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KILGORE HIGH SCHOOL

Public education in Kilgore traces its history to classes held in private

homes and the establishment of private institutions, most notably the Alexander
Institute. Operated by Isaac Alexander, the school moved to Kilgore in 1873, It
continued to serve the children of the town until 1894, when it was relocated to
Jacksonville, It was later renamed Lon Morris College.

The building which housed the Alexander Institute was converted into
a public school. The Kilgore Independent School District, established in 1906,
continued to usc the facility until 1913, when a new two-story red brick school
building was erected at this site on Longview Street.

Following the discovery of oil in Kilgore in 1930 and the resulting oil
boom, the 1913 school was soon inadequate to house the student population of
the city. The red brick school was razed in 1932, and a new combination high
school, junior high, and auditorium was erected on the site in 1933. An
elementary school was later added to the property. '

This facility has continued to serve as an educational institution for the

city of Kilgore, and stands as an integral part of the life of the city.
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Mayor, City of Kilgore
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Kilgore, Texas
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President, Junior Historians

Welcome W.W. Roberts
President, Board of Trustees

Kilgore Public Schools

Introductions - Bob Barbee
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Sponsor, Junior Historians
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TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

P.0. BOX 12276 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 (512)463-6100

January 11, 1988

Dr. Norman Black
417 Mobberley
Longview, Texas 75602

RE: KILGORE HIGH SCHOOL
27 % 42 subject marker with post (Job $#22987)

Dear Dr. Black:

This letter is to notify you that the State Marker Committee has reviewed
and approved the above-referenced topic for an Official Texas Historical
Marker. :

At this time, payment for the marker is due. A check, in the amount of
$702.00 ($650.00 if paid for by a tax-exempt organization), should be made
pavable to the Texas Historical Commission and sent to the letterhead
address at your earliest convenience.

Once payment is received, the application will be placed in line to have
the marker inscription written. The inscription will not be written wuntil

after funds have been received. When the text is prepared, a copy will be
sent to you and any parties listed below for review and approval.

The Texas Historical Commission wishes to congratulate you for your efforts
to record and preserve Texas history.

Sincerely,

\f/‘ca/mz,w« Eickondd

Frances Rickard, Director
State Marker Program

cc: Junior Historians, Rilgore High School

P.S5. An additional $52.50 is due for the requested line of
incising (70 characters @ $0.75). The line vou suggested is
too long for the base, but may go on the back of the marker.

Ghhe State Ogercy for Hestore S uesewation



“KILGORE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

711 NORTH LONGVIEW STREET

KILGORE, TEXAS 75662

-Dr. Eddie J. Little
Supenn(endent

James E. Elms .
Amthnt Suponntendent

Vemer W. Lalrd . o
Da.uctor, Buunm ‘Somce-

January 28, 1988

Mrs. Frances Rickard, Director
State Marker Program

Texas Historical Commission

P. O. Box 12276

Austin, TX 78711

Dear Mrs. Rickard:

RE KILGORE HIGH SCHOOL
27 X 42 Subject Marker with Post -
(Job #22987)

Enclosed are two (2} checks, each for $351.25, covering the $702.50
required for the abowve-referenced marker. - ($650 for a tax exempt
organization + $52.50 for the incising.)

We are both pleased and excited over the approval of this site marker
for our Kilgore High School. This truly will help preserve the history
s¢ important to our school district.

Thank -you for your consideration and assistance.

Very truly /yours,

/mah 0 Ral

Eddie
‘ Superintendent

- Enc. Tax Exemption Certificate
o Two checks
(/;: Dr. Norman Black
417 Mobberly Avenue
Longview, TX 75602




Téxas Historical Commission Staff (CJB), 5/9/88
27" x 42" Official Texas Historical Marker with post
Gregg County (Job #22987)
Location: 711 N. Longview Street, Kilgore
KILGORE HIGH SCHOOL*

PUBLIC EDUCATION: IN KILGOKE TRACES ITS ﬁISTORYHTO
'CLassEs HELﬁ IN éRIVATE HOMES AND THE ESTARLISHMENT
| OF PRIVATE INSTITUTIONS,MOST NOTABLY THE ALEXANDER

INSTITUTE,QPERATED BY ISAAC ALEXA&DER,THE SCHéOL
MOVED TO KILGORE IN- 1873,IT CONTINﬁED:TO';ERVE_THE
| CHILDREN Qf‘THE.TOWN UNTIL'1894,ﬁﬁEﬁ:IT WAS RE-
LOCATED TO JACKSONVILLE,IT WAS-LATER'EENAMEb LON
MORRIS COLLEGE; = | |

THE BUILDiﬁG WHICH Hoﬁsﬁn TgE_ALExANDER INSTITUTE
~ WAS CONVERTED INTO A PUBLIC sCHOOL.THE KILGORE_iNDE—
_PENDENT.SCHOOﬁ DISTRICT}ESTAﬁﬁISHED.iNIIQOG,CON$INUEb

TO USE THE FACILITY UﬁTIL.lng,WHEN A.Nﬁw TWO¥STORY 
' RED BRICK SCHOOL BUILDI&G ﬁAé ERECTED AT THIS SITE
ON LONGVIEW STREET,

FOLLOWING THE DISCOVERY OF OIL IN KILGORE IN 1930
AND THE RESULTING OIL BOOM,THE 1913 SCHOOL WAS
SOON INADEQUATE TO HOUSE THE STUpéNT_POPULATiON OF
THE CITY4THE RED BRICK SCHOOL WAé RAZEﬁ ¥N 1§32 Aﬁn o
. A NEW COMBINATION HIGH SCHOOL JUNIOR HIGH, AND AUDI-

TORTUM WAS ERECTED ON ‘THE SITE IN 1933,AN ELEMEN- ;"

ITARY SCHOOL WAS LATER ADDED TO THE PROPERTY.

‘rHIS FACILITY HAS CONTINUED TO SERVE AS AN EﬁﬁCAiiéNAL .i;iii;T
INSTITUTION FOR THE c1ry OF KILGORE, AND STANDS AS AN ) f i
INTEGRAL PART OF THE LIFE OF THE CITY.** S

TEXAS SESQUICENTENNIAL 1836 1986***_
'*3/4 lnch 1etter1ng

*¥%} /2 inch lettering RETREEE _
**%) /4 inch lettering : INCISE ON REVERSE-

. Sponsored by Junior Historians 1985~ 1988 K. H S._

) and Board of Trustees, K I S D

=




STATE MARKER PROGRAM
Texas Historical Commission
7 P.O. Box 12276
_ AR Austin, Texas 78711
June 7, 1988 © 512/463-6100

Mr. Bill Southwell
The Southwell Company
P.O. Box 29899 .

San Antonio, TX - 78291 . S S

RE: Job No. .22987 S . : 3 ‘.: : . - . . et :. R .-'_.-:.';

County = GREGG

Title _ KILGOEE HTGH SCHOOL

Dear Mr. Southwell

The Texas Hlstorlcal Comm1551on w1shes to place an order with you for the
following items:

O 16" x 12" Grave Marker

®x 27" x 42" Subject Marker w;th Post

O 27" x 42" Subject Marker without Post for attachment to

O 18" x 28" Subject Marker with Post’ :

0 18" x 28" Subject Marker without Post for attachment to

O Medallion No. and 16" x 12" Plate with Post

" Q0 Medallion No. and 16" x 12" pPlate without Post for attachment to
0 Aluminum National Register Plaque for attachment to

0 Plastic Paperweight Replica of Job No. ' County
0 Medallion Paperweight .
© Other : : e

Please provide us with a rubbing of the inscription as appropriate.
.We appreciate your prompt attention to this order.
Sincerely,

Wa,

State Marker Program

SHIPPING INFORMATION l INCISING INFORMATION
Mr. Verner Laird'.
Kilgore I.S.D. _
711 N. Longview Street
Kilgore, TX 75662 . .

Sponsored by Junlor HlStOIlanS 1985 1988 K H S
-;_and Board of Trustees, K I S D S




APPLICATION FORM FOR OFFICIAL TEXAS HISTORICAL MARKER

Texas Historical Commission ({'1 cy :
‘ History Division ﬁ g’ c\j @ '
. P.O. Box 12276, Austin, Texas 78711
Title of Marker 7 | County
bj - y
(Ts; ect to revision by @ Kilgore H:.gh School p Gregg Co

Marker Location
{from nearest town

on state map) 711 N. Longview St., Kilgore, exag

Distance and direction - _ : If not on'post, typeof B L o Vv
of subject : D w e © | surface to which marker C Vo
from marker sité @ Same : ) S will be attached (wood, stone, ete.)
Qwner of S . Address : City, Zip 2 B
Marker Site w Kilgore. Independept - . 711 N. Longv:l.ew St., Kilgore, Texas .
School District = - 75662
Sponsor of Junlor H:Lstorlans, §1I'_L‘§oie HighAddress City. Zip
Mark
arker Board of Trustees, Kilgore 711 N. Longview St., Kilgore;sgzzgas
'\ Independent School District
Signature of - ‘Address : City. Zip |
County Chai
ounty Chairman 47@//5@//6’6 | AMZUK@J 7"7'<
%ﬂ,&@ﬁ/ Mo (m<tansit) "R 0)
Person to whom marker Address - City, Zip
is o be shipped* My, Verner Lalrd - 711 N. Longv:Lew St. Kilgore, TX 75662 i

Kilgore Independent School District

* NOTE: Freight companies canno! ship 1o route or box numbers. If street address is unavailable, please provide a phone number. !f
marker is 1o be placed on highway right-of-way, it will be shipped to your disirict highway engincer,

Please consult the back of this page for specifications of the markers available. Check the items desired below. Approval of the
application and narrative must be obtained from the county historical commission, as indicated by the county chairman’s signature on
this form, before forwarding the material to the Texas Historical Commission. Please do not send payment if ordering subject or
building markers; funds will be requested once the application has been approved by the State Marker Committee. Sales tax of 614%
must be added to the price. except if purchased bya tax-ekempt organization. Applicants may order a marker with a socket to attachto
their own post; however, the cost is the same as a marker furmshed with a foundry post.

SUBJECT MARKERS S DIRECTIONAL SIGNS
O 16" % 12* grave marker tcomes with m.ouming bar) $225. $\;'3[§ ‘;; ) !’Icase md:cate quantity desired and give location(s) on form ahme )
fer . . With 1ax
# 27: x 42" sub:iecl marker wilh post.. i e . 3650 +5689.81 24 X 24" Hastorlcal Markers kn City Mgn feannanaaaeii.. 580 584,90
a 27 ‘X 42‘: subject marker without post. .. ......unues 5600 5636.75 - These will be shipped to and placed on your town's city
g :g:‘ 3 %g: SUEJFC: _Ear:er W':: Pot“ Lt reeeeas gggg gg?;g; " limits signs by the Distriet Highway Engineer. .
: X 267 subject marker Without post.......heenve s h . ___ Black and White {for farm-to-market roads. state and U.S. hi hwa\s)
.| l('_Wc) requcst that RTHL designation be considered for this marker. T Green and White (for interstate highways) e g
: o 18“ x 22" Historical Marker directional sign ............. $80 384 9u
BUILDING MARKERS With . In black and whité only. For city and county roads. - =070
O 167 x 127 vuilding marker with past L T g3s0 $3'.:,] [;; - ‘Applicant must. supply post and he respomrh!eforpn’acemem R
O 16" x 12" building marker without post............. $300 531838 T With arrow pointing straight ahead :

With arrow pointing left ‘ T L , b
Wnth arrow po:nung right ; : -

Applications for building markers will automatically be considered for _
the RTHL designation, Please read carefully Texas Marker Policies 13 ——

through 18. and indicate that you have done so by signing below. SRR C) oT HI‘LR A With tas
' - I National Register plague .. .5.. ., 000 fianlt 08 50 S 53.06
_ O 12" x 67 supplemental plate .. ..., ... PRI el SHIO 511674
Signature of owner - o = 16™ % 127 building marker plate only Gl
i fsee policy BIS) Ll i e e s T §190  5201.64
PAPERWEIG}ITS o O Replacement medallion (see policy #15) ....... ... 3110 S116.74
. . ’ . 77D Bronze stars (for replacement on 1936 ) .
Please indicate quamuy destred ’ : ’ ST granite markers) . P ........................ L %28 %2714
w— 17" x 47 plastic paperweight P withiax O Bronze wreaths (for replacement on R
mounted with replica of markes.....ooviviirannns e $90 $95.51 1936 granite markers) .. ..... eaeae. r e eaaaas $ 25 8§ 2714
Allow two months from completion of marker -~ O Bronze seals (for replacement on . ; : )
for receipt of paperweight. 1936 granite markers) ... ..oiiaianas PRI $ 65. $ 68.98
. Medallion paperweight o .v.vveoevenseneeea . ioen.. 540 54245 O Bronze plates (for replacement on S . g
Allows four lines of engraving: please indicate desired wording. . 1936 granite markers) ., ... oo ool PR RIR $|85‘ 819633

L O Certificates of commendation ...l i N e S e e s 3000 cach



Tzxas Hisvorical Commission Staff {C33), 5/9/£8

27" = 42" Official Texas Historical M"?“{Cr with pest
Gragg County (Job #22987)

Eoc_:a‘\:ion: 711 M. Lon;,rview Street, Kilgore | m E @ E u W E @ '
. RILGCRE HICH ?CQOOL* : ' 1ﬂAY 9 11988

. . PUBLIC EDUCATION:IN XILGORE TRACES ITS HISTORY TO _ o '." R
CLASSES HELI) IN PRIVATE HOMES AND THE I:STABLISHMENT T_EXAS HISTORICAL cGMM[SSiON:_}',
AOF PRIVAT= INSTITUTIONS,IOST NO“ABLY THm ALEXANDER

‘

INSTITUTEQOPERATED BY ISAAC ALEXANDER, TEE SCHOOL
MOVED TO KILGORE IN 1873,IT CONTINUED TO SLRVE THE
CHTLDREW oF THE TOWN, UJTIL 1894 WH”H IT WAS RE- -
LOCATED TO JACKSONVILCM,IT.WES LATER‘RENAMED LCH
MORRIS COLLECE; fC' o :'._.- /

THE BUILDING'WHICH.HOUSED THE ALEXANDER INSTITUTE

o WAS L.CONVERTED.-INTO A PUBLIC SCHOOL,THE KILGORE INDE—— - ' e e

PENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT,ESTABLISHED IN 1906,CONTINUED - . . . Ao

in USE THE FACILITY UNTIL 1913 + WHEN A ﬁéW TWO~-STORY
RED BRICK SCHOOL BUILDING WAS ERECTED AT THIS SITE
. ON LONGVIEW STREET,
FOLLOWING THE DISCQVERY OoF OiL IN KILGOkE IN 1é;6“ '  o E '_ _ | )
.‘AND THE RESULTING OIb EOOM,THE 19213 SCHoOL WBS | |
' '

SooN INADEQUATE TO HOUSE TEE STUDENT POPULATION OF

THE CITY,THE RED BRICK SCHOOL WAS RAZED IN 1932 AND .' ‘

A NEW COMBINATION HIGH SCEOOL JUNIOR HIGH AND AUDI—

TORIUM WAS ERECTED ON THE SITE IN 1933,AN ELEMEV_ ERIERNE

TARY SCHOOL WAS LATER ADDED TO THE PROPERTY, o

IS FACILITY HAS CONTINUED TO SERVErAN AN EDUCATIONAL S

INSTITUTION FOR THE CITY OF KILGORE AND STANDS as AN f' g

INTEGRAL PART OF THE LIFE OF THE CITY,** -'ff

TEXAS SESQUICENTENNIAL 1836 1986***

*3/4 inch letterlng AT S e Sl
**1/2 inch lettering o : 'f  o ' : T :
***1/4 inch lettering = . . INCISE ON REVERSE: R N
. - sponsored by Junior Historians 1985-{19ng H, S. /6]([?,,0
and Board of Trustees, K I s D. _ S e




KILGORE HIGH SCHOOL 2 2 9
G
By: Helen McHaney Griffin 8 ?

2600 Brookview
Kilgore, TX 75662

Before the establishment of public education in Texas, education was pro-
ﬁided in the home and by priﬁate institutions made possible by the settlers
of the community. A look into the formative years of the area will give a
better understanding of the strength given by the pioneers and early-day
leaders of the Kilgore schools in the laying of the foundation of education from
the mid—Nineteenfh century to the present time.

"An Act was passed by the Fifth Legislaturé of Texas, approﬁed January 25,
1854, 4 Gammels Laws of Texas, pages 27-29, incorporating the "New Danville
Masonic Female Academy'. This academy, located four miles east of Kilgore, con-
tinued az a school until after the Warx Between the States in 1865, and until the
establishment of the townsite of Kilgore in 1872."1

"Professor Isaac Alexander, who had been a teacher in the famed Looney School
at Gilmer, became associated with the New Danville Masonic Female Academy. In
1873, he was persuaded to mdﬁe the academﬁ to Kilgoré after its foun&ing in 1872
with the coming of the Internatiomal Railroad, and thereafter the school was common-
‘lj known as the Alexander Institute, open alike to male and female students."2

"In 1875, the school was transferred to the East Texas Conference of the
Methodist Episcopal Churxch South. Opened with primary, grammar, and junior college
.departments, the school developed into a finishing school for girls and a pre-
paratory school for boys. The only Methodiét school in the bounds of the Confer-

ence, the Institute, by 1885, had property valued at $8,000, employed four

teachers, and enrolled 150 pupils."3

1. Richard B. Levy, History of thé Creation of Gregg County, Texas, Pg. 9

" 2. Helen McHaney Griffin, Alexander Institute: Forerumner of Modern Schools, Pg. 1

3. Dorman H. Winfrey, A History of Rusk County, Texas, Pg. 55
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 "Dr. Alexander serﬁed as president of the institution until about 18%4 when
it was mqved to Jacksonville in northeastern Rusk Couﬁty near Kilgore and later
was giﬁen the name Lon Morris College."é ﬁAt the time the Alexander Institute
was moved to Jacksonville, Miss Stella Goforth of Overton, later Mrs. John E.
Bagwell of Kilgore, was one of the teachers in the old two-story building. The
building was converted into a public school, housing Kilgore Public Schools until
1913."

"On January 6, 1894, the Trustees of the Alexandexr Institute executed a

deed to the school property o the Methodist Episcopal Church of ¥ilgore. This
property was used as a community school for Kilgore students. On Noﬁember 23,
1904 a Trustee of the Alexander Institute representing the Methodist Conference,
executed a deed to the aforementioned property to J. S. King, et al, Trustees of
the community school of Kilgore. According to the Gregg County Commissioner's
Court records, an election of the people of Kilgore on August 27, 1906, as can-
vassed by Gregg Counity Judge Edwin Lacy, established the Kilgore Independent
School District, an area of 25 miles, haﬁing 125 pupils, and with a tax rate set
ét .26¢: On April 19, 1913, the Board of Trustees of the Kilgore Independent
School District: J. F. Culp, President, L. P. Griffin, P. E. Barton, R. W. Wynn,
John S. King, and Steve Dunm, a Negro, executed a deed disposing of the afore-
mentioned school property for a consideration of $1,150. The building was dis-
mantled at the time the property was sold and a new school building was erected
on Longﬁiew Street.“6 ’
The need for a new location for a school brought about acquisition of an

8.35 acre site, an unplatted part of the Mary Van Winkle survey, Abstract #208

of the city of Kilgore located at 711 N. Longview Street. According to the deed

4. Homer S. Thrall, A Brief History of Methodism in Texas, Pg. 276
5. Stella G. Bagwell et al,'Places,'Names'and Narratives of Kilgore, Texas, Pg. 9
6. Helen McHaney Griffin, op. cit., Pg. 4y, 5
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records of Gregg County, Texas, a deed was executed by J. S. King and wife, L. V.
King, on August 26, 1912 and filed for record May 11, 1925 to the Trustees Qf the
Kilgore Inde@endent School District to sell, grant, and convey the site, to be
used for school purposes, for and in consideration of $835.00 as recorded in
Volume 50, Pg. 447-450. A tﬁo~story red brick building was erected on this new
‘site in 1913 to house students in grades one through 10. Classes for Kilgore
scholastics continued in this building from 1913 until 1932.

In December 1930, oil was discovered in the townsite of Kilgore marking the
beginning of the East Texas 0il Field. The population grew from 500 to some
3,000 people in a matter of weeks.

"Phe boom caught Kilgore schools ill-prepared for the great influx of new

Astittalives '
students. E. C. Elder, who was superindendent at the time, recalled that Kil-
gore had two buildings, an old red brick and s wooden annex. Before schobl was
out in May of 1931, there was not room for all the students and Kilgore couldn't
take care of them. "Shotgun" houses were built in the summer of 1931 to put the
extra children in." / To take care of the extra load, students in the upper grade
Aleﬁels alternated classes and recess every hour the first year. The following
year one half of the students went a haif day; another group foillowed for the re-
mainder of the day.

"Kilgore, like other districts, had money problems at this time. 5. S. Laird,
a school trustee and benefactor, came to the rescue and advancgd $10,000 to the
district to meet the emergency."

The old red-brick building would no longer meet the needs of the mushroom-
ing student population. In 1932, a $210,000 bond issue was passed, the brick

high school was toxm down, .and a new high school, junior high, and auditorium

7. Kilgore_ News Herald, 0il Brought School :Changes, an interview, E. C. Elder,
o July 1973, Centennial Edition, Pg. &J
8. Ibid, Pg. 43 -
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with administrative offices was built comprising one unit. Later, an elementary
school, Campus Ward, was built at the back of the auditorium. Immediately pre—
ceding the oil boom, Kilgore schools employed seven white and five negro teachers.
At the present time, certified personnel nﬁmber 245 and teach scholastics num—
bering 3,445 of which 950 are enrolled in gradés nine through twelve at the high
school site. The Kilgore Independent School District covers 107.6 square miles,
part of which is in Rusk county. The assessed valuation stands at $532,620,119.

Completed in 1933, the new building of traditional Spanish Revival style
of architecture, popular in the 1930's, was framed by oil derricks dotted over
the area directly behind the high school campus. One lone derxick stood as a
sentinel over.the area that is now used as the Principal's parking lot. Large,
decoratiﬁe Spanish urns were placed beneath filigreed-cement screens at either
gide of the steps leading to the main entrance of the building. Arched and beamed
corridors were used by the architecfs to form breezeways connecting the multi-~
structured building. A replica qf the "Lone Star" of Texas, in mosaic design
and inlaid with brass, enhanced the terrézo floors of the north and south wings

of the lower floor of the main building.

"In taking a look at the heritage of Kilgore, a city founded by God-fearing
pioneer East Texans, it is established that these citizens determined to build
a community supported by the soil, yet prospered by transportatiom. These pio-
neers, including Dr. Isaac Alexander, not content with just an agrarian commun-—
ity, pro#ided,this area with an educational facility, the Alexander Imstitute,
that drew young students from all the surrounding communities."9 Thus, the
stage was set for the work of many other erstwhile, zealous leaders as the de-

cades unfolded in this history of educatiom.

9. Helen M. Griffin, Why I Am Proud of My Home Town, Kilgore News Herald,
July 3, 1977, Pg. 1B
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At this site, Kilgore High School, a red two-story brick building served
the needs of the school community from 1913 to 1932, followed by the building of
a multi-structured building of traditional Spanish Reﬁiﬁal design, completed
in 1933, to meet the surge in the student population brought about by the discovery
of the East Texas 0il Field. Today, the educational process continues in the
renoﬁated, comfort—-controlled building of Spanish Revi#al style, augmented by
gymnasiums and ancillary structures. The edifice, with its original.terra
cotta—colored tile roof,-has stood,lending character to this site for over
50 years,as a monument to education for thousands of former students as well
és for thosé of today. Tt represents sound eduéatiqnal principles and is an
integral part of the educational foundation of the students of Kilgore, Texas.

Truly, commemoration of this site is important because of the highly
significant role education has played in the unique history of the.Kilgore area
and the tremendous impact the public schools haﬁe had and will continue to have
in the future on the lives of those directly affected by its positive and con=

structive influence.
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4 Homer S. Thrall, A Brief History of Methodism in Texas, Peg. 276.
5. ~8télla G. Bagwell et al, Placés, Names and Narratives of Kilgore, Texas, unpublished
6.
7

Helen McHaney Griffin, op. ecit., Pg. 4, 5.
Kilgore News Herald, 0il Brought School Changes, an 1nterv1ew, E. C. Elder,
~ July 1973, Centennial Edition, Pg. 4J.
8. 1Ibid, Pg. 4J.
9, Helen M. Griffin, Why I Am Proud of My Home Town, Kilgore News Herald, July 3,
1977, Pg. 1B.
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T.R. FEHRENBACH, SAN ANTONIO
CHAIRMAN

MRS. H.L. LONG, KILGORE
¥ICE-CHAIRMAN

DR. DAN A. WILLIS, FORT WORTH
SECRETARY

MRS. LUNELLE A, ANDERSON, SAN MARCOS

J0HN M. BENNETT, SAN ANTONLO .
CARRIELU B. CHRISTENSEN, AUSTIN - -, .
GEORGE CHRISTIAN, ALUSTIN ’ '

+

" CURTIS TUNNELL
'EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

P.0. BOX 12276 = - S AUSTIN TEXAS 78711 ) : (512)463-6100 .

o

 Janvary 11, 1988 .

.Dr. Nofman Black =
417 Mobberley -
Longview, Texas 75602 -

" RE: KILGORE HIGH SCHOOL . o
27 x 42 subject marker with post (Job #22987)

Dear Dr. Black:

This letter is to notlfy you that the State Marker Commlttee has rev;ewed
and approved the above-referenced topic for an Official Texas Histor1ca1
Marker, : -

At this time, payment for the marker is due. A check in the amount of
$702.00 ($650.00 if paid for by a tax-exempt organization), should be made
payable to the Texas Historical Commission and gsent to the letterhead
address at your earliest convenlence.

Once payment is received, the application will be placed in line to have
the marker inscription written. The inscription will not be written until
after funds have been received. When the text is prepared, a copy will be
sent to you and any parties listed below for rev1ew and approval.

- The Texas Historical Commlssion wishes to congratulate ycu for your efforts
to record and preserve Texas hlstory._ - e

S;ncerely, ”W~%h ;g{-“

 Frarceer Cictond

Frances Rickard, Dlrector
State Marker Program

cc: Junior ﬁisto:iané,'Kilgore High School  :;£¥:eff'

P'S.. An additlonal $52 50 is due for the requested line of
incising (70 characters € $0.75). The line you suggested is
too long for the base, but may go on the back of the marker.

o %& State C’//yexzcy/az Sestone ..g_?zg_;&z?{//zbﬂ o .

RICHARD H. COLLINS, DALLAS
HAROLD D, COURSON, PERRYTON
MARTHA J. CROWLEY, RICHARDSON
MAXINE E, FLOURNOY, ALICE
BETTY E. HANNA, BRECKENRIDGE
. SUZANNE W. HARRIS, SAN ANTONIO
KARI A, KOMATSU, FORT WORTH
W. MERRIMAN MORTON, HOUSTON
JAMES S, NABORS, LAKE JACKSON
GAY RATLIFF, AUSTIN
- EVANGELINE L. WHORTON, | .
© GALVESTONISLAND. |
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. You are-c"ordz'ézlbi invited to attend
- thededication of the |
" Texas Historical Marker

for .

. Kilgoré High School
711 N. Longview St.

| Kilgore, Texas
| Sponsored By:

Kilgore Junior Historians

9:00am. - and Board of Trustees, 2

- Friday, September 2, 1988 _' . Kilgore Independent School District




Longwicy Morwing illn.n_r.ual

~Sunday, August 28, 1988

‘School

to receive

" ByDOUGBRUCE
Staff Writer : A
KILGORE — Kilgore High School is

the efforts of the school’s Junior
Historians. - ' o :

a.m. Friday in front of the high school
at711 N. Longview St
At the dedication ceremony, the'
Kilgore High School band will play and
Mayor Bob Barbee will serve as master
+ of ceremonies. Guest speaker will be
. U.B. Rep. Ralph Hall, D.-Rockwall.
_ _Attending the dedication will be
¢+ Virginja Long, vice president of the
- Texas Historical Commission, and Dr.
: Norman Black, president of the Gregg -
: County Historical Commission. .
- _Sponsor Mrs. Stan (Marita) Ater said
. the Kilgore Junior Historians were
- established in 1982 snd started the
. “Adopt a Building” program in 1985 as
© part of the Texas Sesquicentennial
- celebration. =~ - '
, The local project included four
- . stages and produced a sight and sound
presentation on the high school. The
information was then used to get the -
historical marker, she said. “So we
really have been working on it over
. three years”
. Atertaught at Longview High School
.. before moving to Kilgore, and in 1976,
- Addijo Williams, the LHS social studies
. - coordinator, decided to start a Junior
¢ Historian chapter as part of her U.S.
+ Bicentennial project. When Ater
. moved to Kilgore, she used ‘
: information compiled by Williams t
- form the Kilgore chapter. - -
* - "Five other chadpters have now been
, foi‘éned from the original chapter, Ater
- satd. -
. The Kilgore Independent School
District Board of Trustees agreed to
. bay half the price of the marker so that
. Junior Historian members could fund
. their annual trip to Austin, ‘
- Students sold candy to raise funds
+ for the trip, Ater said.. o
More than 600 Junior Historians
haye been involved in the project, Ater
said. “They are a group that is just a cut

ESEA N

P

Ater said the group tries to visitall -
the sites in Gregg County that have
- 'historical markers. The group was
;" honored this year with a plaque from
the Gregg County Historical .
Commission.

getting a historical marker, thanksto -

Dedication of the marker is set for 9

PRI

above everybody else,” she said, - L

_The history of the school dates back
to 1872, according to a study by Kilgore
resident Helen Griffin.

The New Danville Academy, four
miles east of Kilgore, had existed since
1854, In 1873, Professor Isaac Alexander
was convinced to move the academy to

' "the new city of Kilgore and became

known as the Alexander Institute for
male and female students. x
! The school was later transferred t

" the Methodist Episcopal Church South,

and later the academy moved to
Jacksonville where it eventually

. became known as Lon Morris College.
_ Land owned by the Methodist

Episcopal Church in Kilgore was
deeded to the city in 1894 for use asa
public school, Griffin sald. .

¢ An election was held Aug. 27, 1906,
establishing the Kilgore Independent
School District, with an area of 25 miles
and 125 students. _ -

.t The building was sold in 1913 and
dismantled. A new building was then
constructed on Longview Street,
Griffin said. - -

i A two-story, red brick building was

- -built in 1913 on 8.35 acres of land sold

to the district for $835 by Mr. and Mrs.
J1.8. King. The school held classes for
grades 1-10 and classes were held until
1932, .

- In December 1930, oil was discovered
in Kilgore; and the city grew from a
population of 500 to-more than 3,000 in
a matter of weeks.

The rush of new residents and their
children to the area caught the small
school district unprepared. Shotgun
houses were built during the summer
of 1931 to Iold the extra children.
Students in the upper grades
alternated classes and recesses every
hour for the first year, Griffin said.

The next year, half of the students
attended school during the morning
and the other half during the
afternoon, Griffin said.

. Former school trustee §.5. Laird
loaned the district $10,000 to meet the:
financial crunch caused by the
exploding school population. In 1932, 4

_$21.0,000 bond issue passed, the old red

- brick school was torn down and a new

- ‘high school, junior high, auditorium

' -and administrative offices were built.
* Later an elementary school was added

"at the back of the auditorinm, Griffin
said.
The building was completed in 1933
with Spanish revival style
architecture. Qil derricks dotted the
area and one stoed in the area now
used as a principal’s parking lot.

The school, with its original terra
cotta tile roof, has stood for more than
50 years as a monument to education
for thousands of present.and former
students.
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received
marker

By MARY MEADOR
An official Texas historical
marker was unveiled at ceremonies
this morning at Kilgore High School.
The building, still in use, was com-
pleted in 1933.

Principal speaker for the occasion
was U.S. Rep. Ralph Hall of
Rockwall, who remarked that many
occasions are marred by ugliness
these days, but such occurrences are
oftset by such events as the one here,
where people are proud of their
future and grateful for the leaders of
the past.

Hall mentioned the presence of
Kilgore High School head coach
James Cameren, whom Hall has
known all of Cameron's life. “You
have the best football coach in the
world, maybe even the best man in
the world, who teaches his players
something other than how to win or

L o A i : W :
O toid the large crowd gathered n MARKER UNVEILED — Superintendent ceremonies this morning. A large c

the street in front of the school, “The Eddie Little, left, and former Superintendent many descendants of early-day educ
* more I learn about Kilgore, the more E. C. Elder unveiled official Texas historical trustees and other civic leaders, attend
T am intrigued by it.” He said the marker in front of Kilgore High School in - event.
 town works together with ‘‘no o i
" divisiveness or backbiting; it has
known moments of glory and of pain;
it has produced millionaires, beauty
queens, a national champion girls'
- bhasketball team, and its people
" helped to fill the Big Inch pipeline ;
*“that helped win the war against
" Hitler.” I
-+ He also mentioned the East Texas
- .0l Museum, “one of the finest in the.
world,” adding that: he frequently
brings congressional colleagues here
16 see “what we are really like.”” In-
stead of viewing all Texans like the
_rich people depicted on “Dallas,” ..
. they are shown the good with the
“pad, such as stacked rigs and priva:
tion. S ) : _ . o 3
.-+ Hall recalled The history of Kilgore B ' : : o .
© High School since the district’s : o -
See MARKER, Page 8A




KILGOR

T

— [BXAS, FRIDAY AFTERNOON, SEPTEMBER 2. 1055
. ) H

- xMARKER

(Continu_éd from Page IA)

establishment in 1906. Citing such
civie leaders as the Griffins, Crims;
Bartons, Kings, Lairds, Wynns and
Dunns, Hall commented, “This
merning we feel the présence of
‘those peoplé who made all of this
‘possible.”

The plain people also were impor-
_tant, he said, remarking how the
voters, in the early days of the Great
Depression, passed a $210,000 bond
issue to build the current school,
because they believed in their
children and their future. “That’s
like $210 million today.”

"Virginia .Long of Kilgore, vice
chairman of the Texas Historical
Comirnission, made comments con-
cerning the marker, saying that she
thought there was special
significance in the fact that it was a

group. of students (Junior
Historians) who were allowed to
spearhead the project.

The marker dedication was co-
sponsored by that group and the
‘board of trustees of the school
distriet.

- She concluded by saying that as a

~ graduate of the institution, it gave
her special pleasure to designate
Kilgore High School as alandmark of
Texas in presenting the marker.

Norman Black of Longview, chair-
- man of the Gregg County Historical
- Commission, also made comments
concerning the marker and
presented a certificate of ap-
preciation to Helen McHaney Grif-
fin, who researched the project to get
. the marker. ’

Marita Ater, sponsor of Junior
" Historians, made acknow!edgements
and thanked the public for buying

candy bars which club members sold_

to help pay for the marker.
- Mayor Bob Barbee was master of

cereinonies. He introduced descend-

ants of 1933 school board members
and school administrators, as well as
descendants of J.S. King, former
trustee from whom the school

district acquired the land on which
the school was later built. Myrtle
King Carter of Nacogdoches is the
only first generation descendant of
King still living. She was accom-
panied by her daughter and
granddaughter, Nancy Carter Speck
and Virginia Speck, also of
Nacogdoches.

Other members of the Iﬁng family
present were Tom King and Lotiie
Lipscomb Guttry. Representing

“trustee John 'T. Crim Sr., vice presi-

dent of the school board in 1933, was
Billy Bob Crim. Other descendants of
trustees present were Shack Cashen,
representing his grandfather, S.S.
Laird; Winter Elder, representing
her father, Kelly Dickson, along with
her daughter and granddaughter,
Susie and Tara Merritt. Nelwyn Col-
lum represented her father, former

Superintendent W.L, Dodson. =
Unable o be present because of
illness was Martha Barton, daughter
of P. E. Barton, who was president of

the 1933 school board: )

The high school band, directed by
Mike Geddie, played “This Is My
Country,” then the marker was
unveiled by E. C. Elder, superinten-
dent during the early boom; and Ed-
die J. Little, current superintendent.
The Rev. Dan Goodwin gave the in-
voeation and the Rev. 0. D. Oliver
pronounced the benediction. Brad
Crump, president of Junior
Historians, led the piledge o
allegiance. ,



Gregg County Historical Commission
NORMAN W. BLACK 417 Mobberly Avenue Phone
Chairman : Longview Texas 75602 214-757-2261
September 2, 1988

DEDICATIOR OF AN OFFICIAL TEXAS HISTORICAL MARKER TO KILGORE HIGH SCHOCL
Remarks by the Chairman of the Gregg County Historical Commission on the
occasion of the presentation of a Certificate of Appreciation to Helen
McHaney Griffin. :
The research required for an O0fficial Texas Historical Marker can be

- quite involved, demanding a great amount of time and effort. Of the, now,

65 historical markers in Gregg County, I can think of no other landmark

having the wealth of historical background as does Kilgore High School.

Kilgore, Gregg County, and Texas are indebted to Helen McHaney Griffin for
her tireless efforts in researching this subject, in particular, and for

her continuing work in preserving our historical heritage.

And I, Jjointly with Mr. Curtis Tunnell, Executive Director of the Texas
Historical Commission (who regrets he cannot attend this dedication) am

proud to present this Certificate of Appreciation to Helen McHaney Griffin.



Certificate of Appreciation

presented to

Helen I\/IcHaney Griffin

for contributions that led
to the placement of the

Kilgore High School
_TeXaS Historical Marker

W . M% Vil BAHN
Ex€cutive Director, Chairman, County Historical Commission

Texas Historical Commission

Septndns 3, L7Pp

Date
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‘ Kilgbre |
dedicates
marker

By DOUG BRUCE

Staff Writer

~ KILGORE — A Texas Historical
Marker was unveiled Friday hon-
oring Kilgore High School.

The marker was a project of the
school’s Junior Historians.
 Sponsor Marita Ater said the
Kilgore Junior Historians were
established in -1982 and started

the “Adopt A Building” program ;

in 1985 as part of the Sesquicen-
tennial celebration.
* The information uncovered in

that project was used to get the

historical marker, she said. "“So
- we really have been working on
it over three years.”

Dr. Eddie J. Little, left, Kilgore school superintendent,

S';iff photo

and former superintendent Gene Little unveil a Texas
Historical Marker Friday at Kilgore High Schoql.

Independent

The ~Kiigore

- School District Board of Trustees

agreed to pay half the price of the
marker so junior historian mem-
bers could fund their annual trip
to Austin, -

Students sold candy to raise

funds for the trip, Ater said.

More than 600 junior historians
have been involved in the pro-
ject, Ater said. “They are a group
that is just a cut above everybody
else,” she said.




" KILGORE NEWS HERALD

AT MARKER UNVEILING — Shown at
unveiling of historical marker at Kilgore
High School are several program principals.
From left to right are Myrtle King Carter,
first generation descendant of J.S. King,
from whom land for the school was acquired
in 1906; U. S. Rep. Ralph Hall, speaker; Dr.
Eddie Little, superintendent; Virginia Long,
vice chairman of the Te}xas Historical Com-

Sunday, Septeinber 4, 1988

Page 5B

mission; E.C. Elder, superintendent of
schools at the time of the boom; Helen
McHaney Griffin, who did research for the
marker; Mayor Bob Barbee, who was
master of ceremonies; and Marita Chanler
Ater, sponsor of Junmior Historians, who
spearheaded efforts to get the marker.
(Photo by Mary Meador)




By Doug Bruce

Staff Writer

" KILGORE — A major achieve-
~ment for Kilgore during 1988
was the placing of "a Texas
Historical Marker in front of
- Kilgore High School.

The marker was dedlcated in
August in ceremonies that in-

cluded Kilgore Mayor Bob Bar-

-bee ‘and U.S. Rep. Ralph Hall,
. D.-Rockwall. . Attending the
. marker dedication were Virgin-
ia Long, vice president of the
Texas Historicai Commission
and Dr. Norman Black, presi-

dent of the Gregg -County HlS-
torical Commission. . ‘

Research for the marker was‘
conducted by the Kilgore Ju--

nior Historians which was es-

_tablished in 1982, The group

began an “Adopt a Building”
program in 1985 as a Texas

.Sesquicentennial project.

The project included four
stages including a sight and

-sound presentation on the ‘high

school.

The Kilgore ISD Board of
Trustees agreed to fund half the
marker price. More than 600

. SUNDAY, FebruaryZB 1989 Longmw Naws-.lournal 17'EE

; Kllgore ngh awarded historical marker

_]umor hlstorlans had a part in
the project. -

The school’s hlstory dates
back to 1872, according to re-
search by the students.

In early May, the Kilgore
Heights Elementary School Cafe-

sulting in an est1mated loss of
$250,000.
In late May, the school board

.made plans to renovate an ex-

isting playroom and convert it

into a cafeteria and kitchen.
Kilgore schools were also

among others in the state re-

cordmg much hlgher scoTes on
the Texas Educational Assess-
ment of Minimum Skills test.
Chandler Elementary Scheol
showed a 247 point increase
while overall the district scored

'10.2 points higher.
teria was destroyed by fire re- -

School Superintendent Dr. Ed-'
die J. Little said the increase
was due to hard work on the
part of teachers. “We really like
to think it is the teachers' at-
tention to detail and emphasis’
on the essential elements they
are requ1red to teach ” L1ttle

said.



7 Kilgore schools ha

(Editor's note: The following is
a history of Kilgore High School,
by Helen McHaney Griffin. The
history was published in the News
Herald cn Aug. 28, 1988 wben the
high school was getting ready to
receive an official Texas
Historical Marker.)

Before the establishment of pub-
lic education in Texas, education
was provided in the home and by
private institutions made possible
by the settlers of the community.

A Jook into the formative years of
the area will give a better under-
standing of the strength given by
the pioneers and carly-day leaders
of the Kilgore school in the laying

4 of the foundation of education from
the mid-19th century 10 the present
. time,
A . Anact was by the Fifth
Legislatare of Texas, approved Jan.
> 25, 1854, 4 Gammels Laws of
Texas, pages 27-29, incorporating
the "New Danville Masonic Female
Academy,' This academy, located
. four miles cast of Kilgore, contin-
ued as'a school until after the War
Between the States in 1865, and un-
til the establishment of the townsite
of Kilgore in 1872." (Richard B.
Levy, History of the Creation of
Gm}grgbCounty, Texas.)
*Professor Isaac Alexander, who

had been a teacher in the famed -

Looney School at Gilmer, became
associated with the New Danville
Masonic Female Acaderny. In 1873,
he was persuaded to move the
academy to Kilgore after its found-
ing in 1872 with the coming of the
International Railroad, and there-
after the school was commonly
: xnown as the Alexander Institute,
! open alike 10 male and female stu-
| dents." (Helen McHaney Griffin,
\ Alexander Institute: Foreronner of
| Modem Schools.)
| “In 1875, the school was trans-
i ferred 1o the East Texas Conference
i of the Methodist Episcopal Church
South. Opened with primary,
grammar al:g jun;or lccéllcgle pdeeé
partments, the school develoj
mto a finishing school for girls and
a prepatory school for boys. The
only Methodist school in the bounds
of the conference, the institute by
1885 had property valued at 53,000,
elgxgloyod four teachers and enrolled
150 pupils,” (Dorman H. Winfrey,
A History of Rusk County, Texas.}
*Dr. Alexander served as presi-
dent of the institution until about
1894 when it was moved to
Jacksonville in northeastem Rusk

A Pannte nasr Yilnars and renamad

Lon Momis College.” (Homer S.
Thrall, A Brief History of
Methodism in Texas.)

"At the time the Alexander
Institute was moved 10 Jacksonville,
Miss Stella Goforth of Overton,

later Mrs, John E. Bagwell of ‘

Kilgore, was one of the teachers in
the old two-story building, The
building was converted into a public
school, housing Kilgore Pablic
Schools until 1913.7 (Stella G.
Bagwell et, al, Places, Names and
Narratives of Kilgore, Texas.)

"On Jan, 5, 1894, the trustees of
the Alexander Instituic executed a

deed 1o the school property to the % .7:

Methodist. Episcopal Church of
Kilgore. This property was used as
a community schoo! for Kilgore
stadents. On Nov, 23, 1904, a
trustee of the Alexander Institute
representing the Methodist

Conference, executed a deed 1o the }

aforementioned trustees of the
communi
According to the Gregg County
Commissioners Court records, an
election of th%geople of Kilgore on
Aug. 27, 1906, as canvassed by
Gregg County Judge Edwin Lacy,
established the Kilgore Independent
School District, an area of 25 miles,
having 125 pupils, and with a tax
rate szt at 20 cents. '

"On Apiil 19, 1913, the board of
trustees of the Kilgore Independent
School District: J.F. Culp, president,
L.P, Griffin, P.E. Barton, R.W,
Wynn and John S. King, and Steve
Dunn, 8 Negro, executed a deed
disposing iof the aforementioned

school prggeny for a consideration

of §1,1 The building was
dismantled at the fime the property
was sold apnd a new school biilding
was erectéd on Longview Street.”
(Helen McHaney Gniffin, op. cit.)
The need for 2 new location for 2

school brought about acquisition of ©

an 8.35 acrc site, an unplatied
part of the Mary Van Winkle sur-
;a, Abstract No. 208 of the city of
ilgore located at 711 N. Longview
St. According 10 the deed records of
Gregg Copnty, Texas, a deed was
executed by 1.8, King and wife,
Lois King, on Aug. 26, 1912, and
filed for record May 11, 1925, w
the trusices of the Kilgore
Independent School District 1o sell,
t and convey the site, 1o be used

or school purposes, for and in con-

sideration. of $835 as recorded in -

school of Kilgore. °

o
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Classes for Kilgore scholastics cgn-
tinued in this building from 1913
until 1932, ’ :
In December 1930, oit was dis-
covered in the townsite of Kilgére
marking the beginning of the Eyst
Texas Oil Field. The population
grew from 500 to 3,000 people in a
matter of weeks. |
"The boom caught Kilgare
schools ill-prepared for the great
influx of new studeats, E.C. Etllrr.
who was superintendent at the tite,
recalled that Kilgore had two bujld-
ings, an old red brick and a wooden
annex. Before school was outlin
May of 1931, there was not ropm
for all the students and Kilggre
couldn't take care of them. "Shotgpn’

kL $AH 08 ¥t 15E & g GO0,
et st e

houses were built in the summer of
1931 to %n the extra children in,"
{Kilgore News Herald, Oil Brought
About Changes, an interview with
E.C. Elder, July 1973, Centennial
Edition). To ake care of the extra
load, students in the upper grade
levels alternated classes and recess
every hour the first year, The fol-
lowing year, one-half of the siu-
dents weat a half day; another
m followed for the remainder of
Y.

e

*Kilgore, like other districts, had
money problems at this time. 5.5.
Laird, a school trustee and benefac-
tor, came 1o the rescue and ad-
vanced $10,000 to the district to
meet the emergency.” (Ibid).

The old red brick building would

MARKER — This historical
marker, in front of Kilgore High
School, was presented to the school
in the fall of 1988. This Spanish-~
style architecture school has housed
students since 1933.

no longer meet the needs of the
mushrooming student population. In
1932, a $210,000 bond issue was
passed, the brick high school was
tom down, and a new high school,
junior high and auditorium with
administrative offices was built
comprising one unit, Later, an ele-
mentary school, Campus Ward, was
built at the back of the auditorium,
Immediately preceding the oil
boom, Kilgore schools employed
seven white and five Negro teach-
ers. At the present time, certified
personnel number nearly 250 and
teach scholastics numbering almost
3,450, of which nearly 950 arc en-
rolled in grades nine through 12 at
the high school site. The Kilgore

Independent School District covers

Volume 50, Pages 447-450. A tw

story red brick building was erec

on this new site in 1913 to house] o
students in grade one through 10] -2

oress

107.6 square miles, part of which is

in Rusk County. The assessed val-

pation at the time Lhis story was
rinted in 1988 stood at
532,620,119,

Completed in 1933, the new
building of traditional Spanish
Revival style of architecture, popu-
far in the 1930s, was framed by oil
derricks dotted over the area di-
rectly behind the high school cam-
pus. One lone dermick stood as a
sentinel over the area that is now
used as the principal’s parking lot.

Large, decoralive Spanish urng
were placed beneath filigreed-ce-
menl screens at either side of the
steps leading o the main entrance
of the building. Arched and beamed
corridors were used by the archi-
tects to form breezeways connecting
the multi-stractured building. A
replica of the *Lone Star” of Texas,
in mosaic design and inlaid with
brass, enhanced the terrazo floors of
the north and south wings of the
lower floor of the main building.

"In taking & look at the herilage
of Kilgore, a city founded by God-
fearing pioneer East Texans, it is
established that these citizens de-
termined to build a commanity sup-
ported by the soil, yet prospered by
transportation, These pionesrs, in-
cluding Dr. Isaac Alexander, not
content with just an agrarian com-
munity, provided this area with an
educational facility, the Alexander
Institute, that drew young students
from all the surrounding communi-
ties." (Helen M. Griffin, Why 1 Am
Proud of My Home Town, Kilgore
News Herald, Jul¥ 3, 1977). Thus,
the stage was set Jor work of many
other erstwhile, zealous leaders as-
the decades unfolded in this history
of education,

L
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: JOB NO. 22987
MARKER WORKSHEET

TITLE __ KILGORE HIGH. SCHOOL SUBJECT ED )
ADDRESS 711 N. Longview St. DATE 86
TOWN Kilgore ' RTHL L e
COUNTY Gregg SIZE L,with post
ARCHITECTURAL EVALUATION:

- HISTORICAL EVALUATION: School for the children of Kilgore was first

provided by private organizations and institutions, most notably

the Alexander Institute, which left XKilgore in 1894 and later

became Lon Morris College. The building which housed Alexandex
Institute was then converted to a public school building, and the
‘Kilgore I.S.D. was established in 1906. A schoolhouse built in 1913
proved much too small te accommodate the influx of students during
the East Texas oil boom of the 1930s, so a' new building (which now
serves as the high school) was constructed in 1933. The applicants
do not wish to apply for the RTHI designation; however, photographs
are enclosed to give you an idea of the campus on which the marker
will be placed. (This marker is sponsored, by the way, by the Kilgore
Junior Historians.}

RECOMMENDATION : subject marker EVALUATED BY %Zﬂ&d@aﬁ;(l{mcg

RECCMMENDATION OF SMC MEMBER:

(signature)

COMMENTS :

MARKER GUIDE INFO:




Kilgore High School
1986

Kilgore High School
1986 Kilgore High School
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