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Kilgore Public Library
References: Permanent Record Book Vol. 4 - Pgs. 200, 201, 202, 203, 221, 222,
' 223, 224, 225, 226, 227, 228, 229, 238, 333, 334 '
Mayor: Roy H. Laird
Commissioners: J.E. Bagwell
- E.C. Middiebrook

City Secy: U.W. Prater

Application to United States Public Works Administration for 45% funding for
library bldg. (City's contribution to be $25,000) ..... Resolution accepting
grant....Employed George Marble of Dallas as architect to prepare plans and

specifications and other contract documents and supervise construction.

Bids and bid'award...;,....Resolution'accepting‘cpnstrUCtion completion.



The Construction of the Library Building

The new Kilgore Public Library was constructed at a cost of $45,454 with
a PWA grant of $20.454. It is « one-story, part-basement structure, which in-
includes a foyer, an adult reading room, a children's reading room, a libra-
rian’s office, a circulation olfice, a stack room, and a committee room. The
bmlqu is air-conditioned.

The structure is of French Provencal design, and it is made of Texas

limestone. The brown and green coloring of the tile roof blerids with the white
stone walls:

The interior has an ancient appearance. Designs of fleur-de-lis on the
ceiling of the foyer carry out the French motif of the architecture. The walls
in the loyer are of shellacked brick. The shellac gives an effect of great age.
The walls of all other rooms are of plaster with various designs.

From the foyer, arches lead lo the reading rooms. To the extreme fight
is the children's reading room. The walls of this room are decorated with an-
imal designs which please the small boys and girls.

To the left of the foyer is an arch ‘which leads into the main reading
room. There broad windows with Venetian blinds let in the sunlight on cold
days and give a view of the attractive park and nearby homes. At cne end of
the room is a wocd-burning fireplace with mantle of Texas shell limestone.
This room is luxuriously {urnished with massive antique white oak tables and
-chairs especially designed for the Kilgore Public Library.

Adjcining the main reading room is the librarian's office which opens into
the circulation office. The stack room to the right of the circulation office
shelves most of the thousands of volumes that are in the library. Metal
‘shelves are used. The hall to the right of the foyer leads o the committee
. room which contains glass cases to be used for exhibits, This room will be
"used for library committee meetings and programs sponsored by the library.

Downstairs there is a lounge room with attractive leather-cushioned
turniture. A short way down the hall to the right are the wash rooms. The
air-conditioning and heating system is alse located in the basement. The
room direcily beneath the committee room is now used lor storage, though
it may be developed into g museum later.
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Kilgore Public Library Staff

Miss Elizabeth Hay, Librarian

Miss Grace Green, Assistant librarian and head of the child-
‘ ren's department

Mrs. Grace Barthblomew, Staff member

Mrs. Sylvia Potts, Staff member

- You m&y not be intercsted in books; but
" whatever you are interested in, the Kilgore
- Public Library has a book about it,

+

Founding of the Kilgore Public Library

In 1931 the directors of the Kilgore Chember of Commerce listed a city
library as one of their projects of the future. In 1933 the first library was
opened in the City Hall by members of the Delphian and Business and Profes-
sional Women's Clubs. They had less than fifty books with which to begin.
Since that time the Library has been improved until Kilgore now has a mod-

‘em and well-equipped new building.

Mayor Roy H. Laird, the City Commissioners |. 'E.'Bag'.'vell and Ed C.
Middlebrook, and all the interested citizens of Kilgore who have made pos-
sible the establishment of the new library may well feel pride .in the. com-

pletion of the library project.




HISTORY @RANE

The first public library in Kilgore was founded by the Kilgny
Business anda Professional Women'’s Club in August, 1933. The men
bers sold tickets to dances and many other tund-raising project
to make money to buy books. Next, they needed a place fo housc th
coliection plus shelves to hold them. One of the members, Nanneti
(Craim) Wickham’s father, Dr. ). B. Graimr, let the club use one larg -
room in the local hospital which-was located where-East-Texas Glag
is-foday. Most of the members of the club, being single at the time
solicited help from their boyfriends to build shelves and help then -
set up the first library in Kilgere. Merchants donated lumber, nail:
and other supplies needed for the purpose.

Kilgore at this time was bursting at the seams with people {rou
all over due to the oil boom. Since the young women worked during
the day, they kept the library open from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m., Monda:
through Friday, two girls working together each night. Men, women,
and children from all walks of life came to enjoy the facilities ol forcd
by this energetic group. :

Later, the library was moved to a room in the old Texan Theaic
loaned to the club by Liggett N. Crim. '

In about 1937, the City of Kilgore took over the sponsorship «
the library and Roy H. Laird, Mayor ai the time, along with (>
Commissioners J. E. Bagwell and E. C. Middlebrook, as well as many
library board members and friends decided it was time to build &
permanent home. It is the present building we are in today and wa:
completed in October, 1939, at a cost of $45,454; part of this amoun:t
being a PWA grant of $20,454.

The structure is of French Provincial design, and it is made ¢
Texas limestone with a base of shell stone. The roof is covered with
thick, wooden shingles. '

The interior has an ancient appearance. Designs of fleur-de-is
on the ceiling of the foyer carry out the French motif of the arch.
itecture. The walls in the foyer are of shellacked brick taken from =
building in Pittsburg, Texas, that was heing razed at that time. The
shellac gives an effect of great age. The walls of all the other rooims
are of plaster with various designs. '

The original architect, George M. Marble, is still living an«
resides in Athens, Texas.

In October, 1939, Kilgore Public Library opened for business

| with a book collection of 8,000 volumes. The population of Kilgorc

at that time was 6,708.

Today, we are here for the dedication of a much needed additior
of 4,450 square feet. We have the citizens of Kilgore fo thank for the

- passage of the hond issue for $300,000, the City Commission for

approving the total cost of building and architect fees of $359,652.9%
and $50,936.06 for furnishings.

Our population has grown to 11,245 people. We serve anyone
within the Kilgore trade area which means service to neighboring

. counties. Our central collection is 26,945 volumes plus 7,666 volumes

in our Liberty City branch library for a total collection of 34,611
volumes. :
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-Informaiioh Pamphlet

Above drawing by Evelyn SeCrest Humphrles, Sophomore, K. H. 8.

Kilgore Public Library

Compiled and Written
by
121 Sophomore English Pupils

of the

Kilgore High School

Billy Griffith, J. B. Watson, Richard Andrews, Class Presidents

Miss Verdine Brookes, Teacher

October, 1939



- This Is Your Library—Use Iil

The Kilgore Public Library is for the use of you residents ol Kilgore. In
this library you are always welcome. You may study, use reference books.
read your favorite magazines and newspapers, check out a book 1o take
home, or look through the Keystone views at pictures in lilelike form.

The comiort and quiet atmosphere of the library are especiaily suited . T
reading. By spending your leisure hours here, you can venture forth on new
trails of knowledge. Do as Arthur Ballour says: “There is no mood to which
o man may not administer the appropriate medicine at the cost ol reaching
down a volume from his bookshelf.”

One of the privileges offered you is admission to the stack room whers
you may look through any book before checking it out. The only thing that
these new books need is your friendship, so get acquainted with them soor.
This library was put here for your benelit. You can show your appreciation
by coming to it olten. '

No _furnitul.'e so charming as books.—A idrew Lang

A room without ‘boc')](s is as a body witl out a soul.—Cicero

The best companions are the best books .ﬂLord Chesterfield

The child who reads is fhé chil_d who leads.ﬁThe- Béok House |

Books are ships which pass through the vast seas of time.— (u’rr,r-niv "

Far more seemly to have thy study full of books, than thy purse full
‘of money.—John Lyly

We should choose our books as we would our companions, for their
sterling and intrinsie merit.—C, C. Colton



1
Kilgore Public Library Staff
Miss Elizabeth Hay, Librdrian

Miss Grace Green, Assistant librarian and head of the child-
' ren’s department

Mrs. Grace Bartholomew, Staff member

. Mrs. Sylvia Potts, Staff member

You may not be interested in books; but
- whatever you are interested in, the Kilgore
Public Library has a book about it.

+ .

Founding of the Kilgore Pt;blic Library

In 1931 the directors of the Kilgore Chamber of Commerce listed a city
library as one of their projects of the future. In- 1933 the first library was
opened in the City Hall by members.of the Delphian and Busines: and Profes-
sional Women'‘s Clubs. They had less than fifty books with whih to begin.
Since that time the library has beert improved until Kilgore now has a mod-
ern and well-equipped new building. - )

Mayor Roy H. Laird, the City Commissioners ]. E. Bagwel’ and Ed C.
Middlebrook, and all the interested citizens of Kilgore who hav:- made pos-
‘sible the establishment of the new library may well feel pride in the com-

pletion of the library project.




The Construction of the Library Building

The new Kilgore Public Library was constructed at o cost of $45,454 with
a PWA grant of $20,454. Tt is o one-story, part-basement structure, which in-
includes a foyer, an adult reading room, a children’s reading room, a libra-
rian's office, a circulation oflicé, a stack room, and a committee room. The
building is air-conditioned.

The structure is of French Provencal design, and it is made of Texas
limestone. The brown and green coloring of the tile roof blends with the white
stone walls.

The interior has an ancient appearance. Designs of fleur-de-lis on the
ceiling of the foyer carry out the French motif of the architecture. The walls
in the foyer are of shellacked brick. The shellac gives an effect of great age.
The walls of all other rooms are of plaster with various designs.

" From the foyer, arches lead to the reading rooms. To the éxtreme right

is the children's reading room. The walls of this rooni are decorated with an-

imal designs which please the smaill boys and girls.

To the left of the foyer is an arch which ieads into the main reading
room. There broad windows with Venetion blinds let in the sunlight on cold
days and give a view of the attractive park and nearby homes. At one end of
the room is a wood-burning fireplace with mantle of Texas shell limestone.
This room is luxuriously furnished with massive anlique white oak tables and
chairs especially designed for the Kilgore Public Library. :

Adjoining the main reading room is the librarion’s office which opens into
the circulation office. The stack room to the right of the circulation office
shelves most of the thousands of volumes that are .in the library. Metal
shelves are used. The hall to the right of the foyer leads to the commitiec
room which contains glass cases to be used for exhibits. This room will be
used for library commitiee meetings and programs sponsored by the library,

Downstairs there is a lounge room with atlractive leather-cushioned
furniture. A short way down the hall to the right are the wash rooms, The
air-conditioning and ‘heating system is also located in the basement. The
room directly beneath the committee room is now used for storage, though
it may be developed into a museum lajer.
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I.occxtioﬁ of Books iﬁ the Kilgore Public Library

The Kilgore Public Library has 8,000 books. These are localed in the
children'’s room, the adult reading room, and the stack room.

~ In the children’s room are five kinds of juvenile books: bicgraphies, fic-

tion, picture books, easy books, and all other classified books for children.

In addition to these thete are thres sets of Keystons views.

In the adult reading room there are reference books, biographies, fiction
books, magazines, and newspapers. Periodicals and newspapers may not be

checked out. All books may be checked out with the exception ol reference
books. : : ‘

The stack room contains all other books. For instance, there are books for
those - whose interesis turn to aeronautics, art, business, radio work, music, and

other fields. In the back of most of the books in a “blurb"” which summa-
rizes the book, - '

At one end of the stack room is the card catadog. This card catadog lists

every book in the library.

SLOGANS (by Sophomores, K. H. S.)

Nothing like books,—Edwin Guidry
Reading is man’s best hobby.—Cecil Lang, Sophomore K. H. S.

- I‘{If Sit’s a bo_ok you want, we have it.—Billie Elinor Thayer, Sophomore,

SHe]ping the- library will help yqu.—wDbfrman Davis, Sophomore, K.

Reading brings wisdom; wisdom brings happiness.—Puu! Hamilton
A book a day keeps the blues away.—Leon Burcalow

Reading, the cornestone of education.—Ruby Jewel Higginbotham
Give yourself a rest; read a book.—Jane Ann Moore

To be well educated you don’t have to go to school. Come to the Kil-
gore Publie Library and read.—Anne Love ‘
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j Excerpts from the !
POLICIES OF THE KILGORE PUBLIC LIBRARY
To check . - .

which is at t As Adopted by the City Commission ,
get of drawe :

books alphab 1. Silence in adult and children's rooms is essential.
i hand corner |
- ' author, the t 11. Borrowers .

, ~will be issued borrower’s card FREE OF CHARGE.
An auth will be charged 2¢ per day for books kept overtime.
will be immediately notified when books are overdue;
one notice only will be mailed.”
will be required to pay fines on damaged books and lost books.

L . C ' will not be issued books until fines are paid on overdue, damacred,
| lost books. : '

. |
must reside within City of Kilgore and Kilgore Trade Territory. ;
|

;
Il Readers i

]
L
1
i
|
i

all persons may use the reading rooms and reading materials whether -
not they check out g hook. b
persons of junior hith school age and over will use aduit reading ros
persons of gramman school age and under will use the children’s roo’i! o
persons who intentiunally damage furnilure or equipment may be fim
according to city ordinance by the City of Kilgore and denied furih
reading privileges.

- |
. IV. Books = &

. all books except reference books may be taken from the library.
A title : books may be kept 2 weeks, except those limited to 7 days,

- books may be renewed except 7-day books or books reserved by sor!
borrower, i
limit to borrowers: 2 fiction, 3 non-fiction, (only one of which may be ¢!
day book) at one time. : ‘

¢
[
i

V.. Building
. will be open to the public from 10 a. m. to 7 p. m. daily except Sun¢

and holidays.
no smoking is permitted in the library building.

+ . L

= The Kilgore Public Library is yours. Use it-—-FREE.—Roy H. Lai 1
Mayor. _ : .




- How to Find and Check Out a Book

To check out a book from the Kilgore Public Library firat go te the card catalog
which 18 at the end of the stack room by the circulation office. This card catalog ls
get of drawera containing cards for every book in the llbrary. The cards index tho
books alphabetically by subject, title, and author. Each card contnins in the upper left
hand corner the call number of the book. This card also give the full name of the
author, the title, the publisher, and the date of publication.

An suthor card has the author’s name at the top.

540
S

SLOSSON, EDWIN E.
Creative Chemistry. N. Y. Century. ¢ 1919
311 p.

A title card has the title of the book &t the top.

540
S

CREATIVE CHEMISTRY.
SLOSSON, E. E.




T L T e g et ooy

.A gubject card has the name of the subject wrltten In red at the to;i.

540 7
S .

CHEMISTRY

Slosson, E. E, i

Creative Chemistry. N. Y. Century. c 1919

311 p.

Bxcept for the different headings, all the cords for any one boolc are the same.
Thus, if you know either the author, the title, or the subject of the booi which you
want, you can find a card for It in the card catalog. Since the cards from the catalog
are never to be taken out, copy down the call number of the book you want, Then

Eo either to the stack room or the maln reading room according {o the call number of
the book, '

Ali fletion and blography hooks are in the maln rending room. The fiction hooks
have the letter ¥ (Flctlon) Placed before the number which indicates the nuthor's
name. Classified books with the following call numbers are in the stnck room. They
are books on various subjects arranged as follows by the Dewey decimal system:

000-089 General Werks (Includes encyclopedias, perlodlenls, ete,)
100-199 Philosophy (Includes works on psychology, right living, etc.)
200-299 Rellgion (Includes mythology.)

800-390 Social Sciences (Includes economles, government, law, ete.)
400-499 Language (Includes dictionaries and grammars.)

600-599 Science (Includes mathematics, chemistry, physies, ete.)
800-689 Useful Arts (Includes agriculture, engineering, ote.)

700-79% Fine Arts (Includes sculpture, palnting, musiec, ete.)

800-899 Literature (Includes poetry, plays, ete.)

900-999 History (Includes geography, travel, and blography.)

‘When you locate the hook Yyou are hunting, look inside the back cover at the
“blurb.” It is cut from the Jacket of the book and gives a brief summary of the hooi.
Read the "blurh,” and if the book does not contain all the Information you are search-
Ing for, find another. ‘

When you have found the book you want, go to the automatic checking machine
at the circulation desk. Insert in the machine your library card and the card from the
book. The machine cheeks out the book. Leave the card from the hook with the per-
son working In the circulation office, and take the book with you to read.







The success story of the Kilgore Pub-
lic Library sounds like a story by

Horatio Alger. Starting in July 1933,

with $90 and no books, this library is
now serving its public in (he attractive
‘new building shown in the illustra.
tion below. Leaders in the otganiza-
tion in 1933 were the Business and
Professional Women's Club and the
Delphian Club, and the library was
kept alive by donations, benefit dances
and other means. In 1937 the city be-
gan a monthly appropriation of §50.

- Shattly afterward plans were made for

the new building, and Mayor Roy H,
Laird and the City Commissioners got
behind the project and saw it through
to completion.

The building, designed by George N.
Marble of Dallas, is a Provencal resi-
dence-type  structure, constructed of
Texas limestone with a base of shell
stone and a tile roof.” The library is
air-conditioned and contains an adults’

October, 1940

The

reading room, children's reading room,
bookstack room, an office for Miss
Elizabeth Hay, lthrarian, the delivery
hall, and an assembly room.

The Kilgore tibrary has abowt 8,000
books, subscribes to nearly 100 maga-
zincs, and six newspapers.  Slory hours
for children and briel talks before vari-
ous local groups keep up the interest o
books and in the new library. A num-
ber of old books and rare manuscripts,
ane of which is dated 1493, are also
creating much inierest.

LIBRARY DEPARTMENT ) |

A Horatio Alger Story

The library is adequatcly lar
and cquipped to serve the town of
gore for several years (o oo
special oak Turnilure was sdeais o on
the architect, and Library Bui s
selected Lo manulacture it fron e
fails. - As a result Kilgore has + 1l
ol which it is and should he ETINIE
a beautiful new building win 5
resuit of an inspiration on 1l
the local women's clubs ol

years ago.

i

]
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Kilgore Public Library Resunbles Attractive Residence

Styling that is “onrsy on the

eye” is shown in the Kilgore i"g'-',;m“d:\'ifh ::-ll' the “"?“‘Ii".“‘c“l‘- l F!':,'t Tong ﬂl.l(l' of irrepular it periodienl  deportm
Public Library, located in the 9 stinctive for lfiS—;_ taste- width, When opened the libra- nrore than 87 rmensine
City Park, The building s ful and attractive slyling and ry conlained 8000 volumies, hut children's rv;udh?u 0
ercofed at n cest of $43,51, is called a French provincial, has aceepted several hook con-- cluded i the 'rl-' Jad
but i« valued af more than residence-type structure, 1EL tributions dince then, There s fics . A
| o vt Public Library  [oene wen e

PROUD IS THE word to de- saicl Mryg. Roberts,

scribe how Kilgore should be

. ahout the cily library, which is
heeoming more useful to ils cit-
izens every single  day. Mr
Buck Morris, eil engineer who
has a 1-cunce bottle of oil from
the first wetl drilled in the
United - Slates, gives us a re-
port on. the library's cqllectim‘l
of oil bonks. The oil men are
walcome to use il, as you will
see from a slory in loday's
paper,

Lists Issues Of
Mogozmes Neeiled

Mrs, Nm man Roberts, assistant
librarian at the Kilgore ubiic
Library has been sending copics
of periodicals to be beund in pmr-
manent Tiles during the pasl wesl:,
and she {finds that she is in need
of baek issues of severni magn-
zines, ‘

“If you have any back copics of
American Home, Aris and Deco-
falion, Asia,  Allantic Monthly,
Ftude, Readers’ Digest, Forlune,
Holland’s Magazine, llouge  and
Garden, Ilouse - Beautiful,  Life,
National Geographice, or Time, snd
il you hhve no use for (hem we
would  really  nnpoecinge your

Mrs., Roberis added
would he glad 1o sene o o
for the magazines i o o
unnble 1o bring then: |
bravy.




| Labmet Member Speaks In Kilgore

N

Nilgove iy L Thevel 7,0 1940
SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR ITAROLD ICKES and his young
atiractive wile wete visitors in Kilgore today, Mr. Ickes is the only
cabinet member of the United Stales government over Lo be r_'ntn"r—
tained in Kilgore. He will spoal lonight at the Kilgore Junior

College auditorium under the auspices of the Kitgore Chamber of

Commerce.

O N T L R T T

ON HIS TOUR of Kilgore and
the oil field this morning, muade
during intermittent downpours of
rain, the only piace Mr, I. show-
ed any inclination {o get out was|
at the Kilgore Public Library.
Here, he ‘went in and [ookocd
around and met Misg Elizabclhi

Hay, the liprarian. )
WErcm ,*,‘ ol .l,@/i” I
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Library Exhibit

Interésting Part

Of WPA Displays

At the WPA Sewing Roomn an
exhibit showing work done by the

WPA library workers is attracting
‘the attention of many of the dally
visitors during This Work Pays
Your Community Week. The valu-
able service rendered local citizens
by WPA workers is graphicaily ii-
lustrated in the exhibit,

. One display shows the step by
step process of sewing and re-
binding the books which have
become too worn through usge to
be circulated further,

Another_ display shows by dia-
gram' the routine work performed
by the WPA library workers in
Kilgore Public Library. By a clov-
‘er arrangement of cards joined by
ribbons to the drawlug to the
floor plan of the public library,
the visitors are able to see at n
glance that worlk performed g of
netual cash value and that serv-
fce  rendered ' makes possible n

| displéy, vlsitors learn that Kilgore
[WPA: library  workers - ilst among
their daily duties:

Writlng slips for books to be
| ordered, 'checking orders against
card catalog cards, checking in

order, stamping new booka with
| Kilgore Public' Library stamp, ac-
| ceasioning * books, cutting book
Jackets and filing, pasting book-
{ plates, book péckets, and blurhs
In the books, shelving and loaning
books, taking borrower's applica-
| tions, typing borrowers  cards,

7(@7({,/?(6;‘(/4) }717—-1/1&4_/" E_. /

‘speeding -up of all rouatine work ®
In the library. By means of this.

new booKs against lnvolces and !

checking . in newspapers and put-

|ting on newspaper rods, checkihg
in Iagazines and placing .in bind-
ers, filing cards - in card catalog,

- ilinding source of answers to rei-
.erence questions, heiping students.

[ find material to suppiement schoal
| work, mending books, and typing
' periodical correspondence.
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~ From its early beginning in a single room in the local hospital
to the beautiful, magnificent, structure that is admired. by many
out-of-state visitors, as well as our local clientele, we think we have

an awful lot to be proud of and we invite you to come and share.

it with us.

. KILGORE CITY COMMISSION . -

Mayor Mayor Pro-tem
Foster T. Bean

Mickey D. Smith
| James E. 'Harvey_ ,

 Rex Whitten

Dewayne White — City Manager -
Bobbie Schutz — Library Director

Staff

Callie Thdmpéon J oycé Riddles
Dorys Ward Barbara Miles
Peggy Kohlepp

Geneva Massingiil

“Lielant A Guinf =t Afchitsef © .+

_ David Henington — Library Consultant

Kerr Engineerin g, Inc. — General Contractors

~ Julian W. Potter

Vo

Kilgare Public Tibrarg

Erected 1939
Addition 1979 — 1981

e AVt bt i LA e A L e ™

. Library Drawing by

- Joyce Riddles
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PROGRAM

Invocation ..................... .

Introduction of Librarian and Staff

Dedication R S

Special Presentation

Benediction ........... ... ... .. ... .....

Invitation to Visit: Refreshments

St. Luke’s United Methodist Church .

Master of Ceremonies ................. .. .. Julian W. Potter

Mayor Pro-tem

Rev. George W. Rdss

Welcome ................................ Mayor Foster T. Bean

....... Dr. Dorman H. ‘Win-'frey
Director—Tex_as State Library

.......- Rev. 0. D. Oliver
First Baptist Church

‘HISTORY

The first public library in Kilgore was founded by the Kilgore
Business and Professional women'’s Club i August, 1933. The mem-
bers sold tickets to dances and many-other fund-raising projects
to make money to buy books. Next, they needed a place to house the.
coliection plus shelves to hold them. One of the members, Nanneite
(Crain} Wickham’s father, Dr. J. B. Crain, let the club use one large
room in the local hospital which was located where East Texas Glass
is today. Most of the members of the club, heing single at the time,
solicited help from their boyfriends to build shelves and help them -
set up the firsi library in Kilgore. Merchants donated lumber, nails,

‘and other supplies needed for the purpose.

Kilgore at this time was hursting at the seams with people fromi
all over due to the oil boom. Since the young women worked during
the day, they kept the library open from 7.p.m. to 9 p.m., Monday
through Friday, {wo girls working together each night. Men, women,
and children from all walks of life came to enjoy the facilities offered
by this energetic group. a

Later, the library was moved to a room in the old Texan Theater
loaned to the club by Liggett N. Crim. :

In about 1937, the City of Kilgore took over the sponsorship of
the library and Roy H. Laird, Mayor at the time, along with City
Commissioners J. E. Bagwell and E. C. Middlebrook, as well as many
library board members and friends decided it was time to build a
permanent home. It is the present building we are in today and was
completed in October, 1939, at a cost of $45,454; part of this amount
being a PWA grant of $20,454. o '

‘The structure is of French Provincial design, and it is made of
Texas limestone with a base of shell stone. The roof is covered with
thick, wooden shingles. ‘ '

The interior has an ancient appearance. Designs of fleur-de-lis

" on the ceiling of the foyer earry out the French motif of the arch-

itecture. The walls in the foyer are of shellacked brick taken from a
building in Pittsburg, Texas, that was being razed at that time. The
shellac gives an effect of great age. The walls of all the other rooms
are of plaster with various designs. : _

The original architect, George M. Marble, is still living and
resides in Athens, Texas. . _

In October, 1939, Kilgore Public Library opened for business
with a book collection of 8,000 volumes. The population of Kilgore
at that time was 6,708. :

‘Today, we are here for the dedication of a much needed addition

of 4,450 square feet. We have the citizens of Kilgore to thank for the

passage of the bond issue for $300,000, thé City Commission for
approving the total cost of building and architect fees of $359,652.92"
and $50,936.06 for furnishings. R £

Our population has grown to 11,245 people. We serve anyone
within the Kilgore trade area :which means service to neighhoring
counties. Our central coflection is 26,945 volumes plus 7,866 volumes
in our Liberty City branch library for a total cellsction of 34811
voiumes. .
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‘ the dustin Public Librery has

R . LR e

.. . . porsod reading the most books during tho fivc wooks of the contcst

. r
D gt T NS

" \VEilgore. An unusual honor came fo the Kilgore Publie Library when the picture
of its new, modern building appeared, with that of 12 oiher libraries of all times

. and all paris of the world, in the 1942 edition of "Compton's Pictured Encyclopedias"

The pictures appear in an article entitled "Libraries from Ancient to Modern Times,"
and tho caption of the picture of the Kilgore Library building reads, "Irvitation
to Loarning in a Small Town." A brief deseription follows the picturs.

Augtin. 1In an effort to more nearly meet the needs of people in war times,
changed its lending rules to allow borrowers to keep
books for a longer period of time\ New books, both.fiction and non-fiction, may
be kept for two weeks, while older baoks may be kept for four weekss Rach person
may check out as many s six books at-one time, and no booke may be renowed. Thu .
chenge was made becguse of the difficulty so meny people have now in getting to

tho library more often,

\/Among, those whb have takon eivilian war positions are Miss Elizabeth Hay' of
the Mlgore Public Library who is now with the Offlce of Price Administration, and

- Miss Willie Mae Robichsaux of Tyrrell Public Library who accepted a position with

the United States Army Training Depot at New Orleans,

-

_-'T7”k§1§6re£'"ﬁu§ihg'Eﬁa”éummer, tho Kilgore Public Library conductod a Victory
B Sk Contest which was very successful in stimulating rcading among the young
P,OP;E-[ Tho prizo, a copy of Websterts Collegiatc Dictionary, wes awarded the

]
L™ - R D ™. % 7 LS T ~ *



KILGORE PUBLIC LIBRARY

ﬁlthouéh Hilgmre dates to the late rineteenth century,
the history . of its municipal development really began in the 
19308 with thé‘diﬁcmvery of £hﬁ rich East Texas 0Ll Field.
Hhile many Dthgr towns  and cmmmunitiéﬁ had important ties to
'ﬁh@ mii boom that followed, the citizens of Hilgore ménaged
 .th.EEtab1iEh a progressive government that assured the
community wnula”remain viable and stromng long after the
nil-rel ated speculation declined. ﬁn@-viﬁible‘remiﬁd@r of
Eilgaré’s Depression—era prugreaaivi%m iz the town's public
library. | : |

The idea for a'public 1iﬁrary dic nmt‘begin with city
.wFFicials, although it was mentioned as a worthvy goal by the
.Chamber of Commerce as eérly as 1931, the year after the
opening of the'mil$ields.?_ Thie city,:hwwever, lFreadd mther'
priorities, given thé problems associated with the
paradoxical boomtown development in the midst of a.natimnal
economic crisis. ‘ﬁ‘municipallywéunded.1ihraryg therefore,
gave way to such projects as road rmﬁrmveméntﬁ and the

construction of water and tility lines.



Thanks to the éffmrﬁs of twe civic~minded ladies’
arganizations, a town library hecame a reality in 1933. The
Delphian Club and the Filgaore Buﬁinesé and Frotessional
Women's Club initiated plans to fund, house, and staff a
library facility. Without benefit of an endowment or the
donation of a hajur cailection,.memberﬁ began raising the
necessary funds through projects such as puhlic.dancmgn
They S00N Secured permission to wse a room in the city
Hmmpital and recruited their fri@ﬁdﬁ to construct shelves
from lumber and supplies dnﬁated by local merchants. Since

.@any a¥f the'wamen @Drkad at the time, the library was first
oopen for Dn;y two hours each evening. Club members
Qmiuntaered their time to sta¥¥ the facility.=

When the hmldingsloutgrew the hmapital-ﬁpécﬁ,.meal
Busi nessman Liégatt N. Crim provided space in his Texan
Theater. By 1937, thé cit? had become a sponsor of the
project, &anributing theraum of F50 per month. At aﬁuut
the same time, city officiales initiated plans to assume full
responsibility for the library. Leéding the @%%ﬂFﬁ were
Mayor Roy H. Laird and commissioners.J. E. Bagwell and E. C.
Middlebrook. As a rasmlt_o% their support, the City of
Hilgmfé began planning for a new library building. Funding

tor the project came from the city and from the Fublic Works



Administration, one of President. Franklin D. osevelt's New

Deal Prograns,. T
Lompleted in Dctober, 1939, the new Filgiwre FPublic

Library presented a striking architectural addition to thé

developing boomtown. The architect, George M. Marble of

Dallas (later of Athens, Texas), chose a French Frovencial

design reminiscent of a European chateau.® While the design

was unusual in the Finey Woods of deep East Texas, it was in

keeping with a general popular trend Qf lihr&ry

Cconstruction. Just as bank architecture often refiected

strength and stability and school design projected order and

classicism, libraries frequently represented important ties

- to great philosophical, educational, and artistic movements

of the past. In that regard, Marble's choice of

chateaussque detailing celebrated the contributions of

Renaissance Europe.

Important exterior features include an assymetrical

- plany paired windows, shingled window pediments, and a

dominant tower element, flanked by hélugtradea, that form
the central entry. The massive Fuof, while shingled, is
mimilar in-prqﬁmrtinn and impact to thatched roofs found on
eafly cottages throughout ﬁany parts of Furope. _Thm
significance of the rawf is enhanced by the ﬁmntra%t in

shading, from the dark shingles to the: light limestone



walls. While there are many interesting verticai linaé.in
the overall design, horitmntality is maintained,,especially'
through the structuwre’'s prominent 51L1hg on a hlmp1nq tract
of land. -

Interior featurag acﬁn the strong statements of the
exterior designg

Dezigns of fleur-de-lis on the ceiling of the fover
carry out the French motif of the archite tuwre. The

walle in the fover are of shellacked bric. taken from
building in Pittsburg, Texas, that was be ng razed at
that time. The shellac gives an effect o great age.

The walls of all the other rooms are of poaster with
various desagng. '

Tie Eilgmra Fublic Library opened with 8000 volumes, &n
lmpressive number given the size of the town (&700) and the
brief history of the its library movement.® The federal

government continued as a partner in the project for somne

YIEER S, supplying'wwrkefs through the Works Frogress
CAdministration (WPB). & 1941 newspapéw-article moted the
many contributions of the WFA workers. Covering events
assoriated with.”This NDFE.PGVE Your Community Week," it
noted:

Une display shows the step by step proceas of
sewing and rebinding the books which have become too
worn through use to be circulated.

_ Another display shows by dLaqram the IDuttﬁD wor b
performed by the WFA library workers in Kilgore Fub b
Library. By a clever arrangement of cards joined by
tibbons to the drawing to the floor plan of the
libraryy the visitors are able to see at a glance
that work performed is.of actual cash value and that
service rendered makes possible a speeding up of all



routine work in the. library. By means of this displav,
wvisitors learn that Kilgore WFA workers list amorg their
daily duties: ) _ . - )
Writing slips for books to be ordered, checking .
orders against card catalog cards, checking in new
books against invoices and order, stamping new books
with Kilgore Public Library stamp, accessioning hooks,
cutting book jackets and filing, pasting bookplates,
book pockets, and blurbs in the books, shelving and
loaning books, taking borrower’'s applications, tvping
borrowers cards, checking in newspapers and putting
LN newspaper rods, checking in magazines and placing
in binders, filing cards in card catalog, finding
source of answers to reference questions, helping
students find matefialzto'supplement school worlk,
ard typing periodical correspontence.?

Althéugh.th@ detail of the article is painfully familiar to
anyone who has filed work audits gw gmvernmenta1 reviewsg it.
ﬁm&% provide insight_into an impmrtantg‘buf 1Lttla-known.
program of the WPA. i

The library algm'had'twb other related & :zscciations
with the New Deél.. First, it was located wit in th@ ity s

pubblic parlk, which included numerous stroctur »g, walls, and

CFacilities built as a result of FWA funding. Second,

™

Secretary of the Interior Harold C. Ickes, whose deparbment
administered such programs as the WFPA and the FUA,
personally toured the facility. On March 27, 1940, Ickes

wias vieiting Kilgore and the East Texas (il Field. Az the

lncal paper recorded: Y. . . the only place Mr. I. showed

any inclination to get out was at the Kilgore Public

Library. Here, he went in}and looked around and met Miss

Elizabeth Hay, the librarian."®



Since the 5mnmtmwﬁ days of Hilgmfe's histoury, the
library has cnﬁtinued to serve the community and tm'meat,its
educatimnal needs with a diveréity of collectimng.and

programs. It has continued the dramatlc arowth that marlPd
its Parly vears, and in 1981 was enlarged with an add:tlun
designed by the Drigihal-architect, Beorge M. Marble. While
substantial, the add1t1mn was designed in a way that would
not detract %rmm thé 1nt9qr1ty of the Dr1q1n$1 uni gue
building. The 1939 structure remains an important symbol of
Filgore's cmmmltment to excellence and a municipal landmark .

widely admired for its beauty and elegance.

Written by:
. Dan K, Utley

-Researched by:
Nelda Lewis
Virginia Long
Betty Robertson



ENDNOTES

t"Information Pamphlet: Eilgore Fublic Library.
Lomplled and written by Kilgore High School students far:

opening of the new llhrary building, UctDbP!. 19359 (see
attached).

2'0pen House and Dedication." A P oo am prepared by

the Kilgore FubllL lerary statf mpen1nq of the new: lxbrary_mnmm_ mmmmm

TWiITG, MAFER 29, 1981

F'(0pen House and Dedication," 1981y "iInformation
Famphlet: Kilgore Public Library," 1939, '

“"Upeh House and Dedication,“ 1961y Vertical files,
Filgore Fublic Library.

®"Open House and Dedication," 1941.
“"(pen House and Dedication,” 1981,

Tkilgore Daily Mews, (no date shown), 1941 {(from .

O Rl

tibrary's vertical files).

“kilgore Daily News, March 27, 1540.
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"Information Pamphlet: Kilgore Public Library®. Weritten and
o compiled by "121 Sophomore English Students of the
Eilgore High School,” this brochure was printed in
October, 1929, to coincide with the opening of the
new library building (see attached),

Eilgore Daily News. March 27, 1940.

Eilogore Daily News. (No date), 1941i.

"Dpen'Hmuse and Dedication Frogram. " ilgore FPublic Library.
Dedication of library addition, March 29, 1981.

Vertical files. kilgore Public Libwéry.



APPLICATION FORM FOR OFFICIAL TEXAS HISTORICAL MARKER

Texas Historical Commission
State Marker Program -
- P.O. Box 12276, Austin, Texas 78711

Title of Marker County

(subject to revision by ’ : i i
THC stafh Kilgore Public Library V Gregg

Marker Location

(strcet address and town, ’ 301 North Henderson Blvd.
or specific directions from Kilgore, Texas 75662
nearest town on state highway map)

Distance and direction . - ‘ If not on post, tvpe of
of subject surface to which marker P Stone -
from marker site ’ will be attached {woaod. stone, etc.)

Owner of : Address w4 Citv, Zi .
Marker Site » City of Kilgore < 909 N. Kilgore Yo £1p I;;ég;re

Sponsor of ) . I Address _ City, Zip
Marker Kllgor;e_lmplgovement & ‘ P. O. Box 1524 Kilgore, Texas
Beautification Association' 75662

- Signature of m Address City, Zip <= S~fF0
County Chairman }%W ;2; A M <

417 Mobberly Ave. Longview 75602

“Person to ‘whum marker% é/ Address . City, Zip  Teiephone
15 1o be shipped* Ron‘Cox, City Manager - " 909 N. Kilgore Kilgore (required) 214
_City of Kilgore . 75662 984-5081

*If marker is to be placed on highway right-af-way, it will be shipped to vour district highway engineer.

Please consult the back of this page for specifications of the markers available. Check Lhe items desired below. Approval of the application and
narratlive must be obtained from the county historical commission. as indicated by the county chairman’s signature on this form. hefore
- forwarding the material to the Texas Historical Commission. Please do nor send payment if ordering subject or buiiding markers; [unds will be
requested ance the application has been approved by the State Marker Committee. Sales tax must be added to the price, except if purchased by a

tax-txcmpt organization. Applicants may order a markcr with a socket to attach to lhelr own post; howevcr the cost is the same as & marker
furnished with a foundry post.

' SUBJECT MARKERS C DIRECTIONAL SIGNS
O 167 x 127 grav i i : . .
- ‘ “ gra\'c marker (COI.“CS with mounting bar) ............. 3225 Please indicate quantity desired and-give location(s) on form above:
0 277 x 42" subject marker with post .. .ovueninininieennnnn, 3650 " « 24" Historical Markers In City si ) SED
Q 277 x 42" subject marker without post. .. ..iv.vvinninennn... 5600 A x2 H‘smnaf arkers I CUY SIB0 . oveeesnnnnss AP
. AR b . These will be shinped 10v and placed an yvour towns cify
O 18"« 28 sub}'eci marker withpost .......oooooiiiiae “e. 3375 fimits signy by the District Highway Engineer.
0O 137 x 28" subject marker withoutpost...............cconu.us. $300 . .
. . . . — Black and White (for farm-to-market roads, state and U.S. highways}
L3 4Wed request that RTHL desigration be considercd for this marker, __ Green and White (Tor interstate highways)
(Please see signature line below) 187 x 227 Historical Marker directional si 80
" x 227 Historical Marker directional sign ... vvvusveieaianns
BUILDING MARKERS In hiack and whire onlv. For ity end county roads.
8 167 x 127 building marker with post ......loooiiioiiaenen, 3350 Applicant must supph post and be responsible for placement.’
B 167 x 127 building marker without post. . ....ooenvninenenen... $300 —. With arraw pointing straight ahead

" Applications for building markers will automatically be considered for the — With arrow pointing left

RTHE. designation. Please read careflully Texas Marker Policies 13 through  — With arrow pointing right

. I8 _and-indicatgthat you have done so by signing below. OTHER
& National Register plaque ... i iiiiiiiaii e L5 50
'k "% 12" x 6" supplemental plate §110

[w]
O 12" x 6"supplemental plate .. ... . oo
Signa!ure of owner ‘0 16" x 12" building marker plate onty
' (e POlICY H15) o vt i e e §190
PAPERWEIGHTS o Replr:lcemenl medaliion (see policy H15} ... . i 5110
. . . O Bronre stars {[or replacement on 1936
Please indicate quantity desired. granite markers) .. ... iiiiii i e $ 25
3" x 47 plastic paperweight O Bronre wreaths {for rcpldwmenl on : .
mrounted with replica ol marker ..ot i i e e $90- £936 granite markers).. ... $ 25
Allow two months from completion of marker & Bronze scals (for replacement on
for n,(_ﬂ-,'" of paperweight. - 1936 granite markers) ... .o i e e e e AP N
: 1 Bronze plaics (for replacernent on
—— Medallion paperweight ... ...l i e e $40 1936 gramite markers) ..o oo e e S

Allenws four lines of engraving: please indicate desired wording. O Certificales of commeéndation ... .. ................ P 1) Y AIRE



CURTIS TUNNELL
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

TE'XAS 'HI'S(TORICAL COMMISSION

'P.0.BOX 12276 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 B . ©(512)463-6100

February 13, 1990

 Dr. Norman W. Black, D.D.S.
417 Mobberly Ave.
Longview, Texas 75602

RE: XILGORE PUBLIC LIBRARY
16"X12" building marker w/o post

Dear Pbr. Black:

This letter is to notify you that we have received fhe above referenced marker
application. i

o [
i 8
i

The application first will be reviewed and evaluated by the Texas Historica;ﬁ_
‘Commission staff. Should additional information be needed, you will be contacted.
After any deficiencies have been corrected, copies of the application will be

. sent to the members of the State Marker Committee, who will make the final
determination of the topic's acceptability for marking.

vz

You will be notified as soon as the committee makes its decision. TIf the topic
“is approved for marking, we will request payment at the time of notification.

If not approved, the application will be returned along with a letter of
explanation,

Because of the variables involved in the marker process and because we must

coordinate our orders with the schedule of the contracting foundry, we would
ask that the dedication date not be set until you have received notice that

the marker has been chipped.

We appreciate your interest in preserving the history of:Texas.

)
Y

Sincerely, * R

Frances Rickard, Director
State Marker Program

FR/bjb
cc: Ron Cox

/ e State % mg 1 far S lauc .g)mwfsz/&




CURTIS TUNNELL

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

P.0. BOX 12276 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 . . . (512)463-6100
October 5, 1990 :

Ron Cox, City Manager
City of Kilgore

209 N. Kilgore
Kilgore, TX 75662

RE: EKIICORE PUBLIC IITERARY
301 N. Henderson Blvd., Kilgore
16"X12" building marker without post
(Job #14090)

-Dear Mr. Cox:

This letter is to notify you that the State Marker Committee has reviewed and approved
the above-referenced structure for the Recorded Texas Historic Landmark (RTHL} desig-
nation. This special status, awarded to properties deemed worthy of preservation for
their architectural integrity and historical associations, conveys a measure of legal
protection to the building. Notification of any modifications to the exterior of this
structure should be made to the Texas Historical Commission at least 60 days prior to

the commencement of work. Please refer to the enclosed brochure for further information
on the RTHL @designation. . ' o

At this time payment for the marker is due. A check, in the amount of $324.00 ($300.00
if paid for by a tax-exempt organization) should be made payable to the Texas Historical
Commission and sent to the letterhead address as soon as possible. Once payment is re-
ceived, the application will be placed in line to have the marker inscription written.
The inscription will not be prepared until after funds have been received. When the
text is written, a copy will be sent to you and any parties listed below for review.

The Texas Historical Commission wishes to éohgratulate you on the preservatioh' of this
fine structure and appreciates your effort to record Texas history in this manner. ..

Sincerely,

Frances Rickard, Director
State Marker Program
"FR/bb

cc: Dr. Norman Black, Gregg CHC
' - Kilgore Improvement & Beautification Assoc.

| e State O gengy fow Historto Lresonoation




Texas Historical Commission Staff (CJB), 11/5/90
Official Texas Historical Building Marker w1thout post, for stone
Gregg County (Job #14090) :
Location: 301 N. Henderson Blvd., Kilgore
KILGORE PUBLIC LIBRARY* |
KILGORE'S FIRST PUBLIC LIBRARY
OPENED IN 1933 UNDER THE DIREGTION
OF TWO LOCAL WOMEN'S CLUBS,WITH
FUNDiﬁG FROM THE FEDERAL PUBLIC
WORKS ADMINISTRATION, SUPPORT
FROM THE CITY,AND LABOR FROM THE
| WQRKS PROGRESS.ADMINISTRATION,
THIS STRUCTURE WAS COMPLETED IN
19394 ARCHITECT GEORGE M.MARBLE
DESIGNED THE LIBRARY BUILDING IN A
STYLE REMINISCENT OF COTTAGES IN
THE FRENCH PROVINCE Of NORMANDY ¢
MARBLE ALSC DESIGNED THE 1981

REAR ADDITION,

RECORDED TEXAS HISTORIC LANDMARK. - 1990%**

*1/2 inch lettering
*%3/8 inch lettering
***1/4 inch lettering
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By ANNELLE DUGAN

Kilgore Public Library was founded in 1933
when the Business and Professional Women's
Club tock it as a project, said Paul Bendel,
speaker for the Kilgore Kiwanis Club luncheon

Tuesday at the Community Inn and Convention -
Center. o
: The B&PW Club launched the library project.

with $90 — and no books, he said.
Nannette Wickham's father, Dr. J.B. Crane,
pravided a room in his hospital on North Kilgore

_ Street, and merchants donated lumber and other

items to make shelves. Others donated books, and
club members kept the library open from 7 to 9
p.m. Monday through Friday, with two women at
a time taking turns working in the library.

Later, the library was moved to the old _

Texan Theater, Bendel said. :

The current building was constructed in 1939
at a cost of $39,000, with $20,000 of that being
Works Projéct Administration money. ~

"George Marble, Dallas architect, designed
the building, Bendel reported. Marbie later said
the French Provencial-style library was one of his

‘most prized designs. He added that he had to

fight the WPA officials to keep many of the spe-

" Bendel tells Kiwanians
| history of Kilgore library

cial features in the library's design,

The building features such items as stone
lions at the entrance, leaded glass windows, a
weathervane, hand carved beams, hand carved

' reference desks, fireplaces, and animal motifs in
* the children's room. '

In 1978, voters approved a bond issue that
included a $400,000 addition to the library,

which was matched as closely as possible to the . .

existing facility

The library has 33,000 volumes, plus five

daily newspapers and more than 100 monthly

periodicals, andio cassettes, video cassettes, and -

records. It also has a meeting room that is avail-
able to the public for meetings.

3

The City of Kilgore, Gregg County and the

State of Texas provide funding for the library.
Friends of the Library was formed several
years ago, and the organization annually sponsors
a book sale, It has purchased carpet for the chil-
dren’s room and bought books for the library.

An open house is slated for Tuesday, Dec. 4,
from 7 to 9 p.m., with the Kilgore High School

~* stringed orchestra playing and refreshments being

served.

OPEN HOUSE — Frank Herbert;

Rebecca Bendel and David Wilcox Jr.

decorate one of the Christmas trees in the
Kilgore Public Library in preparation of

2y

‘the library's open house Tuesday, 7-9

p.m. The open house is being sponsored
by Friends of the Library. (Photo by
Melinda W: Bigelow)




Gregg County Historical Commission
Norman W. Black, D.D.S. 417 Mobberly Avenue Phone
Chairman Longview, Texas 75602 §03-757-2261

October 24, 1991

Janet Marley

Kilgore Public Library
301 Henderson Boulevard
Kilgore, Texas 75662

Dear Janet:

Thanks for the lettér, invitation draft and preliminary program. This
locks great! I only wish they would all be as correct as yours.

I am enclosing some lists which, I hope, will keep you from waiting. The

notes on the Gregg County Historical Society list should explain. There

are some additional new members which Beth Dodson, the secretary, has and
- I'11 get them to you as soon as I can.

Sincerely,

Enc.



Mrs. Mildred Wood Barker
- P. 0. Box 7065 _
' Gladewater, Texas 75647

Mrs. Sally Gossett Barron
3215 Pat
Longview, Texas 75601

Mrs, Amelis Belding
L Palisades Blvd.
Longview, Texas 75601

Mr. Jack Buchanan
1504 Lazy lane
Longview, Texas 75600

Mrs. Anne P, Cammack
2007 Sunshine Sguare
- Longview, Texas 75601

" Mrs. Pauline Cox

P. 0. Box 174
White Oak, Texas 75693

Mrs. B. W, Crain, Jr.
P. 0. Box 2146
Longview, Texas 75606

-Sondra Daniel
803 Willow Blwvd.

. Gladewater, Texas 75647

Mrs. Bill W, Dodson
117 W. Ddgefield
Iongview, Texas 75602

Dr. Ken Durhan
15 Country Place
Longview, Texas 75601

Mrs. Helen MclHaney Griffin

2600 Brookview
Kilgore, Texas 75062

Mrs. Nelda Lewis
2301 Greenhills
Kilgore, Texas 75662

Mrs. II. L. Tong
2909 Royal Drive
Kilgore, Texas 75662

Mrs. Gordon J. Mayer
P. 0. Box h28
Gladewater, Texas 750647

‘Dr. W, D. Rorthcutt, III

P. 0. Box 3523 ¢

- Longview, Texas 75606

Dr. Norman W. Black,

~Chalxrman
417 Mobberly Ave.

Longview, Texas 75602

Mrs. John W. Osteen
405 Phillips Drive
Gladewater, Texas 75647

Mrs. Amanda Pratt
P. 0. Box 990
Kilgore, Texas 75662

Mr. Ben Reynolds
P. 0. Box 51
White Oak, Texas 75693

. Mrs. Nancy Ruff

13 Iris Circle
Longview, Texas 75601

Mrs. Charlotte Teske

1101 Yates Drive
Longview, Texas 75601

Mr, Joe White
3208 Edgewood

‘Kilgore, Texas 75662
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P. 0, BOX 542
LONGVIEW, TEX&S 72606

. STATEMENT

_ October 1991-October 1992 - | $3.00

MEETING THE LAST THURSDAY

OCTOBER, JANUARY-MAY
EDUCATION CENTER
GREGG COUNTY HISTORICAL MUSEUM



The Gregg County llistorical Sociely Membership-1989

[1.C. meecns tese people are on the G-C.ﬂu*-Lumce( Comimisscon 11.5*[‘.0_'_
29: !Pv\tcn."}‘ dhes e Fout-ot-covaty e Pers dind Yo M2y choore no
' +° lb\C_'L)Cle -‘__\,\eM O vy I—"OUV—‘ ‘4’\3['}"\% ‘\J'\' CIMU'""&“‘-IOM-&)

. . 4
NbTC—,'. W e beln {for Seme ot Yhese who whll Prgbabn’ut ke on Enothe hs

Hhet you have (Ceveline Ross, et al)

Name & Addregs | _ Neme & Address
Mrs. E.G. Andress Mrg. Lesley F. Brown
. 1507 Judson Road - 206 South Center -
Longview, Texas 75601 _ Longview, Texas 75602
Mrs. Mildred Barker | Hc Jack T. Buchanan
P.0. Box 765 HPa=Erire—Clesmeiene /504 Lazg Lene
Gladewater, Texas 75647 Longview, Texas 75608 4
4.C e Mrs. Paul B. Belding Mra. Robert Cargill -
4 Palisades Blvd - 4 Covington Drive
Longview, Texas 75601 . Longview, Texas 75602
; RN T el : | Yvonne E. Clark
Mr. Lawrence Blrdsong, Jr. _ . 905 N. Fourth Street
104 West Whaley _ Longview, Texas 75601

Longview, Texas 75601
? Mr. & Mrs. Howard Coghlan
i, Dr. Norman W. Black ~ P.0. Box 2665
417 South Mobberly Longview, Texas 75606
Longview, Texas 75602 .
H.L. Pauline Cox

& Mrs. James Bond P.0. Box 174
. 5433 wateka Drive White Oak, Texas 75693-0174
Dallas, Texas - 75209
, _ . Mr. & Mrs. B.W. Crain, Jr,
Mr. Edwin R. Booth P.0, Box 2146
106 Betty Drive ‘Longview, Texas 75606

. Longview, Texas 75602
; Mrs. Hobert 5. Danlel
A Mr. Howard Bramlette _ 803 Willow Blvad
2014 ULinden Ave. #4 . Gladewater, Texas 75647
Rashvillle, Tenn. 37212 o
: ' #.<. Dr. Ken Durham
Mrs. B.M. Brewton No. 15 Country Place
311 South High Longview, Texas 75601
Longview, Texas 75602
. #.C. Beth Dodson
Mrs. Frances H. Bristow . 117 W, Edgefieldr
327 Eden Drive #312 Longview, Texas 75602
Longview, Texas 75601

Mrs. Arthur N. Brownh
6 New Forest _
Longview, Texas 75601

Mre. A.E. Fancler
1104 South Fredonia

RJEEEEEEE#ﬁ? - | Longview, Texas ?5602




A Mrs. R.J. Findley
240 Mountain View Drive
Hurst, Texas 76054

Mrs. A.T. Glover
806 North Seventh

Longview, Texas 75601
Mr. & Mrs. Henry O. Gossett,
P.0, Box 88 :
Longview, Texas 75606

Mrs. Charles S. Gray
225 8. Club Drive
Longvliew, Texas 75602

Mrs., Barton Griffin
Rto 2’ BOX 59 . )
Kilgore, Texas 75662

.. Mrs. James H. Griffin, Jr.
i 2600 Brookview
Kilgore, Texas 75662

Mrs. Houston Harper
213 E. Edgefleld
Longview, Texas 75602

Tl Hembos:
Longrrevr—Hesa. B2t

Mrs. Mabel P, Henderson
600 Baylor #1730
Longview, Texas 75601

A Mr. & Mrs. W.C. Holloway III

P.0O. Box 402
Malakofr, Texas 75148

Mrs., K.W. Irwin
327 Eden Drive #305
Longview, Texas 75601

A Mrs. Roger Keans
"~ 4530 Gloster Road
Dallag, Texas 75220

B Mr. John Edwlin ULacy
_ P.0. Box 8004
l “--Dallas, Texas - 75205

Mrs. Royce G. LaPFitte
1203 Yates Drlve
Longview, Texas 75601

Mr. Mlichael Llverman
npsmraps] P.o. Fox 23 %
Longview, Texas 756096

y MI‘S.'-H.L. LOI’]S *

2902 Royal Drive
Kilgore, Texas 75662

Mrs. Fien Loomisd’{ooo Trgon RS
Longview, Texas 75601

Mrs. J.C. McKinley’

Mr. Jimmlie Joe McKinley

P.0. Box 2106

Longview, Texas 75606

e Mrs. Eugene R. McWhorter

508 Falrmont
Longview, Texas : 75601

Mr. & Mrs. B.F, Martin, Jr.

+P.0. Box 1902

Longview, Texas ' 75606

.¢, Mra. Gordon Mayer
P.0. Box 1428

Gladewater, Texas 75647
n——— e Js ey

oy 5= o 75601
Mr. Marvin R. Mlkeska

P.0. Box 26

Longview, Texas 75606

Q.,.
AnnhEllzabeth Moore
907 Sunshine Square
Longview, Texas 75601

Mrs. Curtis Mg}ris
1215 South Fredonia
Longview, Texas 75602

Mrs. Leon D. Northcutt
Pt 1910 N . Eestmen

Longview, Texas 75608\

Mrs. W.D. Northcutt, Jr.
31 Covington Drive o '
Longview, Texas 75602



¥.pr. W.D, Northecutt II1X

Longview, Texas
H4Mrs. John W. Osteen
4Los Phillips Drlve
Gladewater, Texas

Miss Alllse Ouings
412 South Fredonla
Longview, Texas
. Charles R. Perkins, Jr.
.. 821 MBank Bldg
211 E. Tyler Street
Longview, Texas

Mrs. Charles R. Perkins
1211 Hillcrest Drive
"~ Longview, Texas

Mrs. Murray L. Pyle
2806 Tryon Road
Longview, Texas

Mrs. Paul (Elizabeth) Ray
7 New Forest
Longview, Texas

Mrs. Leonard M. Rlggs
516 Cynthia

o Longview, Texas

Migs Caroline A, Ross
P.0. Box 929

Kllgore, Texas

fiCNancy B. Ruff
13 Irid Circle
Longview, Texas

Mrs. James C. Selman
912 Arkansas
Longview, Texas

Foir-RenciiveTrnmsd

1 208cin s -Conmnerersd=Rnrtk
Odoemrp=fowes
Mrs. Earl D. Smith

Lo6 E. Methvin
Longview, Texas

A Mrs. Guy Sterling
. 5610 Caruth Blvd
Dallas, Texas

Mr. & Mrs. Alto Tatum
718 Sylvan Drive
Longview, Texas

P.0. Box 2523
756080

75647

75602

75601
75601

75601-2733

75601

75601

75662

75601

75601

Wa. il

75601

75209

75602

H <

~ Mras,

...3-...

plesse send an mwvtafron 4
K Mrg, Terrbt-—she NVIR pyobebf.
W.S. Terry Come. _
420 N. Walnut

EﬂﬁF#*o«, Texas
Jekfersen,

Charlotte Tegke
1101 Yates Drive
Longview, Texas

75657

75601

Mrs. Kenneth Wlckham
1117 E. Houston
Kilgore, Texas 75662
Mre. Georgla B. Wilcox
P.0. Box 7575
Longview, Texas

75607

'Eloise Wilson

508 Oakdale

Longview, Texss 75602

Mrs. Hugh G, Willls

SR 23 Lake Charokee

75652

Henderson, Texas

Mysk Mrs. ﬁsrﬁiﬂ Williams
917 Fisher Rosd

Longview, Texas 75604
Mres. Tyaon Woods |
P.0. Box 460

Ingleside, Texas 78362




Gregg County Historical Commission
417 Mobberly Avenue Phone

Norman W. Black, D.D.S.

Chairman

Gregg County Commissioners Court

Kenneth J. Walker, Judge
P. 0. Box 3386
Longview, Texas 75606

G. A. Mclaughlin, Comm. Pci.

1109 FM Mg
 Longview, Texas 75605

Jim Gray, Comnm. Pelb. 2.
P. 0. Box 6194
Longview, Texas 75608

Longview, Texas 75602
April 9, 1991

Nelson R. Tyl, Comm. Pct. 3.

Rt. 4, Box 648
honaview, Yexam TH6HON

James Johnson, Comm. Pobt. I,

2400 Lilly St,
Longview, Texas 75602

Gregeg Gounty Sheriff
Bobby Weaver
F, 0. Box 506
Longview, Texas 75606

Dislrict Attorney
David Brabham
- 220 Joan St.
Longview, Texas 75601

1.

903-757-2261

i ' ve et v
Dr. Rllie Caston Dyrec
P, 0. Box 3342 (_Gp«'(&sgfjﬁ\"%'

Longview, Texas 75606

Rep. Jerry Yost
3211 W. Marshall Ave.
Longview, Texas 75604

—

Kenny Hawthorne Director
410 N. Center St. P;elh Stveet
Longview,.Texas 75601 ] '°Z:f;:}ug
Audrey Kariel Cl. Harrison
503 Landsdowne H e Communs.

Marshall, Texas 75670

h. ﬁu)& Co

Historical
Caw\ wa s Ao

Virginia Knapp

321 College Ave.
Henderson, Texas 75652
Jeanette Graham A VAN "°r*!}
507 Whiskey Still Rd. .
Daingerfield, Texas 75638 Hisd. Com

Sen. Bill Ratliff
P. 0. Box 1218
Mt. Pleasant, Texas 75455

Frances Rickard, Director
Local History Programs
Texas Historical Commission
P. 0. Box 12276

Austin, Texas 78711

Roni Morales, Director
Publications

P, 0. Box 12276
Austin, Texas 78711



PRESIDING
INVOCATION

 GREETINGS/WELCOME

ADDRESS /HISTORY
DEDICATION OF MARKER
READING ©OF MARKER

ACCEFTANCE/UNVEILING

BENEDICTION

FROGEAR

HOEMAN W. BLACK, D.D.5., CHAIRMAN
GREGH COUNTY HISTORICAL COMHISSION

LABEY DARNELL, PASTUR
EASTVIEW BAFPTIST CHUECH

BOR BARBEE, HAYOR
CITY OF ELLGORE

CAROL HINTOH, PRESIDEHT
KILGORE ITHPROVEMEHT & BEAUTIFICATION
ASBOHITATION

HMIEE EERE, HEMBER
FRIERDN: OF THE LIBEARY

VIRGIWHIA LUHG, FAST HEHBER
TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMIGSION

HELDA LEWILS, CHARTEE MEMBER
KIBA '

MAYOR BOB BARBEE

AMAHDA PRATT, PRESIDENT
FRIEHDN OF THE LIBEARY

JANET MARLEY, DIEECTOR
KILGOEE PUELIC LIBEARY

b T, PASTOR

CHRISTHAS OFPEH HOUSE FOLLOWING THE CEREMONY

SPONSORED  BY

THE FEIENDS OF THE KILGORE FUBLIC LIBRARY
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: .Sunday, December 1, 1991° |

_}Hlstorlcal marker dedlcatlon |

v
-

A Texas Hrstorroal ’IMarker

_ Dedication: for the Kilgore! Publrc

.- Library ls*'scheduled fot 7 pm.;
"Thursday T
. 'The brief: ceremony wrll be fol- 3
: lowed -by:"the - Friehds of. the
: Libraty's second antiual Christmas ;
- Open: House.: The publro is, mvrted
. toattend, - ¥
" Kilgore: Pubhc'-lerary is now in ; i
-its 58th year o kprovrdmg service to :
Kilgore and sur- ;
. roundmg nréas, Founded in: 1933, ;
: the women. of Kllgore nitist’ be | ;
* given credit for its birth, Six years ;

" before the French Proviricial struc- ¢

ture was completed, members of the ~
| Kilgore Buisiness and. Professional :
Womei's Club took up:the estab-:
lishinesit of a library as a. priject. |
 Starting with- only. $90° and no;
~ books, the pro_;ect was kept. alwe by i
donauons arid other means.

‘The group also had to find 4 place
10 house the library and shelves to :
. hotd the books Dr, 1.B: Crane let

. set at library on Thursday

. the club use one large 100111 in rhe .

Iocal hospital...

Later the hbrary was moved toa

: Toom in the.old Texan Theater

loaned to the club by Liggett Crim,

Within four years, the city, under -

the leadership of Mayor Roy H.

 Laird, got behind the project appro-
‘prratmg $50. per month toward ns: -

 Soon after,‘crty leaders along 0
wnh library board members and -

. friends decided it was time to build
a permanem structure,  It. is . the

- building the library is in today and .

was. finished in 1939 at a cost of -
* $45,000: -Of .the ' original  cost, -
$20, 000 was. Public Works Admm-

lSll'ﬁllOl‘l monies,

* Dallas architect George M, Mar-
ble: desij

veneo, a réglon in Southeast France

ied the building and chose’
> the styling which is found in Pro--

“famous in the Middle Ages for its - -

poetry and chrvalry



KILGORE PUBLIC LIBRARY HISTORICAL MARKER DEDICATION, DECEMBER 5, 1991, 7:00 P.M.

M.C. Good evening ladies and gentlemen. Welcome to the dedication of an Official
Texas Historical Marker: The Kilgore Public Library. This historical mark-
er is authorized by the State Of Texas and sponsored by the Texas Historic-
al Commission, the Gregg County Historical Commission and the Kilgore Im-
provement and Beautification Association. This marker designates this
building a Recorded Texas Historic Iandmark, the most significant of all

THC designations.

INVOG.  Please stand with me for the invocation given by the Rev. Larry Darnell,
Pastor of the BEastvliew Baptist Church., Rev. Darnell.

Thank you Rev. Darnell. You may be seated.

GREET. / His Honor, Mayor Bob Barbee, has eome remarks to make at this time., Mayer
WELLCOME

Barbee, Thank you Mr. Mayor.

Mr. Melvin Marshall, Vice-President of the Kilgore Improvement and Beauti-

fication Association will now come to the lecturn. Mr. Marshall.

Thank you Melwvin.

GUESTS - We have several guests with us this evening. {Ask guests to either stand

or raise their hands.) See list(s).

ADDRESS/ Mr. Mike Kerr, of the Friends of the ILibrary will tell us about the history
HISTORY
of the Kilgore Public Library. Thank you, Mr. Kerr.

DED. Mrs. Virginia Long of the Gregg County Historical Commiszsion and former

Vice-Chairman of the Texas Historical Commission and member of KIBA will



KILGORE FUBLIC TLIBRARY H.M, DEDICATION {page 2)

‘now dedicate the historical marker. 5he will also read the text of the
marker. Thank you, Mrs. Long. Virginia, of course, is
also President of the Kilgore Chanber of Commerce and involved in more

clvic activities than most anyone I know.

ACCEPT. & Mayor Barbee will accept the historical marker, and ¥rs. Amanda Pratt,
UNVELL,
President of the Friends of the Library and Mrs, Janet Marley, Director

of the Kilgore Public Library will unveil the marker.
BENEDICT. Rev. Darnell will return and give the benediction. Rev., Darnell.

CLOSE. Thank all of you for coming and for making #this dedication a memorable one.

And now, I believe the Annual Christmas Party is about to begin.



WRilgore ﬁﬁuhlft Yibrary

- @exus Historical Marker Bedication
- The Friends of the Wibrary
Christmas Open House

- Becomber 51881

e 'ﬂﬁﬂlnuyt_raﬁhn: With+
The Texas Historical ﬂl'um_miaain_n
The Gregg Tounty Histarical Commission

The Rilgore _Elmp'.rnu_zmmf and Beaudification Assoriation
The Friends of the Milgore Public Library
' . The City of Rilgore -




History

Kilgore Public Library, now init's 58th year, stands as a beautiful
memorial to the early day Kilgoreites who estabhshed and supported

its begmnmgs

Founded in 1933, the women of Kilgore must be given credit for
its birth. Six years before the French Provincial structure was
completed, members of the Business and Professional Women’s
Ciub took up the establishment of a library.as aproject with no books
and only $20. It was kept ahve by don

Dr. J.B. Crane’'s medical center was home to the fiest library.
lL.ater, the library was moved to a room in the old Texan Theatre
loaned to the club by Mr. Liggett Crirr_t.

Within four years, under the leadership of Mayor Roy H. Laird,
the City of Kilgore realized the important role that a public library
played in the. community and.thus decided to appropriate $50
monthly to its support

Shortly thereafter the clty, in con]unctron wrth hoard members
and friends decided to build a permanent structure. lt is the present
building we are in today and was completed in Ccioberof 1939 ata
cost of $45,000. Of the original cost $20 000 was public works
administration monies.

tn 1978, a bond issue was passed by the citizens of Kilgore that
enabled the addition of 4,500 square feet. Every effort was made to
ensure the addition would not detract from the original structure.

From its early beginnings in a single room in the local hospital to
the beautiful structure we admire today, Kilgore Public Library is
indeed an integral part of the City of Kilgore’s rich history.

Presiding

Invocation

Greetings

History

Presentation

Acceptance and
Unveiling

Benediction

Hrogram

Norman W. Black, D.D.S., Chairman
Gregg County Historical Commission

Larry Darnell, Pastor

- Eastview Baptist Church

Bob Barbee, Mayor
City of Kilgore

Melvin Marshall, Vice President
Kilgore Improvement & Beautification
Association

Mike Kerr, Member
Friends of the Library

Virginia Long, Past Member
Texas Historical Commission

Mayor Bob Barbee

Amanda Pratt, President
Friends of the Library

Janet Marley, Director
Kilgore Public Library

Rev. Larry Darnell

Christmas Open House immediately Following

Sponscred by

The Friends of the Kilgore Public Library

Musical Selections by the Kilgore High School Orchestra

lisa Roberts, Director
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'MARKE

‘Historical Marker which was presented at the

Kilgore Public Library Thursday night amid
ceremonies, _holiday music and an open house. -

- Fiefids’ of ‘the - Library
President Amanda Pratt, left, and Librarian .
Janet Marley, right, unveil the new Texas

Friday, December 6, 1991

i

sponsored: by Friends-‘of -the ‘Library. The ..

-marker dedication attracted nearly 100 people

including county and city officials. The
marker will be erected outside the library next
week. (Photo by Greg A. Collins) .
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By GREG A. COLLINS
;. Amid holiday music and beautiful Christmas decorations, a Texas
Historical marker was dedicated at the Kilgore Public Library Thursday
evening, Librarian Janet Marley and Friends of the Library President
Amanda Pratt unveiling the honor as nearly 100 people looked on.
.~ The marker dedication preceded an open house at the facility, spon-
sored by Friends of the Kilgore Public Library. Members of the Kiigore
Improvement and Beautification Association board of directors also helped
host the event by serving and greeting,
H In cooperation with the Texas. Historical Commission, the Gregg
County Historical Commission, KIBA, the Friends of the Kilgore Public
Library and the City of Kilgore, the marker was formally presented to the
citizens of the community. : : ‘

- Norman W. Black, D.D.S. and chairman o’ the Gregg County
Historical Commission, presided over the event. He commented the li-
brary was being marked as a Texas Historical Landmark, the highest dis-

'~ tinction possible, and added he was proud to be a part of the event. Hé
then introduced dignitaries in the room. - =
v The Rev. Larry Damell, pastor of Eastview Baptist Church, gave

e

- the invocation and benediction at the event. ' _
Mayor Bob Barbee greeted the guests and added his congramlations
- on the marker being placed at the facility. : '

"A lot of work has gone into making this a reality,” Barbee said.
"Lots of groups have had a part, and Janet Marley and her staff are to be
commended for their hard work." ,

He added the Christmas decorations were ouistanding, and said "the
library is the prettiest it has ever been."

Also greeting guests was Melvin Marshall, vice president of the
Al

"KIBA stands réady to support projects such as this, and we join -

hands in dedicating this marker with the city and the Friends of the
Library," he said. "This library is beautiful, magnificent. It is a beautiful
building Kilgore can be proud of, but Kilgore can also be proud of the
people who have worked 1o make this library so outstanding.”

Reprcsentihg the Friends of the Library, Mike Kerr have a history
of the building which was constructed in October of 1939 and added onto

in 1978 with Kerr himself as the Jjob foreman for his father's company, o

ibrary historical marker dedicated

He detailed the beginnings of the facility, adding personal notations -
from Nanette Wickham, one of the original founders and still living in
Kilgore today. He also quoted the original architect, George Marble, from
Dallas, who said the Kilgore library was one of his proudest accomplish-
ments, Finally, he added some personal insights of his own, telling the
crowd how he was able to get the original quarry in Austin opened again
so the stone on the addition built in' 1978 would match the original build- -
ing. : ’

Virginia Long, past member of the Texas Historical Commission,

‘present member of the Gregg County Historical Commission and current

president of the chamber and a KIBA board member, presented the marker
to the residents of Kilgore,

"Tonight, we honor the w;omen who began this library, the people
who helped it grow and we honor those efforts,” she said. "We also look
to the future and what it holds for the Library," B

The marker was accepted by Barbee, Mrs. Pratt and Mrs. Marley. .
Mrs. Marley commented she was proud to be a part of the historic
event, and thanked all those who made it possible. :
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Library
group meets
with city

on facility

By RENEE ROUTON-SMITH
Friends of the Library

Friends of the Library
(FOL) held a - meeting
Thursday with city officials

to discuss extensive repairs

needed at the Library.
Attending were City
Commissioners Janice

Hancock, Billy Bob Brady,

.|
‘The meeting was
very positive and
informative for
those attending.’

Jerry Ted Roberts, and
Wilbur Yates, with Dr.
Roberts preSIdmg for May—
or Joe Parker.

Also, attending were FOL
board members Sue Brown,

Margie Hall, Billie Echols, .

Caroline Ross, Robert

Floyd, Renee ~ Routon-, .

Smith; Helen' Padgett, Rod
LaGrone and Clara Brad-
ford; City Manager Ron

Stephens; . City Secretary
- Karen Custer; Executive

. Vice President, XKXilgore-

Chamber of Commerce,
Mike Coston; members of
the Kilgore Historical Soci-
ety Mike Joseph, Terry
Stembridge, Frank Brown
and Helen Pudge Griffin
(also vice president of the
Gregg. County Historical
.Commission); and Dale
Hedrick. '

Linda Johnston, hbrary
director and her complete
staff were also present.

Helen Padgett greeted

- the audience and intro-

duced Sue Brown, who as
chairman of the building

committee had set the

agenda for the meeting.
‘Ms. Brown outlined the

repairs that are needed.
Main repairs are: Exteri-

or where water is entering

the basement, fireplaces,

gutters, front door, win-
dows, light fixtures; Interi-
or-ceiling, tile, window

sills, wall plaster, and leak-
" ing fireplace. Others re- X
‘pairs concern the parking
area, library sign, and li-i =
brary table and chairs.’

These are the main things
on a list of the necessary re-
pairs and refurbishing.

She distributed a letter fo

the city commission, which
stated, “for too long the
building has required at-
tention, but we are most
appreciative of your cur-

See LIBRARY, Page 5A
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rent endeavors to find solu-
tions. We thank you for this
opportunity to voice our
concerns towards the pre-

serving of the ‘castle on the

" gorner.”
Mrs. Brown told the audi-
ence that because the build-

" ing has a Texas Historical

Marker, and Kilgore has
" the responsibility to make
sure “every effort is made to

_ preserve the integrity of the

building and Marker.

Along with this honor
comes responsibility for
both the Library and the

- Texas Historical Commis-

~sion, The Commission will
- be our helper and advisor
" and we must strive to pre-

serve the history of the

_structure. The Library has
what is known as a Struc-

tural Marker, entailing a-

.responsibility to make sure
nothing is done.to. jeopard-

ize its historical signifi- -
cance. Not only must we .

-make repairs, we should
learn what caused the dam-
age to prevent it reoccur-
ring.”

. Mrs. Brown commended

the library staff for. their-
.. dedication and pride in the .
~_library. She pointed out.
~that they had done much -

painting themselves,
- Mrs. Griffin, in her capac-

. mood
_crowded room. She also ad-
. vised that the Texas Histor-
ical Commission could send

ity as Vice-President of th'é

- Gregg County Historical

Commission, presented a

L
“We want to keep

. this historical
landmark intact.’

passionate plea to the city
officials, stating, “Please
keep thig historical land-
mark intact. Please listen

. to the Historical Commis-

sion and preserve this
beautiful historic building.”

Her comments echoed the
throughout  the

-experts to insure the job is
done. professionally. They
will provide a list of profes- -
sionals that can do the
work, as well as come look

+at the repairs and approve

how they are done, .

Ron Stephens said he -
would call the Texas Histor-
ical Commission to seek
their professional advice on

how to proceed with-repairs

and obtain their expert as-

- gistance needed to preserve
.the. building. -

The meetmg ended: with .
the commisgioners touring -
the library to personally ob- - -
serve the damage and need-

“ed repairs.
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leranr may
be getting
repairs

By JOHN HASSELMEIER
Reporter

Those numerous prob-
lems being experienced by
the Kilgore Public Library
might just be on the way to
being fized.

At Tuesday mght’s meet-
ing of the Kilgore City Com-
mission, City Manager Ron
Stephens told the commis-

gion that a firm from

Longwew would be willing
to abate the area of flooding
and remove the growths of
mold for $7,288. .

“I  recommend Wwe g0
ahead and do this,”
Stephens said.

Sue Brown, Buﬂdmg Co-__
‘ondmator with the, organis..
Lgaton Friends of the Kﬂgo-

‘re Public Library, pointed to
a letter that the commis-

sion received with the list of .-
" items of concern, As for the. .
_exterior of the building,

that list included: o
. — Finding the source of
water coming into the base-

ment area of the building to

_prevent any deterioration
- to the foundation .of the
building as well as elimi-

nating basement water.

even if the landscapmg is
altered.
© — Maintaining the exxst—
ing underground drain sys-
fem. - N
— Addressing any repairs
needed on the roof around
the fireplace and any dete-
rioration to exterior roof

decking, soffits, fascia
boards and mlscellaneous
trim.

— Purchasing new gut-
ters/downspouts with con-
sideration of original mate-
rial of copper.

— Studying making re-
pairs to the front door prior
to the purchase of a new
door; replacing the new
basement door with a dupli-
cate of the original that has
been replaced; refurbishing
the existing double doors
and wooden sections of
porch on the east side of the
building.

-— Replacing duphcates of
two missing concrete spin-

dles under concrete railing:
..in front of building not only
for building integrity but

for safety concerns.

‘— Continuing repair of
lead/glass of existing win-
dows of building. "~

— Re-caulking ‘all win-.

dows and repairing cast
stone sills of meetmg Toom
mndows
— Sandblasting and re-
painting the light fixture.
As for the interior of the
building, that list included:
— Re-grouting the tile in
the floar of foyer.’ '
— Repairing plaster on
west wall and portion of

‘ceiling in children’s room in

same patterns, buf only af-
ter determining the source
of deterioration. . '

See LIBRARY, Page 4
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— Making repairs to inte-
rior window sills,

-— Correcting the Ieakmg
fireplace.

Other miscellaneous
items included:

— Surfacing the muddy
area of the staff parking
area.

— Sandblastmg and

painting library sign and
..drop box,

—- Refinishing the library
tables and chairs.

—_ Maintaining documen-
tation of any work done for
future reference.

“I became aware of this a

couple of months ago,” May--
or Joe T Parker said. “I no-

tice on the payables we had
a $17,000 bill for a sump
pump. I gave Ron
(Stephens) the authoriza-
tion to seek a solution.”
Mrs. Brown told the com-
mission that some people

would be. willing to walk -

through the library with
them and show them these
things if they so desired.

Stephens said that a Tyler
firm had done an air quality -
study of the llbrary They '

said there wasn’t any im-

- mediate danger and the

mold was ‘an insignificant
amount, but that it wasn’t
going away. The firm also
recommended abating the
area and removing the
mold.

The city manager said
that one big problem the
city had in combating the
problems was that a set of

. original blueprints of the fa-
- cility was unavailable.

“Part of the problem is
that we can’t find the origi-
nal plans of the hbrary,
Stephens said.

Terry Stembridge, who
wag in attendance, said
that he had found a'set. .
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Ieakage
| revuewed

By ANNETTE DARLING
‘ Reporter

Kllgore c1ty commissioners on Tuesday
received a .suggestion to prevent water
from leaking into the Kilgore Public Li-

" brary.

Engmeer Ralph Stokes presented a re-
port to comissioners about the soil and
ground water conditions at the library,
and said water was not. commg up from
below the ground.

“It is getting in from u‘f;} above and it’s
seeping in through the builrding,” he said.

Stokes said the guttdr and drainage
systems needed to be replaced to prevent
the water from seepmg into the library’s
basement.

“Basically what we. . need to do is move‘
the water away from the building, howev;'i'l‘

. ef,sit. entails moyingy -greenery,

said. He' presented eominissioners and!";
_the Friends of the. Library a layout pro- -
'posal of completely encircling the build-

_ing with a concrete seal slab walkway. =

' “Iknow that is just a plan, but we thmk_' :

itsa solutlon ” he said..

Commlssmner Bllly Bob Brady asked if.
-the season was extremely rainy would’
the water come up from the ground and

penetrate the library.

“It's always poss:ble but not probable,
- Stokes said. ‘

~ Stokes said fhe walkway would take'

about a month to complete.

“I think this coild be done falrly inex-

pensiyely,” he said.

City Manager Ron’ Stephens sald the'
-walkway work should be done in con;uno—

‘ tion with the roof repairs.

“We are going to have a basement full of

_ water if we don’t do 1t at the same time,”
he said. " '

‘He also expressed concern for two areas.

of the library, the southeast corner and

" the northwest corner, which have some.’

slab and foundatlon problems he said.

“I think absolutely we should address :
this before pouring concreté for the walk-
way,” he said. “We néed to look at the
. structural deficiencies before we pour

concrete slab all the way around v

KILGORE NEWS HERALD

B/ THURSDAY, AUGUST 30, 2001

GREGS COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION
417 Mobberly Avene
Longview, Texas 75602
903-757-2261



Gregg County Historical Commission

Norman W, Black, D.D.S. 417 Mobberly Avenue Phone 903-757-2261
Chairman Longview, Texas 75602 Fax # 903-753-5337

September 17, 2001

Mark D. Cowan

Project Reviewer, Division of Architecture
Texas Historical Commission

P. O. Box 12276

Austin, Texas 78711

ReKllgorePubthlbraryrepau's S
Dear Mark:

I have been sending you newspaper clippings as [ get them from the Kilgore paper
and sometimes from the Longview paper relative to this project. It is no trouble for me to
do this as I do this for our files. However, you may already be getting this information
from other sources and I don’t want to be redundant, causing extra reading time for you.
Please let me know if you want me to continue sending this information to you.

| Sincerely,

/o

Norman Black, D.D.S.

Enc.
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Clty approves bid for Ilbrary repalrs at meetmg

By GREG A. COLLINS
“Managing Editor

-The Kilgore City Commis-
sion approved 'a bid for
$19,854, plus stipulations pre-
sented by Commissioner Billy

Bob Brady, in order to do work:

on the K]lgore Public lerary

roof and guttenng
The vote was unanimous
from commissioners. City "

Manager Ron Stephens was
not in attendance at the meet-

ing after being hospitalized
this past week for a few days.
He has returned to limited du-
ty at work but was not present
at the meeting.

The bid ‘was. awarded to
Brown Roofing out of Dallas.
Local people were“called on

several occasions to bid, acs:

cording to Tom Clark of Mid-
"lothian, who put together the

specs for the project and had -

them approved by Stephens
and local government officials,
but none of them ever bid-en
the entire project.

«« The $19,000:plus dollars w11,l
enable the firm o put up new
guttering and downspouts and
do related roof work to stop
water from leaking into the
historic facility. The contract
ineludes $1,800 contingency
_for coliateral roof damage that

is found, but Clark wanted |
"someone from the city to be re-

sponsible for making the roof-
ing firm sign off with them on
any work that is done above
the $18,054 that was bid on the

project. B.J. Owens was as-
gigned by the comrmssmn to he ‘

the person.
CDmmISSaneI’S were in com-

plete agreement with the work '
to be done and the way it

would be done after Clark de-~
livered a 20-minute report to’
them Tuesday evening. Only
Commissioner Brady wanted.

stipulations, that being the

fact that Craig Jaynes, local.

businessman contracted to do
part of the project, would re-

duce his bid-if the other firm-
did the guttering and, if the.
guttering was taken down by
Jaynes, he would reduce his:
bid $200 because the gutter-.

ing, which is copper, is worth
.money.

- The project, according to
Clark, is bid fairly by Brown’
‘Roofing, a firm which has re--
cently completed work on the.
Sam Rayburn House in Bon-*

ham, another historic struc-

ture. Also, Clark said, the’
Texas "Historic Commission.

‘has signed off on the Kilgore
project the way it has been bid

- 80 the integrity of the historic.
- library can be maintained.

" The majority of the cost for
the project, approximately
$13,000, will be for the copper

guttermg, Clark ‘said’; when

“asked by commissionéers aboiit
the total amount of dollars
needed.

* According to Clark’s report
it was decided several weeka
ago that a joint effort was

e

launched to investigate and
prioritize the scope of work
that was needed for the strue-
ture. L ]

~ “All parties recognize the
historical importance of the
building and made sure any
work performed would - have
the least impact on the original
fabric of the building,” Clark
said. P

i Clark said the engineer’s re-
port that a french drain around
the side of the building is not
needed is a welcome bit of
newa.

" “The recommendation of re- -

placement of the existing gut-
tering and downspout system
has been acknowledged Clark
sald

‘Clark reiterated that at-
tempts to get bids from local
companies have not been suc-

cessful, 20 he turned to Brown -

Roofing, a firm with whom he
has worked before. He also
made a recommendation for
the commission to accept
Brown's bid for the work.

. Brown has said.he needs a
three to four-week lead tiine

after acceptance of the bid, and :

he said the work would take

approximately two weeks to

complete, - barring any in-

clement weather.

Clark said Tuesday mght
that the work needs to get un-
der way to beat the second
rainy season in East Texas.

Jaynes is responsible for re-
maval of the existing guttering
and the replacement :of the
wood - molding around the
perimeter of the building,

According to Clark, Jaynes
told him yesterday that the
molding has been milled and
the material would be primed
this ‘week. Jaynes also said
that ‘he was approximately

;three weeks out on the gutter-

ing/trim removal and mstalla-

_tion of the molding..

Clark recommended that,
during this three week period,
the city or an outside contrac-
tor should complete the inves-
tigation of the sub-grade
drainage lines to determine
which ones if any can be uti-

lized, and the planning for new

draln lines.

He also requested that the
metal edging ‘used ‘in the
perimeter bedding around the
building be removed and re-
placed with a more appropriate
edging that will not trap water

- and hold it next to the build-

ing.
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TOM CLARK MAKES A PHESENTATION TO THE CITY COMM#SSION ON LIBRARY REPAIHS
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No lights will be on Library at Chrlstmas thls year

By GREG A, COLLINS
. Managing Editor

Several members of the
Friends of the Kilgore Public

Library, the Kilgore Histori- -

cal Preservation Foundation

and the Kilgore Public Li- -

brary staff were in atten-
dance at the Tuesday Kilgore
City Commission meeting to
see if the lawmakers would
take positive action on water
drainage problems at the his-
toric local facility.

It was through the efforts
of the Friends of the Kilgore
Public Library and the Kilgo-
re Historical Preservation
~ Foundation Ihat the needs of
.. the bulldmg were addressed
by city commlssmners and *
- the city staff,

Tuesday night, the commis-

sioners voted to expend near-
ly $20,000 to fix those prob-

lems, and the people there to .
witness the action - were
pleased,

Mayor Joe T, Parker asked
the people present during the

action on the agenda item if .

they had anything to say and
no one stepped forward. He
also asked them if the plans
and the project that was bid
and approved was to their
liking, and they said it was.
They did have one bit of
news to share following the
meeting, however. ‘
Helen  Padgett
Friends of the Kilgore Public

Library said that the Christ- -

mas lights which usually

- adorn the outside of the facils...
ity during the holiday seasen
would not be put up this yearj.:

or ever again for that matter.
“The ladders on the side of
the building and people up on

the roof are reasons why the

with

work on the roof and g'utter—

ing and downspouts is having -
to be done,” Mrs. Padgett -
commented. “So, in order to

stop damage to the roof and -
guttering and downspouts,
the outside lights will not be
put Jon -the building . this

year.” . .
She said that the group re-
alizes that there wiil be some
upset people over this, she
herself realizes the -outside -

~lights were very attractive

and made the library one of
the most festive facilities in
Kilgore, but the overall good
of the building dictates that
the lights not be put up.

.+ Library officials said, how-
everthey would continue the

attractive inside decorations
with different frees and-
lighting which also make the
library one of the best deco-
rated facilities in town.
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Kﬂgore hbrary upgrade OK’d

By MARK EWY
i Staif writer

+ . After a batfle with mold in the
basement, the Kilgore Public
leraay will be getting the
improvements it needs to pre-
vent water leaking in the base-
ment during the wet months,
Earlier this week the Kilgore
City Comumission  approved a
bid from Brown Roofing in Dal-
las to do the roofing repairs
after failed attempts to seek
Iocal companies-to do the job. -
The existing gutter arid down-
spout systems will be.replaced.

Roofing repairs, new. copper -

gutters and a chimney cap were
d]SU approved.

- Brown Roofing subnutted a
bid- that . complied with’ U.S.

Department of Interior guide--

lines concerning historic struc—
- tures, city officials said, -

Work will begin in three to
four weeks and will take two
weels.to comaplete, said Thomas
Clark in a letter to the Kilgore

“and . mayor.

0.

Clark is with Leeds Clark H]S
toric Restoration & Consulfing.
Long+term basement flooding,
at the library prompted a clean- j
up of the 62-year-old building

~earlier in the year. Because .

water has been leaking into the -
basement for years, mold and

. mildew gathered on the tiles
,and Hooks downstairs.

“(City workers) cut out sec-
tions of the walls and took out
the cabinets,” sdid - Director
Einda Johnsen in an -earlier
interview. She pointed out
where the carpet and tﬂes Jhad
been stripped.

“They tested for ajir quality.
'I‘hey sanitized- it, and it’s safe -
now,"” Johnson said.

Johnson, who boasts that the
library is the most beautiful-
building in Kilgore, has worked
there for 17 years. She has been-

> the director for eight.

She said the space in the bage-
ment is important o hbrary-

operations,

“We store books down here,”

~'she said. “We depend on it”



Gregg County Historical Commission

Norman W. Black, D.D.S. 417 Mobberly Avenue Phone 903-757-2261
Chairman Longview, Texas 75602 - Fax# 903-753-5337
QOctober 13, 2001
Mark D, Cowan :

Project Reviewer, Division of Architecture
Texas Historical Commission

P. O. Box 12276

Austin Texas 78711

Re: Kilgore Public Library Repairs
Dear Mark:

More Gregg County newspaper articles about the library. Note that thereisa
difference in local opinion about the concrete skirt next to the building. I’m sure you are
aware of this, I went by the site a week ago and they had most of the old underground
pipe out and on the ground. It was a mess.

- Sincerely,
Norman Black, D.D.S.

Enc. — 3.
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Planners look to preserve
out31de of Kﬂgore hbrary

Bv MARK EWY
Staff wrlter

K]LGORE — Building plan-
ners are finding ways to pre-
serve the historical Kilgore

Public Library from water

damage without pouring con-
crete around the building,
. Construction began Thurs-
.day on the historical building,
that was commissioned by the
Texas Historical Comm1s31on
-in1920. - ¢

City Building and Mamte
nance supervisor B.J. Owen
said the library’s underground
‘drains have been replaced and
new gutters and flashing are
‘being placed on the roof. Frank
Brown Roofing of Dallas has

worked with the city to com- -
plete 35 percent of the woerk -

“needéd to cease- basement

_flooding. ' '

" Librarians and mty workers
opposed the proposal of a con-
crete apron around the build-

ing, but basement flooding has -
.plagued -the library for some -

time.
‘Director Linda Johnson sald

she and her fellow “workers’

_ONce came across an article

from the Kilgore Herald in 1987

that reported the same prob-
‘lems  that ¢ they i were

Administration. o

: experiencing.

“(Today, workers) checked

" the drain lines in the ground.

The dug them up and they
were all filled with hard dirt,”

‘Johnson said of Friday’s work

done just before the rains
came.
The workers

hope the

‘unclogged drains will' clear

water away, -eliminating’ the
need for a concrete - -apron

around the hbrary

“Most of us wouldn’t want to

-5ee a concrete pad around the

building,” Owen said.
Johnson, who boasts that the

library is' the most beautiful

building ' -in  Kilgore, ' has

-worked there for 17 years. She

has been the director for eight.
She recalled that water

- would pour into the rooms that

are below ground level and
soak the wooden bookcases.
“We use this basement a
lot ” Johnson said. o
“We store books down here
with shelves. We depend on it.”
The library was origihally

.built by WPA workers.

The WPA is-a former U.S.
government agency, estab-
lished in 1935 by executive
order of President Roosevelt as
the: . - Works = Progress
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Reno‘vatio:i‘ work
ongoing so |
drainage system

can be installed

By ANNETTE DARLING '
Reporter

City workers have
moved greenery and
shrubs away from the Kil-
gore Public Library and
continue to:dig around
the perimeter to place a
drainage system and pre-
vent water leakage into

the building,
City Manager Ron
Stephens reported to com-

missioners Tuesday that
the carpenters should be
at the library today or
Friday to put up molding,
and city workers were
digging - trenches for
drainage. Once it is fin-
“ished, he said, the persgn.
who -will “complete the®
roofing and gutters can
return to finish that proj- **
“ect. : _
' Commissioner Billy Bob
Brady asked where the ™
shrubs were: going to be
placed after the work was
done, and suggested some
type of shrub that does

See LI_BFIABY,* Page 4

Photoa by Annette Dariing

LIBRARY WORK — City
workers dig trenches and
cut PVC pipe to Installa

" drainage systém around”
the Kilgore Public Library
to prevent water ieakage
into the building.
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not require much Water be
placed to cover the Y’s that
are part of the dramage :

system.
During
meeting,

their . August
commissioners

‘heard a suggestion to pre:

vent the water from leaking
into the library building. .
Engineer Ralph Stokes
presented.a_report to com-
mlssmner's”about the soil
and" ground water condi-

-f Lthro_ugh the building.

" Stokes said the gutter and

; drainage systems needed to
" be replaced to prevent the

water from seeping into the
library’s basement. He also
said the greenery would
have to be moved to do that.
Stokes presented commis-
gioners and the Fnends of
the Library a layout propos-
al of completely encircling

_the building with a concrete
‘tions at’ the’ “hbrary, and "
;said water was not coming '
‘up’ from below the ground

.--:_He ‘said it was getting in
! from up “above and’ ‘seeping

seal slab walkway. -
- Btephens suggested the

“walkway work be.done in
‘,conJunctlon with the roof
" repairs, -
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K;fgore city workers Thomas Brandt and Eleno Barcra mstall hew dramage pipes Wednesday at the hlstorlc Kilgore
City Library. The original clay pipes were determined to be the root of a floodmg problem.

Kilgore City Library’s water
problem closer to evaporating

By MARK EWY
Staff writer

Progress is being made to 7
prevent further water damage

‘to the historic Kilgore Clty

Library.

 Adrainage system responsi- ...
ble for the water damage was

removed, and city employees

- Thomas Brandt and Eleno Gar-

cia were finishing up drainage

pipe replacements Thursday.
Old pipes made of clay had

not been replaced since the

ibrary was constructed in the

1930s.
- Over the years, water seeped

into the basement after heavy -

rains, destroying many books

and bookcases that can not be
replaced.
On top of losses due to the

‘water, library workers had

complained of mold in the base:

‘ment. The'city cleaned the base-

ment, removmg any traces of
mold.
City officials hope the work,
on the drainage system will
prove effective for future pres-

- ervation of the building,

City Building and Mainte-

"nance Supervisor B.J. Owen

said the library’s underground
drains have been replaced and -
hew gufters and flashing are
being installed on the roof,
Frank Brown Roofing of Dal-
las is working with the city to

help prevent more flooding
while complying with the
Texas Historical Commission’s
building eodes. ‘

For aesthetic reasons, librari-
ans, Friends of the Library and
city officials opposed the idea of :
pouring concrete around the
bulldmg to stop any water leak-
age in the event of heavy rains.

Basement flooding has
plagued the hbrary for some
time.

Director Linda Johnson said
she and her fellow workers

-Once came across an article

from the Kilgore News Herald
in 1987 that reported the same

problems that they had experi-
enced.



Gregg County Historical Commission

Norman W. Black, D.D.S. 417 Mobberly Avenue Phone 903-757-2261
Chairman Longview, Texas 75602 Fax # 903-753-5337

November 19, 2001

Mark D. Cowen

Project Reviewer, Division of Architecture
Texas Historical Commission

P. 0. Box 12276

Austin Texas, 78711

Re: Kilgore Public Library
Dear Mark:
I apologize for the delay in sending this clipping to you. It was misplaced and

found yesterday. 1 hope the under-surface part of this project was done correctly. When |
last visited the site the area was covered.

Sincerely,
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Kllgore lerary
work nearing
completion
Officials: Restoration
5 percent fmlshed

’I‘he Kﬂg,ore Clty Library
restoration is about 75 per-
cent complete according to
Buﬂdmg Manager B.J.
Owen.

“All l;he underground
work is Hone. There has to be
sume ﬂashmg wotk - done
around the chmmey," Owen
said.

He saud the Texas Histori-
cal Commlsswn wants the
library tO'be as dry as possi-
ble, and the city is wor kingto
get it airtight. After the new
guiters are instailed, crews
will seal the windows.-

During ' the restoration,
workers had to remove a
couple of trees because the
roots weré interfering with
the drainage. City workers
also cleaned up mold and
mildew. from outside stones,
Owen said.
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-leranr renovatlon
work movmg sIowly

L|ttle accompllshed since Chnstmas

By BECKY CHABTREE
' Fieporter

Renovations to the'Kiigorg

Public Library are moving
slowly with no scheduled
" time of completion, accord-

ing to Linda Johnson, direc-

tor. She said the only im-
provement since. Christmas
has been- some painting
" around the windows.

“We have quite a bit that .
"gtill needs to be done,

Johnson said.

: According to _'Johnlson,_

R

Hamptnns dedication to the
building process, Bill Bass's
.planning, and management...
during construction andsthie:
hundreds of peaple who* ¥l
"unteered time, money or re-
sources to the project.

"We have a lot to be thank-
ful for today," he said. "This
is a day of celebration."

Both ministers, however,

LIBRARY

projects that are yet to be
finished include:
— Landscaping.”
. Basement renovations.
— Wall ini children’s room
. 8till needs to be répaired,
" — Grout in the tile in the
foyer needs to be replaced.
. —. Banisters on the porch
“need to be replaced.’
Cement around the
windows is cracking and
~chipping. '
-.Johnson sald the mty de-

See LIBRARY, Page 3
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ready to give tours of the fa-
cﬂlty

. This.is.a, day of celebras o
tmn for the church," Tisdalé
commented. "This October
First Baptist Church will
celebrate 100 years of life in
Kilgore, and this building is
a sign that God is continuing

" to uge this church in the
: lives of this community." "

{Continued from Page 1)

cides when the improve-
ments will be completed.
“The bottom line is it al-
ways goes back to Ron
_Stephens,” she said.

Stephens, city manager,

and B.J. Owen, code en-
forcement inspector for the
citv. were unavailable for
comment.

~ Johnson said the renova-
tions are done during busi-

ness hours, but no one has
complained about the smell -
of fresh paint. . :
“The only thing I've heard E
a complaint about was
when we had a sprinkler
hitting the sidewalk and .
they (the customer) had to
time their entrance Tlenel

e e— meE T KTLREALS

- ly,thepeople that come in

here are good natured she
said. :

AL R
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City: Library improvements
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made as fast" as possible

By BECKY CRABTREE
Reporter

City crews are making im-
provements to the library as
fast as possible, said B.J.
- Owen, code enforcement in-
gpector for the city. Owen’
said the city’s objective is to
take care of the building’s
struetural problems and
then focus on beautifying
the library.

“We're dealing with the

struetural  inadequacies
~ first such as the drainage
- and leaks around the win-
dow seals. Then we will fo-
cus on the aesthetics of the
library such as thé land-
scaping,” Owen said.

" Owen said Anything
Green is designing the

LIBRARY

sprinkler system and as
soon as the design is com-
plete, city crews will install
it.

He also said much struc-
tural work has already been
completed including replac-

ing the gutters, which has.
- solved the library’s prob-

lems with drainage.

“We haven't had water in
the basement since last win-
ter. It has been sealed and

repainted from the leaks,” -

he said.

Owen said, however, that
some basement renovations
still need to be done. He
said all the work left to be
done deals with aesthetics,
however.

See LIBRARY, Page 3

{Continued from Page 1)

Though‘ he said he cannot

just go to Home Depot and

give an exact completion
date, he can assure the pub-
lic that he has not forgotten
about the work that needs
to be finished at the library.

“It’s going slow, but it’s a
lot of scheduling. You can’t

buy the materials. You have
to gel everything approved
by the historieal society and
then find the craftsmen who
are willing to work on this
project,” he said.

Owen said he enjoys work-

ing on thig project and he is
glad that the eity commis-
sion has approved the re-

pairs that are necessary to

repair and beautify the li-
brary. _
“We've spent $50,000 so

far, and were looking at

spending another $25
50,000. The copper gutter:
cost $18,000 alone. But, the
city commission has beer
great. They have unani
mously approved everything
the library has needed,” h¢
gaid. '



