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sixty. The Bible study atso includd
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M and his wile, Vivian, had a tremen-
dous spiritual impaet on students. The couple
‘were considered o teant in this iministry,
Mann’s primary responsibility included
planning the chapel services for both the
plant and the school, but he also counseled
plant employees and students, and often
ended up helping them out financially. He
also visited employees and students when
illcy were in the Tospital. Vivian's ministry
icleded providing special music inchapel
and atso counseling student wives, She orga-
nized the Student Wives” Club and also
helped with the Faculty Wives” Club. The

Marms lived on counpus during gheir cight and

one-hall years of ininistry.

Several student leaders felt the need lor
more Bible study and Christian fellowship
than they received in chapel. so they initiat-
ed a nmber of sucl opportunities through
the years, The Friday night Bible Study
wais one such activity. 1t began in January
1954 when Mr. and Mrs. Carroll Davis
hosted a group of twelve in their home.
Gideons Internationat supplicd the teacher
for the fiest several weeks, hut later
Chaptain Barney Waiker agreed (o fead it.
When the group outgrew the Davis home it
moved to Evetyn Hall on campus, and by

1958, average attendance had grown o
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(Below} Speer Memoriad Chapel interior hefore
renovation. Daring the renevation the old wooden
theater seats were replaced with beaifid wooden

pews,

andd used For storagre, and its conditron
determmatedt rapdly,
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discovered that the cliped wirs o sirnciaral
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preessor amd tormer s from
Eangaster, Pennsy by, yead abont the
chape] progect, she sent @ ot sufhicient o
conver the tenon .ttt o e de an

endow rment tor the chapel™s uprhov and

meintenance. The Beard decided to mane
bathding Speer Memorial Chapel. Nels and
Hernice Stietnstront gave the beantiul
FLasunond console organ for the chapel.
Speer Mol Chapel conkd accontmndite
twes hondred precple, and was . popular plice
for studdent wedding.
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LOMBYIEW, TEXAS
ON THE CAMPUS OF LETOURNEAL UNIVERSITY
- FORMERLY HARMON GENERAL HOSFITAL CHAPEL 19451944
AN AFPLICATION FOR A TEXAE HISTORIGCAL MARKER
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SFEER MEMORIAL CHAFEL

Shartly after the entrance af the United 8tates inta World War
IT in December 1941 the federal government began selecting
locations for and mmnﬁtruating military training centers and
.hdﬁpitalﬁ which would be criti&ally negded foar the long, two-
theater conflict. lLongview community leaders succeseded in
gECWring an  Army general hospital  for Longview in March 1942.°%
Longview’'s hoapital, named in memory of Col. Daniel Warrick
Harmon, a caresr frmy Medical Corp officer, was one of fifty-nine
Airmy general hospitals in the nation  and one of ten hospitals in
the states of 6AGrkansas, Louwisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and
Texas which comprised the Army’'s Eighth Service Command.®

The Army selected 156 acres from the James A, Holloway farm,
Just south of Longview as Lhe site for  the hospital & arid
congtruction began in April 1942,.4 The hospital was activated
an November 24, 1942 by Col. Gouverneur V. Emerson, commander.®
Congtruction of bhospital buildimgs and  support facilities
continued throughout the life of the hospital which wltimately
congisted of 232 buildings connected by three and one-balt miles
of snclosed ramps. ©

Recognizing that the spiritual needs of the patients was of
vital dimportance to their recovery, the Army saw to it that the
hospital chapel was one of the first support facilities to be
comstructed. It was dedicated on Januwary 31, 1943, slightly over
two months after the hospital was sctivaeted.” (Ar 43, p. 36)
Frotestant and Catholic Army chaplainsg and the Jewish Rabbi from

Marshall, Texas conducted regular services at the chapel® for



iy e

the a@,4QS patients treated there” during the three years of
the Hospital 's operation until it was deactivated on December &,
1945, = During this time the chapel was also a popular
location for  weddings involving hospital patients and/or stafs
memby e s . The chapel sesated 250 people in its two sections of
woodern  benches, separasted by & center isle, and in its small
balcony.*?

On January 20, 1944 the bospital buildings and property wers
prurchased hy-the k. G. LeTownegau Foundation*= which opened
LeTouwrnean Technical Institute in the abandoned Ffacilities on
April 2, 1944, 17 The eighty-two bylthirty“ﬁix foot structure,
with ashestos shingle siding, was used by the Institute for its
regular  chapel services for the firet few months. Howevear , as
chapel attendance dncressed under Chaplain Eenneth  Mann the
sarvices were moved to a larger buliding.* The abandoned
chapel was then used for storage of surplus war  engines.*®  The
plat+orn and the entire north wall were removed to oreate more
storage sSpace and_tm facilitate the movement of engines in and
ot of the building. The interior was extensively damaged by a
gantry crane used to move the engines around. **

Under these conditions the building would wandoubtedly have
deteriorated bevond repsir  and would  have been  eventually
demol ished had it not been for Don Landis. In 1958 Landis, with
the approval of the administreation, enlisted other student
voluntesrs, many from Mr. Bwain Phillips’ Building Yrades
classes, who shared his desire to restore the old chapeal tm_itﬁ

former condition in  order that chapel services ocolld once again



bhe held tharwnlv Matal AFolding ochairs asgrved temporarily
hetween the removal of the original  wooden benches arnd the
installation of used wooden theater-type seats arranged in three
sectiaons. lUpon the completion of their work chapel services were
again held in the repaived chapel from fall 1959 through spring
19635, The bullding was not  large enough  to hold the entire
student body at one time, therefore half of the students attended
chapel on Mondays and Wednesdays and the other hald on Tussdays
ang  Thursdays., After a new assembly building was consbtructed in
1965 the chapel building was used only by small groups.*®

Im 1982 Dr. Richard LeTournsad, president of LeTourngaa
Srllege, and his administration wanted to preserve one of the
Hospital buildings as & memorial to the patients and medical
persaonnel who spent time there during World War 1. They ochose
the chapel for this special honor.* The administration
originally committed #40,000 for the intended repairs, however,
aw  the work progressed they realized that the chapel was a
stirwuctuwral treaswwe deserving much movre extensive work tham had
originally been planned. = They decided to completely
refurhish the exterior and interior and replace the sgueaky old
theater-type sealts with padded wooden pews which matched the
ariginal wooden roaof  support  beams, ®* The College solicited
funds to cover the $70,000 for these repairs, and-Dr.  Dorothy
Boeer, & formar missionary from Lancaster, Fennsylvania donated a
major gift for the renovation of the chapel and an endownment for
itg maintenance. Dr. Speer’'s generous giflt led the College Board

of Trustees to name the chapel in the honor of Dr. Speer and her
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family.™ The building is @till om it original location.

Bince dits renovation Speer Chapel has been beantifully
maintained, and it is a popular place for student weddings and
other sgpecial events. Each August, since bhecoming president in
1984, Dr. alvin 0. Austin has asked the LeTournesau University
faculty and staff to gather in  Spesr Chapel to hear his State of

the University Address, to hold communion, and thus to initiaste

each new school year.
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Gregg County Historical Commission

Norman W. Black, D.D.S. 417 Mobberly Avenue Phone 903-757-2261
Chairman Longview, Texas 75602 . Fax # 903-753-5337

July 30, 1997

Cynthia J. Beeman, Administrator
Official Texas Historical Marker Program
Texas Historical Commission

P. 0. Box 12276

Austin, Texas 78711

RE: Historical Marker Application for Speer Memorial Chapel.
Dear Cynthia:

Enclosed ig the application packet for the above marker. If approved
it would have to be in the RTHL category since is was built in 1942.
This well-maintained structure was built in 1942 as the chapel for
Harmon General Hospital in Longview. As a war surplus facility it was
sold to R. G. LeTourneau for $1.00. The late Carl L. Estes and R. G.
LeTourneau each paid for the property with a fifty cent piece.

I would think there are very few of these chapels remaining in the
counttry and it might well qualify for the RTHL designation. LeTour-
neau University continues to use the chapel for services.

Sincerely,

/o,

Norman ¥. Black, D.D.S.

Enc.



~Application Form
- Official ’I‘exas Hlstorlcal Marker

(Please complete both sides of form. )

This marker is for (title or subject): SPEER MEMORTAL CHAPEL
(Title subject to change by THC staff and/or State Marker Review Board. )

County: _. GREGG
Marker location (street address and city, or specnl:c dlrectlons from nearest town on state highway
Le Tourneau University locatlon: 2200 South Mobberly Avenue. peer apel

is at the east end of the campus.” The proposed site of the Marker 1S on The zast
lawn of the chapel.

Distance and direction of marker tOplC from marker site (if applicable);

000000000000000000000000OOOQOOOQOOQOOOOQOQQQQO

Approval of County Historical Commission :
The application and narrative history must be approved by the county Insloncal commission before forwarding to
the Texas ll|slor|cal Commission.

Slgnature of CHC chair or Marker Committee chair; %‘W\W}Q/M /O /0-)/

July 30, 1997 7
Address: J17 Mobberly Ave. Date: : |
Longview, Texas 75602 Phone: 903 757-2261 e 9Uj"fjj—jjj(

The CHC r:hau or Marker Comm.rﬂe chair auro.rnaucally will receive alf cop:es of correspondence regardmg this
marker piject .

Perm:ssnon of owner for marker placement :

Permission for placement of a marker must be obtained lrom the property owner. Please prowde the name ol a
contact person if the owner is an institution, organization, or public eniity. This section need not be completed if
the marker is to be placed on right- 0f~way maintained by thé Texas Department of Transportatlon

Name: Dr. Alvin 0. Austin

Contact person {if algplicable)

Mailing address: » Box 70UL
Longview, TX 75602/ / TOU3=Y53- UAJJ. FAX

Owner’s Signature: /QL_ﬂ { /{/{: ar\/*-e._, y IZQCJH(MJZ//VK .f-.uua .{L-Lta«’f,

Do you wish to receive copies of all correspondence concem.rng thrs marker applrcatron? E] Yes RN | No

i
&

To whom should the re%uest for payment be addressed?
Name: Dr. Norman W. B

Contact person (if aL'l? Iucable)é) . _ ‘
Mailing address: Yobberly Ave.

Longview, TeXas 75002 Phone. J03- 7572261 Fax. JU3- 7035337

Does this person wish to receive copies"ol’ alf other c’orre_spondenee eorreernihg'_ this epp'licaﬁon? L';'.l‘/ Yes 1 No

Is there anyone else to whom all correspondence concerning this marker appllcatlon should be o

addressed? (One additional name and address only, please.}
Name: Dr. Ken Durham

Mailing address; _ 1> Country Flace
Longview, Texas 75601 _ Phone: 903-0663-1730 T EAX

{over)



SHIPPING INSTRUCTIONS
In order to facilitate delivery of the markef, neither post gffice box mimbers nor rural route numbers can be accepted.

If the marker is to be placed on the highway right-of- -way, it will be shlpped directly to the district highway engineer.
Name: Dr. Norman W. Black : : ;

Street address: +-¢ lobberly Ave., Longv1ew, Texas 75602

Phone: 003=757-9261
TYPE AND SIZE OF MARKER DESIRED (Please check one only.)
Subject Markers

This type of marker is sofely educational in nature and conveys no legal restrictions to the property. Subject markers
are appropriate for topics such as cemeteries, church congregations, businesses, persons, events, and institutions.
These markers should not be atlached to buildings. If the marker is to be attached to a surface other than the
foundry-provided post, please provide the requested information in the space below.

2 16" x 127 grave marker {comes with moupling bar) $2560
Q 27" x 42" marker witlh post $860
0 277 x 427 marker without post (see below) $800
0 18" x 28" marker with post : $550
0 18" x 28" marker without post (see below) _ $500

If not on post, to what {block of granite, gatepost, etc.) will the marker be attached?
Type of material? {(wood, stone, etc.) .

Recorded Texas. Historie Landmark Markers

Markers conveying the Recorded Texas Historic Landmark (RTHL) designation are reserved solely for historic structures
deemed worthy of preservation for their architectural integrity and historical associations. The RTHL designation does
carry a measure of legal protection for the structure {see Marker Policies 13 through 18) and for that reason we must
have a legal description {lot and block numbers) for the property to be designated. The most commonly used marker
for conveying this designation is the medallion and plate (also referred to as a building marker); however, the 18" x 28"
or 277 x 42" size marker may be ordered for those who wish a greater amount of historical information 1o appear in the
marker text. Careful attention should be paid so as not to damage historic building material if the marker is to be
mounted directly onto the structure. The THC staff can provide alternate ideas for mounting upon request.

3 Medallion and 18" x 12" plate with post _ $400
LI Medallion and 16" x 12" piate without post (see below) - $350
O 27" x 42" marker with post ' $850
O 27" x 427 marker without post (see below} $800
I 18" x 28" marker with post 35650
1 187 x 28" marker without post {see below) ; $500'['

If not on post, to what {building, gate, etc.) will the marker be attached?
Type of material? (wood, stone, efc.)

Legal description of property (lot and block numbper; metes End bounds%
O the campus of LeTourneau University occupying 123,694 acres in the center of the

Avla (A_Lvey) R. Johnson Survey of Gregg County, now within the city Limits of Longview.

Before forwarding your material to the Texas Historical Commission, please check to make sure you've included the fol-
lowing items. Incomplete applications cannot be considered and may be returned to the applicant.

completed application form signed by the county historical commission chair or marker comimittee chair
narrative history with reference notes and bibliography _

photograph of the proposed marker location {do not use instant/Polaroid photos)

map indicating marker location and other siles related to the marker topic

historic photo of property and current photographs of all elevations {(RTHL markers only)

legal description of property (RTHL markers only)

floor plans (RTHL markers only)

site plan (RTHL markers only)

R R A

Mail completed applications to:
Local History Programs, Texas Historical Commlss:on, P.O. Box 12276, Austin, Toxas 78711-2276 512/463-5853

Additional items, including directional signs and replacement parts for 1936 markers, are available. Please contact the

Local History Programs office for a separate order form.
Rev. 1996
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SPEER MEMORIAL CHAFEL

Shortly after the antwénce af the United States into World War
IT in December 19241 the federal gmvmrnm@nt began selecting
1wcatiﬁnm for and construacting military training centers and
hoapitals which woulad be writically needed for the long, two-
theater conflict. Longview community leaders succesded in
seouring an  Army gensral bospital for Longview in March 1942.°%
Longview's hoepital, named in memory of Col. Daniel Warrick
Harmon, & career Grmy Medical Corp offlcer, was one of fifty-nine
Army general hospitalae in-tha nation and one of ten hmmpitalé in
the states of Arkansas, Lowisiana, New Mexico, Oklaboma, and
Texas which comprised the Army’'s Eighth Service Command.®

The Army selected 106 acres from the James A. Hol loway farm,
just  south  of Longview as bthe site for the hospital,™ arnd
construction began in April 1942.° The hospital was activated
ot November 24, 1942 by Dal, Gmuvmrnmur_v. Emerson, commande:r,
Construction of hospital buildingu and  support facilities
continted throughout the life of the hospital which ultimately
consisted of 232 buwildings connected by three and one-half miles
of enclosed ramps.*

Recognizing that the aspiritual needs of the patients was of
vital lmportance to their recovery, the  Army saw to it that the
hospital chapel was one of  the first support facilities to be
Ceonstructed. Tt was dwdigated on January 31, 1943, slightly over
two months after the hospital was activated.” (Ar 43, p. 36)
Frotestant and Catholic Aemny mhﬁmlainm and the Jewlsh Rabbi from

Marshall, Tesxas conducted regular services at the chapel® for



the 23,408 patients treaﬁed there® during the .thrﬁe vears of
the Hmﬁpital's pperation until it was desctivated on December &,
194%, +@ During this time the chapel was also a popular
location for  weddings involving hospital patients and/or staff
member s, The chapel seated 2850 people in its two sections of
woodsn benches, separated by a center isle, and in its small
balcony.**

On January 20, 1946 the Hospital buwildings and property were
purchased by the R. . LeTownesu Foundation®= which opened
LeTourneaw Technical Institute in  the abandoned facilities on
April 2, 194&4.*" Thie éightywtwm by thirty-six  foobt structure,

with asbestos shingle siding, was used by the Institute for its

regular  chapel services for the first few months. However, as
chapel attendance increased undsr  Chaplain  kKenneth  Mann  the
services were moved to a larger bullding.*? The abandoned

chapel was then used for storage of surplus war  engines.*®  The
platform  and the entire north wall were removed to create more
storage space and to facilitate the movement of engines in and
put,  of the building. The imtmwimr was extensively damaged by a
gantry crane used to move the engines around, **®

Under these conditions the buwilding would undoubtedly have
deteriorated beyvond repair  and wolsd o .have been eventually
demolished had it not been for Don Landis. In 1958 Landis, with
the approval of the adminiﬁtfatimn, enlisted other student
voalunteers, many from Me.  Bwain Fhillips' Building Trades
classes, who shared his desire to restore the old chapel to its

former condition in  order that chapel services could once again



be held there.*” Metal Ffolding chairs served temporarily
between the removal of the original wooden bﬁnmhem and  the
installation of used wooden theater~type seats arranged in three
sections. Upon the completion af their work chapel services were
again held in the rmpairéd chapel from Fald 1959  throuwgh gapring
12465, The buwilding was not  large enough  to hold the entire
gsludent body at one time, therefore half of the students attended
chapel on Mondays and Nadne%day% and the othaer halt on Tuesdays
and  Thursdays., ~After a hew assembly building was constructed in
1965 the chapsl building was used ornly by small groups.'®

T 1982 . Riwhmrdl LeTourneau, president of LeTourneau
College, amd‘ his administration wanted to preserve one of the
Hospital buildings ag & memorial  to the patients  and medical
peraoannel who spent time there duwring World War I, They chose
the chapel for this special  bonoe,*® The administration
originally committed $4Q,GGD for the intended repairs,; however,
as  the worlk progressed they reéliamﬂ that the chapel was a
structural treasure deserving much more extensive work than had
originally been plannmd;mﬁ They Vdaﬁided to complete)y
refurbish the exterior and interior and r@mlama the squeaky old
theater—-type seats with dedadl wotnders pews which matched the
original  wooden roof support  beams, = The College solicited
funds to cover the $#70,000 for these Fepairs, and Dr.  Dorothy
Bpeer, a former missionary from Lancaster, Pennaylvania donated a
major gift for the renovation of the ﬁhapmll and an endowment for
its malnternance. Dr. Speer’'s generouws glft led the College Board

of Trustess to name the chapel in the honor of Dr. Bpeer and her



family.®®  The building is etill on it original location,

Hince its renoveation Speer Ghapel has been beautifully
maintained, and it is a popular place for student weddings and
other epecial events, Each Hugust, since becoming president in
198é4, Dr. Alvin 0. Austin has ashed the LaTourneaw Univerasity
faculty and staff to gather in  Bpesr Chapel to hear his State of
the University Addrese, to hold commuanion, and thus to initiate

each new school year,
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N : . Trustees. L : C . i
: Dell J. ‘Lverett c
/ ‘ . Atty, 1n“1;5‘mt for L. J. Everett Est,
-.ﬂm'srusorr:-:x.\l'f.'l'-* o . ‘ :
CoUNTY OF arEGG/ .4 . . - . ™,

" FILED FOR RECORD; APRIL 12, 1944 at 11101 A, M. . - o

%_m by SOUTHNESTEEN GAS & ELECTRIC C0., a Corporation, 4uly incorporated, have

! sgild and conveyed and by theee presents do grant, .sell and convey unto the sald JFompany

- anjenpetent or right-of-way for an eleotrlo tranemlisslon and distributing line

L of ‘variable numbers of wires, amd all necessery or desirable appurtenance

towers or poleg made of wood, metal or other materials, telephone and teleg

i s and guye!) At or near the location end along the generag course now locAted

i staked out by the eald Company, over, across and upon the following desoribéd lands
locat ,{ in Gregg County, Texas, to-wit: j

‘A 170 sore tract in the L. J, Rigsby survey,

A 11 XV e¢xtension to serve the Hunble 011 & Refining © "as shown by

3nuthurutem-a & Eleutriq Company blue print. Job ¥ LJ 585

Together with the right of ingress and egress over ay (our) adjgé"{nt lande to or from

: Bald right-of-way, for the purpose of eonstructing, reconstructifg, inspecting, patrolling,
" hanging new wiresbon, maintaining and removing s8ld line &nd gppurtenances) the right
.to remove from sail isnda. all trees (fruit trees excepted) d parte thereof, or other
obatructions, whichiendanger or may interfere with the ar%ﬂency of sald line or its

appurtenances; and the right of exercisaing sll other righ hereby granteds

: It 18 f}x\gher understood and agreed that,sany timber cut and cleared from

* the aforesald Right-of-Way is and will be the propertyfof the land owner, company to

pay for all damages to ope, fences, frult trees andfother property during the construo-

tion and malntensnce ‘of @id transmlssion lilne. - :
3

T HAVE AND T HOLD the mbove deaoruﬁd easement and rrights unto sald
Gompany, its successors and ‘assigne until said 1‘__'1*110 ghall be abandoned.

; Not more than *S#a*e# towers Four#{4) poles and Two (2} anchors shall be

. Placed along the course of paldiline unless the sald Company, ite succeasors or assignm,
' shall pay to me (ue), my (cur) hélre and legil representatives, at the rate of S%ee

. for each tower, Five Dollara (§5.0Q) for esa®h pole mnd Five Dollars ($5.00) for each E
. anchor ereoted in excess of sald mi!gber, #nd upon peyment the said Company, its successors - 4
i or asslgne, ehall have the right, and tﬁ’ right is hereby granted, to erect towers,poles g
and snchors along sald course of saidimimber, . :

. representatives, to warrant and forgver defend all and singuler the mbove described
eagement and righte unto the sald,e’pmpany,_\d 1te succepsors and ssslgns, sgalnat every
person whomscever lawfully olalmifig or to. 'c%.l,un the zame or any part thereof,

And I (we) ao héreby bin mizelf (oursetves), my (our) heirs and legal

This easement covets four poleixq‘?d two anchors.
WITNESS cur hand_ thim 1 dsy of Apk, 1044. i

Mré, Mattle Evereott Trust Ket.
Delind, Everstt . . s

- BEFORE ME, the undersigned, & Notary Public in and\a‘ or pald County and 8tate
on this day fereonally eppesred Dell J. Everett aml Lyle Jeter knoyn te me to be the :
persons whpées names aubscribed to the foregoing instrument, ahd acknowledged to me
that he théy executed the same for the purposes and consideration therein exprepesd.

" GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL OF OFFIGE this ths 10 aaf ;‘}*-._Apr. Ao D 1944,

.'g.) a - . Charles F. Wellborn Charles F. Wellbyra
.o ‘ Notary Public in and for Gregg County,®

ORDED: APRIL 12, 1844 at 8:66 A. M.

SV,
CoUNTY OLERK, Gi

0-0=0=0~0~0+0=0=0=0=0~0nm0n0 ~0-0-0-0-0~0

1760 o
DEED AND RESOLUTION. sk

THE STATE OF TEXAB ]

ENOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS: . 3
COUNTY OF GREGG :

That GHREGG COUNTY, TEXAS, a smunicipal corporation, acting herein by snd | E
through its duly elected, authorized apd acting County Judge, under order duly made and )
entered on the Minutes of the Commieslonera' Court of aald County on the 10 day of April, 3

1944, directing the executlion of this conveyance, and acting purpuant to the provisions
of Article 835c of the Hevipged Vivil Statueg of the State of Texas, enacted by the 48th
Leglplaturé, 1939, end pursusnt to the authority 'of all applicsble laws of the State of !
Texae, for and in conelderation of the agreement of the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA to R
erect and mailntain a hospital on the lands hereinafter dexeribed, which agreement 1s
evidenced by the URITED S8TATES OF A XM E R I € A having taken poesepsion of and now being
engaged in the oonetruction of numerous buildinga on the lande hereby conveyed, and its
acceptance and filing of this deed for record in the Deed records of Oreeg County, Texas,
does by theee presents donate, grant end convey unto the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, for
hospitel purpcses, all that certaln lot, parcel or tract of land situated in Gregg
County, Texss, and being a part _p_g_t.h_g_ﬁ;_vn R, _Johnaon Survey, and more partjoulerly

dé‘s‘cr{'ﬁe by metes mnd bounds, As follows:

ot e e | g e nememman em m e [ — - R e Gm s et e e B e g B e e S et
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All that certain lot, tract ar parcel of land, a part of tho Alva R, }
Johneon Survey, situated approxinateiy 2 milea Southeast of tho courthouse in Gregg
County, Texas, .

Beginning at 8 atake on the approximate division line bltiun the sast
and west huvn of sald Alva R, Johmon litio of land, 40 feot ecast of mntor—linc on
east right-of-way line of Mobberly Avenus (purposed Texas State Highway No, 149, now

under construction) 8692 feet B. 5 deg, 15' w, of centerline of Young Street {said

i centériino of ¥6ung' Street being approximate nerth line of the Alva H. Johnson Burvey),
, 3 inch iron pipe stake and bottie 1n rock pile under each right of way fence same bol
! the N. ¥. corner of Tract No. £ in the Holloway Subdivisiont _ nﬂ

' THENGE: N. 89 deg, 50° E. 1750 feet to the NE corner of the Holloway
land, 12 in. black jack merked X on scuth a.l"d wect, eame being also the N. W. corner of
the Chas. C. Williams, .023 acie tract at 1762 teet to the N. W, ‘corner of @, B. Lawrenps
13.55 acre tract, contlnuing B, 689 deg. 41' E. along a rerice row on the south 1line of
the T, @. Eubmka tract of inmi at ‘2431 ‘feet a 3 inch iron pipe ror corner, froa which
an 1ron pin set.in conorete hean 8. 283. 35 feot and weat ten tnt,

THEHGE - 846 rut to a etake in ronco, the N, E. ocornex or a trmect of
11, 88 mores out of the Chas. c. Iiiliamu tract of 1n.nd this corner belng 549 feet west]
of a staks thal is north 80 east $ vra. from a 20 inoh sweet gum mnx_-ke.d'x on the . E.
continuing 6. at 1672 feet a stake at the §. E. oorn.er of Chae. C, Williazs 11.88 aore
tract and being on the N, line of the Allan tiigurn tmct of iam continuing South nt
213? feet & 3 inch iron pipe for stake; ‘
THENCE West 718 feot to a stake 1n old fence lmi being the out line of
Lot No. 6 of the Hollowsy subdivision and the 8. ¥. corner of & 9.13 acre tract cut out]
" of the Allen Eilgore e_atntc, contim\ing ¥est at 2321 fest a 2 inch iron pipe under right-
of-way fence 50 feet N. end 34.7 feet W. from the N. W. comer of J. C. Bostick’s tract]
of 1and, 6a1d point being in the North and Eset line of old State Highway Mo, 149;

' - THENCE N. 43 deg. 16' W. nlong the cord of the North right-of-way renc.
of 8. fireen Street or pld State Highuy Ho. 149, 487,56 feet to conorete right-of-way'
marker rmn whinh a half iooh gnlvaniud iron pipe huru 8. 81 deg. 34’ K. 3.2 Teet,
an X on & 24 d.noh b. .1 br-. 8, 71 Aeg. J0* E.. b reot on the eaat right-of-way line of
gtnta Higmicy Hn. 149, lqmo al-a being the BI' eomv of’ !‘ract. Ho. 5 or ‘the au‘bd.ivition

: of the H.olioway tuot of innd., L . Lo . ‘ , )
' THENOE N, 16 deg. 55' . 48 9 rut to & dteke in the E. lino of llobberly
Avenuﬂ a.nd being 40 feet from the centar ot said nobberiy Mrenue and being als¢ on the

i N Iine ot the exteneion cf 8. Green 31;:'“1; [ 3 -ts.ke, .
1 ', : : THENCE K.- 7 deg. 5* E. with the aa-t lim ar llohber'.iy ‘Avenue 447.8 feet,
i
' qtake at the S. 'n'. Gnmor of ‘I'raut No. £ of the Holloway Subdivision, eantinuing at
866.2 reet tn ateke at 5. W. corner of Tract No. & of the Hollowny subdivision. contini-
Y uing at 1290.2 feet & atake in the 8. W, onrner oi‘ Trect No. 2 of the Holloway Subdivi-
slon, continuing at 1615_ 1 feet to a point of interuct.ion oi’ a 2 deg. " curve -to the
right, centinuing knrth_ 4 deg. 28'-E. 1747 feset to the place of beginning, containing
123.694 acrés of land; and being tha‘nﬁa land coriveyed by C, A, Loftie, Trustee, to
Grege cou.nty, Texas, by dsed dated May Z1st, 1942, and recorded in Vol, 266 at page 441
of the Deed Recorda of Oregg County, Texas. '
Together with all the improvements thereon, apd - aluo all the right, title and interest
of the grantor in and to any aslleya, atreetn, wura, stripe or goras nbutting or adjoin-
ing the sbove deporibed tract of land.

T0 HAVE AND TO HOLD the abova desoribed prmiaes. together with n‘il and|-
singular the rigitl arid appurtenanoes thereto in anywiss belonging unto the said UNITED
BTATES OF AMERI and its assgigne, for hospital purpoesds.

3 'ITNEBS WHEREQF, OREGO COUNTY, TEXAS, has caused theas presents to bp
oxecuted, this the 10 day of April, A. D, 1944,
GREGHG COUNTY, TEXAS

ke

By-Katt—Dawson-——Gounty Judge:




T E X _A. S George Ww. Busi'l *  Governor

John L. Nau, III ¢ Chairman

H I S T O R I C A L Curtis Tunnell *  Fxecutive Director
C OMMISSION The State Agency for Historic Preservation

August 13, 1997

Dr. Norman Black, Chair
Gregg CHC

417 Mobberly Avenue
Longview, TX 75602

RE: HARMON GENERAL HOSPITAL CHAPEL
18” x 28” marker w/ post
Job # 30297; Received: 08/04/97

DearlDr. Black:

We have received the above-referenced marker application. The application will be reviewed and evaluated by
the Texas Historical Commission staff in the order in which it was received. Currently, there is about a 30-45
day wait between the time subject marker applications are received and evaluated. Should additional
information be needed for the review, we will contact you and any parties listed below at that time. After any
deficiencies have been corrected, we will send copies of the application to the members of the State Marker
Review Board, who will make the final determination of the topic's acceptability for marking.

We will notify all parties as soon as the Board makes its decision. If the topic is approved for marking,
payment will be requested at that time. If not approved, the application will be returned along with a letter of
explanation,

Because of the variables involved in the marker process, and because we must coordinate our orders with the
schedule of the contracting foundry, we suggest that the date of the marker dedication not be set until the
completed marker is received.

We appreciate the effort made to record this topic. Should there be any questions about the status of this
marker application, please contact me at 512/463-5853.

Sincerely,

g
Eginams

Office Manager
Local History Programs

pc:  Dr. Alvin O. Austin
Dr. Ken Durham

P.O. Box 12276 * Austin, TX 78711-2276 * 512/463-6100 <« Fax512/475-4872 « TDD 1-800-735-2989



T E X A. S George W. Bush  *  Covernor

Io}m L. Nau, IIl * Chairman

H I S T O R I C A L Curtis Tunnell * Executive Director
COMMISSION The State Agency for Historic Preservation
LOCAL HISTORY PROGRAMS

Your application for an Official Texas Historical Marker for:
HARMON GENERAL HOSPITAL CHAPEL, Gregg County, Job #30297

lacks the following required component(s). Please submit as soon as possible:

] street address of proposed marker location, or specific distance and direction to
the site from the nearest town on the state highway map

signature of county historical commission chair or marker chair
signature of property owner giving permission for marker placement

name and address of person to whom the request for payment should be sent

L O O O

name, street address, and telephone number of person to whom the completed
marker should be shipped

type and size of marker requested

photograph of proposed marker location

historic photograph (from at least 50 years ago) of structure under consideration
current photographs of all sides of the structure’s exterior

city or county map showing marker location and other related sites

floor plan of building, delineating any changes/additions

site plan

documentation: reference notes

O 00000 X OO

documentation: bibliography of sources

Comments: In order to evaluate this property for the Recorded Texas Historic
Landmark designation, we must have historic (pre-1947) photographs. Also, in
keeping with established THC policy, we will need to use the historic name, rather

than “Speer Memorial Chapel.” W(‘t 9

P.O. Box 12276 * Austin, TX 78711-2276 + 5§12/463-6100 + Fax512/475-4872 + TDD 1-800-735-2989

<
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AMID the stately East Texas pine trees, just south of Longview,
Texas, s Harmon General Hospital, one of the Army's newest and
most completely equipped General Hospitals.
" Here many an American boy who stormed the béaths of the islands
of the Pacific or faced Nazi fire at Bizertle, Salerno, or at the Siegfried
Line . . . is recuperating from battle wounds.

" Capacity of the hospital is 1,718 beds. Harmon consists of 178 build.
ings, nearly all of wl'iich are connected by enclosed ramps. An efficient
staff of officers, nurses, aides, enlisted men, and cw1lnn personnel is
on du:y at all times,

Harmon General Hospital dates back to Apnl 1942, when thc Army
officially announced that 2 General Hospital would be built on & tract

of land just south of Longview, in Gregg County, Texas. Contract for

2

An oil painting of Col. Gouverneur V.
Emerson, Commanding Officer of
Harmon General Hospital,

construction of the hospital was awarded the following month and
clearing of the site began, At this time, the hospnnl was called Long-
view General Hospital.

On June 24, 1942, the name of the hospital was changed te Harmon
General Hospital, anid construction of the hespital began in July, 1942,
Col. Gouverneur- V. Emerson, Medical Corps, arrived and assumed
command on October 3, 1942, and is the present commanding officer.

“The hospital was activated on November 24, 1942, and dedicated on

December 15, 1942,

Col. Daniel W, ﬁamon, for whom the hospital was named, was
a distinguished Medical Officer of the Regular Army, who ac his death
on November 8, 1940, was commanding officer of the Army and Navy
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USB CLUBS—USO Clubs are in Longview and nearby ciries. They
offer recreation, relaxation, and entertainment to'soldiers in the form:
of dances and other planned entertainment, Writing rooms, lounges,
and other facilities bring “home™ 2 bit closer to the soldiers.

HmERmﬂﬂ gED Eﬂﬂss —The American Red Cross maintains

a large staff headed by the Field Director, They work in close coopera-

“tion with the military units and provide much entertainment and

recreation for the patients. The work of the Red Cross staff is sup-

- plemented by volunteer workers from the Red Cross Motor Corps,

Canteen Workers, Nurses Aides, and the Gray Ladies. All kinds of
entertainment, including motion pictures, are taken to the wards to
the bed patients. : :

Two of Hormon's well-trained
highly efficient Army nurses.

RED CROSS
REDITORIUNE — uso

shows, Red Cross movies,

- visiting bands and erchestras

and other features are pre-
sented in the Auditorium. In.
door recreation of all kinds is
provided,

* RETREAT
CEREmﬂnlES-—Retrea:

ceremony is held each Friday.
Awards of citations and dee-
orations are usually made ac
Retreat ceremony, The Post
Band plays for Recreat daily,
as well as for ceremonies on
Fridays. ‘ 5

RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES —The Chapel is within easy walking
distance of all parts of the Post. It is equipped with 2 Hammond elec-
tric organ. Chaplains are at the service of the men at all times and help,
iron out any dificulties. All denominations are represented and religious ®
services are held regularly for men of all faiths.

POST EXCHANGE—The main Post Exchange is centrally Jocated
in the hospital. There is a sub-Post Exchange convenient to the Detach-
ment barracks and another for the training unit. The Exchanges carry
a full stock of all items needed by soldiers at greatly reduced prices.
The Exchanges are modern, attractive stores, operated on a non-profic
basis for the benefit of military personnel,

TIHE SERVICE ~—The post office is Tocated conveniently in the
central part of the hospital, near the Post Exchange. A sub-post office
is operated in the Headguarters building. Postal money orders may be
purchased and cashed at the post office and a locator system functions’
with the highest degree of accuracy. ‘




: " This is Harmen Generol Hospital’s Chapei, where regular religious services for men of eve

»

camp NEYISPAPER =~The “Harmonizer,” che oﬁciali’mt pub.

lication, is printed weekly by the hospital staff. It goes to press each
Wednesday and is distributed free to all personnel Thursday morning.
Tt is very popular with both the patients, and detachments and is a
paper strictly for soldiers—written and edited by and for soldiers under
the general supervision of the Public Relations Office and in cooperation
with the Special Service Office.

MILITRRY POLICE —re military police execute their duties

under orders of the Commanding Officer. They work in close coopera-

tion with the civilian police in nearby communities. They help keep
men out of trouble and assist in every effort toward the smooth fanc-
tioning of the organization.

IR“"SP“RTHTIU"——Tran:porl::tion between the Post and the

neighboring towns is provided by a local bus company. Passengers are
admitved at both gates, and busses run on regular schedules,

FIRE PRUTEC“““—A civilian fire department is on 24-hour

duty and has 2 highly trained staff and the latest in fire fighting equip-
ment.

faith ond creed are held,

A portable sound motion picture projector, which is carted from word to ward

taining films ond lotest newsreels for patients who cannot go to the theater,

TRAFFIC REGULATIONS—Milicary police handle all traffc

duties in much the same manner as civilian policemen perform their
duties. Speed limit on the hospital grounds is 15 miles an hour. Ample

parking lots are available, Pedestrians are required to walk facing rraffic,

lﬂU"DHY—The laundry is one of the most important installa.
tions on the hospital grounds. It handles the laundering of all the hos-
pital linens as well as personal work. Rates are reasonable. A soldier
pays the standard rates prevailing in all army camps and may have
his personal laundry done here.

l.EGﬂl_ HSSIST““GE—L:gal assistance is provided soldiers with-
out charge by the Legal Assistance Officer at Post Headquarters. Infor-
mation given by a soldier secking legal advice is treated confidentially.

BARK—A Branch Bank is located in the Post Office building for

the convenience of hospital personnel. The usual banking facilities are
provided.

TE{EGBAmS —Telegrams may be sent or received through the
Paost Signal Office, All messages are delivered promptly,

, shows enter-

\
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Skilled- telephone operators are on duty each ofternoon and evening ot Harmon

.

Wherever you see this sign, you'll find a
public telephone to serve you. For the con-
venience of patients of Harmon General
Hospital there is a modern Telephane Cen-
ter, described below, and portable telephone
, service for those who cannot go to the
| Telephone Center. Also, there is a public
telephone located in the Post Exchange
No. 2, and zis0 one in the B.O.Q. Na. 5.

TH.EPHGBE {:E“TER—-In th'e center of the hospital, just west

of the post office and bank, is Harmon’s Telephone Center, where opera-
tors are on ducy during the busy hours each day and all day on Sun-
days to help you with your calls.

Center to help patlents withrtheir calls,

's Telephone

At the Telephone Center, calls are placed with the operators ac the
counter. When thete is an unavoidable war-time delay on your calls
You may “take it easy” around the Telephone Center, as there are
plenty of chairs and tables, and latest magazines, stationery and post
cards.

HERE are five regular booths at the Telephone Center, and one

“special equipment” booth. The special equipment booth is large
enough to give privacy to a patient in 2 wheel chair. Also in the special
equipment booth is a special amplifying telephone for patients with
impaired hearing, ind a chest transmitter and head set receiver, similar
to those used by telephone operators, for the convenience of patients
who do not have use of their arms.

The attendants will gladly assist patients in the use of the telephone

. equipment in the special equipment booth,

The Telephone Center is open 24 hours each day and calls may be
placed from all booths, including the special equipment booth, when
atrendants are not on duty, ) :

e




T E X A S | George W, Busk ¢ Governor

John L. Naw, [II *  Chairman

H I s T O R I C A L | Curtis Tunnell ¢ Brecutive Director
CoMmMI SSION _Tize State Agency for Historic Preservation

November 21, 1997

Dr. Norman Black, Chair

Gregg CHC .

417 Mobberly Avenue

Longview, TX 75602

RE: HARMON GENERAL HOSPITAL CHAPEL 2200 S. Mobberly Avenue, Longvirew
18” x 28” marker w/ post ' Job # 30297, Gregg County

Dear Dr. Black:

I am pleased to notify you that the State Marker Review Board has reviewed and approved the above-referenced
structure for the Recorded Texas Historic Landmark (RTHL) designation. This special status, awarded to
properties deemed worthy of preservation for their architectural integrity and historical associations, conveys a
measure of legal protection to the building. Notification of any modifications to the exterior of this structure
should be made to the Texas Historical Commission at least 60 days prior to the commencement of work.
Please refer to the enclosed brochure for further information on the RTHL designation.

Payment for the marker, in the amount of $550.00, is now due. Please complete and return the enclosed
payment form at your earliest convenience. Once payment for the marker is received, the application will be
placed in line to have the marker inscription written. The inscription will not be written until after funds have
been received. When the text is prepared, a copy will be sent to you and any parties listed below for review and
approval.

The Texas Historical Commission congratulates you on the preservation of this fine structure and appreciates
your effort to record Texas history in this manner.

Sincerely,

W&,% W

Cynthia J. Beeman, Administrator
Official ""o_xas Historical Markers

pe: Dr. Alvin O. Austin
Dr. Ken Durham

P.O.Box 12276 ¢  Austin, TX 78711-2276 + 512/463-6100 * Fax512/475-4872 + TDD 1-800-735-2989



MEMORANDUM

Date: ~ Januvary 5, 1998

From: . Ken Durham, University Historian
To: Faculty & Staff

Subject: Historical Marker

-The Texas Historical Commission has recently approved a request submitted by Dr. Austin along
with Ken Durham, a member of the Gregg County Historical Commission, and Dr. Norman
Black, D.D.S., the Chairman of the G.C.H.C. for a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark (RTHL).
Speer Chapel, originally the Harmon General Hospital Chapel, has long been valued by our

- LeTourneau family; now, it will be given recognition by the state. This special status is only
awarded to properties which are "deemed worthy of preservation for their architectural integrity
and historical associations."

History of Speer Chapel: Builtin 1942 and dedicated in 1943, the chapel was used for weekly
Protestant, Catholic, and Jewish services for the more than 23,000 servicemen and women during _
World War II. In the LeTourneau Company's beginning years, it knocked out the south wall of
the chapel and used it for storage, causing extensive damage to the interior of the building. In the
late 1950's, student Don Landis recognized the potential long-term damage and loss to the chapel
and committed himself to save it. Gaining the Administration's approval, he coordinated a
volunteer student project for restoration, making it possible to be used for chapel services until

- the spring of 1965. In the early 1980's, the College Administration decided to permanently
preserve the Harmon General Hospital Chapel as a memorial to the men and women of World
War II. Plans were made to refurbish the chapel, and Dr. Dorothy Speer, a retired professor and
former missionary, contributed to its renovation and future maintenance. Renamed Speer Chapel
at that time, it will soon be the only structure from Harmon General Hospital remaining as a part
of LeTournean University.

Payment for the casting of the marker is $550.00, but some money has been raised already,
leaving a balance due of $350.00. We want to give you the opportunity to contribute to this
marker and have a part in this historical recognition. If you would like to contribute, please make

" acheck payable to LeTourneau University, designate it for "Chapel Historical Marker," and send

it to the Business Office. All donations of any size will be appreciated.

o
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John L. Nau, Hl = Chairman
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January 11, 1999

Dr. Alvin O. Austin
P O Box 7001
Longview, TX 75607

RE: HARMON GENERAL HOSPITAL CHAPEL
18” x 28" marker w/ post
Job # 30297 - Inscription Revision

Dear Dr. Austin:

Enclosed is the revised inscription for the above-referenced historical marker. I have tried to
incorporate most of the changes that you suggested, but various style and spacing requirements
‘may have required some compromising.

If you approve the inscription, please sign and return the enclosed copy of the text. If not, please
let me know and I will work on it further with you. To avoid any unnecessary delays, pleasec
consult with all parties listed below before returning your approval or submitting any suggested
revisions.

As mentioned in earlier correspondence, the marker will not be ordered for casting until a final

mscription is approved by all parties, as documented by the return of each person’s signed copy
of the inscription.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

[CL cset

Emily Cole Bell, Historian ,
Official Texas Historical Markers
History Programs Division

pc: Dr. Norman Black, Gregg CHC
Dr. ken Durham

P.O. Box 12276 * Austin, TX 78711.2276 + 512/463-6100 -+ Fax512/475-4872 + TDD 1-800-735-2989



Texas Historical Commission Staff (ECB), 11/16/98; REV 12/29/98
18" x 28" Official Texas Historical Marker with post

Gregg County (Job #30297)

Location: 2200 S. Mobberly Ave, Longview

HARMON GENERAL HOSPITAL CHAPEL

AUTHORIZED BY THE U.S. ARMY IN 1842

AND NAMED FOR COL. DANIEL WARRICK
HARMON, HARMON GENERAL HOSPITAL WAS

IN OPERATION FROM NOVEMBER 1942 TO
DECEMBER 1945. THIS ECUMENICAL CHAPEL
OPENED IN JANUARY 1943. PROTESTANT,
 CATHOLIC AND JEWISH CLERGY SERVED HERE.
.THE HOSPITAL PROPERTY WAS ACQUIRED BY
THE LE TOURNEAU FOUNDATION IN 1946 FOR
USE AS A COLLEGE. DESPITE SEVERAL YEARS
AS A STORAGE FACILITY, THE CHAPEL RETAINED
ENOUGH OF ITS ORIGINAL FABRIC FOR
RENOVATION IN THE LATE 1950s AND AGAIN

IN 1983 WHEN IT WAS FORMALLY NAMED SPEER
CHAPEL. THE STRUCTURE REMAINS A WELL-
PRESERVED VERNACULAR CHAPEL. ITS NOTABLE
FEATURES INCLUDE A FRONT-FACING GABLED
ROOF, CENTER PROJECTING ENTRANCE WITH
THE ROOF BELOW A CENTRAL STEEPLE, AND

WOOD SASH WINDOWS,
PLEASE CEECK ONE AND SIGN:

RECORDED TEXAS HISTORIC LANDMARK-1997
[~ 1 approve this text as wiitten.

] Flense consider the revisions as

0 notgd on this copy, /
- . . / /

, WL ) e A4S

(sghatur /“'/3"7}



From: University Relations To: Gregg Co. Mist. Society Date: 4/22/99 Time: 1:18:04 PM. Page 10of2

Dear Program Participants: On the next page is a working, timed version
of our historical marker dedication. This will be a memorable day as we
remember our past, honor our veterans and commemorate our heritage.
Thanks so much for your participation!

DATE: TUESDAY, APRIL 27, 1999

LOCATION: IN FRONT OF SPEER MEMORIAL CHAPEL |
(RAIN OR SHINE), LETOURNEAU UNIVERSITY

PLEASE FOLLOW THESE TIMES CLOSELY--we have a full agenda,
and a reception following the program, so it is vital that all portions of the
program track on time. I appreciate your help in this matter. Please call
me at (903) 233-3675 if you have questions.

--Bill Gibbs, Director of University Relations.




HARMON GENERAL HOSPITAL CHAPEL

OFFICIAL TEXAS HISTORICAL MARKER DEDICATION

Good morning. Welcome to the dedication of an Official
Texas Historical Marker: Harmon General.Hospital

Chapel. This marker is authorized by the State of Texas and
sponscred by the Texas Hisforical Commission, the Gregg

County Historical Commission and LeTourneau University.

In order to facilitate these proceedings I would like each
participant to follow the program and proceed with his or
her part on the program as soon as the person ahead of him

completes his part of the program.

We will now have the invocation by Dr. Paul Kubricht.



Frem: University Relations To: Gregg Co. Hist. Society Date: 4/22/99 Time: 1:18:04 PM

Page 2 of 2

TIMED PROGRAM FOR SPEER MEMORIAL CHAPEL HISTORICAL MARKER DEDICATION

Actual program does not have the times

Master of Ceremonies: Dr. Norman Black, Chairman, Gregg County Historical Commission

10:30 Invocation
Dr. Paul Kubricht, Chair of the Division of Liberal Arts, LeTourneau University

1032 Welcome and Introduction of Guests
Dr. Tom Nisbett, Vice President for Advancement, I.eTourneau University

1035 A Brief History of Speer Memorial Chapel and Harmon General Hospital
Dr. Ken Durham, Professor of History, LeToumeau University

10:39 Remarks
Dr. Alvin O. Austin, President, LeToumeau University

10:44 Honor Ceremony
Recognition of representatives of our Armed Forces
Flag Presentation by members of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Post 4002
Matthew Olson, LeToumeau University Student, Trumpet '

10:46 Reading of the Marker
Dr. Ken Durham

10:48 Unveiling of the Marker
Mr. Barry Sarver, President, Walter Prescott Webb Historical Society, L.U. Chapter
Mrs. Nancy McWhorter, Director, Gregg County Historical Musenm

1049 Benediction
Dr. Fred Carlson, Professor of Business Administration / Lt. Col., U.S. Air Force, (ret.)

(10:31 Program Concludes)



A HISTORY OF
SPEER MEMORIAL CHAPEL

Speer Memorial Chapel was built in 1942 as part of the Harmon
General Hospital, a U.S. Army medical facility for military personal injured in
World War 11, Nearly 30,000 patients were treated in the hospital during its
three years of operation.

Following the War, Harmon General Hospital, including the chapel,
was donated to the LeTourneau Technical Institute, now LeTourneau
University.

' The Chapel is one of the few remaining structures left from the 232
original hospital buildings, and the only one which is designated as a perma-
nent memorial to Harmon General Hospital. _
' LeTourneau University is especially grateful to alumnus Don Landis, a
1962 graduate. It was through his efforts that the Chapel was preserved for
future generations. When Landis arrived at LeTourneau in 1957, he found the
chapel in disrepair, and being used as a warehouse for surplus engines. He
secured permission to move the engines, repair the damage and renovate the
building for use as a chapel once more. From 1958 to 1965 it was used for
student chapel services. _

In 1982, LeTourneau began a major renovation of the Chapel. At that
time, Dr. Dorothy Speer, a retired college professor and former missionary from
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, gave a gift to cover the cost of the renovations and
provide an endowment for its upkeep and maintenance. The Board of Trustees
decided to name the building Speer Memorial Chapel in her honor.

Today the Speer Memorial Chapel is used for special events, weddings
and worship services. Each fall the faculty and staff gather in the Chapel for an
opening convocation and campus communion service.

Since 1942, Speer Memorial Chapel has played a significant part in
the history of Longview. It served as a place of worship for servicemen of all
faiths and was a source of encouragement to thousands of G.1.’s. It is very
fitting that it should be commemorated with a historical marker.

LeTourneau University thanks Dr. Kenneth Durham, Professor of
History, and the Gregg County Historical Society, Dr. Norman Black, Chair-
man, for spearheading the efforts o obtain a state marker for the chapel.

Historical Information for this sketch is drawn from
LeTourneau University's First Fifty Years, by Dr. Kenneth Durham,
(The Donning Company, Virginia Beach, Virginia. 1993)

SPEER MEMORIAL CHAPEL

HISTORICAL MARKER
DEDICATION

APRIL 27, 1999
10:30 A.M.



| GREGG COUNTY
HiSTORICAL COMMISSION

Norman W. Black, D.D.S., Chairman
Sue Martin Brown
Jack Buchanan
Pauline Cox
Mrs. B. W. Crain, Jr.
Beth Holloway Dodson
Mrs. Helen McHaney Griffin
Carol Morris Little
~ Virginia Long
Anne P. Mackenzie
‘Nauty Byrd Mayer
Amanda Pratt Nobles
Dr. W. D. Northcutt, III
Mrs. John W. Osteen
Harold P. Wells
Joe White
W. A. Williams

A RECEPTION WILL FOLLOW
THE DEDICATION PROGRAM.

~PROGRAM OF DEDICATION~

Master of Ceremonies:  Dr. Norman Black, Chairman, Gregg County
Historical Commission

Invocation
" Dr, Paul Kubricht, Chair of the Division of Liberal Arts

Welcome and Introduction of Guests
‘Dr. Tom Nisbett, Vice President for Advancement

‘A Brief History of Speer Memorial Chapel and

Harmon General Hospital
Dr. Ken Durham, Professor of History

Remarks
; Dr. Alvin O. Austm President

- Honor Ceremony

Recognition of Representatives of our Armed Forces
Flag Presentation by members of the V.F.W., Post 4002
Matthew Olson, LeTourneau University Student, Trumpet

Reading of the Marker

Dr. Ken Durham

Unveiling of the Marker
: Mr. Barry Sarver, President, Webb Historical Society, L. U. Chapter
* Mrs. Nancy McWhorter, Director, Gregg County Historical Museum

Benediction
_-Dr, Fred Carlson, Prof. of Business/Lt. Col,, U.S. Ai:f Force, {ret.)



Wednesday, April 28, 1999, Longview News-Journal - o

Kevin Green/Stalf Photographer

Nancy McWhorter, left, Gregg County Historical Museum director, and Webb Historical Society LU Chapter Presi-
dent Barry Shaver, middle, unveil a Gregg County historical marker Tuesday morning at LeTourneau University in
Longview.

Third Greg;ngounty marker put up at LeTourneau University -




Wednesday, April 28, 1999, Longuiew News-Joumal -

| Erom1B

! be preserved,” Gibbs said. “Ata . . man Black said he was pleased

* yery technological and far with the help from the university
... advanced (university), it's easy to  staff to provide the necessary his-
i, forget our past all together. Thisis tory needed to get the marker

* strong statement that we are ~ placed at LeTourneaun. .
+. proud of our past and proud of the The Speer Chapel is the only
" 11.8. government.” marker on LéTourneau campus

'3 Chairman of the Gregg County located at the back of the campus,
“1.. Historical Commission Dr. Nor- Gibbs said. S

L



" Longview News-Jburnal. Friday, Marcti 16, 2001

‘Speer Chapel gets

preservation honor-

“The East Texas Historical Socfiety and Texas For-
estry Musewn have honored the Dorothy Speer
Memorial Chapel, on LeTourheau University’s cam- ..

. pus, with the 2001 Lucille Terry Preservation Award.

The award honors individuals and groups within
the East Texas area for their contribution to the pres- -
ervation of historic properties and structures that are
at Jeast 50 yedrs old, a university press release said.

+ The Dorothy Speer Memorial Chapel was built in
1942 as part of the 155-acre Harmon General Hospital,
a 1,700-bed facility for soldiers injured during World
WarIl, the release said. '

-'The hospital was decommissioned in 1946 and
given to LeTourneau for use as a.college. The univer-
sity has since demolished most of the 232 original
wooden barracks buildings, but preserved the chapel
as a permanent memorial to the hospital and to the
men and women of the armed forces who spent time
there, the release said.

.-Used for a variety of purposes over the years, the
chapel was completely renovated in 1983 and broughtE
back to its original condition and use. The chapel is
named in honor of Dorothy Speer, who donated the
majority of the funds for the renovation. -

The Lucille Terry Award, named for a foundmg :
member of the ETHS who was a noted preservation-:
ist, is a bronze sculpture of an actual East Texas dog-
trot cabin by artist Buck Cheavens of Diboll.

The Speet Chapel is the second structure in Long-
view to be honored. In 1996, the award went to the
Everett Building, which'was formerly a bank. anc{
how houses the Gregg County Historical Museuin: -

The chapel also was recognized in 1999 when the
Texas State Historical Commission; in ‘cofijunction

: with the Gregg County Historical Soc1ety. atithorized”

a commemorative marker to bé placed i in front of the

. Lhapel



