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Old Tredonmia Hill, and.the
Fredonia townsite which was
just south of this high promon-
tory on. the Sabine River bank,
are being commemorated with

an official Texas - historical
marker with dedication cere-
monies sef for Saturday, Feb.
17, at 1:30 p.m.

The marker is being present-
ed by-the Christian Reinbardt
Sr. Society, Children of the
American Revolution, in coop-
eration with the Gregg County
Historical Survey Committee.
Historical data reguired. for of-
ficial approval of the marker
was secured through research
done by Dr. Norman Black.
-The site is on FM 2087, just
oft Interstate 20 where it cross-
es the Longview-Kilgore high-
way. This is one of the highest
points in the county and from
atop the historic old hill, fam-
pus for skirmishes between In-
dians and early setflers, there

is a panoramic view of many
miles of countryside, This was
an important river crossing
with- a public ferry operating
under a grant made by the Tex-
as Legislafure in 1871, Com-
meree by land and water at
this point resulted in the de-
velopment of the Fredonia town-
site.

“Fredonia” is a familiar
name in Texas history, In the
original plat of the fown of
Longview, this name was given
to one of the nortk-south sireets
of the business area. The name
was introduced to Texas by
Haden Edwards whose ill - fated
Republic of. Fredonia and the
Fredonian Rebellion of 1826 are
well known paris of Texas his-
tory. :

Fredonia townsite was locat-
ed in what at that time was
Rusk Counly, an area later fo
be included with a section .of

(See MARKER, Page 2-C)




‘age 2-C —_ Longview, Texos

LONGVIEW MORNING JOUR:

" MARKER SITE — Location of the Iredonla
" Townsite on the banks of the Sabine River is
. shown on the map of what was at that time a
- section of Rusk Counly and what was later
“'made a part of Gregg County. This historie

marker,
Historical

Feb. 17.

- place is being conmmemotaled wilh an official

ELLIOTT---

(Conlinued From Page 1)

Federal Bureau of Investigalion
In such assignment as riot sup-
pression, insurrection, man-
huats or an area hit hard by
hurricane, tornado, flood or
other storms, to prevent loot-
ing.

Ranger Elliott “ranges” the
five-county area of Gregg, Pan-
ola, Harrison, Marion and Cass,
under Company B, headquarter-
ed in Dalias and commanded
by Capt. R. A. Crowder,

- But one thing Elliott particu-
larly likes about his job is that
he isn’t limited to the boun-

g;

presented by the local society of the
CAR, in cooperation with the Gregg Counly
Survey Commiltee. Tormal dedica-
tion ceremonies for the marker will be held

Upshur County to form the pres-
senf Gregg County boundaries,

served as the only means of
river crossing until the county
of Gregg, in 1884, contracted 1o
huild a bridge, adjoining the
boundary line of the townsile of
Fredonia, This well remember-
ed bridge was known as the
“Fredonia Bridge” and was
used for about 70 years until
the completion of the present
structure on the old Longview-
Kilgore road.
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(Continued From Page 1) .

Future Teachers will serve as
guldes for the speakers, Al ses.
sions are held in the regular
classrooms.

The following persons will
serve as speakers: William E,
McReynolds, accounting; T. D.
Detk and Jack Cawthon, aero-

space; Luis R. Celerier, art and
advertising; Dr, Myren McCar
ler, agriculture and velerinary

.

MARKER---

(Continued From Page 1)

Records show that the fetrry

A cordial invitation has heen

daries of hiz five counties when|}
he is mmvestigating a crime. |}
- *T can go anywhere that a
Yead” on solving a case takes
me — even into areas outside
the Texas border if necessary,”
he explained.

% To be a good criminal investi-
ator requires cohstant use of

JOUN LEER

BRANIFF---

{Continued From Page 1).

extended the public to atlend
the dedication ceremonies on
Feb. 17, by the local society of
the DAR, which will be in
charge of the colorful program,
Lee Lawrence of Tyler, presi-
dent of the Texas Historical
Foundation, will be one of the
Speakers. Others participating
will be representatives from

Yealentine

Pom Pom
Mums

“magination —'“‘fitting the
—YETeNT iiniorm_ation together” o
“elogyy / Whole picture, ‘Glenn El
"o Ldys this is one of the en-
Joyable challenges in his work,
4 challenge that keeps him on
his toes.

the Harvard Business School
Advance Management  Associa-
tion-in New York. He served
with the U.S. Marines in World
War Ii. ’ '

He and his wife, the former
JoAmn  Smoyer of Allentown,

the Texas State Highway De-
pariment; Boy Scout.Troop 221 )
and its ‘scoutmaster, W. L.|
Minor; Gregg County Historical
Survey Committee; and mem-
bers of the DAR, Mrs. S. A.

4

of crime news in the dafly
hewspaper, Ranger Ellioll. ex-
Plains his constancy in this re-

:AN AVID and regular reader

Pa., now make their home in
Dallas. They are the parents of
three children, Wendy, Jeri and
Kerri.

Parker, member of the Capt.
Wm, Young Chapler, DAR
which sponsers the youth or-
ganizalion, is general chajrman
of the dedication ceremonies.
Mrs. Ben Cook is DAR senior

5 Ct. Pkyg. Sfuiniess Steel
&%¢

W“kim@ﬂ Blades . j_\'«:llue

Spect is due, not to a relish of
things morhid, but in a search
for “leads” or evidence {0 use

inake weekly written reports to
Col. Homer Garrison in Augtin,
head of the o~ -

president,

3-ox. Tuke
i 3 | I YN ﬁ




BEDONIA HILL MARKER DEDICATED —
An official Fexas historical marker, donaled
by the Christian Reinhardi 8r. Society, Chil-
dren of The American Revolution of Long-
view, was dedicated Salurday lo commemo-
rale Iredonia Hill and the pionecr Fredonia
lownsite al the present Sabing River crossing
of Farm Road 287 soulh of Lobgview. The
townsile predated Longview and Kilgore, be-
ing established in 1826 by Haden Iidwards at

i
an important ferry crossing on the river, In
the phole, left to right; Lura Cook, Long-
view, president of ihe CAR society; Mrs.
Paut Belding, Gregg Counly Historical Sur-
vey Committee chairman;
Tyler, Texas ilistorical Foundation president
and fealured speaker al the dedication; and
Mrs. §. A. Parker, in general charge of the
dedication, (STAFF PHOTO).

Lee Lawrence,
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FREDONIA TOWNSITE

Fredonia was a town in nbrt%.Rusk'County on the soufﬁ bank of the
Sabine River. The location is néw in central Gregg Count. on Farm Road
2087 at the Sabine River, four aﬁd one-half miles from the Gregg County
Gourthouse in Longview, Interst;te Highway 20 traverses “he site in an
east-west direction,

Many communities in Gregg Gbunt& pfedated the city of Longview but
none cbﬁtributed ﬁore to the éariy commercial and population growth than
- did Fredonia.* It was unique in: thls respect becau e of rivér traffic
to and from the Gulf of Mexico, especially New Orleans. The town was
formed by Haden Edwards but the 4ate of the founding is unclear. REdwards
printed a broadside dated November 1, 1839, advertising "2,000 lots for
éale,"**although it was not until February 10, 1843 that Edwards was
issued a patent for a league of land in Rusk.county in which the town
of Frédonia was loca‘l;ed.1 Five months later he was issued a licensée to
operate a fexrry across theISabiné.

As Haden Edwards chose the name Fredonia for his Republié it would
seem only natural for hiﬁ t0 use it for a town he founded. The nanme
Fredonlia has a romantlc association in the Kilgore-Longview area of Gregg
Gounty. It was, and is, used to describe various business houses, a road,
streets, river brdssing, ferry, bridge, and a hill. The word Fredonia is
not a new word in our language, comihg from 0ld English with a CGreek -

Latin suffix, but it was introduced .to Texas by Haden Edwards in 1826.2

* The Fredonia of Rusk (51te nov in Gregg) County is not to be confused
with the former town of the same name in Mason County (1855).

*% See a copy of this broadside in the appendix. An original is in the
Steen Library, Stephen F. Austin University, Nacogdoches, Texas. '



Travel to and from Fredonla was accompllshed by roads north and south :
to Gilmer and Nacogdoches. The north road crossed the Shreveport-Tyler
Road (Red Rock Road). near Pine Tree, It was a long time before a direct
easﬁ—west route was established. One had to go either north or south'
before reaching a road going east and'ﬁest.* Later thé Longview-Fredonia
road, beginning in Longview as Fredonis Street, was established, as was
'fhe Wallings Ferry Road.

Although locéted midway.between?the futﬁré towhs of Kilgore and
Longview, Fredonia cannot be. conSidered the antecedent of either city be-
cause each one had other more dlrectly related predecesso 's. Neverthe-
less, it can be presumed that rESidents of Fredonia moved to or near tﬁese
two towns as developments doomedithe éxistance of Fredoni:..

Tﬂe,controversial former empfessario‘s life should b briefly ex-
amined as history has neglected ﬁim after the ill=fated Fredonian Hepubiic.
Edwards was born in Stafford County, Virginia, August 12, 1771. He re-
cieved a liberal education, married Susanna Beall, and began to accumu-
late considerable means,‘ ‘Omitting other biographical information, it
is known that Haden Edwar&s acquired a contfact from Mexico to establish
eight hundred families in East Texas in the Nacdg&oches area bordering on
the Neutral Ground.B-'Thé story of his failure in ﬂhis venture and the
subsequent revoking of his contréct and his departure to the other side
of the Sabine is well known. Tt was of considerable significance to thé
turn of events in ail of Texas.r Although EdWards actually did not comply
w1th the terms of the Mexican contract it must be said that hlS actlons

resulted more from his lack of dlplomacy and knowledge of the'Mex1can

¥ See map in appendix.




sensitivity as well as from his iaqk of understanding of hils own pdsition
and_authority, rathef than a-l@pk of integrity.u At any.‘ate.‘he later
returned to Texas and was‘issued'a patent-on February 10, 1843; for a
league (4,428.4 ac.) of land in Rusk Goum&y.*1 This was a)out a month
after the formation of Rusk éounty from Nacogdécheé Count:r. Shortly after ’
this the townsite of Ffedoﬁia'was platted into lots and blocks adjoining the
west' bank of the Sabine and within this League of land.l

This man, who had such an effect on the early Texas colonisté, died
in Nacogdoches August 14, 1849, ét the age of seveﬁty-eight years. He
Wwas survived by six of his thirtéen children.5 Apparently time and per-
haps the constructive activitiesiof one of his éons, Haden Harrison Hd-
wards, proved to Texans that his character and intentions were good, for
today his name is pe;éetuated in Texas in the names of BEdwards Plateaﬁ
and Edwérds County. Originally the coﬁmunity in Gregg;COunty called Pea-
town was named Edwardsyille.6

Very little documentary evidence of the town has been found. Wo plat
of Fredonia can be found nor one showing the "2,000 lots" advertised‘in
Edwards' 1839 broadside. -Outlines of the town can be seen on early maps
of the Edwards leégue.*** There are deeds of record which establish the
existance of Fredonia and at ieaSt fifty-five documents from 1851 to 1883

in the Rusk County courthouse refer to the town of Fredonia.7 The Deed

* William Roark surveyed this league in 1838. Roark sold the land to
Henry Hoover on June 1 or 7, 1839 who immediately sold it to Edward Teel
on June 18, 1839. Teel s0ld the league to Haden Edwards on August 12, 1839,

*% To a person unfamiliar with descriptions of the "banks" of the Sabine
River often the "east bank" and the "north bank" are the same; likewise,
the "west - north bank", :

*%% See map in appendix.



Record Books B, C, D, and E of Rask County were destroyed in the devas-
' tating fire at Henderson in 18??i : it is, however,.possible to recon-
struct a very small portion of F%edonia by studying various maps and docu-
ments on file. Fredonia had theéshape of a trapazoid, with present Fa:m
Road 208?.(the 0ld Longview—Kilggre Road) forming the western boundary
and was named Jackson Street. The éouth boundary was named BordeplStreet.
No road exists; however, Border Street intersected.iackson Street at a
point directly across,the'roaﬁ from the entrance to the oLd.motorcycle
.club. For.many years ﬁembers of this_club used thé adjac nt hill, trav-
eliﬁg westward, as a test of their riders-and machines: .. local landmark.
Present Farm Road 2011, although a very-old road, because of its peculiar
direction (northwest-southeast) is not 1likely. to have been a named street
in Fredonia. Also, this farm road was altered as it parted 2087 when tﬁe
| interstate highway was constructed in the 1960's., However, this road,
Farm Road 2011, could very well be Eleventh Street, as deducted from Rusk
County Deed Records: "...Sale of three fractional blocks in the South-
west corner in the town of Fredonia; fronting South on Border Street,
Northeast on 11th Street, and Northwest on Jackson Street forming.a tri-

8

angle as seen on map by J. M. Wells".® This tract was sold.to James M.
Waide on July 3, 1851 by H, H. Edwards.9 Another street is named on pages
272 and 273 of Book ?: "...8ale of lots 3 and 5, block 11...to 5th.street
to Isabella N, Murchison, by H. H. Edwards, administrator for the deceased

" Haden Edwards", recdrded August 25, 1851}0 The northern boundary, a street,i
paralleled the general course of the Sabine River and the gastern boundary

was parallel to the western boundary.

It is not known when river travel began but the first steamship to

)
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reach Fredonla was the "Buffalo"%in 184 At one time the Sabine was.

navigable for three hundred miles but travelowés hot regular nor neces-
sarily year-round: it was said %o have been "informal“.12 The steamboats
had very shallow drafts, no more:  than. elghteen 1nches, with the boilers on
the decks which resulted in manylflres and a001dents. They often went
aground in shallow Hater and on these occasions they would either have to
turn around and go back downstream or wait until upstrean rainé raised the
river level. The captains always kept themselves informed as to the Eiver_
conditions, though communications Wére poor. The boats were eguiped with
“sn;g-éutting" boéms, winches, ahd otheﬁ means with which to extricate @
themselves from river bank and bbftom trou'blés.13
An a}ternate route for rivef traffic was used when the Sabine was

not completely navigable to Fredonia. Shipments could be sent up_ihe Red
River, through Caddo Lake to Port Caddo, the offic;él port of entry %o
Texas in this area, then'freightéd by wagon to‘Fredonia.14 This, however,
meant an overland trif of more than fifty miles.

f An interesting méthod of identifying.eabh shipment w.s used: a unigque
monogram of the customer's initials was Fixed to the item: to be shipped:

L. A. identified Lemuel Adams, B.8 for J. R. Grace, and A D E for A. D.

. *¥*
Hutchins,

By the 1850's Fredonia had developed into a thriving town. TIn 1956,

. XK
* I was introduced to Mr., W. R. "Bill" Moore, who was born in Fredonia.

* The "01d Buffalo" was owned by A..L. Vaeuter, J P. chkson, and Captain
Bob Patton who also captained the shlp

*¥* See l1list in appendix,

*¥%% Mr, Bill Moore was born April 14, 1875 and died June 10, 1962 (87 years).
His last days were spent in the Gregg County Home for the Aged. For years
he shared a small house with his half-brother, Jeff Moore, within a few hun-
dred yards of his birthplace in Fredonia. He was admitted to Laird Memorlal
Hospital in Kilgore four days prior to his death.



Severél times in 1956 and 1957 Mr; Mooré wéuld guide me oer the téwnsite
of Fredonia wﬁere little reméine@ to remind one a communi-y once existed
here; Mr. Moore was the son of éhe last opefator of.the Fredonia ox
Moore's Ferry.* Mr. Moore told me Fredonia had three warehouses, prin-
cipally for cotton, forty to fifty_buildings including houses, a post

.
Brick was make in Fred-

office, and a cemetery with about fifty graves.*
onla and a few could be seeﬁ in fhe area. There was a fjord at the mouth
of Graybill Creek about fhrée—fdﬁrths mile‘downétream in the Eleahor Brad-~
ley.survey.is Mr. Moore fondly péinted out the sgite of the house in which
he was born, a large tree being ﬁearby._

Fredonia had a fost office én two  occasions and the reason for the
interruption is presently unknowth. Tﬁe first post office wés opened Feb-
ruary 24, 1849 and closed September 20, 1855. The last post office open-
ed Aﬁgust 22, 1856 and closed forever March 17, 1859. The post masters in
order of their sérvice were: James H. Thompson, Isiah Sellers, James M,
Waide, J, S. Wood{ Sanders F. Walkef}‘and Waide served again as the last.l6

An apparehtly successful general merchandise store operated in Fred-
onla as evidenced-by‘a_large number of customers listed on ledger sheets
of "Waide and Wilson". Most of their inventory came up the Sabine from

W -
New Orleans, A very wide variety of items was =old at this store, from

17

such commodities as combs of many types to fine champagne, This firm, in

* Mr., William Moore, a confederate veteran, was later known in Longview
as "Uncle Bill" Moore. He was born January 1830 and died March 13, 1913
(from Confederate Veteran, July 1913, p. 350). This information is from
a letter to the author from Dolly Northcutt, December 4, 1965,

%% Mr. Moore showed the cemetery to the author in 1956, All remains had
long been removed to unknown, to Mr. Moore, cemeteries. At that time the
excavations. were about two feet deep and twelve in number. Thirty-four
years later these graves were just regularly spaced shallow depressions,

RAR Examples of the merchandise can be seen on a ledger sheet in appendix,



all probability, was the first fet;il'egtablishment in present day Gregs
County, having beén founded by J; M. Waide. Later, in the early 1850's.
the partnership of Waide and Wilébn was formed. For some reason the
partnership had been dissolved by- 1858, according to correspdndence with
a wholesaler in New Orleans.18
. Somé financial difficulties_must have been develoPing in Fredonia,
/or at least at the James M._Waidérstore, because one of the ﬁew Ofleans
- wholesale suppliers complained aﬁout the delays in Mr; Waide's remittances;

which had not occurred in previous transactions.l8

Whether the féct that
this period was on the eve of the War Between the States had anything to
do with this delay is just armattef-of conjécfuré.' More iikely, compe-
tition probably was developing in ﬁearby commﬁnities

Fredonia's advantage was that of hav1ng good transpo ‘tation by means
of a rlver. The location already had a well- known river ‘rossing and thls
Was_also an important factor. Haden Edwards, as ftecorded in Book A, p.
314,.Deed Records of Rusk County, was granteq'é license to operate a ferry
on July 7, 1843. He soon assigned to David Wood, on February 19, 1846, a
lease (permit) by the Republic of Téxas'"...to operate a public ferry be-
tween the banks.of the Sabine'River near where John H, Cavery now iives at
a point known as Gotton's (Cottin's'or Cotten's) Oid Crossing".1 This sub-
sequently became known as Fredonis Crossing. Upon the expirvation of the
period of time for which the licehse was granted'to Edwards, the Legislﬁ-
ture of Texas, in 13?1, granted the authority to J. H. Jones and Henry
Miller "...to continue to operate the public ferry across the Sabine River,
from or near the town of Fredonia, in the County of Rusk, and thaf they

| éhall have the right to make their landing on any point on the opposite

“bank of said river in Upshur County.ﬁ*Jones and Miller assigned the right



to operate the fe¥ry to William Moore until.thé Commissioners couft of
CGregg Céunty, in May 188§”confracte& "...to build a publi~ highway bridge
across_the Sabine Rifér (one of the two "01d Iron Bridges' in Gregg County)
near the ferry and adjoining the boundary line of thé tow wite of Fred-
donia'. 10% The bridge %as known as tﬁé Fredonia Bridge. ~his well-re-
membered ‘bridge was used for seventy-one years.** and unt.1 the completion
of the present brldge in 1955 on the 014 Longv1ew-Kllgore Highway, Farm
Road 2087.

The effects of the War Bgtween the States and reconstruction hurt
Fredonia as it did all of the Sohth. The U. S. Post Office Department,
although listing New Danville and twelve other localities in Rusk County,
did not list Fredonia in 1870. By the time thefréilroad reached Longview

(as early asI18?2) Fredonia was almost abondoned and ceased to be a town.

- * Bill Moore said the ferry, for a short time operated out of the mouth

of Rabbit Creek, which is about three hundred yards upstream on the, then,
Rusk County side of the Sabine. '

¥% A contract had been let by the Commissioners Court of Gregg County to
dismantle the old iron bridge but "it fell in the river" before thls could
be done, D ‘
: Norman W. Black, D.D.S.
417 Mobberly Ave.
Longview, Texas 75602

Se?tember 5, 1990
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Danbtvan, A.D. McCarty, W. Kadden, VTaylor
Daravan, A.l. MeCraliin, Namcy Weacle, J.M, .
Duncan - MekEinley, FJOR. Madswarth, W, (M#0)
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EARLY NAVIGATION OF THE SABTNE

Edltor Times - Clarion - : :

I noticed an article in your paper of 1ast week written by Mr. Persy
May of Smith County, stating that the first steamboat that ever came up the
Sabine River was the General Rusk in 1856, which is not correct, The first
boat was the old Buffalo, commanded by Capt. Bob Pation in 1848, and owned
by A. L. Vaeuter, J. P. Dickson and Capt. Bob Patton.

The second was the General Rusk, commanded by Capt. McGee and owned by
McGee and B. F. McDonough. The third was the Kate, with Porter Van Captain.
See sank with 800 bales of cotton on board at the White Oak Shoals below
Logansport, and the next boat was the steamboat Liberty. She carried out
about 1200 bales of cotton, but all her masts were broken down before she
got back to Grandbluff. She was a double mast steamship and a beautiful
vessel, :

o Now come Uncle Ben, she was in trade for several seasons before the
war., The last I ever heard of her she was being used as a gungoat at
Sabine Pass. Bob Patton was her captain and her pilot was old Ben.

This is a true history of the first navigation of the Sabine,

Capt. Bob Welr
an old River Pilot
Longview, Texas Dec. 16

GREGG COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION
417 Mobberly Avenue
 Longview, Texas 75602
214-757-2261



LIST OF STEAM SHIPS COMING TD'FRdeNiA IN 1851 (from ledger sheets of

|

Waide & Wilson and J. M. Walde General Merchandise Company i

Liberﬁy*
Maria Burt
Swan
Echo : | L
Monterey
Mary Eddy
Osceola
Governor Erent
Bellegates
The flat boat "Eliza"
1852
'7 R. W. Toms (sp?)
| St..Charles
H. ‘M. Wright
Compromise
Caddo
Bcho
.Pzgtracln ?
Caspian
5. W. Downs
Alabamg
China
1853-1854
:Choctaw
‘Rungway
D. Caslin (sp?)

W. A, Pope

n Fredonia)s
1853-1854 (cont'd)

Texas o o

. Gaddo

Kimball

Compromise

Downs

_ §t. Charles

C. Hays

% "By Steamer Liberty" to {ol.

R. W. Powell, Wew Orleans. (Gold,
silver, paper money - $1,291.33)

~from J. M. Waide,

Other éteamboats at Fredonia i

Uncle Ben
General Rusk
Buffalo [543
Beaver

Kate
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Fre}donia
' Marker
Number: 9_959
Marker Title: Old Fredonia Townsite
Index Entry: Freedonia
Address:
City: L ongview
County: Gregg
UTM Zone: 15
UTM Easting:
utm
Northing:
Subject
CO({'GS.' GT
arker
Yea;_:%cted: 1967
Designations: na
- Marker
Location:

Marker Size: 18" x 28"

Repairs o.asing—taken-dewn-forread-construetion~
Completed: ‘ :

Marker Text: Founded by Haden Edwards, a [and grantee who contracted in 1825 with Mexican
government to establish 800 families of settlers in East Texas. A later misunderstanding
with Mexico caused him to organize famous Fredonian rebellion, and flee to the U.S. in
1827 in failure. Town of Fredonia prospered, however. It was important ferry crossing
and river port. Had 40 or 50 buildings, including homes, 3 warehouses {mainly for
cotton), and a brick kiln. After the Civil War, post office was given up. Bypassing by
railroad caused abandonment of town about 1870.

.../viewform.cgi?atlas_num=5183009259&site_name=Freedonia&class=&SEARCHTYPE=ARCHI 9/5/00



T EXAS . RICK PERRY, GOVERNOR
HISTORICAL JOHN L. NAU, III, CHAIRMAN
COMMISSION F. LAWERENCE OAKS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
The State Agency for Historic Preservation

May 12, 2005

Dr. Norman Black, Chair
Gregg CHC

417 Mobberly Avenue
Longview, TX 75602

RE: OLD FREDONIA TOWNSITE
18” x 28” subject marker w/ post; Job # 26-2004
Shipment to: Texas Department of Transportation
Dear Dr. Black:

We have ordered the above-referenced replacement marker for casting. A copy of the final
inscription as it was sent to the foundry is enclosed for your files.

According to our records, the marker should be shipped to the address listed above. If these
instructions have changed during the marker process, please let me know as soon as possible so
that I may notify the foundry.

We will notify you and the parties listed below once the marker has been shipped from the
foundry.

We appreciate the special efforts made to replace this marker, and thank you and the marker
sponsors for your continued support of the History Programs Division.

Sincerely,

/ <
Egina eyes
Prografh Specialist

History Programs Division

5w

P.O. BOX 12276 « AUSTIN, TX 78711-2276 - 512/463-6100 - FAX 512/475-4872 . TDD 1-800/735-2989
www.the.state.tx.us



Texas Historical Commission staff (RKB), 8/14/67; replaced (LCH) 2/1/2005

18" x 28" Official Texas Historical Marker with post

Gregg County (Job #26-2004) |Subject LD (Atlas 9959) UTM: 15 332102E 3590033N
Location: Longview, 3/5 mi W of city limits at intersection of IH-20 and FM 2087

OLD FREDONIA TOWNSITE

THE COMMUNITY OF FREDONIA WAS

FOUNDED BY HADEN EDWARDS, A LAND

'GRANTEE WHO CONTRACTED IN 1825 WITH

THE MEXICAN GOVERNMENT TO ESTABLISH

800 FAMILIES OF SETTLERS IN EAST TEXAS.

A LATER MISUNDERSTANDING WITH MEXICO

CAUSED HIM TO ORGANIZE THE FAMOUS

FREDONIAN REBELLION AND FLEE TO THE .

U.S. IN 1827 IN FAILURE. THE TOWN OF

FREDONIA PROSPERED, THOUGH, AS AN

IMPORTANT FERRY CROSSING AND RIVER

PORT. THE NUMEROUS STRUCTURES BUILT

BY. RESIDENTS INCLUDED A BRICK KILN,

HOMES AND WAREHOUSES, MAINLY FOR

‘COTTON. AFTER THE CIVIL WAR, THE w_

POPULATION DECLINED AND THE POST -

OFFICE CLOSED. RESIDENTS ABANDONED

THE TOWN AFTER IT WAS BYPASSED BY

THE RAILROAD CIRCA 1870.
- | (1967, 2005)



