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A Brief History of
 Elderville Common School District
Gregg County, Texas

By
E. R. Wllllams District Supenntendent

Part of this information was secured from the minutes of the
Commissioners Court - August 22, 1893, in the matter of distributing
Gregg County into school districts from descendants of the pioneer
settlers whose forebears fought in the Battle of San Jacinto, April 23, -
1836, and the History of the Creation of Gregg County - by Colonel
Richard B. Levy of Longview, Texas. -

District #5 received its ﬁame Elderville, from a pioneer family,
the "Elders", who operated a store and lumber, cotton and grist miil
in the vicinity.

School and Patrons - "There were at one time, six schools in the
district, namely, Eldervﬂle Pleasant Green, Greenville, Post Oak and
Easton.

The Elderville High School was located in the southern part of
the district for white students and was a county line school. Its
students consisted of descendants of pioneer families, such as the
Mitchells, whose family the Wilsons, came to Texas in 1850 and still
maintain the homestead. W. G. Mitchell, Sr., has served on the
School Board for nearly 40 years and in the capacity of President. P.
M. Cock served many years as trustee. The Cunyuses, Whittingtons,
Butts, Grables, Dickinsons, Watsons, Owens, Angels, Wrights
Blackburns, Prothos, Murphies, Gladneys, Austins, Burtons, Wyches
have all contributed to the history and development of this sectior




The influence of these families has been felt in Law, Education,
Religion, Civic Pride and a lifting of economic standards for all
citizens. The early teachers of the Elderville school were: Miss Mariah
Mitchell, pioneer; The Reverend A. W. Livsey, who taught for many
years until his death; Mr. Lon Livsey, his son; Mr. Roberson and
others.

The Peatown school (originally known as Elderville School} as
located a few miles west of Elderville School and was so closely
interwoven with each other uniil a line of demarcation is difficult to
draw. Some families participated in the operation of both schools
with such incredible closeness the writer was never able to accurately
ascertain into what two parts of the communities were divided. In
1930, both schools were abandoned and the students were
transferred to the schools in the Longview School District. Such
arrangement remains today. SR |

The Colored citizenry of this part of Gregg county have played
well their part in making this a colorful, picturesque and highly place
- to Live. ‘

Among the earliest land owners were the Mack Sanders, Sr., who
were encouraged to purchase land for home and family use by the late
Mrs. Anna Mitchell. Others then followed: Daniels, Garrisons,
Brittains, Roberts, Borders, Shedrick Jones, Edwards, Woodards,
Lucases, Hughes, Gordons, and Williams. Many families caught the
inspiration from these pioneers and home buying became the greatest
interest.

To accommodate the children of these early families, schools
sprang up, namely: Pleasant Green, Post Oak and Easton.

After many years of operation, the Pleasant Green School was
consolidated with the Ned E. Williams School and in 1947 the Post
Oak and Easton schools were consolidated.




The Ned E. Williams High School, as it is known today, has
- operated under three names: Greenville, taken from the community
name in which it is located; The Gregg County Training School, built
in 1918 accordmg to the Rosenwal Plan.

On the death of the founder and prmc1pal the late Ned E.
Williams, the name was changed in his honor to the Ned E. Williams
High School. The school. received students from all parts of the
district, transferred by buses |

Early pioneer teachers of the Black Schools were: John W,
Lucas, the Reverend H. Y. Jones, W. M. Daniels, Mary J. Jones, Dr.
J H. Dodd Ned E. Wllhams an Miss Anna Wﬂhams

Resources of the district were: farms tlmberland gas oil, the
Knox-Lee Power Plant and the Santa Fe Raﬂroad
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Ned E. Williams
graduates relive
past at reunion

By Mitzie Avera
Stalf Writer

- Remembering the past and pre-
serving it for future generations is
what several graduates of a school
that no longer exists are striving for.

Recently, more than 300 ‘people
attended the fourth reunion of the
Ned-E. Williams School to relive the
past-and renew old friendships.

Lucy Dixon, a 1953 graduate, said
people came from as far away as
California and Maryland -to attend
the three-day reunion.

In 1883 the school was built in the
Easton Community, and was later
named the Ned E. Williams School.
The:gli-black campus operated un-
der two different names before tak-
ing its final banner from teacher and
principal Ned E. Williams.

Willtiams, a1 age 21, was principal
of lhe -then-Greenville High School,
and in ‘1918 the school’s name was
changed to Gregg County Training
School, The school was later named
for Williams at his death to honor

his. dedication to the teachers and
students there.

In the late 1960s, consolidation
and desegregation closed the school,
and during the past few years, the
last remaining building on the cam-
pus was torn down.

Even though the walls no longer
stand, the students who attended the
school say they will never forget the
values and lessons they learned.

*'I remember that you really felt
like you were somebody. The school
taught us a lot of self-esteem and
you knew that everybody was con-
cerned and cared for you,”’ said
Helen Lucas Foresl a 1953
graduate. -

Education and student attitudes
have change through the years. And
one disturbing aspect the graduates
see is the lack of respect and disci-
pline children have for today’s
leachers

“Discipline is a major problem in
schools today, said Forest, a teacher
with the Chicago, 111. public school

Students attended classes in the Ned E. Williams High School Building.

district. :

"It was total respect for teachers
when we were in school,” said Car-
menia Jones Anderson of Longvnew.
a 1949 graduate.

And study habits of students have

- changed since the days of the Ned E.

Williams™ School. *‘Children today
just do enocugh to get by, said
Ruby Portley of Longview. *‘Kids
just don’t put their best effort for-
ward. If you can make 80 (percent)
on a test then you can make a 100.”
She said so many students want to
stop at the 80 percent mark. ‘“When
I was in school it was important to
the students to do well.”

When the school was closed, its
students and alumni were filled with
mixed emotions and sadness. Port-
ley was a senior then. **We had
mixed emotions about it, but we ad-
justed fairly well.”’

Forest said when the sch_ooi was
torn down she felt a *“a sense of loss

in identity ... part of our heritage
was gone.”’
To keep the memory of the school

alive some of the school's former
students began organizing a reunion
for all graduates and former students
of the Ned E. Williams School.

In 1986 the group held their first
reunion. This started an every two-
year tradition.

Dixon said that she is trying to get
a historical marker on the land
where the school once stood.

*‘I am gathering documents
now,’” she said, adding that the pa-
perwork would be sent to Austin for
approval.

She said doing the research neces-
sary for the declaration provided her
background into the school of her
childhood.




DEDICATION OF THE HISTORICAL MARKER
- It gives me great pleasure and it is an honor for me to
now dedicate this memorial to the great educator, Mr. Ned
E. Williams. . I would like to dedicate this historical
marker to all the alumni of the Ned E. Williams School and

to the friends and descendants of Mr. Ned E. Williams.

I will now read the text of the marker and following
this the marker will be unveiled by Mr. Horace Bryant,

Former Teacher and of the class of 1953.
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History — Med E,Williems High School

Our school was orgenized in 1884 under the name aé Greenville School

from the community in which it was located. Mr. Ned Fdward Williams, a graduate ,

of Bishop College and Tuskegee Institute, Tuskegee,Alsbama was appointed as itts
first Principal and served in this capacity until his death - 1945, The first

faculty of the school consisted of ~ Mr. W. O. Lewis, Mr. Hilburn, Reverend H. Y.Jones

a-nd Mr. John . Lucas,.

At one time there were six schoois in the Eldervilles Common: School
Digtrict nemely, Peatown, Eldervillse, Pleasaht Green,, Greenville, Post Oak and
Easton, Elderville and Peatown schools served the white students of the district
and the remaining four served the colored stu?ents. In 1930 both of the two white schools
were abandoned and the students transferred t§ Longviéw school district, This arrangement
remalns todéy. o
After many years of operation,\the Pleasant Green School was consolidabed with
the Greenville School, Post Qak and Eastbn séhools were constlidated in 1947 and
Easton and the Ned E.Williams High School weré congolidated on Ja nuary 27, 1958,
The Ned E.Willians High School, ;s it is known today, has operated
under three names: Greenville, The Gregg Couﬁty Tréining School and the Ned E.
Williams High School., ?
Growth of the school ias evidencea through progress from the first
four room structure which.was bullt through s;bscriptions to the present plant;
which consglsts of an auditorium, =k agricultﬁral and mechanical shop building,
homemaking building and a modern brick struct;re consisbing oféight ciass'romns,

library, book room, combination science yroom and laboratory, two restrooms,




Williams, History - : Page 2

one utility or storage room and two administrative offices,

Some of the graduates of the school are situated in prominent

positions throughout the nation. They are serving in the Armed Forces, field of

religion, field of medicine and the teaching profession, to nane a few,

are:

Some of the faculty members who have served the school through the years

Mr. W. 0, Lewis

Mr. Hilburn

Mr, John W. Lucas

Reverend H, Y. Jones

Mrs, Mary J. Richards

Mrs. Annie D, Jones

Mrs,., B, Mae Jacobs

Mrs., Allie R, Smith

Mrs, Tommie Sanders Holland
Mrs. Zeffie Roberts Hilbum
Mr. B, H. Moore

In 1943 upsn the dsabh of the founder and firast Peinoipal af the

school, the late Mr. Ned E.Williams who served bhe school for 57 yeérs, E. R.

Williams, his son, was elected District Superintendent, after having served

for 26 years in the system, Mrs. B, Mae Jacobs, was elected as Principal and

served in this 8spacity until May - 1959, at which time she rebired from the

teaching profession, The school has continued to grow the present faculty is

ag follows:

E.R.Williams, Be A., M. A. - Bistrict Superintendent,
Mrs. L. B, Lee, Bs Ao, M.Ed., High School Prineipal
George T. Brittain, B. A., M.Ed., Juior High School Principal
Algie P, Daniels, B. A, - Elementary Principal

George A. Bates, B, A., Science and Mathematics

Mrs. Margarette Cotton, B. A., M.Ed., English

Horace B. Bryant, B . A., Music

C. A.Cobb, B. S., Vocational Agriculture

Miss Clemmie E, Calloway, B. S., Homemaking Education
Mrs. Inez D. Sanders, B, A., Grade 4

Mrs. Ora Brsdford Timberlake, B. A., Grade 5

Mrs. Lena B.. Thurmond, B.A., M. Ede, Grade 3

Mrs. Minnie Bradley, B, A., Grade 2

Mrs. Je Ao Nixson, B.S., Grade 7 -

Mrs. Almora K. Elder, B.A.,M.Ed., Grade 1

Miss L. Y. Bennett, Itinerant Teacher
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v A Bm.ef History' ‘of Elderville Conm on Sehool Dhstrict £ 5
Oregg County, Texas
; Iy
Be Re Willlems = District Superintenrdenk

Part. of this information wvas sescured from tho m;l..ﬁutam ] Lhe
Conmiissioners Court dote —August 22, 1893, in t-he_n'.n.tter of disbributing
Gfagg County into school dist..ricts from déscr.mdmta of the ploneer
setllers whose foreboars fought in the Bottle: of San Jaginto, April 23,
1836, and the History of 'Ehe Creation of Gregg County - by Golinal
Richard B. Levy of Longview, Texas.

District We. 5 vecelved its nane, A]",f.!.d.e:-ﬁ.].}_ﬂ_, feom o plonsey
ferdily, the "Elderef, whc:a_.' ﬁ]}era.t;esd o ghove ol j.'l.‘J\l o, eobhon sod

ardet mlll in the vicinddy.

Sehools and Patyongs .- There were at one time, si: seiacla fn
the district, nemely: Poctown, Mlderville, Wlepsnub Cisen, (rotnsd e,
Post Oak and Eacton.

The Elderville High School was located In the souibere peryi of ble )

{

disbrict for white students and was a éourrby line school., IThs stutenis
consisted of d@qcendautm of pioneex‘ fanilies, as the hitchells, whcan |
family the Wilson®s came’ to Tex.as in 1850 and still maintedn the |
hemestead. W. G. I-'it-chell,._Sro s 1‘1as'sarwd on the school Board ncerly’

4O years and is now Prasiden‘hé P, Mo Cock served for many ysavre &s ‘t‘,rust-ee., _
The Cunyas, ‘.-Rlittingtons__, Buti.'s , Orables, Diskinsons, VWetsone, Osens, Angels,
Wrights, Blackbwms, Prethes, Kurphies, _Gladneyu s Austins, Burtons,

Wyshes have all contributed to the history and develepment of this ssction.
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The inflmznca' of the'se- I"unilieé' i:.ave heen .f.‘elt in law, education, rellgion, ci_v.’i.c-.

" pride and a 1ifting of economic: rtandards fcnr all cit-izuns.. The early teachers
-'of the Elderville school weretl d.ss Hariah Nitchell-—pioneer, The Reverend
A, W, Livsey who taught for man,;r yeara untii his deeLh Hr., Lon Liv rar-dis sen,
Mr, Roberson and othersa ' | 7
The Peatown school (or ginall*r known as Eldervjl]e schecol) wag loeabed
a few miles west of Flderville e shool and vas 50 closely intorvoven t-r.r.i,;y‘gggialr
unbil a line of demercalion %s ¢ Lfficuls to draw,  Some Tanll? '5—'*.” nav'i}"a c:'s.;g.::,xi'r-':ld
in the operation of both schot:-ls."‘., With such increcu.b‘le closeness th ¢ writer
wag never =.\Tc.n3.__.e to sccurately .un;_'._'wbain {ute what two parta the commibles
were alvildad ,‘. Tn 1930 both sch_ools'- ﬁ_&:ra ébmad;mad and the vi,‘c-‘ca TR
transierred t_n:a.’t-he schooly '.'q.t} the lmrag:vién; é‘chﬁul c?:l.a‘tx‘_.i.ct,, snch arvenecenh emdnmn
Loday., . - .
he Oolovad odbiunan x-r of‘ th.l.u ;mr't. el . Gr@m; er.at,p have plerad wll

their part in naking this a co_.l._t:_'nql P pleturasqus ead highly dealvshile ploce "'x‘ |
li“_@; ; - . ' .

- Among the earliest ]s.nd ownera are tha Mac‘c Seaters, Sr., vho were
encouraged to purchase land for home and tamily use by tha lake ¥rn, dong E-tl.tcb;r-z.'!.l},
Others then followed: Danlels; Garrtlaona, Britteins, Foberls, Eorders, Shedrick
Jones, Edwards, Woodarda, L_ucae., _!Iughaa , Williams, qun;r Tanilies murrhu iho o
ingpiretion from thess pi.oneezsﬁnd l‘k?m@ buying became the gregtest inbevest,

"To accummodate the chilclra:.i. of t;heee early famllles, mchooln sprang up
nanely: Pleasant Oreen, Post Oak s.md Ensbono | | o

After many yesrs of opsratlon 'uhe Plensant Green :ac'huo'!. WRS con-aalidattafi

with the Ned E, Williama achool and in 191;7 the Post Oalf and Faston st,hucﬂs were |
' cunz,olidated







NED E. WILLIAMS SCHOOL

1883 - 1969

On this site in 1883, an all colored school named Greenville
was established in the Elderville Common School District by
Ned E. Williams. This school was built to accomodate the
children of the neﬁly organized District # 5 of Gregg
County, which included Pleasant Green, Elderville,
Greenville, Post Oak and Easton. In 1918, the school's name
was changed to Gregg County Training School. Mr. Williams
became the first principal and upon his death in 1945 was
honored by having the school named for him and his 57 years

of service to the education cof children.

His son, E. R. Williams, followed his father at the school
as principal and was later named district superintendent.
Mrs. Edna Mae Jacobs theén became the first black woman to

serve as this school's principal.

~ A modern brick structure was built in 1964 and closed in
1969 when this school consolidated with Longview Independent

School District.

Professor Ned E. Williams' teaching of the better ways of

living to the youth of this community shall live forever.




Dedication of a Historical Heritage Marker

Ned ‘E. Williams School
- 1883-1969

Former Site of
Greenwille Gregy County Training School
Ned. ‘E. Williams High School

Saturday, July 6, 1996
10:00 a.m.

Sponsored by
Ned E. Williams Alumni




Ned E. Williams School
1883-1969

On this site in 1883, an all colored school named Greenville
was established in the Elderville Common School District by
Ned E. Williams. This school was built to accommodate the
children of the newly organized District #5 of Gregg County,
which included Pleasant Green, Elderville, Greenville, Post
Qak and Easton. In 1918, the school’s name was changed to
Gregg County Training School. Mr. Williams became the first
principal and upon his death in 1945 was honored by having
the school named for him and his 57 years of service to the
education of children.

His son, E.R. Williams, followed his father at the school as
principal and was later named district superintendent. Mrs.
Edna Mae Jacobs then became the first black woman to serve
as this school’s principal.

A modern brick structure was built in 1964 and closed 1n
1969 when this school consolidated with Longview Indepen-
dent Schooi District.

Professor Ned E. Williams’ teaching of the better ways of
living to the youth of this community shall live forever.




‘Program

Mistress of Ceremony .....c.ocvveevieenninnnans Lucy A. Dixon, Chairperson
Historical Committee, Class 1953

| F9N720 67 15100 DUDUURUUOR OO OO PR Rev. Robert L. Davis,
Pastor, Pleasant Green Baptist Church

WEICOME ..ot cirs e Mr. Weldon “Tip” Moore,
Class of 1950

Introduction of Special
GUEST evviieeeeieiee e ceesane s Mr. George Bates,
Executive Director, Ned E. Williams
Reunion Committee, Class of 1950

REMArKS ..vveeeeereeeiriieeriiecreeniinnt et Mr. Charles H. Lee,
Former Principal, Ned E. Williams

Mr. Woodard Roberts,

Former Principal & Community Leader

Dedication and Reading .......cccoovevvvviciniiinniiininenin. Dr. Norma Black,
Chairman, Gregg County Historical Commission

Unveiling of Marker.........ccoooovnini, Mr. Horace Bryant,
Former Teacher, Class of 1953

Response ........ceveees Mr. James Elton Williams, Son of E.R. Williams
and Grandson of Professor Williams,
Class of 1947

Gift to the Community ............... Mr. Melvin Snoddy, Property Owner,

Class of 1967
Ned E. Williams School Song ......ccocvveeinninnvcinininnnnne. Alumni Choir,
Mrs. Loretta Robinson Goree,
Director, Class of 1947
BenediCtion .....occvveeveeeriiiree e Mr. Danny Craig
' LISD Board Member

ChOral BeNEICHON «.....eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeteeeeeeee e eeteeevesenesese e ereseranessaees Choir

Please remain for pictures of the Williams Family,
Special Guests and the Pioneers of the Community
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Trustees

TRUSTEES OF DISTRICT NO. 5
Mr. Gardner William Mitchell - 40 Years
Mr. PM., Cocke
Mr. Louis Ballenger
Mr. Harvey Butts
Mr. Dump Roberts
Mr. J.R. Earles
Mr. Gus Roberts
Mr. HY. Jones

Early Land Owners

Mrs. Anna Mitchell highly encouraged blacks to purchase land for homes and family
use. Namely Mr. Mack Sanders, others followed, the Daniels, Garrisons, Brittains,
Roberts, Borders, Edwards, Woodards, Lucases, Hughes, Gordons, Williams and

Shedrick Jones.

A tree will be given in
memory of each teacher or employee
by Texas A & M University.

Teachers

Early Pioneer Teachers of the Black School were John W. Lucas, the Reverend
H.Y. Jones, W.M. Daniels, Mary J. Jones, Dr. J.H. Dodd, Ned E. Williams and Mrs.
Annie Williams, Mrs. Edna Mae Jacobs, Mrs. Leola B. Lee, Mrs. Jannie A. Nixson,
Mr. C.A. Cobb, Mr. E.H. Moore, Mr. Lena B. Thurmon, Mrs. Annie D. Jones, Mrs.
Mary J. Bryant, Mr. George E. Brittain, Mr. E.R. Williams, Mrs. Nellie B. Robinson,
Mrs. Dolores Robinson Crawford, Mrs. Zeffie Roberts, Mrs. Ella Sanders, Mrs. N ancy
Dodd, Mrs. Lenora Fowler, Mrs. Allie Rene Hall Alexander, Mrs. Tommie Sanders,
Mrs. Varrie E. Portley Bryant, Miss Clemmie E. Calloway, Mrs. Minnie Bradley,
Mrs. Margaret Cotton, Mrs. Almora Elder, Mr. Inez McAfee, Mrs. Ora B. Timberlake,
Mrs. Annie L. Davis, Mrs. Dorothy Daniels, County School Nurse Reba Sanders
Bush, Bus Drivers Mr. Val Coleman, Mr. Oney Daniels, Mr. Henry Pegues, Mr. A.C.
Garrett




Congratulations and Best Wishes

Lilla V. Jamison
+4+4
In Honor of J.W. Bryant
1946 Cum Laude

50th Anniversary
by Horace Bryant 53

++ 4
Congratulations &

Best Wishes
Pauline & Bob Stoker

+4 94

Congratulations on your
Preservation of History —
Keep The Dream Alive.
Varrie Portley Bryant

Congratulations & Best Wishes from
H.J. Butts Family

+4+ 4
Congratulations on the
Dedication of the
‘Historical Heritage Marker
Mr. & Mrs. M.T. Sanders
v+

Congratulations & Keep
The Dream Alive!
Judge & Mrs. Johnnie Brashear

+44

Keep your hopes and dreams alive.
Congratulations and Best Wishes.
My first year of teaching was 1929.
Mrs. Eula Bell

Memorials

In remembrance of my
Grandfather Legacy
Praofessor Ned E. Williams
Winston A. Williams
v+
In Loving Memory of
My Sisters
Mrs. Catherine Flanagan Morris-Lars
Mrs. Hattie Lorene Morris Webb
Mrs. Berta Morris Harris
++4
In Loving Memory of my Husband
Archie D, Garrett
Lorean M. Garrett
v+
In Loving Memory of
Judge & Mrs. Fred Erisman
Emily Erisman Myers

In Loving Memory of My Dad
Mr. John H. Blanton
who taught and demonstrated character,
honesty, integrity, love and
caring for the needs of others
Lucy Dixon, Retired LISD Administrator
Johnnie Brashear, Elem. Principal, Dallas ISD

v+ 4
In Loving Memory of
Myr. & Mrs. Harvey Brittian &
Mrs. Dorie Brittian Johnson (Sister)
Odie L. Beaty

+4 4

In Loving Memory of
Mr. C.A. Cobb
The Cobb Family

+44

In Loving Memory of My Mother
Mrs. Minnie Bradley
Joe L. Bradley




In Loving Memory of
My Grandfather
Professor Ned E. Williams
Lois Wade Costille
++ 4
In Loving Memory of
My Father
Myr. Paul Hutchins, Sr.
Brothers
Mr. Paul Hutchins, Jr.
Mr. Reginald Hutchins
Mr, Y.D. Hutchins
-Rochelle Hutchins Buggs
+ 4+ 4

In Loving Memory of
Our Mother
Mrs. Lena B Thurmond Bradley
Your Children
Lorene Thurmond Blackshere
Opha Thurmond Holland
Verdean Thurmond Goodlow
Carnell Thurmond Hilburn

+ 44
In Loving Memory of
Our Loving Parents, Brothers & Sisters
Mr. & Mrs. Gaddie Jones, Parents
Mrs. Fannie Mae Jones Willis, Sister
Mrs. Verdia Jones, Sister
Mr. G.D. Jones, Jr., Brother

+44

In Loving Memory of
John Henry Garrison
Willie Mae Garrison, Wife
Annie M. Davis, Daughter
Jammie Garrison

Gwen Smith & Gloria Collins, Granddaughters

+4+ 4
In Loving Memory of
My Aunt Elvie Roberts
Loving Yours, Dorothy Jean Mitchel

+ 44
In Loving Memory of my
Loving Parents

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Pegues
Wilbert & Etta Pegues & Family

“In Memory of the Legacy Endowed by God”
Mpr. Elsie R. Williams, Grandfather
Professor Ned E. Williams,

Great Grandfather
Lovingly Yours,

Great Great Granddaughter
Jacqueline K. (Williams) Thornton

++ 4

In Loving Memory of

Harvey Boyd
Uncle & Classmate
Pearlie Smith Wallace, Niece

44

In Loving Memory of
Earnest Jones Sr.
Mrs. Ethel Jones
Mrs. Carmenia Jones Anderson
" Mr. & Mrs. Eamest Jones, Jr. & Family

s+

In Memory of
My Dad & Mother
E.H. Moore Sr. & Zelma L. Moore
E.H. Moore Jr.

+4+

In Memoriam

Mr. Monnie Bryant, Sr.

Mrs. Harriet Bryant

My Parents
Horace Bryant & Family
+ 44
In Loving Memory of
Mrs. Rebecca Sanders Mills

Your Sister
Mrs. Charleye Mae Bruce

+44

In Loving Memory of My Parents
Eugene & Willie Aaron Whitaker
Williec Gene Whitaker & Family

44

In Loving Memory of
Mr. Monroe Gordon
~ Your Daughters’
Mrs. Mattie B. Gordon Butler
Mrs. Eddie Lee Gordon Williams




Professor Ned E. Williams
Founder

Mprs. Edna Mae Jacobs
1st Black Lady Principal

Mr. E.R. Williamns, Principal
District Superintendent

Leola B. Lee
Last Interim Lady Principal




Congratulations and Best Wishes

Greenville, Gregg County Training School
Ned ‘E. Williams School Alumni

Guardians of the Dreams

This is one of the happiest days of my life. A dream that has become a reality!! As
stated in the acknowledgments during the closing ceremony at the 1986 school re-
union, my sister Johnnie Blanton Brashear stated in her vision for the future, a His-
torical Marker be erected on the school grounds. Following the close of our first
reunion, three of my classmates suggested we take this on as a project. Mr. Robert
Henry Calloway, Mrs. Billie Jo Moore Thurmond and Mrs. Jewel Bradford
Slayton. Unfortunately, all three have passed onand we only have their wishes, dreams
and spirits with us today.

[ enjoyed the research. I learned a lot about our history and legacy. I have been con-
tacted to write a book, non committed. There are so many people to thank. I would
like to say “Thanks” to our many friends, classmates, faculty, family and community.
A special thanks to Mr. James Elton Williams for the memoirs of his dad and grand-
father; Mrs. Helen Ruth Williams Wright, my two community consultants, Mrs. Doshia
Roberts and Mrs. Ethel Jones, who without their encouragement, understanding,
prayers, support, and a huge wealth of knowledge of the history of Greenville School
and the community this project would not have been completed.

Last, but not least, Mr. Frank (Bud) Lucy, for memoirs and history of Gregg County.
Special thanks to the members of our Historical Heritage Committee: Hosea Hutchins,
Pauline Stoker, Ruby Portley, Horace B. Bryant, Esterlene Austin, Loretta Goree,
Carmenia Anderson. With your help and God’s blessing our dreams have become a
reality. To my dear departed classmates, we did it! I couldn’t give up because of my
promise and commitment to you. We bring out the true meaning of being Guardians
of the Dream. Our task is completed as we celebrate the dedication and unveiling of
the Historical Heritage Marker of the Ned E. Williams School.

Thanks Again,
Mrs. Lucy A. Blanton Dixon
Class 1953

Hats off to Hosea Hutchins for his true dedication and sacrifice.
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East
Galendar

Joan
Rathbun-

¥ Extending the Use of Your PC, 8
am.-3 p.m. today-Wednesday, Kilgore
College Longview Center, computer
repair lab, 300 N. High. Includes
installing CD ROM, adding memory,
adding modem. Fee $75, including
CEU credit. Information; 753-2642 or
983-8281.

M Deep East Texas A&M Club, noon

today, Canton Restaurani. Speaker:
Van Craddoclc. Cost: $5 meal. Infor-
“mation: V.G. Rollins, 758-2336.

@ Thanksgiving Food Drive starlup
meeting, 1:30 p.m. today, KFRO.
Information;  Mary  Helen Bair,

Steakhouse. Information:  Bonnie

Barker, 759-4188.

M Longview Opera Repertory Com-
pany tickets available for June 13, 15
performances of “Tosca." Cost $20
adults, $10 students. Information: 234-
1300, 11 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

B Single Direction, adult Christian
organization, Boot 'N Scoot pariy,
8-11 p.m. ‘Saturday, Woodland Chris-
tian Church, South High and Richard-
son sireets, Music by the band Seif-
Employed. No alcohol. Admission: $5
Information; 753-1271. '

B East Texas Area Camp Fire sum-
mer day camps, July 8-12 and July
15-19. Kindergarten-fifth grade. Reg-
istration deadline Friday. Informa-
tion: Marcia Dean, 759-1726 or
1-800-700-6918. :

& Ned E. Williams High School
Reunion and dedication of histori-
cal marker, July 5-6. Need information

- on all classmates. Donations accepted

for marker. Information: Lucy Blanton
Dixon, 643-3978, George Bates, 643-
2420, or Ruby J. Portley, 643-7370.
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Alumni to dedicate historical marker at old school site

£rom Staff Reports
Alumni of the Ned E. Williams
School will sponsor the dedication
"of a historical heritage marker at
. 10 am, Saturday at the former site
of the campus. : :
The school was located on FM
349, two miles east of the Gregg
County Airport. Dr. Norman Black,
chairman of the Gregg County His-

torical Commission, will participate

in the ceremony, along with
former students and faculty of
the school. A picnic lunch will be
held after the ceremony. Barbe-
cue will be served at a cost of $6
per person. . ‘

Lucy Dixon, a 1953 graduate of
Ned E. Williams and retired
assistant principal of Longview
High School, is chairing the
event. :

The Ned E. Williams School
was closed in 1969, when it con-
solidated with LISD,

Williams started the school,
then named Greenville, in 1883
to accommodate black children in
the Elderville Common School

District. In 1918, the school’s .

name was changed to Gregg
County Training School. Will-

iams became the first principal

and upon his death'in 1945 was
honored by having the school
named for him after 57 years of
service to children. S
His son, E.R. Williams, followed
the founder as principal and was
later named district superinten-
dent. Edna Mae Jacobs then
became the first black woman to
serve as this school’s principal.
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[LOCAL

By Jeorge Zarazua
Stalff Writer

ELDERVILLE — A Historical
Heritage Marker was unveiled
Saturday on the site where the
Ned E. Williams School once
stood, bringing “oohs” and
“aghs” from the audience.

“Oh, that’s beautiful,” a lady
in the audience of about 50 said.

“Very  beautiful,” another
replied.

Those gathering, mostly made
up of of alumni celebrating their
sixth school reunion, later took
turns having their pictures taken
beside the marker bearing a
laser-edged likeness of the school
building,

The picture’s silver lining
reflected the afternoon’s hot
sunlight.

Earlier in the program, several
people, including alumni and fae-
ulty of the school, expressed their
appreciation for those who
helped establish the marker,

“Nobody knows how much this
means to the family, the commu-
nity and the state of Texas,” said
James Elton Williams, whose
father and grandfather both
served as the first principals of
the school. “Words cannot
express our appreciation.”

It was more than a century
ago, in 1883, that Ned E. Will-
fams established and became the
first principal of the ali-colored
school in the Elderville Common
School District.

At the time, the school was
named Greenville and accommo-
dated the children of the newly
organized District No. 5 of Gregg
County, which included Pleasant
Green, ZElderville, - Greenville,

Post Oak and Easton. '

In 1918, the school’s name was
changed to Gregg County T'rain-
ing School. It wasn’t until

Remember when...

Former students gathered Saturday to reminisce, dedicate a historical marker

apm n-DavislSta Phtograp er

Loretta Robinson-Goree, far right, leads a group of of a historical marker Saturday morning on the site
class alumni in the school song after the dedication  where Ned E. Williams School once stood..

Williams’ death in 1945 that the
school was named for him, hon-

oring his 57 years of educational

service,

‘The Ned E. Williams  School

closed in, 1969, five years after it

was consolidated with the Long-

view " Schiol
District.

On Saturday, ail that remained
of the school was the concrete
foundation of the gymnasium
that had also served as an audi-
torium. A raised platform toward
the corner of the foundation
marked where the stage once

Independent

stood. Tronically, basketball goals
have since been positioned so
that people can still make use of

the gymnasium floor.
The land where the Ned E.
Williams School stood was

recently purchased by Melvin
Snoddy, who served as president

of the school’s student council in

1966, ' .

Snoddy, with the help of Lucy
A. Dixon and the school’s histori-
cal committee, established the
marker and donated the land for
community use.

“I wanted to make sure we gat

a marker to symbolize our heri-
tage,” said Dixon, chairperson of
the historical committee.

Charles H. Lee, who served as
the last principal of the Williams
school, said the school will be
remembered as a place where
everyone — teachers, students
and the community — worked
together.

“An expression of love was
present in this school,” Lee
said.“This further expresses our

‘respect and love,” said alumnus

Marvin Calloway, referring to the
effort made by alumni to dedicate
the marker. - :




KILGORE NEWS HERALD

Wednesday, July 31, 1996

HISTORICAL HERITAGE -— Judy
Bryant Cotton of the Class of 1959, left, and
her brother, Horace Bryant of the Class of
1953, right, recently stood in front of the
marker dedicated in remembrance of the Ned
E. Williams High School (1883-1970) during
the school's sixth reunion. The school, which

was named for their uncle, was closed

because of court ordered integration, and the

building later demolished. Ms. Bryant is a
longtime teacher of KISD and now teaches at
Kilgore Intermediate' School. -Cotton retired
from Longview ISD in 1990 and is now a
substitute teacher at Maude Laird Middle
School and Overton Junior and Senior High
Schools. (Photo provided by the Cotton-
Bryant family) _ .
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