21" 42" Ufricial ''eXas Historical Marker

Gregyg County (Replacement for SMF of Aug.l967,which had to be discarded for errors
B Location: 303 S. Center Street, Gladewater

SITE QF**%*
OLD LOG CABIN JAIL¥*

LOCATED HERE IN 1930'S WHEN GLADEWATER OVERNIGHT
EX;LODED INTO A CITY,AFTER OIL WAS DISCOVERED.

AN OLD LOG CABIN OWNED BY MAYOR BLE.PHILLIPS,A
PROMINENT MERCHANT,WAS CONVERTED INTO TOWN'S FIRST
CITY HALL.AND JAIL.LOWE# STORY WAS PARTITIONED .INTO | -
CELLS FOR MEN AND WOMEN . HANDCUFFS OﬁlCHAINSlBQLTED
INTO THE LOG WALLS KEPT*PRISONERS FROM ESCAPINGQ

AS IN ALL BOOMS,THE EAST TEXAS OIL DEVELOPMENT
CREATED HIGH DEMANDS ON THE LOCAL ECONOMY.WORKERS
FOUGHT ONE ANOTHER FOR HOUSING,GOODS AND SERVICES.
SOMETIMES VICTIMIZED BY THE FORCES OF VICE THAT
CAME IN ALONG WITH LEGITIMATE BUSINESSES,THEY WERE
PROVCEKED INTO BRAWLS.A TOWN FOUND IT NECESSARY TO
CURB DISORDER,WHETHER OR NOT IT HAD A STANDARD JAIL.

ABANDONED CHURCHES AND CHICKENHOUSES WERE"JAILS"

IN SOME COMMUNITIES.PRISONERS WERE EVEN CHAINED
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2

Q TO POSTS OR TREES.THERE ARE MANY TALI, TALES AND

~

(]

~ LEGENDS ABOUT HOW LAW AND ORDER WERE PRESERVED.

§ BOOM TOWNS LIKE GLADEWATER IN DUE TIME MET CIVIC
i

E - RESPONSIBILITIES.WITH THE EXPANDED ECONOMY AND

M

H

0 STRONG LAW ENFORCEMENT, SUCH COMMUNITIES WERE ABLE
8]

1))

g . TO ESTABLISH HIGH STANDARDS IN PUBLIC SERVICES AND
04 ) .

[ ]

CULTURE.THE OLD BOOM TOWNS HAVE BECOME SOME OF THE

FINEST CITIES IN TEXAS.**
(1968) **=*
*3/4" lettering
*%] /2" lettering
**%] /4" lettering



“ GLADEWATER'S LOG CABIN JAIL

When the Zast Texas 01l Boom brought 2 tremendous influx§§ :::%zﬂ
of people, both leaw abiding and lawless,-intO'the sleepyig ég fﬁﬁ
little town of Gladewater it was faced withs number of(ﬁéﬁ 2: 'ggg
serious problems which had to be solved guickly. The é %% ggg

) ~ ﬁs
citizens hastily incorporated and elected Mr., Ben Phillipis -1

their first Mayor., At this time Mr. "Doc' Shepperd was e

-

4
the County Cormmissioner.of the precinct and helped to solve

many of the town's problems in codperation with others.

One of the major problems was where to lock up the law
breakers as they, the citizens, had had no previous city

law enforcement officers, and, of course, had no jail. Mr.
Phillips, the new Mayor, owned an old log building near the
downtowm aresa; it was solidly built. This was converted

into a jeil,

A second i}ory was added, being built of the popular ”bcard-
and baégﬁgénstruction. The lower level, the old log building,
was divided into two rooms, a large one for the men and a
smaller one for the women prisoners. Both were filled with
crude wooden bunks for beds. Heavy chains to which the men
prisqners were hand-cuffed ran along the sides of their bunks,
and the end of the chains were securely bolted into the heavy
logs of %the wall. The up-stairs was used for offices for the
law enforeement officers.

Mr, Jeff Johnson was the first Constable, also serving =as
Jailer. Mr.Duckworth, present Constable, helped hsul material
for remodeliﬁg. _Tni;i;; 1931. 014 jailﬁhow gone but site at

what is now 303 3. Center St.

This data from: Mr, Duckworth, Mr, R.M.Wood, Gladewater paper,

a Mr, Phillivs, nephew of first Mayor, who has wood working shop

next door to site of o0ld jail. "Doe" Shanmewrd e Tahn Rante Tathoen



MEMORANDUM :
Research materials pertaining to early jails in Texas.

William Ransom Hogan, in The Texas Republic (University of Oklahoma
Press, 1946), P. 262, speaks of "the absence or insecurity of jails"
in 1836, as "a state of affairs typical of frontier regions." He also
quotes a newspaper version of an anecdote which was not subject to
confirmation from court records, but which was current and characteristic:

"A very learned and compassionate judge in Texas, on passing sen-
tence on one John Jones, who had been convicted of murder, concluded
his remarks as follows:-—- :

"'The fact is, Jones, that the court did not intend to order you to
be executed before next spring, but the weather is very cold. Our
jail, unfortunately, is in a very bad condition. Much of the glass
in the windows is broken. The chimneys are in such a delipidated state that
no fire can be made to render your apartments comfortable: besides,
owing to the great number of prisoners, not more than one blanket can
be allowed to each:; to sleep soundly and comfortably, therefore, will
be out of the question. In consideration of these circumstances, and .
wishing to lessen your sufferings as much as possible, the Court, in
the exercise of its humanity and compassion, do hereby order vou to be
executed tomorrow morning, as soon after breakfast as may be convenient
to the Sheriff and agreeable to-you.'® (Page 255)

Hogan describes the death sentence as a rarity during the nine and
three-fourths years of the existence of the Republic, and says that
"the law exacted society's most severe punishment in less than a dozen
cases" in all those years. (Page 261) This in spite of the dearth
and poor security of jails.

In a diligent search of the laws of the Republic and of the State
of Texas (Gammel's publications) at the Legislative Reference Library,
Austin, it was found that no uniform law providing for jails was in
existence earlier than 1874. The legislative acts creating the individual
counties made provisions for jails and courthouses, but the first act
"to authorize the several County Courts in the State to build court
houses and jails" is shown in The Laws of Texas, 1822-1897 {({Austin;:

H. P. N. Gammel), Vol. III, 1898, pages(61-64), dated April 6, 1874.
(See xeroxed copy attached). The Revised Statutes of Texas, ... A, D.
1879 (Galveston: A. H. Belo & Co., State Printer, 1879), Title ¥XIzx,
Counties and County Seats, Chapter 5, pages 114-115, further codified
the legal provisions. (See xeroxed copy attached.)

Yet in spite of the fact that county courts were empowered to levy
taxes and build jails, frontier counties exercised this power, usually,

P



only after the use of a jail had been made mandatory -- so jails
were improvised. Buffalo Gap had a jail built in 1880 (after the
county was organized in 1878), and in 1881 that was the jail to
which Sheriff Dick Ware of Mitchell County took prisoners. (Dallas
Weekly Herald, Thursday, June 23, 1881, page 1, column 4.) Prior
to Sheriff Ware's election, Texas Rangers had been keeping order

in Mitchell County, and their lock-up for prisoners had been a
trace chain attached to a mesquite tree. (This was late 1880 and
early 1881; see J. Evetts Haley, Jeff Milton: A Good Man With a
Gun.)

One family that lived in Mitchell County in the winter of 1880-1881
was that of N. T. Miller, who worked for the Texas & Pacific construction
crews. Prior to this time, Miller had been a Texas Ranger. According
to memoirs found in the collection of Mrs. Mary Jones, University of
Texas Archives, Miller quit the Rangers because of hardships entailed
by his family by reason of his duties. The family lived on the frontier,
and Miller went by to see his wife and small children at every opportunity.
On occasion he would be conveying a prisoner to jail or to court when he
went by, and would shackle the prisoner to a tree in the vard while he
visited. On occasion during a storm or inclement weather it would be
necessary for him to bring the shackled prisoner into the shelter of
the house, and the lodging of a murderer or desperado inside the house
among her small children had a very unnerving effect on Mrs., Miller —-
so much so that Miller resigned from his Ranger post.

Long after the 1880's improvised arrangements for securing prisoners
still existed in the western part of Texas. At Monahans during the buildinc
of the "Million Barrel” in January to March, 1928, the drunks and others
who were arrested were chained to posts. (Monahans had been in existence
since 1882, but it had no city jail; the county seat was Barstow, about
28 miles west.) This example was given by oldtimers in 1962.

McCamey, Texas, had an o0il boom that began in 1926. 1It, too, had
no jail (although it was the county seat) and shackled prisoners to
posts. (Data given by Mr. and Mrs. Ed Sharpe, 9/17/1967)

Therefore, the Log Cabin Jail of Gladewater was not by any means the
most crude example -- or the most improvised example -- of a method for
securing prisoners after their arrest.

Declece Pérmelee
September 20, 1967
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Laws of the State of Texas. 59

approved-January 16, A. 1. 1843, and an act entitled “Ap
Act supplementary to an act concerning rents,” approved
February 3, A. D. 1844, and an act entitled “An Act to give

a lien on the crop and stock for advances to assist in making
the erop,” approved October 27, A. D. 1866; and the fifteenth .

section of an act entitled “An Act.to organize the courts

of jmstice of the peace and county courts, and to define their

jurisdiction and duties,” approved August 13, A, D. 1870,

he ‘and the same are herehy repealed, and that this act take

effect and be in force from and after its passage. '
Approved April 4, 1874.

CHAPTER XLIX.

_An Act to authorize and allow.the several County Courts in-

the State to huild court houses and jails, and make repairs
‘and improvements for the benefit of the county, and to
provide funds to.defray the expenses of the same.

——

Section 1. Be it enacled by the Legislature of the State

of Texas, That when, in any county in this State, it may
- become necessary, in the judgment of the county court of
. such county that a court house should be erected, or a jail

“built, or. other county buildings erected or purchased, or the

" publi¢ buildings or oftices need repairs, or other improve-

- ments made necessary for the use and benefit of the county,
such county courts may, at some regular term, by order duly
entered on the minutes of said court, specifying in said order

the building or improvements to be made, proceed to levy °

a special tax for the purpose of raising the means to defray
the cost of such huilding, improvements or repairs. Such

- 1ax so levied shall, for no one year, exceed in amount on the

-value of the taxable property of such county, the rate of one-

. third of nne per cent. on each one hundred dollars worth of
.. taxable property in such county, nor more than one-tenth

ol the -occupation license or .income tax assessed by the
State upen occupations, ‘trades, professions or incomes, nor
more than fifty cents on each poll in such county. ~Said
taxes when levied shall be assessed and collected 8s other

. Btate and county taxes, under the general tax laws of this

State in force at the time of their levy, assessment and
collection. :

e O o A L XY, 3 e g 7 s

Jol. 7T

ORI AL 2 )

LML e !

T T T o i A e T AL R e




LA A N R

e M ot A R

et e

et

ot b e atn

60 ¢ Laws of the State of Tﬁ:_rd:s._

Sec. 2. Such speciul taxes shall only be .collectable’ in
money, and shall be paid into the county treasury in money,
and shall only be paid out by the county treasurer upon the
warrant or draft of the county court, epecifying that said
draft is drawn on the special improvement fund of the
county, and designating the special improvement, the cost
of which it is intended to defray; provided, if after the cost o
of the special building, improvement or repairs, to defray -
the cost of which such special tax was levied, has been paid
and satisfied, and there should be a balance of said fund.re- .
maining in the county treasury unexpended, then the county
court may, by order, appropriate such balance to general
county purposes, . )

Sec. 3. In any county in this State having a population
of eight thousand or less, the county court may, under the.-
provisions of this act, proceed to order the erection of build-:
ings and the making of repairs and improvements, the cost
of which shall not in any one year exceed the sum of five
thousand dollars. In any county in this State having a pop-
nlation of not less than eight thousand, nor more than ten
thousand, the county court may order the erection of build-
ings and the making of improvements and repairs, the cost of
which shall not in any one year exceed the sum of ten thou-
sand dotlars. In any county in this State having a population
of not less than ten thousand nor more than fifteen thous-
and, the county court may order the erection of buildings,
the making of improvements and repairs not to excoed
in cost in any one year the sum of fifteen thousand dol-
lars. Tn any county in this State having a population of
not less than fifteen thousand nor more than twenty
thousand, the connty court may order the erection of bujld-
ings and the making of improvements and repairs not to
exceed in cost in any one year the sum of twenty thousand

dollars. In any county in this State having a population
of not less than twenty thousand, the county court may
order the erection of buildings and the making of improve-,
ments and repairs not to exceed in cost in any one year the,
sum of thirty thousand dollars. In no case under this act
shall any county court order the erection of buildings or
the making of repairs or improvements i addition to {hose
already ordered and authorized by this act, till the build-
ings or repairs or improvements antecedently  ordered
and authorized have been fully paid for. In all eases
where the county court of any county in this Slate have




Laws of the Stale of Tezas. : 61

ordered the erection of any buildings, or the making of any
repairs or improvements under this act, they shall continue
to levy the taxes in this act specified, or so much of the
sare as they may deem necessary from year to year, till
the amount ‘levied and collected shall be sulliciént to defray
the expense of such huildings, repairs or improvements,

See. 4. No district clerk, sheriff, county treasurer, jus-
tice of the peace, assessor or collector, or other officer in
this State, shall take any contract, or have any interest,
either directly or indirectly, in the erection of any build-
ing, repairs or improvements authorized by the county court
under the provisions of this act. Should any officer have
such interest, -either directly or indirectly, in any contracts
- nnder the provisions of this act, for the erection of any build-
ing, or the making of any repairs or improvements ordered
by the county court, he shall forfeit all rights to any pay
under such contract, and he and his sureties shall be held to
the completion and fulfiliment of such contract. _

Sec. 5. This act shall be so held and construed as not
to interfere with the general powers and duties of the county
courts under the general laws as they now exist or may
hereafter exist, or with any contracts for the erection of
county buildings, repairs or improvements, now entered into
and existing, by any county court, but shall apply hereafter
to the powers and duties of the several county courts of this
State specially as to the erection of court houses, jails, and
necessary county offices and buildings, the repair and preser-
vation of the same, and the improvement and beautifying of
court house squares and yards belonging to the-several coun-
ties, and in no other particulars; and the power conferred by
. this act is especially limited to the matters herein specially
enumerated. .

" See. 6. Where any county in this State has in a state
of progress any connty improvements or buildings enumer-

- .ated in this act, or coming within the provitions of the same.

- the county court of such county is hereby authorized and
- empowered (provided, such court would be authorized and
" empoweraed under this act to order the erection of such build-
' ‘ing, or improvement or repairs, and to levy the taxes contem-
plated in-this act to defray the cost of same) to levy the taxes

- herein specified and authorized, or so much thereof as may.
" - be necessary; to defray the cost of such building, improve-

ments. or repairs.

(63)
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62 " Laws of the State of Te:mé.'v__;_._.' o
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Sec. 7. 'That the police courts of the several counties of
this State shall require the county treasurer to give & bond
with two or more sureties, to be approved by said court, and
conditioned as treasurers’ bonds in other cases, said bond to
be double the amount of taxes so levied and collected, :

See. 8. That this act shall take effect and be in force

from and afier its passage.
Approved April 6, 1874.

CIIAPTER L,

An Act supplemental to an act entitled *“An Aect to author-
ize and allow the several County Courts in this State to
bnild court houses and jails, and make repairs and improve-
ments for the benefit of the county, and to. provide funds

to defray the expenscs of the same,” passed at the present -

session of the Legislature.

Section 1. DBe it enacted by the Legislature of the State
of Texas, That the above recited act shall not be construed
80 as to allow or authorize the several county courts of the
geveral counties in this State, in any one year, to contract for
buildings, repairs or improvements, whove the cost of the
entire completion of such buildings, repairs or improvements
will exceed the amount of the taxation such court is author-
ized under the provisions of said recited act, to which this
is a supplement, to levy and collect in three years,

Sec. 2. That said above recited act, to which this a sup-
plement, shall not be so construed as to anthorize the several
county courts of the several counties of this State to make
contraets to cover the revenues to be raised under said act for

& longer period than three years; mor to authorize said

county courts after having made contracts covering the re-
venues for said {erm to make any other contract wander the
provisions of said act until said precedent contracts have
been fully paid off and satisfied.
Sec. 3. That this act shall take effect 1d be in force from
and after its passage. v
Approved April 6, 1874, ¢

(64)
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- Lounty seat inX AR, 694, No county scat situated within five miles of the weographi-

_movil ol coun- Y
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Trree xxL~COUNTIES AND COUNTY SEATS.—Cu. 5.

dollars per mile for each mile run; provided, in all instances that any
line run as above directed shall be made in conformity with the existing
laws creating and defining said county boundaries, :

CHAPTER FIVE.

COUNTY SHEATS.

Note.—For other provisions, as toremoving and locating county seats, see clap-
ter 76, page 34, acts 1879, whiel, Iy section 20, final title of this Code, is the law in
80 far as it confticts with the provisions of this chupter. Hee.appendix for the actin

+fullb—L. !
. Articke . . Aftlela
Temporary county seat shall be selected by Retarns of election, to whom made. ... ... .. s
governor, when............, 1o oo G921 Election may be contested o Gy
Governor shall order election for county Clounty seat shall remain where it is until, ete 700
BeRb, ebC... ... 603 | Wlen the judgment is for contestant. ... ... il
L County geat within five niles of center shall When the judginent is for contestee. ... fik
not be removed, except, ote. ... .. GBUb | No other sl election shadl e keld for five
Majority vote may remove, when. . .. it YOS o (T3]
Center, how deterined. ..., . ... .. j Courts shadl b liekit at county seat. . .. T
Election for removel of county seat to be Court-liouse, juit, ute,, to be provided. 0%
- 7 ordered, when, ete....... ... ..., G | Oitfeers shall keep offi es at county seat, ... 70
Temporary Awricte 692, Whenever any county is without a county seat, the gov- .

Eholl b select-  ETNOY, upon proper representation being made to hing of such fact, shall
ed by gov. select a temporary eounty seat for such county, and the place so selected
A, wilall L - * .

{Act Afn-u 5, shall be the county seat of such county until a permanont location of the )
WTs D ine,  connty seat for such county has been wade in accordance with k., '

Governor shall Axr. 693, The governor shall, within oue month alter he has selectod
e eection 5 temporary county seut for any county, order an cleetion to take place

seut, elc. in such county to permanently locate the county seat of such county.,

5 miles uf cen- .

ter shali uot be €21 center of the county shall be removed vxeept by a vote of two-thirda
rmovel, ex- of all the electors voling on the subject.

cept, ete. . o

{Const,, art, 9, .

59

Marjority vote ART 695, A majority of such clectors, however, voting at such elec-
whan e, tion may remove a county seat from a point more than tive miles from
the geographical center of the county to a point within five miles of such -
. uenter,
Ceuter, Low Arr. 696, In either ease wentioned in the two preceding articles the
detertzined. N

geographical center of the county shall be determined by a certificate from
the commissioner of the general Luul office,
Blectiou forre- A, 687, When a wajority of the taxpayers of any county, who pay
ty seat to he  LAXUs upon real estate situated in said codaty, shall petition the commis- |
wrdered. when, gioners® court of such county for a ramoval of the county seat, it shall Le
(et duned,  the duty of said court to order an election for that purpose, giving duae
B s, notice thereof; which election shall be held at the same places and con-
© dueted in the same wanner ws clestions for state aud couuty officers, and
the result of suid election shal, unless set aside i wecordanee with law,
establish the connty seal of such county.,
Returns of Anr. 698, The returns of sneh election shall be mede to the county
e e, Judge of said connty, as in the case of eleetions for county oflivers, and
he shull count the votes, declare the result and enter the same of record,
as in other eascs, ‘

appointed to run and mark any such line shall be allowed the sum of two t

E":‘}Eiﬂﬁliw Arr. 699, The eleetion may be contested i the smne manuer and
& A ] . -y . . .- .

N under the saine rules as provided for tontesting an election for a county
' - oftice, and an appeal from the julsment or decision of the connty judge

may be taken by either party to the court of appeals, as in other cases,

Y pn b s AT
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Turé xxi—COUNTIES AND COUNTY SEATS.—Cu. s,

Arz, 700, Until the final adjudication of any contest for the removal
of a county seat the county seat shall remain at the place antecedently
fixed by law, - ‘

Anr. 701, When the decision of the court upon the trial of any such
contest is in favor of the contestant, the judgment shall be that the place

contended for by sueh contestant be established as the county seat of such
county, and that the same be recognized and used as such by the officers

of the connty, and such judgment may be enforeed by the court rendering
the same, by attachment, fine and imprisonment, against any county officer
or officers who may disregard the same, as in other eases of contemyt,

115

County seat

shall remain

where it i3

urntil, cte,

gAct March 18,
875, p. 00,'§4.)

When the judg-
ment {s for
contestant.

ART. 702, When the decision of the court is in favor of the contestee, -When the judg-

the judgnient shall be that the place contended for by such contestee be
established ay the county seat of sueh county, and that the same be recog-
nized as sucl by the officers of the county, and such judgment may be
enforced as provided in the preceding artiele; and the court shall further
adjudge that the contestant or contestants pay all the costs incurred by
such contest, and order execution therefor.

Ant, 703, When an clection shall have heretofore been held, or shall
hereafter be held in any county for the removal of the county secat
thereof, no other clection for such purpose shall be held in such county
for the period of five years from the date of such ecleetion. .

ART. 704, © All terms of the district, county and county commissioners’
courts shall be held at the county seat. : !

Art. 705, It shall be the duty of the county commissioners’ court *of
each county, as soon as practicable after the establishment of a county
scal, or after its removal {rom one place to another, to provide a court-
house and.jail-fovthecounty, and oftices for county officers, at such county

Al . .
reat, and keep the same in good repair.

AxT, 706, The connty judge, sheriff, clerks of -the district and county
courts, county treasurer, assessor of taxes and collector of taxes, count
surveyol and eounty attorney of the several counties of -this state, shall
keep theif several offices at the county seats of their respective counties,

ment s for
contestee,

No other such
election shall
be held for five
years.
(Act May 1,
FEITR)

P.D. 60480,
Courts shall be

Ield at county
seat.

Court-house,
jail. ete., to be
provided.

Officers shall
keep offices ab
county seats.
(Act March 18,
1818: act May

13, 148 ©
0. & W., 282,
4. .




