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LONGVIEW JUNCITON

Longview Junction began in 1873 when the International Railway
Compan& (became International and Great Northern <I&GN> Railroad
Company that same yvear) complebed its line ffom Hearne, Texas, to
Longview, Texas. In 1871 Longview became the western terminus of the
Southern Pacific Hailway (became Texas and Pacific <1&P> Railway later
that year).?t i@ngview became the junction location when construction
of the Southern Pacific stalled and the International Railroad was
ready to proceed.?

The T&P depol was in downtown Longview on North Fredonia Street.
The I&GN tracks connected with those of the T&P aboubt a mile east of
the depot. The area surrounding this link became known as "Longview
Junction.”®  The leocality is referenced in several ways: A common
term used is "The Junction" while early street references simply refer
o "Junction. "4 s

The earliest documentation of the Tirst Junction Depot is 1881,
An illustration, drawn by Father Frederick P. Garesche (1825—19105;g
depicts the depot in a rural setting with a large house on a ﬁearby
hili. ®

A land transfer from John R. Magrill and his wife, Elizabeth A.
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Magrill to International Railroad Company on March 14, 1872, began the
development of Longview Junction. The Magrills sold "Lwo hﬁndred and
forty—four and a half (244-1/2) acres of land . . . to the railroad
company” for “six thousand one hundred snd twelve gold dollars.”8

A deed dated Septembér 15, 1874, traces ownership of this land
from bthe International and Grealt Northern Railroad Cnmpaﬁy to Edwin IF.
Hatfield, Jr., for "One Doilar and other good and gufficient consider-
ations.” This tranafer of land was "subject to the terms of an
agreement made by and between the International Hailroad Company and
the ?exas and Pacific Railpbad«Company for the joint occupancy of the
land at Longview Junction.”7 This is one of the first recorded
documents referring to "lLongview Junction.”

The railroad company excluded éome of the original Magrill land in
this sale. It retained ownership of lands at the Junction for a right-
of—-way not exceeding two hundred (200) feet in width along the vrailway
line. 'The company reserved for sidings, section houses, depot
grounds, machines and repair shops, turn tables, cattle yvards and the
'grounds at and around stations, necessary for the use and operations of
said railrcad . . .."B

On October B, 1874, K. ¥'. Hatfield, Jr. sold the land to Texas
Land Company for “"One Doliar and other good and sufficient consider-

ations.”® Texas Land Company began selling individual lots according

8 NDeed_ Records, Ufshur County, Texas, Vol. 0O, p. 362Z2.
7 Peed Records, Gregg County, Texas, Vol. A, p. 597.

g Tbid.

& Ibid., p. 5H99.



to the map recorded in Gregg County Deed Records, Book A, Page 266.

The I&GN Railroad Company issued a quit claim deed to the 'T&P
Railway Company on November 27, 1877. This deed covered “certain land,
" lot or property, situated inIGregg Cduﬁty, Texas, at and near the point
where the lines of the rovad of the sai& companies croas each other,
Enown as lLongview Junctimn-flﬂ This established the T&P as the
predominate east/west rail line and the I&GN as the major north/south
. line.

On April 4, 1877, the Longview and Sabine Valley Railway Company
feceived a charter to build a line from Longview, Texas,.sbutherly to
Sabine Pass on the Gulf of Mexico. By April 11, 1878, the company
completed twelve miles of three-feet, narrow gauge railroad from
Longview to Camden, (now Easton) Texas. The T&P was a standard gauge
road. This required all prassengers and freight destined for points on
ﬁhe narrow gauge Lo change trains aﬁ Longview because cars could not be
interchanged. ‘The Longview and Sabine Valley Railway Company was
deeded to the Galveston, Sabine énd 8t. Louis Railway Company in
January 1883. The new company built 11 miles of additional narrow
gauge to Martin’s Creek (near present day Tatum) during 1884/85. This
railway company was placed in the hands of a receiver on January 15,
1886, and converted to standard gauge during that year.ilt

The Galveston. Sabine and St. Louis Railway Company was conveyed
to the Texas, Sabine Valley and Northwestern Railway Co., on June 22,

1888. The Texas and Gulf Railway Company purchased this line in

10 Thid., Vol. D, p. 266.
11 Hubbard, op. cil.
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December 1904_1é

On April 1, 1806, Santa Fe Railway bought the Texas aﬁd Gulf
Railway Company. which owned the 1ine‘then extending from Longview
south to Carthage. By 1809 completed tracks from Carphage to Center
hade a continuous rail line from the Gulf of Mexico to Longview
Junction.12

The Port Bolivar and-iron Ore (PB&%I10O) Railroad was another short
line railroad which coﬁtributed to Longview Junction. About 1910 Col.
I.. P. Feabherstone, a nationally known promoter from the Easlt, settled
‘near Longview. The deposits of superior iron ore Enown to exist about
30 miles north of Longview, near-presentlLone Star, Texas, impressed
Featherstone. He established a new town, Ore City, with the intention
of mining the ore and builﬂing a rail line to transport it.14 He
visuvalized shipping the iron ore from Ore City to Port Bolivar, Texas,
then by intracoastal barges up the Alabama River to the afea of
Birmingham. Another market possibility was Pittsburg, Pennsylvania.
The ore would reach that destination via the Mississippi and Ohio
Rivers. 18

The Santa.Fe Railway Company finencially assisted Col-.FEatherm
gtone in the building of his railroad from Ore City to Longview

Junction. The Santa Fe leased and operated the rail 1ine from 1914 to

12 Hubbard, op. cit.

13 Longview Morning Journal, Centennial Ed., Railroad Section, p-
7, May 3, 1970. '

14 Ibid.

15 Louie G. Bryan, "The Port Bolivar & Iron Ore Railroad", audio
tape, Gregg County Historical Society, Sept. 28, 1978.
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1820_.1%2 The plan failed to develop when the large eastern steel
companies refused to buy the ore. The mining ceased and Lhe railroad
could not financially survive. The Texas Railroad Commission denied
the company s request to discontinue the line. Eventually all the
equipment moved to Longview Junction. In 1929 bthe Port Holivar and
Iron Ore Railroad made its last run. After the little train 1eft Ore
City on its final Jjourney to lLongview, every bridge and trestlie it
crossed immediately caught fire and burned. 17

In 1936 the Exxon Pipeline’Company acquired a 12-mile stretch of
. thé old Port Bolivar and Iron Ore Railway right-of-way to lay its
lines. This span ran northerly from the rail line’s intersection with
the Santa Fe tracks at the Junction. Later, Robert Cargill, Longview
civic leader and industrialist, acquired the right-of-way and donated
it to the City of lLongview for park purposes. The Exxon Pipeline
Company had maintained the right-of-way as an informal playground.
Work on the park began in lQ?OIWith the laving of a wide, asphalt
ﬁedestrian and bicycle trail. The Longview city park department and
various Longview garden clubs.began beautifying sections of the park,
which had a heavy coﬁer of trees and native shrubs along its edges. In
January 1973 the Department of the Interior designated the two-mile
gstretch of greenbelt, now known as Cargill Long Park, as a Nﬁtional
Trail; The restful sense of tranguility along the 100-150 foot wide

pathway is unusual in that it was developed on the right-of-way of two

18  Jppgview Morning sJourpal.. op. cit.

17 Doyal T. lLoyd, A_Historyv of Upshur Countv. Texas, Gilmer
Mirror, 19686, p. 73.
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Exxon Pipeline Company pirelines with traces of the long-abandoned
railroad discernible in the forested embankments 1ining the park.1i8

in the early 1880s the name Longview Junction soon applied to a
flourishing community which developed around the junction tra&ké.
Construction of dwellings and businesses for the railroad industry and
its workers subgstantiated itg growth. Nineteenth céntury newspaper
accounts follow the Junchtion’s progress: "The Junetion continmues to
" improve. 12 "Junction boomed smince last year."2¢ An advertisement.,
Pecember 23, 1882 -~ "R. R. Chaney and Co., Dealers in Staple and Fauncy
tiroceries, Longview Jdunction, Texas."2%* “The Junction continues to
improve and expects still greater.developments in the near future.”
“The numerous neat cottages at the junction is evidence that their
owners are satisfied that the junction is a fixed fact, and is.
_destined to become no small portion of the city.” “The health of the
“Junction is excellent, which fact fixes it in the minds of all that in
asettling there; men of.families will have nothing to fear as to the °
health of their loved ones."2=2

By 18B3 the newspaper accounts begin to reflect an established,

expanding community: “The Junction boom does not weaken in the least.

Property there went up fully one hundred per cent in one day last week.

18 Records, Longview Parks and Leisure Services.

1% The Jdexas New Era, "Town and County"”, Longview, Texas, Aug. 6,
1881. ‘ '

20 [ongview Democrat, “Junction Notes", Mar. 10, 1882.

21 The Texas MNew FEra.

22 Ibid., "Junction Jottings”, Oct. 20, 1882.



We rejoice with our Junction friends at their prosperity and hope that
the boom may make “"em all rich apd happy.”22  “"The Junction boom is
mmﬂngahwmmfewwydmh" "For Sale: Two houses and lots at
'Longview Junction — $600.00."24 "The Junction continunes to be htalked
about as the most lively portion of our town. 26

The Longview Democrat., June 1, 1883, reports on the quality of
life at the Junction: "Improvements At The Junction. Among the
numerous fine dwellings being erected at the Junction: Sam Wright is
having one of the best residences built that the city can boast of. R.
_ R. Chaney is building another, as neat and pretty as can be asked for.
“A. B. Ellison, Chief traimn dispatcher, is building an addition.to his
new house and clearing ground whereon to erect two other handsome
dwellings. T. M. Clawson, train dispatcher, is building a fine
residence. Col. Wilkerson has the foundation laid for an extra large
and fine dwelling."28 The newspaper tells about a church: New
Catholic Chbhurch At The Junction. Jobn O Byrn (sic), Wm. ¥. Casey and
- James Gibbons, trustees, have bought and paid for 3 lots at the
Junction, on which a Catholic Church will be imwediately commenced.
The plan of the building calls for a structure 50X75 to be built in
that style of architecture so long used by Catholics — grand, imposing

and beautiful. The inside work is to be properly and elegantly

23 Ibid., "Town and County", Mar. 31, 1883.
24 Tbhid., Mar. 24, 1883.
25 Ibid., Apr. 21, 1B83.

28 [ongview Democrat, June 1, 1883.



finished. 'The donations already amount: to a goodly sum. The
'émployees of the roads centering at the Jﬁnction will undoubbedly.
furnish the moﬁey with which it is to be built - one man, John O Byrn
{sic), having already contributed 10,000 feet of lunber_ "7

Even though the population of the Junction continually increased,
townspeople considered it “"out in the country."” Workmen lived near
their work or worked near where they lived. In those horse and buggy
| days few could afford to own a "rig." Streets and roads were uot
paved. They were a sea of mud in rainy weather, rough and dusty when
the weather was dry. 1t was a long walk from downtown Longview to
Longview Junction under any conditions. However, it was a nemassity
for many people to go from one to the other.28

A primary reason for finding a solution was the location of the
tfain depots. The maiﬁ T&P depot was downbtown, but there waé also one
af the Jﬂnétion- The I&GN depot was at the Junction. Hacks were
available but they were scarce and fares expensive.=2P

Local businessmen recognized the need for inexpensive, reliable
and comfortable transportation. The scolution was a street railway
prowered by mules as the invention of the electric trolley was yet_to
be. Seven lLongview businessmen formed a corporation on June Q, 18843,
under the name of Longview and Junction Railway Company "fqr the

purpose of the construction and maintenance of a street railway and

27 JThid.

_ 28 RBill Rattley, "Fact Sheet -+ Longview & Junction Railway
Company, Longview, Texas", unpublished paper, 'fvler, Texas, n.d.

28 Ibid.

(s



operating the same between and beyond the city of'LongvieW, and the
International and Great Northern Railroad Cémpany Junction in Gregg
County, Texas, in and adjoining aaid‘city, and also in, upon and
through all such parts of Gregg County, Texas, as may be continuations
of said streets and alleys, or of said Reilways."S8¢

The Longview and Junction Railway Company petitioned the Commis-
gioners Court of Gregg County on June 20, 1883, stating that “said
railway is to be speedily built connecting the City of Longview and
said Junctimﬁ - - -." YThe Corporation reguested sole and exclusive
right-of-way for fifty yvears for the Street.Railway, either or both as
a horse or sbeam railway or other power as Lthe Company may think
“proper. This included as many double tracks and all necessary switches
énd turnouts as the Company deemed necessary or its business required
for the public accommodation,;déménd and convenience. On June 28,
1883, the Commissioners Courthgranted Longview and Junction Railway
its petition.®81 Work began on the railway before tbe éompletion of
legal paperwork. The Texas New Era reported on May 5, 1883: “The
street Railway is beginning to boom.™ |

The rail line began at'th@ depot on Fredoniﬁ Stfeeﬁ, ran noyth on
Fredonia two blocks to Methvin Street, turned east on Methvin to the
.Junction where it ended at Sixth Street.32 A small cabin on the

northeast corner of Methvin and Sixth Streets housed the mules and

80 Charter of the Longview & Junction Railway. Company, Dept. of
State, dJun. 11, 1883.

31 Commissioners Minutes of Gresg Countyv. Texas. Book "B”, pp.
121-123. : :

82 Rattley, op. cit.



cars. 83

The total lengbth of the line was .63 of o mile, about 3,300 feetl.
Thus the Longview and Junction Railway Company was one of the shortest
streetway systems in the Nation.34

.The gtreet railway began with one car and one mule.?®® The Texas
New_Era proudly reported to its readers on September 29, 1883: “The
‘street cars have been rumming regularly the past week and we are
informed that they are paying the company handsomely.” The rail line
was not without its problems: "The placing of torpedoes on the street
railway track by some bad boja iz guite an annoyance to the car
drivers and might result in demage to the company. ‘Those bovs should
.be severely punished and made to understend that such conduct is not
aﬁprohated<"55

A major.construction project, "Mobberley s (sic) New Junchtion
Hofel" was underway at the Junction on December 14, 1883: “J. M.
Mobberley s (sic) new three story brick hotel is progressing sabis—
_factovy. It is located between the Glass House and the Barner Bros;
office, will be B6X60. with about 75 rooms, well appointed . . .."
"It is really supplying a want that has existed for years to the

almost intolerable amnoyvance of the travelihg public and the railroad

33 [bhid. This building appears on the October 1896 map of
Longview, Tx., published by the Sanborn-Perris Map Co., Limited, New
York.

B34 Thid.

86 Joid.

88 The Texas New Ira, Sept. 29, 1883.
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men who had to live at the Junction."87 The hotel was among tﬁe
finesﬁ in the region when it opened in April 1884. The brick structure
was the scene of many gala social events including grand balls and
wedding parties.®8 Fire destroyed the building on June 13, 1965.%9

There was little permonent settlement at the Junction in May 1885.
There were a few dwellings. Businesses intluded two galoons, one
gambliﬁg house, a grocery store, a fruit and cigar stand, # drug store
and newg stand and a dressﬁaker. There were two boarding houses, ﬁwo
raestauvrants, the Mobberly Hotel and the Junction Hotel. SHeven railroad
tracks. including switeh tracks, were in place. The passenger depot
gerved T&P and T&GN customers with an attached apartment for the
telegrapher” s residence. The 1&GN Railroad Freight Depot was a
geparate building_ 40

The most notable change at thé Junction by 1890 was the increage
in nuamber of buildings within the railroad yvard. Immediately north of
the tracks were Waters-Pierce Oil Company s depot,_iron dome oil tank
and receiving pipe. Between Lhe tracks, small buildiﬁgs housed a rail-
foad office and a telegraph office. Coal bunkers, railroad cil house,
a water well and a railroad water tank on a trestle were new additions.

Nestled among the tracks were btwo new passenger depoits: A larger, more

37 Longview Democrat;.

38 Longview Morning Journal, op. cit.., Early Longview Section, p.
1.

88 [nngview. Texas Centeonial. The long view of a_hundred vears.
187Q-1970, p. 41.

42 Sanborn Map & Publishing Co.., Limited, New York, "Map of
Longview, Tex., May 18858."
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modern structure replaced the 1880 T&P/I&GN passenger depot. This was
“Union Passenger Stabtion” with two waiting rooms, ticket office,
baggage room and express office_41 (On the extreme eastern edge of the
vard wos the Texas, Sabine Valley and Northwestern Railrocad Passenger
and Freight Depot. This stabtion had a passenger room, railroad offices
and freight room. Nearby, was a detached storage building.42

Seventeen dwellings stood in.the regidential /commercial section of
the Junction on the north side of the tracks; "The "Kentucky Cottage”
" (a boarding house complex with two buildings), two independent boarding
houses and a building with sleeping rooms. A new two-gtory Structure
on the southwest corner of Sizxth and Methvin Streets housed a barber
shop in the rear of the first floor and saloon and billiards in the
remaining space. Furnished rooms were on the second filoor. There was
a drug étﬂre, a meat market, two grocery stores, a second barber shop
and a general merchandise store on ecach side of Methvin Street. A
pﬂblic water well was near the tracks_43

Amid an cak grove soubh of the main railroad tracks were hotels
and boarding houses. The Railroad Boarding House stood alone, west of
Sixth Street. On the east side of Sixth Street was the Mobberly
Hotel, Alamo Hotel and Boarding House and a saloon which included o
lunch counter. On the wesfern end of the railroad vard were the

railroad stock pens.44

41 Sanborn~Perris Map Co., Limited, New York, "Map of Longview,
Gregg County, Tex., May 1B90, p. 4.

142 Tbid., p. 5.
- 43 Thid., p. 4.

44 Thid.



Between May 1890 and October 1896, dwellings in a five-block area
of the Junction bhad increased 200 per cent. Businesses had become more
numerous and varied. ‘Two large and two smaller boarding honses, three
saloons, a beer and ice house., a grocery, confectionery, meat wmarket,
barber shop, restaurant, soda water factory, tailor shop and boot maker
were north of the railroad tracks along Methvin Street.45

Right railway tracks were in place, including siding tracks. A
'1§rger I&GN Rallroad Freight Depot stood between the tracks. The Union
Passenger Station and the T.8.V.& N.W. Railway Depot remained
unchanged. .New, individual buildings housed the offices for the
telegrapher, yard man and wabtchman. The International and Great
Northern Railroad”s Round House was on the western end of the railroad
vard with fourteen bays in ready for engine repair. 8Situated east of
the main.junction tracks were Spaulding and Son Foundry and Machine
Shop, a lumber shed, a car repair shop, a small turn table and
locomotive house.48

South of the tracks were the Mobberly Hotel, s restanrant énd a
boardiug house. The railroad stock pens appear the same as in 1B9Q .47

In 1896 the Longviéw and Junétion Railway put a larger, btwo-minle
car in service. The animals continued to plod along between the city
and the Junction until 1912. Seguin is the only town in Texas that had

a male-car line in service later than Lopgview. (That city s line

45 Sanborn-Perris Map Co., Limited, New York, "Map of Longview,
Gregg Co., Tex., October 1896".

48 Thid.

47 Tbid.
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continned until 1922 )48

The Sanborn—Perris Map Co., Limitéd ot Hew York recognized the
Longview Junction by including it in its heading in Qctober 1901. The
area north of the tracks had changed. The mumber of dwellings remained
ﬁhe same but were at different locations. 8ites of earlier commercial
buildings were vacant lots. There were only two boarding houses, one
barber shop. one drug store, one grocery store, a soda water factory
and a cobbler. There.were two new saloons. Location of the saloon and
billiard parlor was unchanged.4® |

The section between the tracks stayed much the same. Texas,
Sabine Valley and Northwestern Reilroad Company made the one major
'change. The passenger depol was no longer at this location. Nine
dwe llings surrovoded the T.8S.V.& N.W. Railroad shops. The ahops.
:included s car shed, a large car repairing building adjacent to a turn
table, a Jlocomotive house and a machine shop.BO

South of the tracks. Longview Ice, Light and Bottling Company
stood on the former site of the Railroad Boarding House. The gracious
Mobberly Hotel continued to occupy the first lot east of Sixth Streetb.
Its new neighbors to the east were a restaurant and bake house, a
boarding and lodging house and Flanders Hotel. 8ix dwellings and the
T.5.V.& N.W. Railroad shops were esst of the Flanders Hotel. The new

depot snd general offices of the T.S.V.& N.W. stood south of the

48 Rattley, op.cib.

49 Sanborn Map & Publishing Co., Limited, New York, "Map of
Longview, Gregg Co., Texas, including Longview Junction, October 1801"
p- 5. :

S0 Thid., p. 1.
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Mobberly Hotel.B

Longview Junction took on new life on December 8, 1904. The
.Longview City Council received a petition from local citizens,
_ including many Junction residents, to annex "certain adjoining terri-
tory to the present limits of the City of_Longview, Gregg County,
_Texas."52 The land annexed would be "1/4 mile on each side of the
present Corporation North and South, and 1/2 mile annexed on the Fast
and West sides of the Said Corporation.”$3 An ordinance was passed
and approved to annex the land as petitioned.b4

Alderman White made a motion. seconded by Alderman Mosley, during
the above City Council meeting: ~ . . . the Junction School be kept
and maintained where it now exists and that improvements be made on
 said school building as soon as possible. 88 The exact location of
this school is not documented, but the city did maintain a school at
the Junction until state funding became available_ 58 1In 1912 the city
burchased a site from J. €. Turner near Fourth and Padon Streets for

First Ward EBlementary School .57 Early residents_femember the site of

51 Tbid., p. B.

52 Minute Book. City of Longview. Texas. Book “C-3", p. 398.
53 1bhid., p. 400.

54 Tbid., p. 406.

56 Thid.

58 Records, lLongview Independent School District, 1909,

57 Thid., 1812,
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Junction School being the same as First Ward Elementary.B58

Hismes Sarah and Mmllié Teague opened a private, two-room school,
aﬁ the corner of Seventh and Magrill Streets, in 1896. 'The school
closed in 1905 _5B8 Sarah Teague sold the school building and property
to . A. Bodenheim, Mayor of the Cibty of Longview, for Five Hundred
Dollars on January 22, 18506.80 The City operated a public school in
the facility.®1 The Longview Independent School District sold the
Teague School property Lo Miasses Dollie and Amanda Bunt for Five
Hundred and Fifty Dollars on June 9, 1913.e=2

The welcomed annexation allowed the Junction citizens to pebition
the City Council for specific services. On January 9, 1905, such a
petition was presented to the City Council signed by many of the
Junction citizens asking the appointment of G. W. Little as Police
Officer for the Junction.s3

Thé propulation of the City of Longview increased with the
additional property. There were evough eligible voters to allow the

City Council to call an election on March 31, 1905, for issuance of

58 Persopal Communication, Mr. Tillman Perkins, (b. 1921), Jan.
25, 1981. Dr. Tom Francis (b. 1910) recalls when be was a small boy
"the school building was very old.", Jan. 25, 1891. Mrs. Ruth Bowles
(b. 1805), a teacher at First Ward School, remembers the school being
referred to as Junction School until the early 1930s, Feb. 6, 1991.

58 Longview Morning Journsl. op. git. Readin” "Riting Section, p.
2— .

80 Dﬁ@ﬁ_ﬂﬁggndﬂ, Gregg County, Texas, Vol. V, p; 222 .

81 Sanborn Map Company, New York, "Map of Longview, Gregg Co.,
Texas, May 1906", p. 9.

&2 Thid., Vol. 27, p. 256.

a3 Mi.nm_;e;_Bs:znki__(}.i;l;.y_g.;fh_l‘mngxigmz_Lliema, oR. £it., p. 418.
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citbty improvements bond8;64. These bonds made possible many of the first
city improvements including paved streets (wooden blocks), cement
sidewalks and street 1lights.es

The annexation of Longview Junction made a difference in its
residential growth- In May 19068 the city clearly defined the new
streets from First Street on the west to Seventh Street on the east.
The street marking the northern boundary was Cemetery 5Street (now
‘Magrill Street) to Cotton Street on the sounth.ee

Forty-asix dwellings stood between Third Street and Fourth
Street .87 There is no complete record of the number of buildings in
this area before 1906. The section from Fourth Street and Seventh
Street,‘between‘ﬂemetery Street and North Street (now Whaley Street)
~was asnother tract not entirely recorded before this date. In 1806
fifty-one dwellings were in the district._es

The Junction had two schools. The former Teague School at Seventh
and Magrill was a public schoel.8® Two buildings at Sixth Streét and
Oiive Street accommodated the Roman Catholic Church and School .70

The commercial district, north of the tracks along Methvin Street

84 Ibid., p. 446.

. __®b Charlotte Teske, Roamin . Througb. Longview. From Then...Til Now,
. Pp- 25, Longview, Tx., 1987.

- 88 Sanborn Map Cowpany, New York, "Map of Longview, Gregg Co.,
Texas, May 1806", p. 1.

67 Tbid., p. 9.
88 1bid.
88 [Jbid.
70 Tbid., p. 11.
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radically changed. "This region consisted of a paint shop, wégon
storage, feed warehouse, a negro barber, negro restaurant, cold drink
company, a grocery store, three warehouses, a boardiog house and a
large éaloon- The Longview and Junction Railway Company felmcated itse
~ stables a short distance east from its former location on the northeast
corner of Sixth and Methvin Streets. The new building was larger than
the original facility.71

There was little change between the tracks.?2 On the western end
0of the yard, near the Gulf Coast and Santa Fe Railroad switches Was.the
Longview Cotton (il Company. Farther west,-abbut ninety feet south of
main track of the I&GMN was the Castleberry and Flewellen Saw Mill.v=2
.These companies began after 1901.

South of the tracks, west of Sixth Street, the Longview Ice, Light
and Bottling Company was much larger. It employed five men on duty at
night during the summer and two men on night duty during the winter.74

The Mobberiy Hotel stood on its established lot east of Sixth
Street. Two restaurants, a saloon and the Ansley Hotel were east of
the Mobberly.75 Gituvated between the Ansley and the former T.5.V.&
N.W. Railroad shops were seven dwellings. This railway had become the
Gulf, Colorado and Santa Fe Railway. Its freight and passenger depot

was south of the Mobberly Hotel. A platform was new. There were Lhree

73 Ibid., p. 9.

72 Tbid., p. 11.
78 Thid., p. 12.
74 Thid.

76 Ibid., p. 11L.
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Bank; it s charter issﬁed on February 1, 1840. The bank’s stockholders
purchased a lot on the northwest corner of North Fredonia and Bank
Streets and built a building, moving into it on September 20, 1940,
Tezas Comwerce Bank bought_the bank in 1979_.80

In 1919 Sixth Street graded crossing at thé Junction crossed 11
sets of tracks. Fach individual personally interviewed about the
Junction recall it being the longest graded.railroad crossing in Texas.

FEven though the Juunction was a part of thé'city of Longview, it
remained a2 separate cohmunity for many years. Property along Methvin
Street continuved to be residential from First Street to Fifth Street.
Longviewites generally considere Secoﬁd Street_és the City/Junction
boundary. This created a line that Longview s parenta forbade their
'.children to cross. The line was uncrossed by boys from the Junction
for fear of violence by those same sheltered yvoung people. The first
Swimmimg'hnle was the Texas and Pacific pond neﬁr the tracks at the
Junction. Rarly residents swear many a Longview boy never learned tb
swim since he was not allowed to go into that ares.S1

A descendant of one early merchant recalls stories of the Junction
:when it was a railroad community. He was told about a long row of
saloons, with music from the player pilano frequently.interrupted by
laughter, shouts and an occasional gun shot . 82

The two-story building at the intersection of Sixth and Methvin

50 Thid.

81 Persgonal._Communication, Mr. Tillman Perkins, (b. 1921), Sept. 6,
18987. Mrs. Olga Kern Smith, (b. 1806), Nov. 20, 1987. Dr. Tom Francis
(b. 1910}, Jan. 25, 1991. ' :

82 Ibid., Perkins.

0




Streets eventually housed three separate business operations. A
“drugstore occupied the north gection of the ground floor:; a cafe in
the south side. On the second floor were small partitioﬁed rooms where
certain ladies could entertain gentlemen for a price. The drugstore
offered several games of chance including slob machines and punch
boards. It sold beer, but no coffee: for that, you had to go to thé
cafe .83

In Janmuary of 1929 the Texas aﬁd Pacific moved its division
offices and shops from Longview to Mineola. As a result, 700 families
and an immense payroll vanished almost overnight. This was a great
blow to the economy of Longview;84 The F. K. Lathrop A-1 oil well,
north of Longview, was eompletea on January 26, 18931. The struggling

¢ity immediately became a “"boom town." The Junction became an entry
point for the oilfield workers and others who rushed to capitalize on
the discovery of oil in Gregg County.

In 1939 the Texas and Pacific Railroad Company constructed an
underpass at the Junction to eliminate the dangerous Sixth Street
graded crossing. The uwnderpass qonnected with Fifth Street and
rerouted the treaffic flow away from Sixth Street. The dfugstore at the
Hixth and Methvion Streets intersection relocated to the northwest
corner of Fifth and Methvin Streets, under a new name - Junction Drug
Store. The increase in population and the mobility which came with the

auntomobile gradually erased the “"boundary line” between the Junction

and Longview.

83 Tbhid.
84 McWhorter, op. QiLL,.p.104u
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Few visual_réminders of the rowdy, railroad era remain. However,
all who lived in the region before the 1460s vividly recall "The

Junction” and its wajor contribution to the growth of Longview.

20
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JOHN R, MAGRILL, ET UX | INSTRUMENT: DEED
| ' DATEDs March 14, 1872
70 - . FIL: Navch 15, 1872
RECORDED: ~Volume O, Page 362

_II\"DERNATIGNAL' RR COMPANY | . DEED -RECORDS'IIIPSHUH. COUNTY TEXAS
| SPATE OF TEXAS ) - L -
KNO¥W ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS3
-'COUNTY oF- UPSHUR } ' S _

That we John R Magrill and wife Elizabeth A Magrill of the County
of Upshuf and State of Texas, in‘consideration:of gix thousand one hundred-and
twelve éold dollars paid and sedured to be paid as'folloﬁs to-wit: <+three thous-
_and one hundred and twelve gold dollarsg cash in hand paid to us the receipt cf
which is hereby acknowledged and the promissory note of the International Rm.l
- road COmpany of Texas, for three thousand Gold Dollars of even date herewith die
in twelve months from date, and bearing intarest at the naste of ten per centum
per snnumj ‘have granted_bargained.sdld releagaed and conveyed and by these pre-
sents Hovgrant bargain gell release and convey unto the Internationsal Hpil Road
C;mpany of Texas, a certain tract or parcel of land, lying being end sitused
in the Countj of-Upshur and State of Texas, and more particularly described as
fbll@ws: A part ef the Headright survey of HAMILTON HMONUTPT

BEGINNING at a stake for the Northeast Corner of a lot surveyed fa

8 church for free men of colory

THENCE South 2286 feet to a stake the South eagt corner of Graybills

and Mercers lot;

THENCE Wesf 209 foet to & gtake for the South west cormer of Graybills

~and Mercera lot;



.THENCE Sduth‘488‘feet to a stake from which two hickoryg Poth marked
X bears respectively 5 5:’% W2 1/10. varas and 8 55 + E 4 4/10 varae;
THENCE East 3462 feet to a stske on the west boundary line of A
Jourdens survey from which a gum tree marked X bears N 75%»E 5% feet and maple
4 inches in diameter also marked X bears N %% feots
THENCE North with seid Jordens West boundary line 3292 feet to a red
oak for a corner from which another feq oak bears South 5 feet both trees marked X;'
THENCE with the meanderings of the brench N 67 W 160 feet S 79 W 208
feet N 63% W 383 feet and Forth 251 feet t§ a rock for & corner on the Eérehéll
and Tyler Road;
THnNGE 3 67 W with said road 960 feet to & rock for corners
THENCE S 4 W 825 feet to = rock for corner from which a post oak
marked x bears s 2 W-7_1/5 feet;
| THENCE We st 1482 feet to the place of beginning, containing two hundred
and forty four and & hlaf (244%} acres of land. |
| B Tégethbr with all end eingular the improvements rights, members,
priviiegés and herediﬁaménts rights, nhmhera, privilegék; and hereditaments to
: the sald belonging or in anywise incident or appertaining.
TO HAVE -AND : TO HOLD :the said two hundred end forty four and a half
- acres.of land unto the Srld International Railroad COmpany of Texas, 1ts succes=mors
and ssSigna“forever. And we . the siid John R. Matrlll and Llizabeth AMogrill
do hereby bind ourselves; our’ heirs, and legal repreaentatives to werrant and
farever defnend all end slngular the title to the afbresald Internatlonal Rail Rosad

Company of Texas, sgainst avery person whomgoever 1awfu11y claiming or to claim

' the same or any part thereof.



the sams or aﬁy part.-.thereof.

In testimony whe.raof we have hereunto se'i: our hands a_nd gsenls using s croli
for seals this fourteenth (14th) day of March, A,D., ons thousani elght hun-
dred and seventy two. (1872)

John R.Mégrin

Eli'za.béth AMegrill x her mark.

AP'I'ﬁ'S_T:
D.S.H. Smith
B;Butrill
THE STATE OF DEXAS | |
COUNT’f OF UPSHUR : } I, %.He Pgyne, a Justiée of the peace in and for
_ Precmct Nos & of said(‘}otmty and ex-fifficio Notary Public, do hereby o tify
'i:hat John R. Magrlll and hls wifg, Elizabeth 4 Magrill, parties to the cer_-_fca in
deed _bear__l_ng date on_the 14th day of March, A.D., 1872, end hereto annexed
_peésonally appeared: before me, & Justice of the i’eace and ex~officionNotary
Publie, in and for the :‘Coun'h_y aforesaid,‘rand ach_now le'g_iged the same to be their
act and deed for the uses and purposes thereln set i‘o.rth-.

| Aind the said El:.zabeth A. Magrill havmg been examined by me prlvily am
'.apart fr.om her husband, sndhaving the same fully explained to her, she the
Qgid El.izabéfh A.Magﬁill- acknowledged -the same to be her act and _deed- and-r-da‘-
cla.red' thé‘t she had ﬁili_ingly si-gxted gealed and delivered the same and thg .
she wighed not to retxac’c i‘b. | | . | |

To certify whlch I hereto sign my name and af fix. my Offlcial seal thts

4th day of March, A.D., 1872, o .
| ' i W.H,Payhe, NP & J P

(L.s.) 
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INTERNATIONAL & GREGT NORTHERN DEED
'RAILROAD COMPANY | | | -
DATED SEPTEMBER 15, 1874

o FILED NOVEMBER 23 1874

- ‘RECORDED VOL A PAGE 597
| DEED RECORDS GREGG COUNTY,
EDWIN ¥ HATFIELD JR = TEXAS

- L A

THE STATE OF TEXAS | . e
EKNOW . ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS:
COQUNTY OF GREGG } . ‘ *

THAT the Internetional and Great Northern Railroad

Company a body corporate and o iélitics by ‘the laws of the State oflTenae

in consideretion of One Dollarcto seid Company peid by Edwin F.

. 'Hatfield Jr., and other good and eufficient considerations the re-l

ceipt of which is hereby ecknowledged have granted, bargainged, sold
and releaSed'and‘herebyidolgrant'bargein, sell, convey'and releese
unto the eaid Edwin F, Hatfield Jr., all of its right, title and
interest in and to the- following deseribed tracts or parcels of land.
' 1ying, ‘belrng and situste in the Oonnty of Gregg and State of Texes,
‘and more particularly known. and described as rollows.-s |

l. One Hnndred and Seventy four ecres or lend, a part
of the Nary Vﬁn Winkle Survey, being the land conveyed to the - |
_ International Railroad Gompany by C. B. Kilgore and Fannie Y. Kilgore_
.d_by deed dated June 27th, 1872, and recorded in records of Deeds of Rusk
County, in Book T, pages 706-70? and 708, B !

2. Forty Eight and one half acres of land a part’ of |
.the MD Greer Survey, being the land conveyed to the International
Railroad Company by E J Anderson by deed dated November let 1872,
and recorded in the record of Deeds Upshur County_innBook P,.peges

47 and 48.
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3. Two Hundred and Forty Four and one half acres of
land a part of the Hamilton McNutt'Sﬁrvey, beng the land conveyed to
the International Rallroad Company by John R Magrill and Elizabeth

A. Magrill by deed dated March 1l4th, 1872, and recorded in Upshur

: County records of_Deeds‘in Book "o Pages_362-363 and 364.

The'sald two hundred and forty four and one half gcres

of land aré hereby conveyed subject to the terms 6f an agreement made

by and between The Internatlonal Rallroad Company and the Texas snd

‘Pacific Rallrosd Company for'the joint occupahcy of the land'st Long-

' view Junction, the =aid Juntion being situated upon this tract of land;

: But out of the lands herein described there ia saved and excepted from

this conveyanoe the right of way of said International and Great Northern

Railroad not exceeding two hundred (200) feet in width along the line

- of sald road and land necessary for sidings, stations, section houses

“depot, grounds, machine and repair .shops, turn tables, cattle yards and
the grounds at and around stations necessary for the use and operation
of said railroad, and in all cages there is saved and excepted from
this conveyance the grounds marked "Railroad‘Reservation" on the maps of
the towns of the saild Railroad Company filed in the office of‘the Clexrk
of the Distriet Court of;Gregg County,'Texas;_

From this conveyance there iz also saved and exeepted

out of the lands herein described all town lots and tracts or parcels

?of land conveyed by the International Railroad Company or by The

International and Great Northern Railroad Company prior to the date of

the execution of this conveyance.

Together with all and singular theirights,-members,
hereditaments and.appurtenahoes to the sane beionging or in any wise

incident or appertaining.
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TO HAVE AND TC HOLD all and singular the p enises above
ientioned uhto the said Edwin F. Hatfidld Jr., his heirs and assigns

‘orever, and fhé sald International and Great Northern Railroad Company
loes hereby bind itaélf, iﬁs succesgors or assigns to Warrant and
fbrevef defend thestitle hereby conveyed againgt the lawful claim of
;1l.persons claiming the same or an} part thereof, of from, by or fhrough
;hefgaid Company . N B |
| IN TESTIMONY WHEREGF Calusha A-crow; the pfesident of
.he said Company acﬁing.for sald company hereto signs his name and
auses the seal of Said'Compapy'fo be affiied at HouSton; Texas, this
fifteenth_dayiof September, A.D. 1874.

|  CALUSHA A CROW, President
18) o ' B Inﬁernational and Great Northern RR Co.
TTEST: Ira H Evans, Secretary
mt'l and Gt Northern RR Co.



B Po HATFIELD, 38 DB ED
| | DATED: OCTOBIR 8Th, 1074

v FILED: HOVIMBER 23D, 1874 at 9108
T | RECORDED: VOL. A, PAGE 899
TEXAS LAND COMPARY PEED REGORDS GREGS GOUNTY, TEXAS.

. t*ﬁsa*mwm*mwﬂawﬁ*
ENO¥ ALL MIN BY THESE PRESINTS: That Rdwin F.Hatfield, Jr., une
married, of the 0&%}3 ﬂaﬂnﬁy ﬁnﬁ gtate ﬁt-ﬂﬂw_wbrx, in oonsiderayion
of tng Dollar and of other good end sufficient considerations to
enid Ea&fimia,paia*ﬁk the Texas Lend Uompeny a haﬁy'uarparutm and
polictie by the lgms of the State of Temas, the raoéipt of which ia
hwréhy a@knﬁwiﬁaawa ha§ g#ant¢d, bargeined, ﬁala‘aaﬂ roleased, and
‘hereby dous release m&@ the sald Texas Land @m;;wy 11 of his
right, titls and intorest in snd to the following descrived and
designated trast or mmg of land, lying, being and situate in
the County of Greme, amd State of Toxas, end more particularly known
and desorited as followsiw

1, One Hundred end Seventy Four aores of land , a part
of the ¥ary Vep ¥inkle Lsague Survey, beiang the land conveyed to
Internationsl Railrosdl Gmuyany”%y-auﬁgﬁiigare pnd Fanny Y. Kilgore,
by deed dated June 87th, 1872 and recorded in rewrd of deeds of
fusk Gounty in Book "T" pages 706707 and 708,

e ?brtr alght end ono half asres of land & paxry of
the M.D.0reer Survey being the land sonveysd to ihe Intornational
failroad anmpany‘by’Eg§;A£ﬂerwmn‘hyi§§e& dated MNovember lst, 1872
and recorded in record of deeds Upshuy County in Book "P" pagesn 47
and 48,

3, Twe hundred end forty four and one half meres of
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land @ part of the Hemilten HeNutt Survey, being the lund cenveysd
%o the Internatiom 1 Railroad Gempany by Jshn R.Magrill and 21 {xae
beth A. Magrill by deed dataﬂ. Barch 14, 1878 and resorded in Upshur
Cownty Reosord ot m&u in Book "0V pagos 3624-363 and 384. B
The naiﬁ e hundred and tﬁrw four and one hald aeres

of land ove hereby eonveysd subjest to the terms of an agmmmt
nade by and between the Intumtiom Railrmdlmlu Texss and
Pagitio. ﬁaurmﬁ Gompany for the joint oconpanoy of the ladd ab
Langvim Junetion, tm snid ;!nmﬂm vetng situnted upzm this trech
of land,but out of the iande horein desoribed thore s saved and
exsay‘keﬂ from this muwemﬁa the ri.gim of way of ﬁhe Internantional

and Groat ﬁortham Aailrond Company nod maaﬁin& tmo hundyred {200)
foot in width alona the Iina ef_ said road and the land necessary
for sidings, stations, seotion houges, depot mtmda‘, machines and
repair shops, turn Yables; oattle yards and the grounds at and
around stations, aagmﬁmry for thé une énfa pperatlions of said raile
roed and in all cases there is saved and exsspied Srom thie eamey-
anos the grounds marked Hailrosd Reservation® on the maps of the
sowne of the sxid Pailvosd Company filed in the offise of the Glerk
" of the Istriet Courd o’!‘ Grogg County, frem this conveysnoe there is
also seved and expeptsd eut ofbthe lands herein desorited all town lots
and tracts or parcels of land gonveyed by the Internationral Railroad
Compeny or by the Internaticnsl and Grest Northemn Raillrond Gompeny
prior to the Fifteenth dey of September, A.U. 1674,..

Tﬁga%heaé 'wi%‘h 811 snd sinzuler the righte, members

heraedidaments, snd amﬁwm&mm to e same bdelonging or in anyvise
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:lxwidmt ar a;;per‘baming. _

| TG HAVX AND sre HGLB all ami amgularthe xmmi Bon abave
mentioned except and subjeat as eforesaid unto the said Texss Land
f:mw, Ats mwaamra and asalons famer.

IR RS m'ﬁm mwam, the sum E&#iﬁ T ﬂatﬂel&. Er..
has heveunte set his hend and sonl st the City of NWew York this
Flghth day of Oatober, i.D, 1874, | |
pewd Sl fteme  nrasne I (e
iMoriined vafore sxeouted]
Charlas Hottleton
#11limm H.Clarkson
STATR F NEJ YORE . i |
CITY AMD COUNYY oF NEW YoRk | I, Oherlss Netileton, Cormissioner
in paid State of New York, yesidence in said City of New York,
appa-int@a by the Gwér of the &i{;&w ax"':ems. do .&amby gortify
| that Zéwin ¥, Hatfisld, ‘..a‘r.-_'_wha i pa’rmﬂy known to me to be the
perﬁm dosoribnd in and wh@ axesuted the rbrémmg instrument, th;s
day oame befors me mnd aékﬁml’edga& that he signed eoaled und delive
ad the gaid instrument hmring dnte en t.ha 8th day of aatcaher. AT,
‘18‘?4, as hiu vamnatary ast snd deod fro the- wmmmnm nses anl

purposes thersin ﬁmﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁa

. Imex """.ow ﬁﬂmmﬁ' r hwn harmﬁa #pt my hand and
affixed my wrfmial saal. this B4h day of Cetober, A«Isf. AB74.
(13) © oharles Nettleton, Coimissioner for

Texas in Hew York
_M‘I Eraadﬁah KeXiCAtYe
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Introduction of Guests ... .......... ... ... ... ..... Dr. Black
Welcome .. .......... Hon. Martha Whitehead, Mayor of Longview
Address . ....... [ Hon. R. E. “Peppy” Blount

Unveiling of Marker .............. J. G. Hubbard, Amtrack Agent
Charlotte Teske, President, Gregg County Historical Society

Benediction ........... The Rt. Rev. Monsignor Edward J. Shopka
Retired Pastor, St. Anthony's Catholic Church and
St. Mary’s Catholic Church




ArrucatioN Form =
; | OrrciaL Texas HisToricAL MARKER

This marker is for (titlc or subject): LONGVIEW JUNCTION

Marker localion (street address and city, or specific directions from ncarest town on stale highway map):

901 E. Pacific St., Longview, Texas. _Proposed location is 10 feet from
curb on north side of st., 200 feet east of intersection with Mobberly Ave.

County: GREGG

Distance and dircction of marker topic from marker sile (if applicable):

(within area of Junction)
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APPROVAL OFCOUNTY I‘IISTORiCAL COMMISSION

The application and narrative history must be a pproved by the county historical commission before forward ing to
the Texas Historical Commission.

Chair's Signature:M éM, 40 j},t/ Dale: .3"‘.26 '?/

The CHC chair automatically will receive all copies of correspondence régarding this marker project.

PERMISSION OF OWNER FOR MARKER PLACEMENT

Permission for placement of a marker must be obtained by the property owner. Please provide the name of a
contact person if the owner is an inslitation, organization, or public enlity. This section need not be compleled if
the marker is to be placed on right-of-way maintained by the State Department of Highways and Public Transpor-
tation.’ : ' '

City of Longview

Name: _

Contactperson(ifapplicable):_Jim Baugh, City Manager

Mailing address: P. 0. Box 1952 '
Longview, Texas 75606 Phone: (903) 237-1021

Owner’s Signalure: MJ’)“' * Manager, City of Longview

Do you wish to receive copies of all correspondence concerning this marker application? 1 Yes [ No

To whom should the request for payment be addressed?
Name: Norman W. Black, Chair, Gregg County Historical Commission

(Provide conlact person if payee is an institution, organization, or public entity.)

Mailing address: 417 Mobberly Ave.
_ Longview, Texas 75602 Phone: (903} 757-2261

Does this person wish o receive copies of all other correspondence concerning this application? U Yes [ No
Is there anyone else to whom all correspondence concerning this marker application should be addressed?
(One additional name and address only, please.)

Name:

Mailing address:

Phone:

SHIPPING INSTRUCTIONS :

In order to facilitate delivery of the marker, neither post office box numbers nor rural routle numbers can be
accepted. If the marker is to be placed on the highway right-of-way, it will be shipped directly to the district
highway engincer. :

{over)



CURTIS TUNNELL
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

P.0. BOX 12276 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 (512)463-6100
October 11, 1991

Dr. Norman W. Black, Chair

Gregg County Historical Commission
417 Mobberly Avenue

Longview, TX 75602

RE:  LONGVIEW JUNCTION ,
18" x 28" subject marker w/ post
Job#: 24491

Dear Dr. Black:

This letter is to notify you that the State Marker Committee has reviewed and approved the
above-referenced topic for an Official Texas Historical Marker.

At this time, payment for the marker is due. A check in the amount of $450.00 should be
made payable to the Texas Historical Commission and sent to the letterhead address at your
earliest convenience. -

Once payment for the marker is received, the application will be placed in Tine to have
the marker inscription written. The inscription will not be written until after funds
have been received. When the text is prepared, a copy will be sent to you and any parties
listed below for review and approval.

The Texas Historical Commission wishes to congratulate you for your efforts to record and
preserve Texas history.

Sincerely,

pontes Kicand

Frances Rickard, Director
Local History Programs

.92%&(5ZzézC)@&aegg;éézJ?%ﬁii%zkaZ%ak%vuaz»z



Texas Historical Commission Staff (KN), 12/5/51
18" x 28" Officlal Texas Historical Marker with post
Gregg County {(Job #24491)
Location: 901 E. Pacific-St., Longview
LONGVIEW JUNCTION*
THIS COMMUNITY ORIGINATED IN
- THE 1870s WITH THE JUNCTION OF
THE TEXAS & PACIFIC AND INTERNA-
TIONAL & GREAT NORTHERN RAIL-
ROAD TRACKS®@CHURCHES,RESIDENCES,
HOTELS,RESTAURANTS, BUSINESSES,
BOARDINGHOUSES,AND SCHOOLS DEVEL-
 OPED IN THE AREA TO ACCOMMODATE
WORKERS AND TRAVELERS®A MULE
- POWERED STREET RAILWAY SYSTEM ' .
OPERATED FROM 1883 TO 1912 TO w!_;cm-
ITATE TRANSPORTATION BETWEEN
. DOWNTOWN LONGVIEW AND THE
JUNCTION@ANNEXED TO THE CITY OF
 LONGVIEW IN 1904,LONGVIEW JUNCTION
. REMAINED AN IDENTIFIABLE COMMU-
" NITY UNTIL AUTOMOBILES PROVIDED
GREATER MOBILITY®**
(1991)*
*3/iinchleueﬂng

**1/2 Inch lettering
*#**1/4 Inch lettering




_‘Longwew J unctlon 'marker to be dedlcated

" A part of Longview’s early histo-
ry is being remembered this week.

An - official Texas Historical
Marker  commemorating oid
“Longview Junction” will be dedi-
cated 10 a.m. Friday at 101 Pacific
Ave,, near Longview's Amtrak sta-
tion off Mobberly Avenue.

Sponsored by the Gregg County
. and Texas historical commissions,
‘the marker .will be unveiled in
pubhc ceremonies as part of this
year’s AlleyFest celebration.

Dr. Norman W. Black, chairman

of thé county historical commis-

sion, will serve as master of
ceremonies for Friday's event,
with main address by Longview
attorney R.E. “Peppy” Blount.
-Also scheduled to participate are
Mayor Martha Whitehead, Amtrak
agent J.G. Hubbard, Gregg County
Historical Society President Char-
lotte Teske, the Rev. William

. O'Neal and the Rev. Edward J.

Shopka.

Longview Junction, a commer-
cial and residentiai area just east
of the Longview city limits that
was annexed into the city in 1904,

e ——

got its start when the Internatlon-
al Railway Co. completed its line to

-the Longview area in the early

1870s.

erly Hotel and a railroad depot, the
latter being served by a mule-
drawn trolly that operated be-

tween that station and the Texas

and Pacific Depot,

The Junction housed the Mobb-




Longwiely Neds-Fowral,

Thursday, Juneid

_ 1992
Se;‘?“aﬁ?.“-;

J uﬁctlon
~ had shady
reputatmn

If he were® ahve today, G A
"Bodenheim probably wouldn’t rec-
ognize Lonngw Function.

At 10 am. Friday, an official
Texas Historical Marker will be
dedicated :at.’-'l()l Pacific Ave. (near
the Amtrak station} to commemo-

- rate that wild and wooley area once
known to many Longv1ew 1651denls
simply as ‘‘the Junction.” :

Somge of the following informa-
tibh s from Dr. Norman Black,
-coufty historical commission. chair-

"mgn. Some is from Charlotte Teske,
“ president . of

he Gregg

i County His-
" totical Soci-
ety and au-
thor of
**Roamin’

Through

Longview.”
Black and Van
Teske will
participate Craddock

- in Friday’s '
event.

" Longview Junction got its start in
1873 when what became known as
the International and Great Northert
Raiiroad Co. completed its line to
Longview,

The IG&N tracks connected w1th
"Texas & Pacific lines about 2 milé
- east of the T&P depot in downtown
Long\uew There, at the tracks’
_ junction, a small commercial and

residential community developed.

For many years, the presence of
both an IG&N depot at the Junction
and the T&P station downtown cre-
ated problems for train passengers,
who forever were getting off at the
wrong depot.

It was a long walk from down~
town to: the Junction, and in thosé
days before paved roads, Methvin
Street often was a sea of mud. Even-
tually, in 1883, the Longview and
Junction Railway Co. was created to
provide mule-drawn trolley service
between the depots.

‘ Teske said. “I.t

That same year, lhe magnificent

"Mobberly Hotel was under con-

struction at the Junction, a bustling
area that nevertheless didn’t have
the best of reputations.

“*“This was definitely the wildest
part of Longview,”

was never as
rowdy or lawless
as . many of the
railroad towns, but
to deny its colorful
history would be
less than truthful.

““One early resi-
dent of the area Bodenheim
v1vidly recalls sce-
ing both men and women, who
didn’t quite reach their destination
after a fun night at the Junction,
asleep in the early morning hours, i
a ditch along Tifth Street and on an
outside stairway that led to the sece
ond floor of one of the buildings on
the south side of Methvin Street.”

There was a long row of saloons
at the Function, Fistfights and gun-
shots weren’t uncommon. One drug
store boasted slot machines.

However, in 1904, the Junction
was annexed by Longv;ew it was a
sizable annexation, too, since*some
2,000 people lived in the area.

G.A. Bodenheim, who was mayor
for some two decades after the turn
of the century, led the annexatioti
efforts to push Longview’s popula:
tion past the 5,000 mark. Thanks to

"'"Bodenhelm s efforts, it allowed the

ity to issue improvement bonds for

! Longview's first paved streets, ce-

“ment sidewalks and street lights.

BRut even years after annexation,
somé parents would still forbid theii
youngsters to cross Second Street,
which was considered the *‘border”
between- Longview and the unsa-
vory Junction.

This created a pmbiem since the
city’s first swimming hole report-
edly was a pond near the Junction’s
tracks. Some early residents swore
that many Longview boys never
learned to swim because they
couldn't cross Second Street.

Fortunately, it'll be OK to venture
into the Junction Friday morning to
recall a bit of Longview’s colorful
history.

Van Craddock is Longview News-Journal
entertainment editor.




INVOCATTION

GUESTS

WELCOME

JUDGE WATKER

HISTDRY

LONGVIEW JUNCTION HISTORICAL MARKER DEDICATION, 10:00 A.M,, Friday, June
5, 1992. 101 East Pacific Avenue., Longview, Gregg County, Texas.

Good Morning, ladles and gentlemen. Welcome to the dedication of an

Official Texas Historical Marker: THE LONGVIEW JUNCTION. This historical

marker is authorized by the State of Texas and sponsored by the Texas

Historical Commission and the Gregg County Historical Commission.

The INVOCATION will be given by Reverand William D. 0'Neal, Pastor of
the First Presbyterian Church of Longview....Rev. 0'Neal...Thank you

Rev. O'NKeal.
Wehave some guests with us this morning:
Your program states that Hon. Maritha Whitehead, Mayor of Longview is to

speak at this time. Her Honor learned after the program had gone to the

printers that she must be out of the city today and she has asked Long-

view City Councilman, RUSTY NORTON, to act in her stead.,..Mr. Norton.... '

Thank you, RUSTY,

Our Most Distinguished Guest had several time conflicts but we are de-
lighted and honored he could be with us this morning. In the flurry of
last minute details his name was inadvertantly omitted from the printed::
Program, but please Join me in welcoming Gregg County Judge Kenneth J.

Walker..,.JUDGE WALKER..... « Thank you Judge Walker,

It is our distinct pleasure to have as our speaker one who truly neesds
no intreduction. He is widely known and recognized thoughout Texas and

particularly East Texas for his charitable activities, especially in the



UNVEIL,

BENEDIC,

EXHIBTT

LONGVIEW JUNCTION HISTORICAL MARKER DEDICATION, page 2.

Jerry Lewis Telethon. - He is highly esteemed by his peers, a former Gregg
County Judge himself and very knowledgeable in Texas and Local History,

the HONORABLE R.E. "PEPPY" BLOUNT....Peppy.... Thank you, Judge Blount.

The marker will now be unveiled by Charlotte Teske, President of the
Gregg County Historical Soclety and Reporter for the Gregg County Hist-
orical Commission and Mr. Griff Hubbard, AMTRAC Agent and Railroad hist-
OriaNi«seesvsosCharlotte, .will you please come to the lecturn and read

the inscription of the marker? ..... .Thank you Charlotte and Griff.

Our benediction will be given by the Right Reverand Monsignor hdward J.
Shopka, Retired Pastor of St. Anthony's Catholic Church and St. Mary's

Catholic Church..... Monsignor.....Thank you Monsignor Shopka.

There is an exhibit across the street for our viewing pertaining to a
familiar aspect of Junction History made available by Mr. Charles Wright

of "SnapCol.vvviiiian, Thank you all for coming.
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