Blount, Speaker)
sfop —mive m‘l-i-oduo‘liom!}*ﬁé? bes res.
PRES. Thank you Mr., Mayor an@_Judge BlountY/'The penultimate part of you progran
is preceeded by the word "Presentation". This is indeed a rare honor,
shared by only one other member of the Gregg County Historical Commis-
sion, Mrs. Griffin. Tt is a citation presented to a commission member
for contributions which led to the placement of this historical marker.
Mrs. Teske, will you please come to the podium? (read citation). Mr.
Tunnell regrets that he'is unable to_attend thié ceremony. -
LOB. As you know, today is the first day of the three—day LQBLOLLY JUBILEE

and Mr. Bruce Cook, Chairman of the Jubilee has a few words for us: Mr.

Cook, : Thank you, Mr. Cook,
BEN. And now, Dr, Winborn will pronounce the benediction.
P.S. Thank you all for making this dedication a memorable one, Mr., and Mrs.

T. J. Long.and Mr. Richard Long, heirs to the Estate of Lila Long Hughes,
and Mrs. Dorothy Hogan, Realitor, who has graciocusly permitted us the use
of this lovely property would like any of you who wish, to visit this

beautiful house -~ now. Thank you,



Texés Historical Comission Staff (CJIB), 4/11/89
- 18" x 28" Official Texas Historical Marker with post
Gregg County (Job #01789)
ILocation: 1107 E. Marshall Ave., longview

SITE QF***
EARPVILLE*

THIS SITE WAS ONCE WITHIN THE
BOUNDARY OF THE COMMUNITY OF
EARPVILLE, SEPTLED IN THE LATE
1840s BY JAMES EARP(d.1861)AND
'MANY OF HIS RELATIVES FROM
ALABAMALLOCATED ON A STAGECOACH
LINE,THE SEITLEMENT AT ITS ‘
HEIGHT BOASTED A POST OFFICE,

' STAGE STOP,METHODIST CHURCH,AND
RETATIL BUSINESSES AND WAS THE
COMMERCIAL AND SOCIAL CENTER

" FOR FARMERS IN THE REGION,PART
OF JAMES EARP'S ORIGINAL HOME-

SITE WAS SOLD TO THE SOUTHERN
PACIFIC- RAILROAD IN-1870,IT RECAME
THE SITE OF THE NEW TOWN

OF LONGVIEW AND SIGNALED THE

' DECLINE OF EARPVILLE **

(1989) ***
*3/4 inch lettering

**1/2 inch lettering
**%1/4 inch lettering
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GLADEWATER

Barker, Mildred
Daniel, Sondra
Mayer, Nauty Byrd
Osteen, Blizabeth
Shepperd, John Ben

KILGORE

Griffin, Helen
Lewisg, Nelda
Long, Virginia
Pratt, Amanda
White, Joe

LONGVIEW

Barron, Sally
Belding, Amelia
Black, Norman
Buchanan, Jack
Cox, Pauline
Crain, Amm
Dodson, Beth
Durham, Ken
Mackenzie, Ann
McWhoriter, Gene
Northecutt, W. D.
Ruff, Nancy
Teske, Charlotte



“townsite,

R

'Tugsday, September 19, 1989, Longview NestJ ournal

Site of Earpville

Before Longview, there was
Earpville.
And on Oct. 6, some 140 yt,nra.

after establishment of the commu-

. nity, Earpville will be remem-
bered with dedication of a Texas
L e vt

historical
matker, .
The. dedi-
cation will
be 10 s
Oct, 6, at
1107 E. Mar-
shall Ave,,
to mark the
W] i d
Earpville

Van
Craddock

now a part
of east Longview. Speaker for the
event will be RE. "Peppy Blount
of Longview.

Dr. Norman Black of Longview,

chairman of the Grepg County:
is in .

Historical Commission,
charge of the dedicition ceremo-

" nies, which. will be open to the

public. -~

: The dedication will be a part of .
- Longview's Loblolly Jubilee activi-’

ties, according to Black. The Lobh-

" lolly Jubilee is scheduled for the

" neoud articles about Earpville,
said Black. "This is the {irst time it’

lirst weekend ih October, with. a
number of events planned,
“There have beeti so0 many erro-

1"

‘has been
searched.”
- For a year and a hall, Longview-
ite Charlotte B. Teske, a inember of
the Gregg County Historical Coun:
mssion, did researeh on Eappvilte
to gualify it for the marker from
the Texas Historical Comimlission

sa. thoronghly. re-

S i Austin

i

- kinship

“We're trying to cortect all the

inaccuracies,” said Teske.
. For example, legend bas it that
the founding Earp family was
related to famous western lawman
Wyatt Earp. But Teske says such
"yeelnk to be unsnbstanti-
ated.”

Research, she said, has revealed
that old Earpville covered an area
from Teague Sirect west to Grace
Creek, and [rom near Fairmont
Strect south to near Cotton Street,

The aréa lay along the Marshall-
Tyler Stagecoach Road (now U.S
80), and amohg the earliest settlers
were members of the Barp family.

Ja'mes Earp (the last naine ofien
was pronoinced “Arp”) bought

" 1,031 acres of land in the area in

June 1848 The land was being sold
at highest bid by Upshur County
w thie county of Cregg wasn't
created il IEA3 - for nnpaid
faxes. :

{or

Barp bonght the acreage

$5.06, plus vourt costs.

- Antonio,” Teske said.

“est land.

y t Ob e remembered
with new

marker

“The populatioh of East Texas
definitely increased upon the ar-

Tival of the Earp clan. With the

influx of 40 imembers of one
family, the settlement soon be-
came known as Earpville. The
colitmunity was on the stagecoach
line that ran from  Louisiana
through Fast Texas and on to San

Dr. Job Taylor, & physician and
lay preacher, operaled a stage-
coach stop in Barpville. A post
office also way established shortiy
after authorities extended the post
road on to Jefferson throwgh
Barpville to Winona and Tyler.
The post office operated between
1850 and 1867. ’

According to Teske, rebearchers
have not located a plat for the
town, although there are records
referring to townsite lot numbers.

In the decade following 1850,
other businesses joined Earpville's
stagecoach stop and post office,
which served 276 people by 1860,

‘Farming was the main occupa-

‘tion of the residents, but the town

also boasted three metrchants, a
minister, a saddler, 4 carpenter, an
overseer, three blacksmiths, one
wagon maker and seven laborerq '
Teske said.

James Earp abandoned farmmg‘
and opened a small store. Richard
Methvin, the fathér of O.11, Meth-
vin (wha is considered Longview’s
founding father) had- a wagon
shop in Earpvilie.

Althongh early records do not
st a school in Earpville, DA
Dickard, the communily's postmas:
ter e L8at, was o feacher aud
might have beld classes in private
homes or in Earpville’s lone
church building, Teske said.

Earpviile thrived, bul progress
eventually proved to be the down-
fall of the litite tow.

With  the railroad expanding
from Marshall and Hallsville past
Farpville and on 1o Longview,
“Barpville begun to fade and lose
ity identity,” Teske said.

I wasn't long before Earpville
was only &4 memnory.

“"We can only speculate what
might have beenif the Earp family
had siot chosen this location,” said
Teske, “Land purchasers for the
raiiread must bave preferred land
near an established community
over uncleared; uninhabited for-
Barpville furnished the
foundation on which the town of

~Longview was built,

“The pionecers of }'mp\ ille de-
serve recognition asy major con-
tributors to early East 'Texas,
especially 1o Longview and Gregg
Coubnty,"” she shid.
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