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16" % 12" Official Texas Historical Building
Medallion Plate '

Gregg County : : @ {Ag @
: i

ROCK SPRINGS SCHOOLHOUSE.*

BUILT 1849;WITH DONATED LABOR
 AND LUMBER.ONE-TEACHER SCHOOL
WAS TAUGHT HERE UNTIL 1930°S.
FIRST TEACHER WAS J.C.VERNON.
FIRST TRUSTEES:THOMAS G.CHISUM,
- JAMES "SQUIRE"DILLINGHAM, JOEL
SMITH.(SMITH DONATED THE SITE.)
BUILDING WAS ALSO USED FOR
CHURCH, GRANGE, SOCIALS , FRATERYAL
MEETINGS,AND POLITICAL RALLIES.
.COMMUNITY NAMED FOR NEARBY |
SPRINGS.SETTLED BY PIONEERS

FROM TENNESSEE, ** ' .
RECORDED TEXAS HISTORIC LANDMARK,1966.%**

*1/2" condensed lettering
*%3/8" lettering
**k%1 /4" lettering
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NTY Gregg _ Towﬁﬁﬁdewater

NAME OF MEDALLION STRUCTURE_BOCk Springs School House

MEDALLION PLATE SIZE 18 »wx 9 B

OUR SUGGESTED INSCRIPTION FOR PLATE:

in

1 t i
(p ease 'QTgirin slégﬁoolcéouse C*ganiifd 84
now Gregg Co.)near bubbling

Prec?. 4 ,Rusk County
Rockf Spring.
Building was used for School,Church, Social,
Political and Cultural Centar.
Community first settled by Tennessge Ploneers.
- Pirst Trustees:Thomas Gibbons Chisum,James Squire” EENEESEW

Dillingham and Joel Smith with James Carrel Vernon LonasaT U7 2000:00
the first Teacher, _ _ OF PANHANDLE.

CHIS UM

(Copy must meet State reguirements; the Texas State Historical Survey Committee
reserves the right to change suggested inscription)

DO YOU DESIRE TO BE CONTACTED RE FINAL INSCRIPTION? YeS  vEs o NO

- AUTHORITY FOR THE INFORMATION CONTZINED IN THE INSCRIPTION:
" Mrs Joel Smith and B A Herbst

WHO PREPARED THE INSCRIPTION?

(address)

(name) Coﬁmittee RT { Box 9 Gladewater Texxas

THE PLATE WILL BE AFFIXED TO To Buillding

PLEASE SHIP PLATE TOo B & Herbst Pees,
Rt 1 Box 9
Gladewater Texas

e A . ———— T e e o b A o o o e e eyt W o — o — - e T T T s b o e e A i T e S —

DATE {9 o}( \ (? (,; 3/

I hereby certlfy the above appllcatlon has been approved bY the
County Historical Survey Commltte .

(name} ' B o (address)_




APPLICATION
THE TEXAS HISTORICAL BUILDING

County___ Gregg Town Gladewater

o WU

* AUG 22 1962

MEDALLION  TEXAS STATE HISTORICAL SURVEY
COMMITIEE

Address: (If the Building is not in town indicate number of miles and direction
from center of town and number or name of highway or road)

4-1/2 miles 8,E. Gladewater on Old Kilgore

. Present Owner: _ROCkSprings Cemetery Association

General Designation: __Originally school - now used as non-

denominational Chapel & Community Building.

Date Built: 1847
Present Condition: Good
Interest:
Architectural Has Bell Tower

Historical _ Oldest in Gregg Co.

Crganization or individual Assuming Responsibility of Building:

'Rock Springs Cemetery Association.

Date of Application: 8/10/62

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS BOX

Date Received:

Date Approved,
Rejected:

Committee Ruling:

‘Area Representatives:

Committee Membaers:

No. Assigned [/\Q\ﬂj g)

Date Mailed

_ Additional Remarks: See Attached
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HISTORY OF ROCK SPRINGS SCHOOL HQUSE.
The £irst settlers in the community were from Arkansas. And the

cammuhiﬁm-waa called Little Arkansas, It included the éarea between the
Smith County line, Sabine River, and Prairie Creak. Later the name was

éhange&Ato Rack &prina&, supposedly from a spring that came out of a rocky
'lc&gc'near the school.

By the best information available the buildung was constructed in
Yefar of 1847, It was bﬁilt out of undressed virgin pine lumber cut by a

‘locel saw mill., The bullding is 24 by 3*, 1@' walls, roof eut 6/12,
Boardsl#'x12", #1lls 6"x8" an® larger. Framing 2x6" and 2x8" un 21zed, The
roof waz made out of pine bosrds split from nesr by Plne treed. Later on it
wag geald and weather bearded. A bell tower on the front of the reof and
& large cast iron bell was installed, It was and isnow heataed by a large
wood gtove and & brick flue that was built up through the roof.The bullding
vas constructed by local people with domated labor and material, Among the
families redponsible for it was the Smiths, M1llinghans, Ingles, Bfeasera,
Gregatons, and Vernons. 4 one-teacher sehool was held in it from the time
of construetion until 1930 '8 Most pupils attending at one time were 30,

B _” It heg and 1s used for community meeting, religeous servicés;}uhny
 denominations have held Church, Sunday School, and Rewival Meetings there.

© It wes used by the Grarge Farm Organization, and for a short tine by The

~Woodmen of The World, Just after the Civil War the Night Riders ( new Klu
. Blux Clan ) would meet there. They dressed in white robes and role white
. _horses. Thay were active up to the 1890 's. T S
:“ﬁfffiJfTh& lard was Qeeded to the school ‘in 1880's. by Joel Smith,

Now the
it belongs to the Rock 8pringe Cemetery Assoclation. Deeded to then by hig
Heirs ind or about 1956, It 1z located 4 miles southCwest of Gladewater, Ty
dn aé&ine grove on an acre of grould. Some of the pines are as mach as 24"
in dlameter, : _

The bullding was repaireJin 1960. Lt 1s in good condition. None of the
original feature have been changed. It is considered the oldest building
now standing in this part of tha country. B : e




TEXAS STATE
HISTORICAL SURVEY COMMITTEE

TRUETT LATIMER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
112 EAST 18TH ETREET
- AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711

MAILING ADDRESS:

el A E@EWJE Q\
February 17, 1966 ‘—\4\ AR 21 1965

| SURVEN
SEATE HISTORICAL
B AT

‘Mrs. Joel Smith
Route 2, Box 288
Gladewater, Texas

Dear MI_'S. Smith;

The Research Department, in writing the inscription for the Rocksprings
Schoolhouse, has requested the following be brought to your attention:

i, There are two dates of building ~- 1847 and 18489,
Would you please tell us which is the right one, and
what source you used in arriving at the correct date?

2. Because of the size of the plate, it will not be
possible to list the first trustees,

We look forward to obtaining the correct building date from you, and
we w111 continue the writing of this inscription as soon as we do.

) /844

Sincgrely
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Treteer W o \"..V‘

an authentm
o:E hlstoncal

o vival -ser\-rlc&s init. At.one tinie-
1o it was used by'the Grange : Farm
% 'Orgamzatloniand for. :

o Wilhnghams
-Breasers Gregstong and

time by the ‘Woodmen .

the night. videts (atet. the“Kl

anice. it is wor_ y‘of recdgmtlon
an.d de erving ‘of the Medalli n

‘| local . citizens, i . recognized

this effort th Medalhon Will e

Auture. Those bmldmgs chosen

.' ‘will be. Hsted jn.the new Offi+
= ‘cial | State Hlstoneal Tourtst
Ma

Hlux ‘Klan)met- ‘there ?dressqd:

awarded in. the not-too—dlstant :




Daily ﬁ'ews Herald
Kilgore, Texas

QCT 19 1966

Rock Sgriﬁds'ISChool H ouse

s -historie ‘Rock Springs | tion - spon-
The h:stori;-:u (flladewater has .structures..'l:heie gla;i] rt;e orp it
School Housg ted 'a “Recorded | sored Dy private. Cor ities and
Do or i ¢ Landmark,” | ganizations and bs{i n with the
Texas H 1S d of ‘Odessa, | counties in cooperador Wi, =
o ot deh e%?:r_ Texas State | County Historical Survey

resident . ittee, according to Mrs. Ameg
%iStOTical Survey. Comm tt‘ee,‘ ﬂ: Belding -of Longview, count

hag announced.
_This’ interpretive

' e AL
hairman ‘of Gregg ?oungy...
guch “'markers -and *inscription
for -such ‘markers are appro_ved
by the Texas State Hlstonca‘i
vey - Committee, .. ~.oor |
S-'u'Ir‘hisy type of marker is de-
signed- to recognizltz a:;d m;c;::;—
f | pret: historjeal, cultural, archi-
e Herbst'-gi ; G%d&w?tg ‘Izectural and r-ehgmus signifi-|
the Rock Springs = “7:] cance of buildings and other
. d plate {s ‘s | structures - as -worthy. of pres-
i b i i . P S, .
- %1; 'thi “statewide program ervation
% includeg recordation, &P L\

plate m;dﬁ
i t aluminum with Swedis
gzecf'seﬁect will be -_plgced_ bsi
- Official Texas }_hstorlca
allion ~which ‘was -awarded
. gtriicture -several 'years
‘It is sponsored by Mrs.

5
£’

ation, ‘marking, preserva-i

ty. All such: markers "a'nd'__in-‘
scriptions for such markers are

. SA&E —Th
Sorings Scheol - -has been|Rock ¢
desighated a “Recorded , Texas| '~ Aw
Historie Landmark,” "John " Ben.
Shepperd of - Odessd, “pres

“This " type 'of * marker' ¥5 “de- ||
+|signed ‘to ‘recognize and inter-
-|pret historical,. eultural, - archi-
‘|tectural * and-- religious - signifi-
cance of buildings and other
wa | Structures -as .worthy. of preser-
vation. “viis
" History of this marker will he
placed in. the. State ~Archives

: Survey | Committee
' ' “today. ot

o ' -+ This interpfetlve-'plate ‘made

strictures. These may be spon:

of cast aluminum with .Swedish
steel effect will “be .placed by
the Offkial Texas Historical Me-
dallionswhich was awarded this
simuetyze several years'ago, It
is spodsored By Mrs. Na'dine

sored -by privaté “donors”ortor-
ganizations and {by- cities - and
counties in-cooperation. with the
County- Historical Survey Com-
mittee, "~ according: :“to "< Mrs,
Amelia - Belding" of Longview,

county chairman of Gregg Coun-

and will ‘be:listed in -the: next
edition -6f theGuide' to. Official
Texas Historical .. Markers .and
on maps - to halp stimulate -tour-
ist trade in-the “aréa,* provide
high point on historical teurs
and, acquaint local - citizéns of

Gregg County “with their own|’
{unique historical heritage, Coun-

41y Chairman ~ Mrs. = Belding,
stated, oAU
The marker reads: “Rock

;|Springs Schoolhouse, built 1849
{| with donated labor and lumber,
Oneteacher school was taught
here until 1930’s; First teacher
was J. C. Vernon. First trustees,
Thomas * G. “’Chisum, Jame's
(Squire) Dillingham, Joel Smith,
(Smith donated the site.)' Build-
ing was also "used . for church,
grange, socials:fraternal meet-
ings, and political rallies. ‘Com-|}
munity .named.” for -nearby

springs. Settled by pioneers

@i{n Tennessee.” . . Tiio- - A

F

-
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Daily Mirror
Gladewater, Texas

AUG 2 3 862

«ibsald today.

_Gladewater
Commerce  "Preside
- Jobe said today

formal ceremony .
presentation of th

Representatwe
nell of Tyler. w1
state at the

Sprmds Cemetery
They Were

Committee,



Daily Mirror
Gladewater, Texas

ﬁma_ 26 982

‘Rock \E;s séhool - house ;. is
. awarded its -Historig Meﬂal
Meda lion 1s the first

AUsT, TiAas

Irih SAN ANTONID STRRET

= £ 1 -
TELEFHONE 6K 3.111

Dallas Morning News
Dallas, Texas

AUG 30 1962

buzldmg south of ‘Gladewater’ this

‘l'_ n: by the Texas-‘Stat

‘f‘Rock Sﬁnngs Commumty Assoc1-
; coepted the . medallion

-Longview News—.l ournal

State Representatwe Byron Tun

T .'vey Commitles Sheaking  bo ‘l’i‘§
f '_ “meg‘“ﬂistorywpwg’fﬁrﬂ of the

Rock Sprmgs school|

ek was presented . medal-

. Byron’ Tunnell of .- o ' ‘
p. By adldress” and make the- ‘presenta-

| the " Living + H1story ‘pro,

gram . of |
| the "Historical Survey  Committes
tand Tayloyr-Jobe, president - "of the

of the’ Texas Stato Hlstoncal Sui=

H:stor:cal Sutvey: Committee; and
Taylor “Johe,’ president., of the: o
Chamber~ of "’ Commerce " Mrs.
Cora T1mmons ‘who led the work

“give ‘the dedicatory ad
g‘d ake the pie

Kilgore News Herald
Kilgore, Texas

AUG 1 3 1952

Ty GLAD WATER remdents are

’ stnvmg ve . the - Rock
' House. awarded
e s H toncal Building
ne first |

I

eceive the -award
tate Hxstor:cal ‘Survey “Com:
Tnittee, -t was the first’ sgho;ﬂ -

- jit dn

" ‘ing now standing in that part of :

.+ state. :

i1 Other’ structures " awarded " me-.

~'-!dalhons have. heen’ the Sam, Ray-
ver . hirf]

*:{place, Monte . Verdi 5

in. preserving. the structure will
i history of  the,*school- .|

“The “schoolhouse’;
1847 arid was used for community
‘meetings, rehgmus services and
as a school. It is the oldest build-

the county. = ... RS- .
" Historital bu11d1ng medalhons 1.
are awarded stilictures thaf are
‘architecturally, historically or cul- -
turally significant to the state of. |
Texas and the area in which they
rexist,  Since the begmnmg of the .

- medallion’ program in March of | i

“this year, more than 275 medal-
Yions have. been awarded over the

burn . home,

‘|man-LeGrande Home:

£
| the

bl

Henderson Daily News

}ﬁﬂjérson Texas

pm' in the afternoon’at
2-m11es from- Gla.de-

tion. Also on the program ‘will be
F..Lee Lawrence of Tyler member

. the’ Texas  State - Historical
Survey “Committee s{peakmg .on

Chamber of Commerce. :Mrs. Cora
Tlmmons, ‘who “led the r'k in
preservmg the "struciure, will’ g-ive
the history”of ‘the Schoolhouse, -

“The- schoolhouse was built in
847 a.nd ‘Wwas used for ‘community
meetmgs ‘religious services and &8
a ‘school, "It is ‘theoldest ‘building

-y

\ex1st./
the Medalhon program iintMarch
of thls Jyeat, ‘over. 275 Medallions
have "been awarded over the State.
Other structures awarded Med-




Gregg County Historical Commission

NORMAN W. BLACK 417 Mobberly Avenue Phone

Chairman

Longview, Texas 75602 214-757-2261

October 20, 1987

Cynthia J. Beeman, Historian,
State Marker Program
Texas Historical Commission

"P. 0. Box 12276

Austin, Texas 78711
Dear Ms. Beemani

Please excuse the delay of the application. I finally located
a representative of the Rock Springs Cemetery Assoclation, Mrs,
Louise Madden, the secretary. The medallion has been missing
for several years but the descriptive plate is properly affixed
to the front of the building. The association is still active
according to Mrs. Madden and the grounds of both the cemetery
and the school yard are well kept by her brother. The bullding
1s kept locked when not in use.

I made these pictures last Saturday not knowing I might need
them.

Sincerely,
Norman W, Black, D.D.S.
enc. 3
NWB/1m
P.s. the officers of the Rock Springs School Association:
. President: Jake Norfleet Rt, 1 Gladewater, TX 75647

Secretary: Louilse Madden Rt. 1 Box 282 Gladewater, TX
Treasurer: Doris (Mrs. Jake) Norfleet Rt. 1 Gladewater, TX

HHE,



Gregg County Historical Commission
‘Norman W. Black, D.D.S. 417 Mobberly Avenue Phone
Chairman Longview, Texas 75602 903-757-2261

January 10, 1994

Mr. David McBride, Commissioner
Precinet 3, Gregg County

Rt. &4, Box 648 '

Longview, Texas 75604

Dear Commissioner McBride:

The Rock Springs Cemetery Association, owners of the historic Rock
Springs Schoolhouse, has the bell for the schoolhouse stored for safe "~
keeping. It is now felt safe to re-install the bell in the cupola of
the schoolhouse but they do not have the equipment needed to raise the
bell to its proper position,

If it is possible for you to help them in this matter they, and the his-
torical commission, would certainly appreciate it.

Sincerely,

Norman W. Black, D.D.S.



KILGORE NEWS HERALD

Monday, February 14, 1994

Gregg Court tables jail matter

By SANDY WARREN
LONGVIEW — The possibility
of Gregg County Commissioners’
joining the recently formed
Coalition "of Counties with
Overcrowded Jails, 1o hopefully get
some rclief from state mandates,
was tabled until aficr Gregg County
Sheriff Bobby Weaver can review
the coalition guidelines.

In a related matier, commission-
ers awarded a bid for sclective de-
molition of phasc two of the
counly's new jail annex to Coastal
Demolition Inc. of Bridge City for
$39.400, as rccommended by
Project Architect Armand Fisher of
Adams, Richardson & Fisher Inc...

Coastal was lowest bidder of
three vendors, the other two being.
Qak Hill Construction, $62,900, and
West Ficld Scrvices, $91,800, bo
of Longvicw.

Commissioner. David McBrid
Precinct 3, asked Purchasing Agent
Mike Bedwell why there was such
big difference in bid prices froi
vendors. Bedwell said that he dids
know, but that huge gaps in bi
WCIC COmmon.

Also pertaining Lo crime, cor
missioners amended the budget i
the amount of $1,800 to purcha
two computer multiplexers for (il
County  Organized Dru
Enforcement Unit (C.O.D.E,). Th
cquipment will enable C.O.D.E.
interface with TLETS in Austi
C.O.D.E. has also agreed to pa
half the cost of a $4,470 visual pr
senter.

Commissioners aiso approved th
following from Commission
McBride: Helping Kilgore repa

Danville and Southport Roads,

Liberty City Water Supply place a
3/4-inch water service line within
the right of way of Susan Street and
Warren City patch, pull ditches for
drainage and boom axc overhanging
limbs.

Ace King Road on Prccinct 3's
road list will be reduced in milcage.
Originally to be changed from 1.20
miles to 1.1 miles on a previously
approved road list, County Engincer
Mike Bills had the court today
change the figures .73 miles on Ace

ociation re
a,0f the hi

orman Black, president of thy
regg County Historical Society

the schoolhouse is 135 years old

d has a state historical marker,,

hile project. They're working hard
matntain and keep that building
good order.” :
The RSCA is a private organiz,
on, Black said, -noting that
uilding was available for comm
ity meclings and other public func
ons. ' -.
The schocthousc bell was stolen
any "years ago and the RSCA
ants it installed in the cupola
here it will be safe, he also said,
ut the RSCA doesn't have the
i L with which to.install i

recinct 3. According 1o Dr.:

Gladewater, Precinct 3, remove ce-
ment and debris in Gusher Park if
the city and the park have a
"verifiable workableé arrangement,”
in McBride's words. ‘
Precinct 3 equipment will not be
used to help Pine Tree ISD repair a
bus turn-around on Bluebonnet
Street at this time, Part of the
turnaround may be on private prop-
erty, McBrid- -aid in asking that the
item be deleted from today's
agenda.
Commiissioners also approved:
— Tax abateinent for Trinity
Indusiries of Longview, ‘
— County's new financial re-
ponsibility rules regarding under-
round storage tanks, at the recom-

“mendation of Don Gray with Risk

Management Group Inc., the
ounty's insurance consultant.
"Thete are some new EPA
(Envircnmental Protection Agency)
uidelines which require the county
o demonstrate financial
csponsibility in the event of
cakage from one of our tanks,”
Bedwell said. "As long as we have
nderground storage tanks, we will
ave to demonstrate financial
csponsibility.”
He also said there were several
mcthods which the county could use
to comiply with the guidelines,

"It fooks to us like the most cco-
iomical way is to file this bond let-
cr," Bedwell said. "Otherwise, we
vould have to sccure some sort of
nsurance,” o

Commissioners also voted to ad-
crtisc for bids for an above-ground
torage tank for Gregg Couuty
Airport, 10 be-opencd 2 p.m. March
Q0. .

padd



CURTIS TUNNELL

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

P.O. BOX 12276 AUSTEN. TEXAS 78711-2276 (TELEPHONE) 512-463-6100 {FAX) 512-463-6095 (RELAY TX) 1-800-735-2989 (TDD)

February 23, 1994

Dr. Norman Black
417 Mobberly Avenue
Longview, Texas 75602

Re:  Rock Springs Schoolhouse, Gladewater, Gregg County, Texas (RTHL)

Dear Dr. Black:

We were pleased to receive a copy of an article from the February 14, 1994,
Kilgore News Herald, conceming the plans for installation of a new bell in the Rock
Springs Schoolhouse. Senator Haley, chairman of the Shelby County Historical
Commission, spotted the article and sent it along.

It is nice to hear this bit of good news. Please let the Rock Springs Cemetery
Association folks know that we would be happy to be of assistance in their preservation
efforts whenever we can.” They can contact me at 512/463-6094.

I hope that there is some positive action on the Longview depot. Has anyone you
spoke with put together a plan to use the building, or have you heard the railroad’s
schedule for demolition?

Yours truly,

iida Roark
Division of Architecture

c Shelby County Historical Commission

| © The State Agency for Historic Preservation




SUNDAY, February 27, 1994, Longview News-Journal

13A

School bell will return to
hlstorlc Rock Springs site

9

From 9A

et But others report that the
J rSettlers were actually from Ten-

onessee, including James

g.S‘Squire” Dillingham, one of the

“school’s first trustees, who later

"became Precinct 4 Justice of
-«fhe Peace in Gregg County.

Later, the name of the commu-

bmty was changed to Rock

rSprlngs for- the spring ' that
“#ame out of a rocky ledge near
the school:

° The one-teacher school house

iIt was, also used as a meetmg
'place for The Grange, an associ-
ation founded in 1867 to protect
farmers against rallroad
monopohes

~Membérs of the .‘c_ommumty
frie_t at the school for church, so-
cials, fraternal meetings. and
pohtlcal rallies.
b The flrst trustees of the

v

school, Thomas G. Chisum,

Dillingham and. Joel Smith,

were all honored by the Texas

Historical Commission in 1966,

when the school was declared a
historic landmark. '

Smith, donated the land to
the school in the 1880s, and

Jater his descendants deeded
the property to the Rock
‘Springs Cemetery Assoc1at1on

in 1956.
“‘My wife's

school and property to the

Gladewater School District ...

and the school later gave it
back to their heits,” Norfleet
said of his wife Doris Marie
(Smith) Norfieet’s family.
“(Dorig”) daddy deeded the

school grounds to the cemetery

association.”
Allen Smlth of Dlana 18 the

great-
- grandparents donated the old

great- great grandson. of
Dillingham’s daughter, Char-
lotte Ann Smith, who was born
in Rock Springs about the
same time -the school house
was built.

His wife, Helen, said “Smiths -
have been living on that land
over there for a hundred
years

The Smiths and the other
fammilies whose relatives are
buried in the Rock Springs
Cemetery will "hopefully be
happily - surprised when they
return there for their annual
reunion the first Sunday in
June.

“The old-timers have m1ssed
the bell. We rang it every
year,” Norfleet said. “They
have been wantlng to know
when we were going to put the
bell back up. S
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By Angela Martin
Staff Writer

GLADEWATER — A reverberation from
the past will soonn be heard in the Rock
Springs Community, some two miles
southwest of here.

Commissioner David McBride is assist-
ing the Gregg County Historical Commis-
sion in replacing a bell, stolen several
years ago from a small dome atop the old-
est documented building in the county —
the Rock Springs school house.

Members of the Rock Springs Cemetery
Association had recovered the bell, but did
not have the means to replace it. They
asked Historical Commission Chairman
Dr. Norman Black to help find a way to
lift the bell back into its cupola.

Black and McBride formally requested
and won permission to asgist the group
during a Gregg County Commissioners
Court meeting earlier this month.

“This is great, because it has been a

1. 11 - : oL m A

P e L PP —

- - Above: The Rock
Springs School building,




'Frie_nds of Bell'

Gregg County Commissioner David McBride and Precinct 3
foreman Gene Van Meter were among the persons responsi-
ble for getting the Rock Springs Schoolhouse bell painted and
put into its proper perch, (This picture was taken before the
bell was painted black)

12 -- Gladewater Mirror - Wednesday, March 2, 1994

Old bell returned

to Rock Sprmgs

Schoolhouse

By BRENDA BEDGOOD

Ask not for whom the bells tolls
— in Rock Springs it rings for all
who love the old schoo!house
there. '

" The antique schooi bell at Rock
Springs School, located about 3
miles south of Gladewater on OId
Hwy. 135, was stolen from its roost
about eight years ago.

Though it was returned shortly
thereafter — ‘thanks to a $1,000
Crimestoppers reward — the cast
iron bell was not returned to its
housing atop the schoolhouse until
last Thursday, when it was placed
in a newly remodeled bell tower,
one that should keep it safe for an-
other century. :

For Gene Van Meter of Kilgore,
the return of the bell to its rightful
place is a dream come true. Van
Meter is the person who reported it
missing in the first place.

"After we got the news out
about the $1,000 reward, we got it
back in a hurry,” Van Meter said
with a laugh. “They brought it back
and dumped it in the front yard (of

the school property).”

Van Meter, a foreman for the
Gregg County Precinct 3 road and
‘bridge department, has been trying
ever since to get the bell back in

" place atop the schoolbouse.

In January the Gregg County
Historical Commission joined his
crusade — and the crusade of the
Rock Springs Cemetery Associa-
Jtion - when GCHC Chaitman Dr.
‘Norman Black petitioned county
commissioners for equipment to
finish the job. In February commmnis-
sioners agreed to help.

Last Friday, Commissioner
David McBride's crews replaced
the rotten boards and, with donated
plywood, sheet metal and angle
iron, built a brace for the bell, re-
placed the fioor beneath it, painted
the cupola and placed the bell in-
side.

Though McBride had originally
planned to do the work within "the
next 30 days,” a break in the
weather and a shared enthusiasm
spurred the workers to get the job
done quickly.

It st ko wn exactly hOW old

the bell is, but those who remember

the bell in the old days say only

that it has always been there.
McBride, who had the bell

-painted ‘black, said it is inscribed:

"C.S. Bell, Hillsboro, Ohio.” The
bell weighs about 125 pounds, he
added.

The Rock Springs Schoolhouse

" received the first historical marker

in Gregg County, Ironically, when’
the school was built in 1849 it was
in- Rusk County - Gregg County -
wasn't formed until 1873 .
(Gladewater was established in

- 1872). According to area newspa- _

per accounts from August 1966,
B.F. Walker accepted the medal- -
lion from State Rep. Myron Tun-
nell of Tyler.

A 1966 account in the Dallas”
Moring News states the first sef-
tlers to the Rock Springs area came
from Arkansas and the seulemcnt,
was called Little Arkansas. Located ™
between the Smith County line, the §
Sabine River and Prairie Creek, the ; 2
name was later changed to Rock ~
Springs, supposedly for the spring .
that came out of a rocky ledge near
the school.

The school was constructed of -
undressed virgin pine lamber pro- :;
vided by a local saw mill. The
building, which is basically un-
changed, is 24x36 feet with 10-
foot-bigh walls of sturdy construc-
tion. The bell tower on the front of -
the roof became home for a large ™
cast iron bell — perhaps the same
bell that was re-installed on Feb
25.

Among the families responsxble
for its construction were the %
Smiths, Willinghams, - Ingles, '
Breasers, Greggstons and Vernons.

A one-teacher school was held in it 2
from the beginning until the 1930s, «
About 30 students tops attended at
one time, : fu

Historical accounts say the
building was also used by Grange *
farm organization and, for a short -
time, by Woodmen of the World. 3
Just after the Civil War the Night 1

" Riders, now known as the Ku Klux 7-

Klan, met there and were active up

See HOCK SPRINGS, Page 13"
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, Rock Springs Schoolhouse i 1994

Rock Springs: '
Old-timers
‘remember

~good times

untif the 1890s, .
The land was deeded to the
school in the 1880s by Joel Smith,
but now belongs to the Rock
Springs Cemelery  Association
thanks to another deed from
Smith's heirs in 1956. .
The building was repaired in
1960, but none of the original fea-
tures were changed,  according to
. accounis kept by the Gregg County
Historical Commission.

ALTA MOHON SMITH said
she has pleasant memories of her
days at the old school. Among the
most memorable was her first day.

Mrs, Smith, now 86 years old,
was a bit shy and quite frightened
by ber new surroundings, so when
she began crying an older student .
pulled her over to his desk and let

- her use his colors. :

'The teats stopped, and the gen- ' :
erous boy, John Smith, six years One-time Rock Springs School students Nadine Brewer
her senior, became her husband in  Herbst, left, and Alta Mohon Smith were among those on hand
1924. John Smith, by the way, was  for an impromptu reunion celebrating the installation of the
the descendant of Joel Smith who  old bell in the school's bell tower. - ‘




deeded the Iand for the school all
those years ago. (New Fire Chief -
Wayne "Snuffy" Smith is John
Smith's grandson.)

Former stindeni Bruce Wood re-
called his friends and his girlfriend
—not his wife Lucille — and his first
- teacher, who was his double first
cousin, Mrs. Clyde Wood Moore,
mother of Judge David Moore.

- Wood said he loved his teach- -

ers, but that didnt mean he got .
away with anything. Among his
- most vivid memories is the time
teacher Susie Horton "put it on me”
" when he was caught fighting with a
classmate in the road in front of the
school.

"She gave me a good whippin'!l"

Wood said.
"~ Wood was 7 years old when he
first joined the school in 1911.

Later he had o quit school and -

went to work hauling logs, working
in a sawmill and farming,

"I carried many a bucket of wa-
ter from the spring in those days,"
he said of nearby Rock Springs, for
which the school is named. :

- Nadine Brewer Herbst also re-
membered drawing drinking water
- from the spring during her days at
Rock Springs Schoolhouse,
"I guess 1 was mean," she said
- with a laugh. "I remember taking
Munger Bardow's syrup from his

lunch. He was younger and littler,

than me." -

" Mrs. Herbst and Mrs, Smith re-

called some of their classmates:

- The Wimberleys, I.P., Mary, Abner

. and Doc; the Jacksons, J.R. and
Glen; The Barlows, Munger, Lula
Mae and Ruby; the Perrys, Leona
and Howard, called "Bud" by his
friends; and Mrs, Herbst's brother

. and sister, Doyle and Cecile Qlean.

- "I used to ring that bell," Mis,
Herbst recalled. "H's just not home
without that bell.”

- When Rock Springs Cemetery -
. Assodiation members meet the first
Sunday in June, they, no doubt,
will once again feel at home now
that the old bell has been returned
to its roost._
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. Rck Springs Cemetery

- Association hosts reunion

Rock Springs Cemetery Associ-

ation's homecoming will be beld .

Sunday, June 5, on the schoolhouse
grounds,

Participants are asked to bring a-

sack lunch and drinks will be fur-
nished. Everyone is encouraged to
enjoy the fellowship of family and
‘friends. Eating will begin at 1 p.m.
Association members. are espe-
cially pleased that the old school-

_ house has had a face lift. A new

roof has been installed and other
repairs made. The old school bell is
back in its place in the steeple and
two new screen doors have been in-
stalled. The building has also been
painted.

A special thanks goes to Eliza-
beth Osteen, who, due to concern

~and caring for the old schoolhouse,

obtained a $500 check from the
Gladewater Heritage Society for
the schoolhouse, - :
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Bell to toll for hlstorlc school house

Oldest Gregg
' County building

site of reunion

By Angeia Martin
Staff Writer

GLADEWATER
whom will the bell toll?

For

‘At 1 p.m. on Sunday, it will
ring once again for the Rock
Springs Cemetery Association.

members and alumni gath-
ered for its annual reunion at
the oldest buﬂdmg in Gregg
‘County.

The one-teacher: school

‘house, built in 1849 by the lit- -

tle community of Rock
Springs (about two miles
southwest of Gladewater), has
had a face lift. And the bell,
stolen several years ago from
a small dome atop the build-
ing, has finally been replaced.

‘Cemetery Association Presi-
dent Brenda Word said when
members of the group found
out the building needed a new
roof and other repairs, dona-
tions of time, money and labor

" poured in, much the same as
when the founders of the
- school built it on donated land
with donated labor and
- materials,

The Gladewater Heritage
Society, thanks to the efforts

of Elizabeth Osteen, danated.

$500 towards the school’s new
- roof, which was damaged

around the school and adjacent cemetery.

when thieves attempted to
steal the school bell' several
years ago, dropping it on. the
building before abandoning it
on a rural road nearby.
Precinct 3 employees helped
put the bell back in its origi-
nal cupola in March. Since

"then, the schooPs roof and

screen doors were replaced,
and the building was given a
good scraping and a new coat
of paint, Word said.

The association started in
the 1930s and reorganized in
1955. Word said the earliest
marked grave (1865) in the
cemetery next door belongs to
the infant daughter of Afabel-

la and Joel Smith, the first

owners of the land. Arabella
was buried there i in 1865, she
gaid. -

“We do have records of earli-
er burials, but the graves are
not marked,” said Word, who
plans to be buried there her-
self one day. The association
is in the process of setting up

‘a perpetual fund for

cemetery’s future care.” - -
About 100-150 people come

to the school’'s annual re-

union, Word said. _
The Rock Springs School is

on old Highway 135 between

Gladewater and Liberty City.
Those planning to attend need
to bring lunch. Drlnks will be
furnished.

o " 8y Allen Hensley/Chiot thographsr .
Bill Smith nails the new sugn above the door of the Rock Springs
School building Thursday. Smith is the caretaker for the grounds
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By Allen Hensley/Chiet Photographer

Bell back home

The R.ock Springs Schoal bell has' recently been replaced atop
the historic Gregg County building. It was stolen and later

returned.
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ock Springs School stepping into the pa
recalling a big part of our county's histor

s

Students of Rock Springs one-room school pesed for a class picture, sometime around 1914. Back row, left to right, Miss Bradshaw, teacher, ¢
Hopkins, Marquerile Seay, Nadine Brewer (Herbst), Norna Perry, Alta Mahon (Smith), Amanda Wimberly (Vernon), Mary Wimberly and Brad
Standing in the middle, Lawson Wimberly and Doyle Brewer. Front row, Jackson ?, Cecil Brewer, ? Barlow, unknown, Lorene Gray, J.P, Win

unknown, and unknown. Kneeling, unknown, Munger Baylow, unknown and unknown. (Married names in parentheses). Alta Smith, fourth fro:
on back, remembers fondly her days at the one room school.




By Barbara Henderson

. Feature Editor
. Not far from downiown Glade-
vater, on old Highway 135, is a
Hace that transports visitors back
no the glorious history of Gregg
“ounly. .
' Rock Springs, first settled in the
arly 1800s, by pioneers from
\rkansas, was originally called
Little Arkansas.,” Later, setders
fom Tennessee, built the Rock
prings School house in 1949, next
> an existing cemetery. The area
7as then named "Rock Springs” for
1e spring Uizl comes out of a rocky

sdge near the school. (This spring -

rovided the drinking water for the
shool.}

The Rock Springs School house
the oldest documented building
1 Gregg County and seeps with lo-
al history. The school house was
bilt on land donated by Joel
mith, cne of the school's first
usiees, '

i Built of virgin pine lumber, do-
ted by a local saw mill, the
1X36 foot building with 10 foot-
gh walls was built totally with
mated labor.

- High atop the school house sits
e bell tower, housing what is be-

. lieved to be oldest school bell in
Gregg County, Heard for more than
two miles The pull rope bell was
used to call the children to school.

The one room school house
served 15 - 20 students at a time
and taught first through seventh
grade, The first teacher was 1.C.
Vemon.

Along with Smith, Thomas G.
Chisum  and  James "Squire”
Diflingbam, served as the schools
trustees,

Alia Mabon Smith, atiended the

Rock Springs School from 1908

unGl 1916.

"I used to walk about four miles
to school each day. We studied
reading, writing and arithmetic,”
said Smith. "We didn't bave all that
Jjunk they teach jn schools today.

"We caried our drinking water
from across the road at the spring,"
remembered Smith. "In the winter
there was a big wood stove and the
boys had (o cut the wood for the
fire."

Remembering her (irst day at
school, Smith said she was a liltle
scared at her new surroundings and
began to cry, an older boy pulled

her 1o his desk and let her use his’

colors, ending her tears. The boy,
Jobn Smilh, six years her senior,
later became her husband.

"After 1916 I went to Gladewa-
ter High School by bus," Smith
said. "But they still had school her
(Rock Springs), though." =~ -

Rock Springs School was con:
solidated with Gladewaler in the
1930s, ending classes at the build-
ing. However the building ré-
mained in use. R

The school was always much

- more than just a one-room educa-
tional facility, it also’ served as
church, Grange ball and housed

many polilical rallies and meetings.

of fraternal orders,

The Rock Springs School is ac-
ally even older than Gregg
County, When the school was built

¥ it was in Rusk Coimty. When a new

3 County was formed in 1873, Rock
2, Springs was in the newly desig-
inated Gregg County, (Gladewater
U was established in 1872.) _
¢ For 150 years the Rock Springs
|
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School house has been a fixture in
ihe community, seeing both good
and bad times,

For example, the school bell,
which is inscribed, "C.S. Bell,

_ Hillsboro, Ohio," has quite a his-

tory of its own.

In 1984 thieves broke into the
school house and stole the 300
pound cast-iron bell. The 12 inch
bell was removed from the bell
lower and fell 25 feet on to the ce-

Alia Smith poses beside the Rock
Springs Historical Marker, the first
marker in Gregg County.

ment steps below, crushing the

steps. It was then removed from the
property.

After the bell was stolen citizens
of the area rallied together and of-

fered a reward for the return of the
bell. Several weeks later the bell
was found dumped in front of the
school house's gate, undamaged.
Since 1o arrest was made the group
was saved the expense of a reward.

Foliowing its return, the bell
was kept at the home of a trustee.
Several years later Gregg County
Commissioner David McBride re-
ceived approval for county crews o
make the necessary repair to the
roof and build a tower for the bell,

‘The crew replaced the historic b
and its ring can again be heard |
miles around,

The bell was not the only thi
stolen from the school, Earlier,
wood buming stove and a bron
plaque were stolen in separate in
dents; they were never recovered,

The Rock Springs School hou:
was declared a historical marker
1966 by the Texas Historic
Commission, making it Gre
County's first historical marker.

Next to the school house is ¢
historical cemetery which has

Jong and varied history,

No one knows the date of t
first burial i the cemetery, but Ie
end has it that a black housekeep
for the Brasher family was the fis
person buried on the land. Th
burial and probably many othe
occumred many years before tl

* Civil War.

Over the years the Rock Sprin,
Cemetery has been the final restir
place for black and white, rich ar
poor alike,

The oldest marked grave is (.
of an infant daughter of Arabel
and Joel Smith, dated 1865. Ti
second was Arabella, in 1866.

The cemetery and school houw
are now preserved by the Roc
Springs Cemetery association, Tl
group holds their annual reunion :

the school the first Sunday in Jur

each year. Donations may be mad
o the association by contactin
Doris Narfleet at 845-3329,



