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Cleaning Stone

Before cleaning any stong. carefully
" check its condition. If the surface readily
. falls away, or you notice othier conditions
 that indicate the stone is britile or vuiner-
-~ able, do not clean it. Cleaning may imepa:
' * rably damage the surface.

' The Cleaning Process

I. Use a nondonic soap. One of the most
readily available soaps is Onvus®,
commaonly used in association with
horse and sheep husbandry. it canbe
found in feed stores. Mix a solution of
one heaping tablespoon of Orvus® 10
one gallon of clean water (it comes in
either liguid or pastes form).

2, Pre-wet the stone thoroughly with
clean water and keep the stone wert
curing the entire washing process,
)' 3. Thoroughly wash the WET sione using
. NATURAL BRISTLED, WOODEN
'HANDLED BRUSHES of various sizes.
The use of plastic handles is not rec-
ommended, as color from the handies
may leave material on the sione that
will he very difficult 10 re-
move,

4. Be THOROUGH, Wash ail
surfaces and rinse thor
oughily with lots of clean
waier.

5. when cleaning marble or
limestone. one fablespoon
of household amymonia can
be added to the above mix
ure 10 help remove some

- greases and oils. Do not
LSE amMMOnia on or near
any bronze or other metal

- elemenis.

4. Lichens and algae can be
removed by first thorcughly soaking
the stone and then using a wooden

3.
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scraper to gently remove the biological
growth. This process may need 1o be
repeated several tmes,

Not all stains can be removed. Do not
expect the $iones 10 appear new after
cleaning.

Do nat cean marble. limesione or
sandstone More theas once gvery 18
months, Everny cleaning removes
some of the face of he stonc. How:
ever, occasionally rinsing with clean
water 1o remove bird droppings and
other accretions is acceptable.

Keep a simple weatment record of the
cleaning, inciuding date of cleaning.

materials used and any change incon-

dition since last cleaning such as
missing parts, draftiti ana other dany
age). These records should be kept o
a central location where the condition
of the stones can be monitored over
e

Developed from deaia supplicd by John R Lennis.
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Family member cleans a sione at
Qakweood Cemetery in Austin,



