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ADDENDUM



‘8hiloh Baptist Church. Three years later @ﬁffh)'he organized the

Reverend John Baptist, according to the United States 1870
Census, was an African American who lived in Llberty County, Texas.
He was 60 years old and had a wife,named Peggy, who was 55 years
0ld. She was a natlve of Florida, They had no children.l

According to Helrs of Charter Members of Shiloh Baptist
Ghurch, Reverend Bapﬁist was a traveling Minister who went from

place to place and organlzed churches for the recently freed slaves.

The Slave Master, Mr. Ged (Gedeon) Ghristlan secured the services

of Rev. Baptist to ald Blacks of the Shilolr Community in organizing
. o

neighboring Genter Baptist Church 1n the Camp Switch Community.

The exact date that the Shiloh Gommunity was founded 18 un-
known, but according to information passed by word of mouth and
substantiated by "The History of Gregg County, the community wae
founded in the 18(50'5.4

Shilch is a sméll rural community compgisihg only a portion

of Gregg County's 284 Square;miles~in‘l&82;*ﬁbil§~farming;was the
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Jackson, Ronald Vern, Editor. 1870 U S. Gensus. Texas 1870.

Accelerated Indexing Dystems International Inc. P. 96..
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2
Helirs of Gharter Members: Allen, William (Bill) ¢christian, Zora,

Jones, Maurice, Jones, Brady, Jones, Murlel. History of ghiloh
Baptist Church as told by Helrs of Charter Mmebers. Unpublished.
Tongvilew, February 1992, p«

¢lark, Lucille, Hunt, Leneva, Stephens, Frederick. Centennlal
'LBooklet of Center Misslonary Baptist Ghurch, 1874 - 197 N

white Oak, Texass Ps 3.*

4

Sponsored by Longview Junior Chamber Commerce. (LJCC). The Historx
of Gregg County. Fort Worth: Published by University Supply &
Equlpment Company. lst. Edition. 1957. p.. 2




chief industry, domestlc workers, logglng and saw -~ mllling were
minor industries that provlded employment for blaék fesidents-in
rural communities.5 There were no known businesses or public
institutlions in the Shiloh “ommunity during this era. Shiloh
Baptist Thurch was the only black church.in the communityo later,
in 1885, & 20 X 30 ft. one room frame school bullding was used for
church sérvices'by whites 1in the nelghboring White Qak community.6
After the Civil Was and after the slaves learned that they

were free (JuneA19, 1865), there were many problems and hardships.
Most slaves had not-learﬁed to read or write.7mexas declared that
black educatlon would have to be funded by black tax payers.
However, there were few black property owners and jobs to fund
thelr own schools. As a result black chlldren were denled an edu-=
cation. Many years passed before rights would be granted for black

' education. It was during this time, the 1870's and up to the 1890's
that school was held in Shiloh Baptist Ghurcl:l.s It is not known
how many students attended the Shiloh Ghurch School, but 1t was
open 1o all_children of the community régardlesa to religlous

9
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“McWhorter, Eugene W. Traditions of the land. Longview: Gregg
Gounty Historical Foundation. 1989.pp. 60, 70" ;
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The White Qak Story - A News Bulletin. Published by The White Oak
Independent Sthool :District = 1885 .~ 1985.-p. 1
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Kingston, Mike, Editor, Harris, Ruth, Asslstant Editor, C
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Artist. Texas Almanac., (1986-1987) Sesquicentennial -
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The Shiloh Baptist Church Cemetery is active and adjacent to
the church property.lo The cemetery was established in 1892. It
is not known who the first person was that was burled therse.

The Shiloh Historlecal Research Gommittee surveyed the Shileoh
Cemetery and discovered that there were unmarked graves or marked
only with a rock as a headstoneﬁwith no indication of who was

buried there.The following are some of the earllest marked graves:..

with birth and death indicated:

Born Died
Harriett Holomon : June 1836 April 23, 1902
B.C. Christian 1836 Jan. 20 1903
Sarah Thomas (Butcher Christian's !
. daughter) : 1870 June 3 1892
Isom Jones Jan.1877 1894
‘Sam & Lucy Ingram Feb.ll,. 1882 - Feb.11,1882

011 wae discovered in the Shiloh area in 1951. 01l wells on
the property have been capped for several years now.

Deed records citations for land donated by Ged {Gedeon)
Chrlstianto Butcher Ghristian were found. in the Upsur Gounty
Gburt House, but non was found I1n either countiy, Upsur or Gregg,
where Butcher Christian deeded the land to the church.

For further information, see attached”pagémSOﬁéf?thégﬂﬁa:¢

Whorter Book.

10 '
Map. Shiloh Baptist Church & Cemetery Lands. G.W. Hooper Purvey,
Gregg County, Texas. Miliard H. Hackney, Reglstered Surveyor

#487.
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CURTIS TUNNELL
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

P.0. BOX 12276 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 (512)463-6100

June 22, 1992

Dr. Norman W. Black, Chair
Gregg CHC

417 Mobberly Avenue
Longview, TX 75602

RE: SHILOH BAPTIST CHURCH
18" x 28" marker w/ post
Job #29792

Dear Dr. Black:

We have received the above-referenced marker application. The application will be reviewed and
evaluated by the Texas Historical Conmission staff in the order in which it has been received.
Currently, there is a 4-6 month wait between the time subject marker applications are received and
evaluated. Because applications for Recorded Texas Historic Landmark designations (RTHLs) require
an architectural review in addition to an historical evaluation, RTHL applications may take slightly
longer. Should additional information be needed for the review, we will contact you and any parties
listed below at that time. After any deficiencies have been corrected, we will send copies of the
application to the members of the State Marker Review Board, who will make the final determination
of the topic’s acceptability for marking.

We will notify all parties as soon as the marker comiittee makes its decision. If the topic is
approved for marking, payment will be requested at that time. If not approved, the application will
be returned along with a letter of explanation.

Because of the variables involved in the marker process, and because we must coordinate our orders
with the schedule of the contracting foundry, we suggest that the date of the marker dedication not
be set until the completed marker is received. :

- We apprecfaté the effort made to record this topic. | Should there be any.questions about the status
of this marker application, please contact me at the letterhead address and phone number above.

Sincerely
/a{ig;m)
Eginada! Kaase

Office Manager

Local History Programs

pe:  Narva L._' Snoddy

Se State O@mg | Jo Firtonio Suesewwedion
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Gregg County Historical Commission

Norman W. Black, D.D.S. 417 Mobberly Avenue

Phone

Cf.lairman LOHgViEW, Texas 75602 903-757-2261

March 28, 1993

Cynthia J. Beeman, Administrator
Offilcial Texas Historical Markers
Local History Programs

Texas Historical Commission

P. 0. Box 12276

Austin, Texas 78711

Re: Shiloh Baptist Church, Gregg County
Dear Cynthia:
Enclosed is the additional information you requested December 4, 1992.

This consists of two papers recelved February 25 and March %, 1993 from
Mrs. Narva Snoddy and additional documentation just completed. T believe

this is probably as much information as we are likely to find. The loss .

of records in a fire which destroyed the Upshur County courthouse in 1888
hampered further documentation., " There may be some discrepancies in the
oral histories of the church and what we were able to document. For ex-
ample, the John Baptist which appears on the microfilm of the 1870 census
was thirty-nine years. old while the John Baptist in the church's history
was said to have been sixty years old in 1870. Of course, this could
have been a father - son relationship with twenty-one years difference.

Sincerely,

Enc.



Date:
Re:
To;

Local History Programs
Texas Historical Commission
P. O. Box 12276
Austin, TX 78711
512/463-6100

December 4, 1992 .
SHILOH BAPTIST CHURCH, GREGG COUNTY
Narva L. Snoddy

Dr. Norman Black

Our staff has made a preliminary review of the above-mentioned historical marker
application. Before we can complete our evaluation, however, we need the following
information. We will place the application on hold until all requested material has been
received.

e

1. Please provide some biographical information on The Rev. John Baptist, as
well as information concerning how he came to be first pastor of Shiloh Baptist
Church. '

2. Please provide some background information on the Shiloh community. For
instance, how large was the community, when was it founded, what businesses and
public institutions and other churches were there, etc.? ‘

3. Brief mention is made in the narrative history of the public school conducted
at the Shiloh Baptist Church. Please provide some additional information on the

school, such as when it was in operation, numbers of students served, etc.

4. Is the cemetery adjacent to the church property? When was it founded, and
who was the first person buried there? Is it still active?

5. When was oil discovered on the church property?

w/lh e

- ~
6. Please provide deed record citations for the land donations by Gib Christian
and Butcher Christian to the church. '

7. Please send us a copy of page 50 of the McWhorter book. |

Please note that this is not a rejection of your application, but simply a request for more
information. Answers to the above questions should be prepared as an addendum to the
original application, and should include proper documentation in the form of reference

notes.

Do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or have need of

assistance.

 Sincerely, '-

Cynthia J. Beeman, Administrator
Official Texas Historical Markers
Local History Programs



SHILOH COMMUNITY

| Upshur County was organized by an act of the Texas
legislature on July 13, 1846. At that time it was_composed of
all of what is now Upshur, Camp and the part of Gregg north of
the Sabine River.1 @Gregg County was organized in 1873 and the G.
W. Hooper Headright, which was originally in Upshur County,
became a part of the new county.2 The Shiloh Community is within
the G. W. Hooper Headright.

In 1857 the Upshur County post offices_ﬁére Coffeeville,
Earpville, Gilmer, Hopewell, Calloway, Pine Tree, Pittsburg and
Red Rock.3 According to the 1860 Upshur County Censﬁs,4 Gideoﬁ
Christian received mail through the Pine Tree Post Office.b

Gideon Christian, a farmer, was born in South Carolina in‘

- 1830. His wife, Carrie, was born in Georgia in 1840- Their
oldest child, Charles, was three years oid aﬁd born in Texas.
They also had an infant @aughter, six months old. Christian

valued his personal estate at $30,000 but did not declare any

* Toyd, T. Doyal, A_H;ﬂLQmL_QlepahMmmtlL_Iexaﬁ p. 7,
The Gilmer Mirror, 1966.

2 McWhorter, Kugene W., Traditions of the Land — The
HlﬁkQRX_Qf_ﬁnegg*ﬂguntximlﬁxaﬁ p. 61, Longview: Gregg County
Historical Foundation, 18B8B9. .

2 Loyd, op. cit., p- 12.

4 1860 Upshur County Census, Mlcrofllm Roll #1306, Longview
Publ ic Library.

Patman, Wright

P- 10; The flrst Postmaster was'appointed February 9, 1848.



real estate holdings.8

The Slave Schedule credits Gideon Christian with 32 slaves
ranging in age from a 71 year old female to a one yvear old
female. There were 18 males and 14 females. Thirteen of the
males were between the ages of 7 and 25 yvears. Four of these
slaves were mulatto; the remainder Black.7

In 1860 there were onlﬁ two heads of households named
Christian in Upshur County. In addition to Gideon there was
James Christian. Jomes was a native of Georgia. He was a 39
year old farmer with land valued at $3,520 and persoﬁal property
at $13,000. James wife, Margaret, 29 years old, and their six
vear old son were also born in Georgia. They received their mail
through the Pittsburg Post Office.B8 James Christian did not
have any slaves.®?

By 1870 there were several families with the Christian
surname living in Upshur Cbunty- Nine of these were consecutively
.numbered in the order of visitation for the census and received
mail out of the Coffeeville Post Office.10 Five of the heads of

households were Black, two were mulatto and two were White.

nts in Western Disgtrict i . w1k 0
Upsh » August 4, 1860, p. 49, Microfilm Roll
#1312, Longview Public Library.

10 Patman, op. c¢it. p- 3. 7The first Postmaster was
appointed March 15, 1852.



Gideon Christian s family was #360. Family #359 was Butcher
Christian. Butcher, a 32 year old Black, was born in Alabama.
He was a farmer with a wife and five children.11

The Christian surname was listed throughout Upshur County in
1870. The majority of the heads of household were Black and
several families received mail from the various post offices in
the county.i2

One such family was C. Christian, a 28 year old Black
laborer. He was born in Alabama. His 20 year old wife,
Angeline, wéé born in Georgia. 8Salleyv Christian, a 80 year old
Black female, born in South Carolina, lived with them and their
two year old daughter.13 This fawily received their mail out of
the Pittsburg Post 0Office and was shown as Household #418 on the
census. 14

The C. Christian family s nearest neighbor, Household #419,
was John Baptist, a 39 year old mulatto Minister, born in
Virginia. His wife Ellen, was a 33 year old native of Georgia.
They were the parents of four children ranging in ages from 5
years to 17 years. The three oldest children were born in

Georgia and the youngest in Texas.15

11 1870 Census of Upshur County, Microfilm Roll #1607,
Longview Public Library.

12  Tbid.
13 Tbid.

i4 Patman, op. cit., p. 4. The first Postmaster was
appointed May 23, 1855.

15 1870 Census of Upshur County, op. cit.
3.



No deed record could be found for a land transfer from
Gideon Christian to Butcher Christian specifically referring to
church property. Deed records were checked in the Upshur County
Courthouse and the Gregg County Courthouse. Howevef, on October
25, 1888, the Upshur County Courthouse in Gilmer was destroyed by
fire, together with all records and papers. There were a few
exceptions which the county clerk had placed in a recently built
fire proof vault.i®e

No reference to any businesses located in Shiloh Communityr

was found.

18 Baird, G. H., A Brief History of Upshur County, p- 13,
The Gilmer Mirror, August, 1946.

4



This documentation provided by:

Charlofte Allgood Black
March 26, 1993
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Mrs, Mildred Wood Barker
Mrs., Sally Gossett Barron
Mrs. Charlotte Allgood Black
Mr. Jack Buchanan

Mrs. Paulipe Cox

Mrs. B, W. Crain. Jr.

Ms., Sondra Daniel

Mrs. Bill W. Deodsen

Dr. Ken Durham

Mrs. Helen McHaney Griffin

Dr. Norman W. Black. Chairman

GREGG COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION

Mrs. Nelda Lewis

Ms. Carol Morris Little

Mrs. H. L. Long

Ms. Anne P. Mackenczie
Ms. Amanda Pratt Nobles
Dr. W. D. Northcutt, III

Mrs. John W. Osteen

Mr. Ben Reynelids
Mrs. Nancy Rurf
Mr. Joe White

SHILOH BAPTIST CHURCH HISTQRICAL COMMITTEE

Narva Snoddy.

Dorris Adams
Tom Adams

Chairperson

SHILOH BAPTIST CH

PASTOR
DEACON BOARD CHAIRMAN
TRUSTEE BOARD CHAIRMAN
 CHURCH CLERK
FINANCIAL SECRETARY
TREASURER
SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT
YOUTH DEPARTMENT DIRECTORS

SCHOLARSHIP CHAIRPERSON
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History Of Shiloh Baptist Church
Compiled By:
Dorris Adams, Mildred Ragsdale, and Narva Snaddy

The Emancipation Proclamation was issued by President Abraham Lincoln, January 1, 1865." Ithad been
only 8 years since the Emancipation Proclamation when Shiloh Baptist Church was organized.

There were many problems. Blacks who had been siaves became free people. They were starting a new
way of life. They were glad to be free but, many did not have jobs or a place to live. Just out of siavery most
Blacks had not learned to read or write in this small rural community of Gregg County.

Later the new government agency “The Freedmans Bureau™ was set up to help the freed slaves. Schools
were set up where they could learn to read and write.* Many years later, Gregg County, then the White Oak
School Systems provided separate educational facilities for Blacks.?

Farming was the main industry in the rural area of Shiloh Community. Prmc:pai Crops were cotton, corn,

oats, potaroes, yams, Sweet potaroes. sugar cane, sorghum., berries, nuts and fruits.* Farmers used most of the
goods produced by their labor. They had little left over to seil. The people made most of their tools, clothings
and fumishings athome.* The men had to leave the farms to serve in the army during the war. This meant that
the women and children had to do all the work on the farm. Some farmers had to sefl their farms to get money
to live. They became sharecroppers. The “Freedom Bureau™ helped them find jobs, homes and furnished food
for thousands of poor people, both black and white.

Transportation was by buggy, walking, wagon or horseback. afterthe war. These methods of transportation

were adequate, since most farmers were subsistence farmers.ie. they grew enough different crops to take care
of basic needs of the family. ’

Because of these and other difficuities after slavery, a small group of Blacks felt a strong need to iurm

to a greater source for belp. Hence, the organization of the Shiloh Baptst Church for the purpose of

worshipping and praising God came into being, In'keeping with the Baptist Doctrine as established by Roger

Williams, members of the church committed themselves to be one of several reral Black churches toorganize.®
With the help of his former slave master, Gid Christian, and Butcher Christian. located a minister, Reverend
John Baptist, who organized Shiloh Baptist Church in 1871. ¢

Charter Members of the Church were: Butcher and Chaney Christian. Alex Jones and Wife. Anthony
Allen and Wife, Hulda Christian. dcorge and Callie Jones, Simon and Katherine Boyd. A Mr. Withite and

! Nannie H. Burroughs' Publications. Matties A Robinson, Editor-in-Chief: IIEML]S;E Washington, D.C.: Black
History Culendar. p. 10. )

*Elbow. G.S.. McDonalid, A.P. Metzer. M.G.. Rocha. R..: Texas Yesterday and Today. Dallas: Silver. Burdett and Gina.
P. 170,
* McWhoner, Eugene H..: Traditions of the Land. Longview: Gregg Country Historical Foundation, 1989, P. 50.
* Sponsored by Longview Chamber of Commerce. The Historv of Gregg County. Ft. Worth, Texas: Published by

3 Elbow. G.S., ET AL [bid, P.205

* Elbow, G.S., Al [bidg. P. 170

? MeWhorter, [bid. P.50

*Hiscox.Edward T., D.D. The Standard Manugi for Baptist Churches. Philadelphia: The American Baprist Publication
Sovicty, {931, P, {69, :
v MueWhorter, Ibid. P.50
wAteWhorter, [hid. P30
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Wife Ollie. a Mr. Wilson, Randell and Rebecca Christian, June Castleberry. and Ike Anderson and Wife."

| Butcher Christian gave 3 acres of land on which the first building was made. It was small windowless
log cabin structure about 25 x 40 feet in size." The building was located south of the present church near the
Clarence Davis farm, according to Brady Jones, a descendent of one of the Charter Members. ™ The location
of the present building is about 8 miles north of Longview," north of White Oak and about 3/10 miles south
of the Upshur County Line, on Shiloh Road."

. In 1892 three acres of land was given to the Shiloh Colored Church Commumty by A.B. Bryan according
to Deeds Records, Vol. D., p. 491, Gregg County, Longview, Texas, 1892.'6

To Whom It May Concern:
I, A.B. Bryan....in consideration of the benefits of morahty and Chnsuamty .do
release and convey unto George Jones and Alex Jones, Trustees for the Shiloh
Colored Church Community....three acres of Iand 0 have and to hold free from me,
_ my heirs and assigns forever.....In testimony whereby [ here unto set my seal this 5th
day of November, 1892,
A.B. Bryan
K. Bryan
W.I. White, Notary

On this property, deeded to the church by A.B. Bryan, a white frame building about 60 feet long and 40
feet wide was constructed. It had gable ends and a steeple tower. The building, facing Shiloh Road, was built
near where the present church now stands replacing the log cabin structure.”” The exact dates for the above
buildings are unavailable because records, which were kept in the home of E.E. Anderson, the church clerk,
were lost in a fire.’

Reverend John Baptist was the first Pastor of the church. Twenty five Pastors have served since. Spec:ﬂc '

accomplishments of Pas:ors prior to Reverend J. E. Campbell are not noted because the records are not
available.? 7 7

In 1936, during the Pastorage of Reverend 1.E: Campbeil,‘a white brick building was built on the présem
location.?® It was remodeled during Reverend H'W. Gray's Pasiorage in 1949, with red bricks.?’ During the
tenure of Reverend R.C. Christian in 1970, the edifice was repaircd and redecorated. A new Church Cemetery

' Heirs of Charter Members: Allen, Williar (Bill), Christian. Zora: Jones. Maurice: Jones. Brady: Jones, Muriel. Historv of Shiloh
Baptist Church. (As told by Heirs of charter Members). Unpublished. Longview: February 1992.p. 1-2

® McWhonaer, Ibid. p.50

* Heirs of Charter Member. Ibid, p.1

' Hackney,M.H.. State of Texas Public Surveyor #13083. Description and map of Shiloh Baptist Church and Cemetery
Properties. G. W. Hooper Survey. Gregg County Texas. Longview: December, 1974,

¥ McWhorter, Ibid. p. 50

o Bryan, A.B., Deed. Longvnéw Gregg County Court House, Deeds and Records, Vol. D. p. 491, 189"

' Heirs of Charter Members, Ibid, p.1

" Snoddy, Narva L., A Brief History of Shitoh Buptist Church. (Compiled from Church Records and as told by the Late Sr.
Deacons George Allen and Aubrey Green). CENTENNIAL BULLETIN. Published, Alto, Texas, 1971.p. [-2

™ Snoddy, Narva L., Ibid. p. 1,p. 3

* Cornerstone of Shiloh Baptist Church. Front of Church, Front Eastside. Reverend LE. Campbell, Pastor, 1936.

3 Comerstone of Shiloh Baptist Church. Front of Church, Westside. Reverend H. W. Gray, Paster, 1949,
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was planned and constructed on southeast comner of the present church building during the Pastorage of
Reverend Paul Mack.Z During the Pastorage of Reverend Dale Laster, the Fellowship Hall was remodeled.
In 1991, under the leadership of Reverend E.L. Lockett, the church was completely remodeled, inside and out
with the addition of ramps for the handicapped.™ '

The church grew in grace and worth steadily for several years with the blessings of the oil discovery on
the church property. Membership increased and while Sunday School was held every Sunday, Preaching was
from one Sunday a month, to two Sundays a month, and then to every Sunday in 2 month. Nine Ministers have
been licensed ta preach the Gospel. Five Ministers have been ordained and eighteen Deacons have served.

Activities of Shiloh Baptist Church have been varied according to the needs of those it served. The
membership is smail, partly due to the exodus of members to other places for better jobs, but, much pianning
has been done in developing well rounded services for Sunday and weekly meetings. This is evidenced by the
Annual Bulletin which is developed by cooperative efforts of the various auxiliaries, including the
Brotherhood, Sunday School, Benevolent, Missionary, Music and Youth Departments.*

Baptizing was held at the climax of Revivals. on a Sunday, called “The Big Day”™. Members who had
joined the church were baptized in a creek or near by pond in 2 very sacred service. Later that day the Right
Hand of Fellowship was given to the new converts by the entire congregation. fqday, this service is done in
the Sanctuary of the Church in the newly instailed baptistery.*

An activity which has was and is thoroughly enjoved is the Feast Together, called “Dinner on the
Ground™. In the early church the people bought their food and spread it on quilts on the ground, sat and relaxed =
with friends as large quantities of food was consumed.” This practice is done today under the direction of a §
Food Committee and served in a modern dining facility. At the close of Revwals and “Juneteenth” (Iune 19, g

=

1865. the date of the announcement in the South that slavery had ended)® were good examples of when
“Dinner on the Ground” was heid.
Shiloh Baptist Church has been and continues to be deeply involved in Community and Civic affairs. If
_there was aneed, it had only to be made known and Shiloh came to the rescue. Needed items have been given
to The Women’s Center of Longview.™ Clothing, refreshments for Birthdav and Christmas Parties and
musical entertainment have been provided for various local and area Nursing Facilities.® Financial aid has .

1

I

i S

been given to those who had various needs: a family whose home and contents were destroyed by fire:
furnished finance for building a home for a neighbor; gave contributions to The Community Chest and
Tuberculosis Association. The Brothers worked together in replacing womn roofs on neighbors™ homes. The
women aided in caring for the sick.™

ki

= Snoddy. Linda, Church Clerk. Church Records: Minutes. Longview: 1971 - 1981. pp. 6. 397
= Snuddy. Shirley, Church Clerk. Church Records: Minutes. Longview: 1988 - 1991, pp. 125. 197, 198
# Snoddy. Narva L. [bid. p. 2. Saoddy. Shirley, clerk Shiloh Baptist Church Builetins (1988 - 1991).
* Snoddy, Shirley.Ibid. 1991.
* Heirs of Charter Members. [hid. p.2
7 Sponsored by Longview Chamber of Commerce. lbid. p. 26
* Elbow, G.S.. ET AL. Ibid. p. 171
* East Texas Association for Abused Families, (Renamed) Women's Center of East Texas. Susan Sims. “Thank-You
Nuotes™ for Contriburions. Lungview, 1989 - 1992,
*Cleaver Convalescent Center. Henry M. Bradtord, Administrator: B.J. Jackson. Activity Director. "Thank-You Nows”
for Contributions. Longview, 1989 - {992,
* Snuddy. Narva L., [hid. p. 2
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Oil;cr projects supported by the church included financial aid to The Camp Normal Industrial Hospital.
which was built for the Black Community in Longview, Camp Kenncdy at Easton for Boy Scouts: and gave
two Iots to Gregg County to be used as a playground for children of the community®

Missionary work has extended beyond the Shiloh Baptist Church and community. It is consistent in
sharing spiritually and financially in services of the District,” Texas and Louisiana Association.’ ™ National

- Baptist Sunday School and Training Union Congress,* National Baptist Convention U.S.A.. Inc.;*and during

their existence. the Shiloh School: The Dixon Colored Nursing Home of Gilmer, Texas: the Bishop College
of Marshall and later of Dallas, Texas.”

Currently, Shiloh is striving to make a greater contribution to the community and the world. There was
atime when the church served as the public school in addition to promoting spiritual growth, but today, public
schooling is available through the White Oak Independent School District. The church continues support of
education by purchasing school supplies and clothing. and providing tutoring for those in need. Scholarships
are given to high school graduates who anticipate higher training.*® The church is committed to sharing God’s
Blessings; both financial and spiritzal, with those in need, regardless of race or color.

”Adams.Dr E.K..Vactorand Victor Consulting, Inc. Q;:_Cgumz_ﬂxmn;&mm Book C, p. 2. Austin, Texas:
1986.

® Gibson, Clara, Secretary: Chnsuan.RcverendRC Moderater, The'l‘cxasand Louisiana Baptist Association: D:smct
Board #3 Minyes. Gladewater, Texas. 1992. p.149.

3 Walker, 0.1 _Secretary: Todd, Reverend Paul A., Moderator. mc‘l'exas and Loms:anaBapust Association. Financial

- Records, Marshall, Texas. 1991, p.203.

3 EsteH, Mrs. Bessie, Secretary: National Baptist Sunday School and Training Union Congress, Auxnlm:y to the
N.B.C..U.5.A., Inc. Minutes. Dallas, Texas. 1973. p.210.
% Jemison, TJ.Secretary: Jackson. Dr. 1L.H.. President. National Bapuist Convention U.S.A., lm: Financial Records,

- Annual Session. Orleans, Louisiuna, 1978, p.4d

¥ Snoddy, Linda. [bid. p. 146.

B "‘Snuddy Shlrlcy. Chun.h Ckrk [ hllEhBﬂ.'_dS M_mum Lunl.wcw 1988 - 1991. pp. I_S 197, l98
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MASTER OF CEREHONIES...................;.-..._...Mr. Tom Adams

PRELUDE . c0ecececesassssasssssssnesassssvannsennsss Musicians
SCRIPTURE. « e seeseesncnsessasneenssesssss Rev. Acie Christian
INVOCA‘I‘ION..............................-;._..Pastorlslen Boyd
MUSICAL SELECTION..........................‘Shiloh- Mass Choir
PRESENTATION OF SPEAKER......=e---.....Mrs. Juanita Ragsdale
ADDRESS..cecoeveccaccsccscssacassvessacesMrs. E. Hill-Allen
MUSICAL SELECTION...ccsccesscccccscsssssss-Shiloh Mass Choir
PRESENTATION. cctsececcucstoaccncccennnecesses.Mrs, Narva Snoddy

INmODUCTION.........‘.....t...t.t‘-.C'---.---.-MI.- Tom Adams

PHASE II
dkkdhkdkdkkkdk

MASTER OF CEREMONIES .. ccscececessasseceessesssDrs Norman Black

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS........................Dr. Norman Black
UNVEILING OF MARKER:-:vesessesseveeencessss.Mrs. Shirley Snoddy
READING OF MARKER.: s ccccsvacesccnncossenassMIS. Dorris Adams
BENEDICTION....................................Rev. Glen Boyd

or Appointee

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL
IMMEDIATELY AFTER SERVICE
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We would like to say. “THANK YOU* to all of our members and
friends for their time. effart and contributions, in helping us to
make this historical avent, a reality.
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Carter Temple CME Church - TY, TX
Center Baptist Church - W.0,, TX
East Texas Brick Co. - TY. TX

Alert Synteks - LV, TX

American Canopies - GW, TX

Mrs. Myra Bush - LY. TX
Alty. Laduanda Lacy - TY, TX
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Rawv. Acie Christian -LV. TX Mr. & Mrs. Johnny Crain-LV. TX
Mr. & Mrs. B. W. Crain - R. Lacy. Inc. - LV. TX
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In Memory Of
in Memory of my parents, the iate Rev. & Mrs. George Boyd. May God

continue to take you to higher heights.
' -l ove you, _ ,
Sis. Gladys Boyd Srown

in Memory of cur parents and grandparents, Willie and Jessie Christian.

Children: Alleaner Christian Turner % Willie Christlan

Grandchildren: Alvin Christian, Charles =. Christian, Gizelle Christian,
Herman Christian, James E. Christian, Johnnie Christian,
Panna id. Christian, Willie Christian & Bettie J. Hobbs.

In Memory of my parents, Deacon W. D. & Martha Anderson. _
_ : —-Dorris Y. Adams

in Memory of F. C. Christian, Maitie Christian, Fourson Christian. Howard

Christian and YWWamez Christian Jjones.
—-Susie M. Craddock

in Memory of James Allen, Jr., Robert S. Aillen, Essie L. Johnson, Melvin
Johnson and Jewel Allen Lucas.

—-Arie L. Jefferson
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g Deacon George Allen & : Julia Flemister, Binik Allen, Dawvig ﬂlen
The Butcher Allen Family & Johnnie Christian. =
——Alfred Allen Z Family —Bernice Christian & Delia Christian g
= ' James A, Alten & Gustavia AMlen Deacon Aubrey Green - g
=, ~—ivie L. Jefferson —Shiloh Church Famity
g . Mar-v D_ Anderson Hllml:c. Gl"l:tn, Sf. ’
5 © —Mildred Ragsdale —Malinda Green . .
Berry Christian & Frenchie Christian Baby Jennifer Mitchell
g —Dewey Christian & Deila Christian —Mlary Latham _ , a
Hazei Crain & Alt Jones Laura LeAnn Maore ;
——Myrtis Crain | ~——Ever Grace Derrick 8
Annie Christlan, Pearlie Christian, |
Robert Christian & Tommie Christian =
—toyd Christian =
o
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“For we are labourers together with God

husbandry, ye are God's building”
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CURTIS TUNNELL
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

TEXAS HISTORICAL.COMMISSION

P.0. BOX 12276 _ AUSTIN, TEXAS 7871[_ ' _ {512)463-6100 .

April 12, 1993

Narva L. Snoddy
Shiloh Baptist Church
2909 Snoddy Road
Longview, TX 75604

.RE: SHILOH BAPTIST CHURCH '
18" x 28" marker w/ post (Job #29792, Gregg County)

Dear Ms. Snoddy:

This letter is to notify you that the State Marker Rev;ew Board has reviewed and approved the above-referenced topic for an
Official Texas Historical Marker,

+ Payment for the marker, in the amount of $450.00, is now due. Please complete and return the payment form at the bottom
of this letter at your earliest convenience. Once payment for the marker is received, the application will be placed in line to
have the marker inscription written. The inscription will not be written until after funds have been received. When the textis
prepared, a copy will be sent to you and any partics listed below for review and approval. S

- The Texas Historical Commission congratulates you on your efforts to record and preserve Texas history.

oo i @W

rances ickard, Director
Local History Program

Siggerely,

pc: Norman W. Black, Gregg CHC

MARKER TITLE

COUNTY . JOB NUMBER AMT. ENCLOSED

Please specify method of payment: O Check enclosed [0 Visa O Mastercard

Credit Card number: Expiration Date:

Signature:

Checks should be made payable to the Texas Historical Commission.

The State gy, fos Fitosio Prservation



P.O. BOX 12276 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711-2276 _ 512/463-6100

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

August 17, 1993

Dr. Norman Black, Chair
Gregg CHC

417 Mobberly Avenue
Longview, TX 75602

RE: SHILOH BAPTIST CHURCH :
18" x 28" marker w/ post ' |
Job # 29792 |

Dear Dr. Black: ‘ , o

Enclosed is the proposed inscription for the above-referenced marker. (Please note that this is a
working copy, including filing and foundry instructions. The right-hand margin, which is uneven in
this copy, will be justified on the finished marker.) :

Please review and verify the information contained in the inscription. In particular, be sure to
check all names and dates, and make certain we have noted the correct marker location. Please
contact other sponsors of this application to discuss the wording of this marker. If you approve of
the inscription, sign and return your own card. You may retain this inscription for your files.

If you have corrections to make or changes to suggest, please make a copy of the inscription and
return it to me with the marked corrections. Please do not type a new version of the inscription;
we have style and spacing requirements to consider, and require documentation of any changes
(particularly of names and dates) in this draft for our permanent file. -

The marker will not be ordered for casting until the county historical comission and other persons
or groups Tisted below have approved the inscription. Again, in order to avoid any unnecessary
delays, I encourage you to consult with all parties to determine that all are in accord before
returning your card or submitting any suggested changes.

A form for ordering paperweights and other marker-related items is enclosed for your information and
convenience. Any order you may wish to place from this form may be made at this time or at any time
in the future.

Sincerely,

Wﬂ G
Ruben E. Ochoa, Historian

&

Official Texas Historical Markers
Local History Programs

pc: Narva L. Snoddy

} The State Agency for Historic Preservation



Texas Historical commission Staff (REO), 8/13/93
18" x 28" Official Texas Historical Marker with post
Gregg County (Job #29792)

Location: 3.5 mi. N of White Oak on FM 3272 (White Oak Rd.)

SHILOH BAPTISI CHURCH¥*

ACCORDING TO LOCAL TRADITION

FORMER SLAVE BUTCHER CHRISTIAN,

HIS FORMEﬁ MASTER GID CHRISTIAN,
AND NOTED POST-CIVIL WAR CHURCH

ORGANIZER THE REV.JCHN BAPTIST

ESTABLISHED THIS CHURCH IN 1871¢g

SERVICES BEGAN IN A LOG SANCTUARY

LOCATED ON 3 ACRES DONATED BY

BUTCHER CHRISTIANGA SCHOOL FOR
AFRICAN AMERICANS OPERATED THERE
UNTIL ABOUT THE 1890se¢AN ADJACENT

CEMETERY ,WITH MARKED GRAVES
DATING TO 1882 ,1I8 STILL ACTIVEe
REVENUES FROM OIL DISCOVERED ON .

CHURCH LAND WERE USED TO BUILD A
NEW SANCTUARY HERE IN 19364SHIILOH
BAPTIST SERVES THE COMMUNITY
WITH A VARIETY OF PROGRAMSg**

(1953)***

*3/4 inch lettering

*%1/2 inch lettering

**%x1 /4 inch lettering

i,






MONDAY, February 7, 1894, Longview News-Journal

~Shiloh Baptist to receive historical markers

-From 1A

- Christian.

. In researching the Shiloh
Community, Black found that
'in 1860, & farmer by the name
:of Gideon Christian with an
-estate of about $30,000, but no
land holdings, moved to North-
.east Texas bringing with him
+his family and 32 slaves.

' It is possible Christian was
:attempting to flee turmoil in
:South Carolina, which was the
first state to secede from the
‘Union on Dec. 20, 1860, during
the Civil War.

In that day and age, slaves
took on the surname of their
‘owners, Black said. Gideon
i{Christian’s foreman, a slave

‘named Butcher Christian, was.
:one of 18 males and 14 females, -

ranging in age from a 71-
year-old woman to a l-year-old

President Abraham Lincoln
abolished slavery in the rebel
states with the Emancipation.
Proclamation decree on Jan, 1,
1863, during the Civil War, but
the 13th Amendment didn’t
bring all slavery to an end in
America until three years later.

After slavery was abolished,
records show that several
Christian families became land

owners in the Shilch Communi- -

ty. But, Black said, records do
not document whether Gideon
Christian divided his property
holdings between his freed
slaves, or gave Butcher Chris-
tian land- holdings to divide
among the remainder of the
newly freed slaves, all named
Christian.

Records do show, Black said,
that Gideon Chrigtian went in
search of, and found the Rev.

John Baptist, an

African-American farmer and
preacher, - who returned to
Gregg County and helped the
former slaves establish the
Shiloh Baptist Church organi-
zation in 1871.

“There never were any stores
of any size up there, or schools,

or anything that would consti-
tute a town, just a large rural
community,” Black said.

“In the middle of that, the . -

church was formed.”
Baptist later moved to Camp
Switch, also in Gregg County,

“and founded the Center Baptist

Church, Black said.
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Gregg Court tables two items
during Thursday meeting

By SANDY WARREN

LONGVIEW Gregg
County Commissioners’ Court
Thursday in regular session
tabled two items pertaining ei-
ther county employees or
elected officials until they can
be discussed during a workshop
session,

Commissioners tabled a reso-
lation regarding sick, vacation -
and compensation time for
county employees. They also

tabled requests from Justices of
the Peace Virginia Barlow and

B.H. Jameson, Precincts 3 and .

-1, for travel expenses for use of
their personal vehicles when
conducting county business.

In other business, the court

approved the following:

— Directional markers 1o the

- Shiloh Baptist Church in

Precinct 3, which wilt be dedi-
cated wnh a Texas state histori-
cal marker May 22, The mark-
ers will be set up at FM 1845
and Shiloh Road, East
Mountain and Shiloch Roads,
Jamerison and Shiloh Roads
and White Oak Road to East

- Mountain Road.

-— Lease between Sabme
Youth Baseball-Softball

Association and the county for .

disposal of dirt and debris on
5.176 acres of land in the J.W.
Bradshaw Survey Tract.

— The Office Center Inc. in

_Kilgore was an annual contract

for office supplies as the lowest
bidder. Other vendors were
Edge Office Products, Topp
Office Supply and Sav-On
Office, all in Longview.

— $75 increase in Judge
Barlow's petty cash fund.

— Acknowledgement of
Elections Administrator/VYoter
Registrar Hatti Owen's 1993-94
election services contract fund
budget of $5,700.

— Needs assessment of a

) building currently housing hu-

man services personnel and
halting of a deposition of the

" building and Lot 24-B until
“further action is taken.

— Bids for remodellmg of
community buildings to make
them . comply with the
American Disabilities Act by
January 1995. The buildings in-

_clude Kilgore Community
 Building, Kilgore South Street

Community Building and
Liberty City Community
Building, all in Precmct 3, and
others, :

RE NEWS
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PROGRAM
PHASE I
*.*f\r*‘k*_*'***'fr'

' MASTER OF CEREMONIES.............. ... ... . Tom Adams
PRELUDE....LTT...;...7..L.._ ..... i ... ... .Musicians
SCRIPTURE...... e U .Rev. Acie Christian
INVOCATION. ... . ..ovn.. SN o ... .Pastor Glen Boyd
'MUSICAL SELECTION........... ﬁ;.ﬂ,.!.L; ...... Shiloh Mass Choir.
PRESENTATION OF-SPEAKERi.,...,.,.;;JL..;Mrsf Juanita Ragsdale

- ADDRESS...... S I L . Mrs. E. Hill-Allen
 MUSICAL SELECTION....... _....;....' ...... e Shiloh Mass Choir
INTRODUCTION. ........ B et Tom Adams
PRESENTATION. ... ........ 7; ...... PR S Ms. Narva Snoddy

- PHASE 11

* % ok K KK KK KK
MASTER OF CEREMONIES. ... ... v i ..Dr. Norman Black
CINTRODUCTION OF GUEST......'v'e'ieiananan.. Dr. Norman Black
UNVEILING OF MARKERT...;;...T..; .......... Mrs. Shirley Snoddy
READING OF MARKER. .......................... Mrs. Dorris Adams
BENEDICTION. ..., !..;.............; ........... Pastor Glen.Boyd

or Appointee

"REFRESHMENTS IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING IN FELLOWSHIP HALL"



PHASE I, CONTINUED,

INTRODUCTION: {Mr. Adams introduces Dr. Black) "Thank you Mr. Adams.  For

the next portion of today's program, I would 1ike for all of us to assemble
outside at the front of the church for the historical marker dedication.”

‘(Birect the audience to the outside.) Once outside and assembled, begin....
PHASE 1I. |
MASTER OF CEREMONIES: (Dr. Black)
Good affernoon, ladies and gentlemen. As a'coﬁtinpation of this wonderful’
service inside,’l would like to.welcome you to the dedication of an OFfi-

cial Texas Historical Marker: The Shiloch Baptist Church. This marker is

-sponsored by the Texas Historical Commission, the Gregg County Historical

Commission and, of course, the Shiloh Baptist Church,

The County Historical Commission is ‘an arm of the county government ap-
pointed by the County Judgé and - the Commissioners Court. It is the re-
sponsibility of the Historical Commission to protect our counﬁy's hist-
orical heritage énd to opoperaﬂe with and. encourage'others in any act-

ivitles concerning the preservation of local history.

The histories of Texas and the Baptist Church have been intertwined since
the earliest days of the Republic of Texas. It is only fitting that we,

today, dedicate a memorial in the form of an Official Texas Historical

‘Marker to this church which has contributed so much 4o the history of

Texas and the Baptist Church.

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS: (Dr. Black)

We have some guests with us thislafternéon and I would like to introduce

them at this time: (Dr. Ellie Caston, Director of the Gregg County His-

torical Museum....Charlotte Black, President of thé Gregg County Hi tor%:e¢1 3
cal Society and The Reporter of the Historical Commission.., (Judgd\Walker,

any County Commissioconers, 0fficials, et. QL.)“G;ref Co,(fouuahr 3S,0mly

G+jk%,}/#CQWMM;DMh¢ Mé}gdidnd ﬁfé /bwﬂftM4EJCM&JH



PHASE IT. (Dr. Black, continuing)

UNVELLING OF MARKER: (Mrs. Shirley Snoddy)

Mrs. Shirley Snoddy will now unveil the marker and Mrs. DORRIS ADAMS will

read the inscription of the marker..

BENEDICTION: (Pastor Glen Boyd)

" The benediction will now be given by The Pastor, Glen Boyd...Rev. Boyd...

ANNOUNCE REFRESHMENT AT THIS TIME. THEN, .."THANK ALL OF YOU FOR COMING!“



- (T0 BE USED IF IT SEEMS APPROFRIATE AND IF TIME PERMITS)
ON A PERSONAIL NOTE:

My father came to Gregg County in the mid 19308. He waé a religous ed-
ucation and choir director of a Baptist Church. He loved music and I
remember well his telling me how'fine the music was af the_Shilbh Baptist
Ghurch in the nﬁrthern Part of Gregg County. When I began studying the
histﬁry of Shiloh é few years ago I saw how much musictha& been aipart

of your'history. And this afternocon, we heard examples and continua-

tion of the tradition of wonderful music.
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AvrrricaTioN Form
Orriciat Texas Historical, MARKER

This marker is for (title or subject): __Shiloh Baptist Church

Marker location (street address and city, or specific direclions from nearest town on state highway map):
shiloh Road, 1.25 miles west of FM 1845, wWhite Oak, Texas.

County: Gregg
Distance and direction of marker topic from marker sile (if applicable):

Fifteen feet from front of building, left side of walk.

P T T L A TRPL TR U, JUR T, U, T TR T O TR UK, R TR T TR T R NUC U T TR TE T T TH T A T T ) R? o 4 o . ST * b
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APPROVAL OF COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION

The application and narrative history must be approved by he county historical commission before forwarding to
the Texas Historical Commission.

Chair’s Signaturc:%]éﬂ%m A ) g_’( ) . Date:_ 6 — /3 ~FZ

The CHC chair automatically will receive all copies of correspondence regarding this marker project.

PERMISSION OF OWNER TOR MARKER PLACEMENT

- Permission for placement of a marker must be oblained by the property owner. Please provide the name of a

contact person if the owner is an inslitution, organization, or public enlity. This section need not be completed if
the marker is to be placed on right-of- way maintained by thc State Department of F ilghways and Public T ranspol -
tation. :

Name: Tom Adams, Chairman, Trustee

Contact person(ifapplicable):
Mailing address: 116 Adams Recad o |
Longview, TX 75604 Phone: (903) 75941080

Owner’sSignature: /)/»Q&é (Q f M

- Do you wish to receive copies of all correspondence concerning this marker application? 1 Yes [ No

To whom should the request for payment be addressed?
Name: ©hiloh Baptist Church

(Provide contact person if payee is an institution, organization, or public enlily.)

Mailingaddress: Narva L. Snoddy, 2909 Snoddy Road
Longview, Texas 75604 - Phone: (903) 7 59-4567

Does this person wish to receive copies of all other correspondence concerning this application? X3 Yes L No
Is there anyone else to whom all coxrespondence concerning this marker application should be addressed?
{One additional name and address only, please.)

Name:

Mailing address:

Phone:

SHIPPINGINSTRUCTIONS

In order to facilitate delivery of the marker, neither post office box numbers nor rural route numbers can be
accepted. If the marker is to be placed on the highway right-of-way, it will be shipped directly 1o the district
highway cngincer. ' '

{over)
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GREGG COUNTY
CREATED BY
SPECIAL ACT
APRIL 12, 1873

GOFORTH

Map prepared by Gordon Ward
and Br. Norman W. Black

10mm.= 1 mile (2pprox)

GAEGG COUNTY HISTORICAL COMUIISSION
417 Mobbarly Avenus
Longview, Texas 75602
903-757-2261
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YA
Marker Dedication Announcement

This form may be used to announce your marker dedication in the Texas Historical
Commission’s newsletter, Thie Medallion; in the THC's marker dedication calendar, which
is distributed to agency commissioners and staff: and in the monthly News for County
Historical Commissions.

To announce your dedication to THC commissioners and staff in the agency's marker
dedication calendar, this form needs to be received approximately three weeks prior to
the dedication. The announcement will be listed in the next calendar issued after its
receipt. To include your announcement in The Medallion, please submit this form at least

two months before the marker dedication.

ﬁ*ﬁ*ﬁﬁkﬁi\'ﬁﬁﬁ*ﬁﬁﬁﬁ*ﬁﬁ*ﬁﬁﬁﬁ*ﬁ*fr*

Title of Marker SHILOH BAPTIST CHURCH

Community or Nearest Town _WHITE OAK

Date of Dedication _FEBRUARY 6, 1994

DI.. .
Contact Person Norman W. Black

Address 417 Mobberly Ave.

City, State, and Zip _Longview, TX 75602

Area Code and Telephone Number _ (903) 757-2261

Return this form to:
Local History Programs
‘Texas Historical Commission
. P.O.Box 12276
 Austin, TX 78711-2276

* | . o {revised 7/93)



| Shiloh Baptist Church

Shiloh Road
P. 0. Box {50037 - Lonpgview. Texas 75615

March 2. 1994

Dear Christian Iriends,

It is our pleasure to inviie you to participate in our

historical marker dedication and unveiling service . on

Sunday, May 15, 1994, at 3:00 p.m.

We would he especially honored to include your name on
the PATRONS LIST to be included in our Program brochure
which will be an integral part of the archival records of
the event for use by generations to follow. '

We have enclosed a vre-print from the February 7, 1994

‘edition of the Longview News—Journal which further high—
‘lights our endeavor. . :

In addition in lending your name for prosperity, in
the midst of the needs all about us, thisz is a magnificent

Copporturiity to share ‘CGod's gift. through our scholarship

fund and building program, as well as serve one another.

We are looking forward to seeing you at this memorable
event . ' : :

Again, the date and time is Sunday. May 15, 1994, at

3:00 p.m.

Fiease fill out the enclosed Fee Schedule and return
it with your check made payable to SHILOH MISSICNARY BAPTIST
CHURCH not later than March 15, 1994, so your name will be
included in cur brochure. '

Yours in Christ,

Enclosures: - Dy . Norman Black, Chairman
1. News re-print . Gregg County Historical Society

2. Pee schedule _
| Weasew - (%4’&&4(6!%‘

Mz . Narve Sneddy, Chalrperson
for Church . -

Rev. Glen Boyd, Pastor
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Thursday, May 19, 1994 — The White Oak Independent
M

DEDICATION — Mrs. Dorris Adams reads the historical
marker erected on the Shiloh church grounds honor-
ing its 123 year-old history during dedication ceremo-
nies held last Sunday, May 15.

0



 Thursday, May 19, 1994 — The White Oak Independent

‘State bistorical mavker

unveiled Sunday at
Shiloh Baptist Church

By WINNIE NEWMAN
- Independent Managing Editor

: Shiloh Missionary Baptist
- Church celebrated the dedication
of an officlal Texas Historicai
Markerhonoring the 123 year-old

- history of the church and com-

" munity. The formal services were

held last Sunday, May 15 at 3

p.nl.
_ Officlals with the Gregg County
Historical Comimission were on
“hand for the ceremonies. .
Shiloh Baptist Church was or-

ganized by the Rev. John Baptist.

in 1871 for members of the Chrlis-
tlan families, former slaves who
- eventually became land owners
and established the Shiloh Com-
munity. - : ’
After a welcome from master of
ceremonies Tom Adams, mem-
bers of the Shiloh Mass Choir
opened with song. Ascripture was
then read by the Rev. Acie Chris-
tian followed by the invocation
glven by Shiloh pastor Glen Boyd.

" ChurchmemberJuanita Ragsdale

Introduced the guest speaker of
" the afterncon, Eulala Hill-Allen.
She Is a former educator with
. Gladewater 13D and is still active
in educational programs, both lo-

"~ cal and statewide. .
' Mrs, Hill-Allen spoke of the

familles who began the Shiloh
- Church 123 years ago and said
that the bonding of the black com-
munity has been rewarded
‘through a strong church boasting

of 11 ministers and 15 deacons

throughout its history. “We are

strong for we have learned the

tools of survival from our forefa-
. thers,” she said. - '
Talking about struggles of to-
day including the loss of the fam-
ity unit, viclence and drugs ,she

said, "We cannot afford to loose

our children. Gun violence has .
not only changed our schools but
the history of our children. Our
youth need strong role models,
Tthose role models should be Chris-
tians, parents, teachers and
preachers.”

Hill-Allen continued by saying

- “T6 see good pul in action Is what

everybody needs. Ifwe care enough

for our children and our elderly

we can be the bridge over troubled
waters.”

~_ “Shiloh has given us a legacy
‘that we. can pass on to future

generations,” she concluded

Narva Snoddyrecognized those
who contributed to the placement
of the historical marker and helped
to obtain a history of the Shiloh
Church and its community. Each
was presented with a certificate of
appieciation.

Dr. ‘Norman Black, chairman
of the Gregg County Historleal
Commitiee, was instrumental in
helping record the hisiory of the

‘Shiloh community and church

leading to the erection of the his-
torical marker. He was introduced
. then Shirley Snoddy unveiled
the marker and Dorris Adams read
the inscription. ‘ ‘

After benediction was given by
Rev. Glen Boyd, church members
and guests were served refresh-
ments while soclalizing in the fel-
lowship hall. :

Members of the Shiloh Baptist
Church Historical Committee in-

-clude Narva Snoddy, Dorrls

Adams, Tom Adams, Juanita
Ragsdale and Shirley Snoddy.



Histovian traces origin of Siloh community

By WINNIE NEWMAN
independent Managing Editor

- [Ed. Note — This is-the first of a two-part
series on the Shiloh and Fredonia communi-
ties of Gregg County.]

Dr. Norman Black was guest speaker at
the Community Club of White Oak’s last
meeting held Tuesday, July 16. He pre-
sented a talk on the Shiloh Community of
. White. Oak. Dr. Black is chairman of the

Gregg County Historical Commission, an
arm of Texas government dedicated to pre-
serving county historical heritage. The Gregg
County commission presently has 20 mem-
bers from ail parts of Gregg County.

Dr. Black opened his talk by explaining
that the first “industries” in Texas were
hunting and trapping. Although evidence of
habitation goes back 10 to 12 thousand
years, true fa.rmiﬁg really didn't exist until
the 1300s when the Caddo Indians had
developed a pretty sophisticated system of
farming, :

By 1821 Stephen F. Austin had reccived
-a grant from Mexico to move in 300 families
to settle in the area to.farm and clear land.
The land which is now Gregg County was
not as suitable for settling and farming asin
other areas in almost all directions because

" of the presence of Indians and the lack of
colonial organization as was had in central
Texas settlements.

Dr. Black also attributed the steep hillf

- sides, forests and swamps as deterrents as

well as malaria that existed well into this
century. That disease in itself discouraged
early white settlers. White people’s diseases
wiped out the Caddos who, it is supposed,
had no resistance to white man's diseases:

The diseases did not seem to affect the
Cherokees as much though, “no doubt be-

cause the Cherokees had been living with or
in close proximity to the whites for over 200

years,” Dr. Black explained.
Early Indian Villages.
“There were two Indian villages that were

what is now present day Gregg County. The -

Big Head Village at Gum Springs which is
helieved to have been located to the side of
where the old Danville Church had been
built is shown to have existed on 1850

maps. The church burned not too many

years ago. The other was the little known
village of Rabbit Village situated on Rabbit
Creek.”

Adventurous souls like John Walling,
who probably came here in 1829, estab-
lished Walling's Ferry, also known as the

community of Camden: It is believed. that -

Sam Houston spent the night of Dec. 10,

1832 in this community. After the fall of the

Alamo in 1836 many central Texas families
fled in what was known as the “Runaway
Serape” but since there were very few whites
living in this area not much changed. One of
the settlers, Mirabeau B. Lamar hated the
indians and succeeded in driving the highly

Dr. Norman Black

‘civilized- Cherokees out of Texas in 1939,
supposedly removing one of the obstacles to -

settlement in the area.
In the next few years people began mov-

ing into the area and Camden became a -

thriving town. James Earp came and estab-
lished the town of Earpville; Isaac Moody,

_hadalready settled at Cherokee Trace, where

West Mountain is, and was joined by many
others by 1844, The present Gregg County
began to be sprinkled by many communi-
ties in the 1840s such as Rock Spring
(whose one-room school house still stands
as probably the oldest structure in the
area}, New Danville, Pine Tree among oth-
ers. :
Gideon Christian

Sometime in the 1850s a man by the
name of Gideon Christian came to Texas.
He was born in 1830 in South Carolina. He
brought with him his wife and 30 slaves.
The 1860 census listed 32 slaves but at
least one was kniown to have been born in
Texas. - .

“When I was trying to learn a little about
the reason for such a rather large black
community as Shiloh, I discovered a large
number of people with surnames of Chris-

- tian. I envisioned there once must have

been a large plantation home much like
those around Caddo Lake or even Tara
(from Gone with the Wind). This was not the
case, however,” Dr. Black said.
ltisknownthat Carrie Christian, Gideon's
wife, was born in Georgia in 1840. It seems
doubtful that she married Gideon before
she was 15 years old but assuming she was
15 at the time they arrived in Texas the year

-would have been 1855. Therefore Dr. Black

gives the date of the beginning of the Shiloh
Community circa 1855 or "56 according to
See SHILOH on page 10
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Shiloh
Continued from page 1
various sources referenced.
Their oldest child, Charles, was
born in Texas and was three years

old at the time of the 1860 census.
About this time in 1860 the Chris-

tians also had a six-month-old’

daughter. Although no real estate
was declared Gideon's worth was
valued at $30,000. At this time he
had 34 slaves, the oldest, Sallie,
being 71-years-old and a one-year-
old baby girl.

According torecords there were

18 males and 14 females. Thirteen
of the males were between the
ages of seven and 25 years. Four of
these slaves were mulatto: the re-
mainder were black. There were
seven slave homes provided.
Two Households

In 1860 there were twoheads of

households named Christian. In

‘addition to Gideon there was a
--James Christian who was a native
- of Georgia. “These people came

from several different southern
states and were undoubtedly re-
lated one way or another,” said Dr.
Black. Hewasa 39-year-old farmer

with land valued at $3,520 and
personal property at $13,000.
James’ wife, Margaret, was 29-
years-old and their six-year-old
son were both born in Georgia. -

“James Christian did not have
any slaves which makes one won-
der what personal property did he
own thatwas worth $13,000," com-
mented Black. “Neither do I un-
derstand what Gideon had that
was worth 830,000. He must have
been fairly wealthy at a young age
to be able to come in with the
number of slaves that he had and
be able to build the houses that he
did.” :
Of interest separating the two
families is the fact that James'
family received mail through the
Pittsburg Post office and Gideon's
family received mail through the
Pine Tree Post Office.

By 1870 therewere several fami-
lies with the Christian surmame
living in a part of Upshur County
that later became Gregg County.
Nine of these were consecutively
numbered in the order of visita-
tion for the census and they re-
ceived their mail out of the
Coffeeville Post Office. Five of the
heads of households were black,

two were mulatto. and two were.

white. Gideon Christian’s family

was #360 on the census.
Butcher Christian

. Family #359 was Butcher Chris-
tian, a 32-year-old black born in
Alabama. He was a farmer with a
wife and five children. It is not sure
whether he took the Christian
name after he came to Texas or if
he had it in Alabama but it is felt
that there is a definite connection
of family. :

Another such family was C.
Christian, a 28-year-old black la-
borer. He, too, was born in Ala-
bama, he 20-year-old wife,
Angeline, was born in Georgia.
Salley Christian, an 80-year-old
black female was born in South

“Carolina, she lived with them and
their two-year-old daughter. This
family received their mail out of
the Pittsburg Post Office and were
shown as Household #418 on the
census.

The C. Christian family’s near-
estneighbor who lived next door to
Christian was Household #419,
the residence of John Baptist, a
39-year-old mulatto minister, born
in Virginia. His wife, Ellen, was a
33-year-old native of Georgia. They ,

were the parents of four children
ranging in ages from 5 to 17. The |
three oldest children were born in '
Georgia and the youngest in Texas.

Church Established

Gideon. Christian entered into
some arrangementwith John Bap-
tist to aid the pevple of this Shiloh
Community thus the formation of
the Shiloh Baptist Church. It is
not known how the name of Shiloh
came about when organizing the
Shiloh Baptist church but it was,
indeed, the heart of the Shiloh
Community. [tis known that John

" Baptist had lived in Liberty County

at one time but it is not known
when he moved to this area. Bap-
tst also is known to have orga-
nized the Center Baptist Church
in the Camp Switch Community.

No-deed record could be found
for a land transfer from Gideon

. Christian to Butcher Christan.
- This could possibly be due to the

fact that on Oct. 25, 1888 the
Upshur County Courthouse in
Gilmer was destroyed by fire con-
suming all records and documents.
A few exceptions survived, those
were papers placed in-a then re-
cently built fire-proof vault but no
references to the Shiloh Commu-
nity were found. _
Unfortunately norecords ofany
businesses or stores have ever been
discovered and there is no other
information available as to the

" heritage of the Shiloh Community

and very little information is known
about the historical Shiloh School
which burned a few years ago.

[Editor's Note: If you have any
information whatsoever on the
Shiloh Community or any af the
above mentioned people or other
persons or information relevant to
the forming of the Shiloh Commu-
nity, please contact Dr, Norman
Black at the Gregg County Histori-
cal Commission or Winnie Newman
at this newspaper. |
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Making White Oak. . .Our Hometown. .

NARVA SNODDY
White Oak
says “Thanks!”

" Na'r'va Snoddy- ~ Citizen of the Month

Shiloh Baptlst Church i is happy to nominate Narva Snbddy as Whlte Oak State Bank’s

- Citizen of the Month for October.-

- Narva is retired as a classroom teacher with the Lon gv;ew Independent School District, but
she remains firmly committed to education both in‘her church and as an active tutor with the
Longview theracy Council. She served is a Sunday school teachér with the Primary Class for

‘many years, and refnains a member of the Davis Allen Circle at Shiloh. She is also a member
of Sigma Gamma Rho sorority and the NAACP,

Her other activities at Shiloh include service as the church treasurer hlstorian and reporter

“aswella president of the Senior Choir. -

As actwnty coordinator for the Shiloh Mlssmnary Soc:ety, Narva prov:des services and

- goods for Cleaver Mémorial Nursing Home. She is an active supporter of the Food Share

Program and the Mission OQutreach Program, and is also chamnan of the Commlttee for the

Historical Marker at. Shlloh Baptlst Church

S Yoy MIMMI’ 7/ 4 0&' |
White Oak State Bank

1101 South White Oak noad *+ 759-3836 - Member FDIc
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BHILOH BAPTIST CHURCH
OFFICERS:

Rev. E. L. Lockett...... i ivernisnns P iesres s ... Pastor
Wayne L. 8noddy.... ittt ennsnncnnnnas Chrm Deacon Board
Shirley Snoddy....ciceveeneensn e s e st e et s ... Clerk
Wayne L., 8noddy....c.vvvrieeererncnanenns . F1nanc1a1 Secretary
Narva L. Snoddy....... Cr e ne s Cernrere e Treasurer
DEACONS:

Wayne L. Snoddy, Ike Thomas - In training

TRUSTEES:

Ike Thomas...... e iveessnsaaas e e s s ea e aa e President
TOM AQAMS 4 v s v s v s v nssvrssasnscanresnasosssasss ...Vice-President

Members - Belvin Snoddy, Otis Ragsdale
SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFICERS AND TEACHERS:

Superintendent ....... . it it i i i Wayne L. Snoddy
Asst. Superintendent ............ 00 00000 +++ 1ke Thomas, Jr.
o < oE- o Brandy Snoddy
Asst. Secretary.......... [P .... Mesha Christian
Men's ClasSS..ccseversorsossrnaransnerssnnnns e Otis Ragsdale
Women's Class viveavesrrerssnnnrannanss e Willie Lockett
Young Adults...... et veesrssssseesss Fern Christian
Sr. High Class.....cvviuin ety Linda Snoddy
Jr. High Class...... . iiiriennerennas cerae Barbara Thomas
D o T o - 2 Gloria Roberson
2 o 1 (1T 5 Linda Moseley
Beglnners. ..o it ittt nis s arnensna “eeeess. Narva Snoddy
USHER BOARD:
Helen Crain. ... . eeeeeerenseeetsseneesentassess Sr. President
Shirley Bnoddy. ... cuiveiiiiirtisensrssenssesss Vice-President
M.J. Ragsdale......iciertierrrrensnacensns caasa.. Bec,-Treasurer
Shirley 8noddy...cv v veerteneerrnarsssoscnanasrss Junior Ushers
MISSIONARY SOCIETY:
Barbara ThomasS..ivve et rrecescensonososssens «++... President
M.J. Ragsdale. ... iiiieresssisnaannsas PR Vice-President
Shirley 8noddy...cv.everirvnsrronnasnorsacsaasas Sec.-Treasurer
SENIOR CHOIR:
Fern Christlan..........iciiiiiritieirieeennerscanans .. Presldent
Belvin Snoddy...v-vr e innnennns e s e e Vice-Preslident
Barbara ThMOMAS ... o.cvcu.n. et eaeenee e, Sec.-Treasurer
MALE CHORUS - BROTHERHOOD:
Ike Thomas, S5¥........ e e e e e i President
................... ettt raeessss Vice-President
Belvin Snoddy...cveeerieresssansnosnsassscncenas Sec.-Teasurer
GOSPEL CHORUS:
Tonya MOSEleY.:ivereeaeastvsasnaasossoscisasaanaasns President
.................. Vice-President
: e ceraeusse Sec.-Treasurer
MASS CHOIR:
Beverly Roberts..... et r ettt crases et e President
Majorie Thomas.......cviiteinersanrnneennees .+« Vice-President
Mesha Christian..... ... iiirererrirrnannnes Sec.-Treasurer
YOUTH COMMITTEE:
Linda Bnoddy. ... iiiscvuaasisceiseteearaneaancscens Director
Linda Moseley......... ettt e e et e e e e Asst. Dlrector



HISTORY OF SHILOH BAPTIST CHURCH

Compiled By:
Dorris Adams, Mildred Ragsdale, and Narva Snoddy

The Emancipatibn Proclamation was issued by President
Abraham Lincoln, January 1, 18ééi It had Dheen only g vears ‘\ﬁ§6 %_
since the Emancipation Proclamafion.when_Shiloh Baptist Church
was organized.

There were many problems.  Blacks who had been slaves be-—
came a free people. They were starting a new way of life. They
were glad to be free but, many did not have jobs or a place to
live. Just out of slavery most Blacks had not learned to read
or wfite in this small rural community of Gregg County.

Later the new government agency “"The Freedmans Bureau" was

set up to help the freed slaves. Schools were set up where they
3
=

could learn to read and write. Many years later, Gregg County,

then the White Qak School System@ provided separate educational
. 3 ’ '
facilities for Blacks.

1 : : : L : : :

Nannie H. Burroughs Publications. Mattie A. Robinson, Editor-—-in-

"Chief: The Worker . Washington, D.C.: Black History Calendar, p.10.
2 o -

Elbow, G. 5., McDonald, A. P., Metzer, M. G., Rocha, R.,: Texas
Yesterday and Today. Dallas: Silver, Burdett and Ginn. P.170.

3 : _ : o
McWhorter, Eugene H., : Traditions of the Land. Longview: Gregg
County Historical Foundation, 1989. P.5G. o
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8
with the Baptist Doctrine as established by Roger Williams, members of

the church committed themselves to be one of several rural Black
churches to organizg. With the help of his former slave master, Gid
Christian, and Butcher Christian, located a minister, Rev. John
Bﬁptist, who organized Shiloh Baptist Church in 1ég1.

Charter Members of the Church wefe: Butcher and Chaney Christian, .

Alex Jones and Wife, Anthony Allen and Wife, Hulda Christian, George

and Callie Jones, Simon and Kaltherine Boyd, A Mr. Wilhite and Wife

Ollie, a Mr. Wilson, Randell and Rebecca Christian, June Castleberry,
i1 : _ _
and Ike Anderson and Wife.

Butcher Christian gave 3 acres of land on which the first building
was made. It was a small windowless log cabin structure about 25 x 40
12 : * _
feet in size. The building was located scuth of the present church
near

the Clarence Davis farm, according to Brady Jones, é'descendent of one

8 .
Hiscox, Edward T., D.D. The Standard Manual for Baptist Churches.

Philadelphia: The American Baptist Publication Society, 1951. p.169.

S

‘McWhorter, Ibid. p.b0..
10 '

McWhorter, Ibid.. p.50.
11

Heirs of Charter Members: Allen, William (Bill), Christian, Zora; .
Jones, Maurice; Jones, Brady; Jones, Muriel. Higtory of Shilch
Baptist Church. (As told by Heirs of Charter Members). Unpublished.
Longview: February 1992. p.l-2. . o _ o .

15 ) : ST SR . :

McWhorter, Ibid. p.50.




frame building about 50 feet long and 40 feet wide was constructed. It
had gable ends and a sleeple tower. The building., facing Shiloh Road,
was built near where the present church now stands replacing the log

17 : :
cabin structure. The exact dates for the above buildings are unavail-

able because records, which were kept in the home of E. E. Anderson,
18
the church clerk, were lost in a fire.
Rev. John Baptist was the first Pastor of the church. Twenty five

Pastors have served since. Specific accomplishments of Pastors prior

to Rev. J. E. Campbell are not noted because the records are not avail-

19
able.
In 1936, during the Pastorage of Rev. J. E. Campbell, a white
20
brick building wasg built on the present location. It was remodeled

, . 21
during Rev. H. W. Gray's Pastorage in 1949, with red bricks. During

the tenure of Rev. R. C. Christian in 1970, the edifice was repaired

and redecorated. A new church Cemetary was planned and constructed on

17

Heirs of Charter Members, Ihid. p.1,

18

Snoddy, Narva L., A Brief History of Shiloh Baptist Church.
(Compiled from Church Records and as told by the late Or.

Deacons George Allen and Aubrey Green). CENTENNIAL BULLETIN,.
Published, Altc, Texas, 1971. p.1-2.

19

Snoddy, Narva L., Ibid. p.1l, p.3.

20

Cornerstone of Shiloh Baptist Church, Front of Church Tront East“
side. Rev. J.E. Campbell, Pastor, 1936. :

21

Cornerstone of Shiloh Baptist Church. Front of Church West Slde
Rev. H. W. Gravy, Pastor 1949




the Brotherhood, Sunday deheel, Bensvelent, Hisglonary.

o

£

2
Youth Departmentz.
Baptizing wag held at the climax of Revivals, on a Sunday. called

"The Big Day". Members who had joined the church were baptized in a

cfeek or near by pond in a very sacred service. Later that day the
Right Hand of Fellowship was given to the new converfs_by the entire
congregation. Today{ thiz service isqdone_in_the_Sanctuary_of ﬁhe
Church in the newly_ingtallﬁd_baptist;g.

An activity which has was and is thoroughly enjoyed is the Feast
Together, called "Dinner on the Ground". In the early church the
people bought their food and spread it on quilts on the ground, sat and

27
relaxed with friends as large quantities of food was consumed. This

practice is done today under the direction of a Food Committee and
served in a modern dining facility. At the close of_Reviyals and
"Juneteenth" (June 19, 1865, the date of the announcement in the South.
that slavery had endeg? were good examples of when "Rinner on the
Ground” was.held,

Shiloh Baptigt Church has been and Coﬁtinueé to be_deéply.inQdived”
in Community and Civic affairs. If there wag a need, it_had_only.to_be

made known and Shiloh came to the rescue. Needed items h ave.been ...

gioddy. Shirley, Ibid. 1991.

égirs of Charter Members; Ibid. p;2.

ggonsored by Longview Chamber of Commerce, Ibid. p.26.
Rlbow, G.5., ET AL. Ibid. p.171. |
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33 34
gservices of the District, Texaszs and Louisgiana Asszocilaticon, MNatieonal
35

Baptist Sunday Schﬁa}_and Training Union Congress, Naticnal Baptist
Convention U.5.A., Iig.; and during their existence, the Shiloh School;
The Dixen Colored Nursing Home of Gilmer, Texas; and Bishop College of
Marshall and later of Dafzaﬁ. Te=as. | |
Currently. Zhiloh is striving to make a greater contribution to

the community and the world, There waz a time when the church served
as the public school in addition to promoting spiritual growth, but
today, public schooling is available through the White Cak Independent
School District. The church continues support of education by purchas-

ing school supplies and c¢lothing, and providing tutoring for those in

need. Scholarships are given to high school graduates who anticipate

33
Gibson, Clara, Secretary: Christian, Rev. R. C., Moderator. The Texas
and Louigiana Baptist Asscocialtion: District Board #3 Minutes.

Gladewater., Texas. 1992, p.149.

34

Walker, €. L., Secretary: Todd, Rev. Paul A.. Moderator. The Texas
and Louisiana Baptist Asscciaticon. Financial Records. Marshall,
Texas. 1991. p.203.

35 _ :

Estell, Mrs. Bessie, Secretary: MNational Baptist Sunday School and
Training Union Congress. Auxiliary to the N.B.C., U.35.A.., Inc.
Minutes. Dallas, Texas. 1973. p.210.

36
Jemison, T. J., Becretary: Jackson, Dr. J. H., President. National
Baptist Convention U.8.A., Inc.. Financial Records, Annual Session,

Cleveland, Ohic, 1971. p.205. Houston, Texas, 1977. p.240. New
Orleans, Louisiana, 1978. p.44%2.

37

Snoddy, Linda. Ibid. p.146.
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE SHILOH BAPTIST CHURCH
: Prepared for

THE CENTENNIAL SOUVENIR BOOKLET

November, 1971

INTRODUCTION
It was a distinct honor to be asked to compile the history of the
Shiloh Baptist Church. It was also.a cthallenge, since records before-
1936 were lost in a fire that destroyed the home (where the records
were kept) of the late Deacon and Recbrding Secretary, E. E. Anderson.
Therefore much information that was given prior to 1936 was from
memory of elderly_people in the community, may conflict. The late -

Senior Deacons, George Allen and Aubrey Green, seemed most knowledge-—

o I B E E B

able and helpful in providing information.

Narva L. Snoddy

.Shiloh Baptist Church, located 8 miles northwest of Longview,
Texas, was organized by Rev. John Baptist in 1871. It has grown from'a
small log cabin near the present Lodge Hall to a neat box—type frame
building where the present church now stands. (Dates for the ‘buildings
are not available). In 1936, a white brick buillding was built on the
present location while Rev. J. E. Campbell was Pastor. ' It was remodel-

ed during Rev. H. W. Gray's pastorage with red bricks. The edifice was

repalred and redecorated in 1970,

The church grew in grace and worth steadily for several years with

the blessings of the oil discovery on church property. It increased

10




petuation of Dl-tllct, State and National life of the Baptist Church.

It has supported many of the early church projects, such as, The Texas

and Louisiana Baptist AbSOlethﬂ The Dlxon Colored Nursing Home (at
Gilmer, Texas); Bishop Lollege formerly of Marshall, Texas, but nbw at
Dalléé, Texas; Foreign Mission; Sunday thOOl Congregs; and fhe :
Natlonal Baptlst Convention. |

The follow1ng Pastors have served the church: Rev; John'Baptist
was the first. He was credited in organizing the church in 1871.
Other Pastors whb served wefe, (accomplisﬁments and dates for térm of
service were not available, hence they may not be in the order in which
they servéd). Revs. Bubtcher Christian, Péter Fields R. T. Taylor I.
S, Stephens, R. R. Barnes, M. J. Walker, Dr. A. T. Steward, W. M. H111
J. J. Fleming, A. B Howard g. . Howard. R. T. Harris, Rev Doan,
Rev. ﬁaniel, W. M Bolden L. L. Lemons; Rév. Whiten, and Rev. Dévis

Allen, Assistant Pastor.

Othér Pastors | Called to Serve Accomplishments
Rev. J. E. Campbell 1935 Built the white brick
' : . R church.
Rev., H. W. Gray . S 1939 - . Remodeled church, using -
red brick.
Rev. C. C. Colquit 1951
Rev. M. A. Coleman 1953
Rev. R. C. Christian 1967 ' Repaired and redecorated
- - : the church. :

Deacons who served the church during the time the brick edifice

(1936) was being built and whose names appear on the Corner Stone in-—

[z



HISTORY OF SHILOH BAPTIST CHURCH
as told by
Heirs of Charter Members
William (Bill) Allen, Zora Christian, Maurice Jones,

Brady Jones, and Muriel Jones

Gid Christian, a slave master, gavelland which was used
for church purposes. Later, after the Civil War, (1871) the
church wags organized by Rev. John Baptist.

-The-foliowing people were charter members: Butcher and
Chaney Christian, Alex Jones and Wife, Anthony Allen and
Wife. Hulda Christian, George and Callie Jones, Simon and
Katherine Boyd, A Mr. Wilhite and Wife Ollie. A Mr. Wilson,
Randall and Rebecca Chfistian, June Castleberry and Ike An—
derson and Wife. | |

‘Butcher Christian gave three acres of Land on which the
first church was built. It was a small one room log cabin,
located south of tﬁe present church location near the.Cla—
rence Davis farm.

Later, A. B. Bryan gave the church 3 acres of land join-—
ing the old cemetary where a small neat box-type frame build-
ing was built near the church's present location. It had a
belfry tower in the front which faced the road. “The pulpit
was at the north end and a choir loft on each-side of the
pulpit, a single isle and a seating capacity of a bout 100
people. |

(1)
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