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Dr. William D. 0'Neal

Bill and Dot arrived in Longview with their two sons, David and
Don, and immediately won the hearts of this congregation. They
have shown constant devotion to this church, and have nourished
this healthy, active, and spiritually growing congregation. Bill
O'Neal's deep-rooted family ties from childhood have given him
his tremendous gift for love of God, family, country, and friends,
which comes through to us in so many of his sermons.

In 1995, Bill O'Neal will retire from First Presbyterian Church,
longview, where he has served this congregation devotedly, wisely,
-and well for some eighteen years. He has served longer than any
of the ministers during ocur 120 years, and is the first to retire
from ocur church.

"Let us bless this Holy Season,

The Holly round the Christmas hearth,

Let cedar f£ill the air, '

Rejoice and be glad.

Blessed Holy Season."
And, Lord, we thank you for Bill O'Neal, for his calm and confident
hand on dark and sunny days, his kind and thoughtful ways that have
touched so many of our lives, the strength he has given us all, and
his caring guidance that has nourished our faith. We thank you for
all our blessings, another of which is Bill O'Neal's voice on Sunday
morning calling us with,

"Let us worship Almighty God."
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As the Father hath loved me so have T [oved
You: continue ye in my love.

If ye Keep my commandinents, ye shall abide
in my love; even as I have Kept my fatfier's
commandments and abide in his love.

These things have I spoken unto you, that
my joy might remain in you, and that your joy
might be full.

This is my commandment, That ye love one
another, as I have loved you. .-
| Greater love fiath no man than this, that a
man lay down his life for his friends.

Ye are my friends, if you do whatsoever |
command you.

Henceforth I call you not servants; for the
servant Knoweth not what Ais lord doeth: but I
have called you friends; for all things that I have
heard of my father I have made Known unto you.

Ve have not chosen me, but I Aave chosen
Yyou, and ordained you, that ye should go and
bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should
reinain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father
in my name, he may give it to you.

_ These things I command you, that ye love ont
another.
John 15: 9-17

Bill and Dot O'Neal
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Letus go forward feeling that the New Year
nolds for us many blessings and opportunities

for doing great work in the Master's Vineyard.
Mrs. Edwin Lacy



ThY BINGDOM (OME

In 1977, our congregation welcomed Dr. William Daniel O'Neal,
who quickly proved to be an extremely popular and beloved pastor,
from his scripture-filled sermons to his inspirational guidance.
Under his leadership the church has experienced considerable
growth, both numerically and financially.

Dr. O'Neal was joined in 1979 by Dr. Jim Smith as the Director

of Christian Education and Music, and Stephen Farrow, organist.
These two men were definite assets to our church, and our music
program grew substantlally, as did the educatlonal program under
‘DE. smith, who retiked in 1994,

A Mother's Day Out program grew into a Pre-school and Day Care
Center in 1979. The Presbyterian Children's Center and the
dedicated teachers have served this church and comunity faith—
fully and effectively, and J_t serves to a full capacity.

The \'mrk of a Long Range Plamming Committee for the 1980's led

to the remcdeling of the sanctuary, including a new balcony. In
1982, our church was greatly blessed with the gift of the lovely
Crain Memcrial Organ. The Holtkamp instrument was a gift from
Mrs. B. W. Crain in memory of B. W. Crain' s parents, Mr. and Mrs.
Buford W, Crain, Sr.

A holdover from the first ILong Range Planning Camittee was the
proposal to build a quality retirement community for this area.
An ideal location was purchased behind the Longview Mall for

this facility with seed money provided by the will of Bennette
Gardner. This will scon become a reality known as Buckner-
Westminister Place, and will include between 40 and 100 apart-
ments. In 1989, another Iong Range Planning Committee was
appointed to plan for the 1990's. Through this committee, the
rencvation of the old office and educational wings was completed
in 1992, and also the addition of an elevator reaching all floors.

During these years the church acquired two important pieces of
real estate, the Crim lots on High Street with the building, and
the Bramlette House, given to the church in 1991 by Paula
Bramlette. The mission work of the church continuges to grow
" with strong interest in the work in Haiti and on the Mexican
border, and the Medical Benevolence Foundation that does medical
work through the Presbyterian denomination around the world.
Locally, the congregation is envolved in ministry through |
Habitat for Humanity, Meals on Wheels, Stewpot, Information and
Service Center, and other programs.
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| A the break of Christmas Day, ',.ﬂT;émzzg/z- the
' Jrosty starlight ringing,/ Faint and sweet and far away,
- Comes the sound of children, Singing.”  —Margaret Deland

First.‘_Presbyten'an Church - Longview, Texas 1874

1874 REMINISCENCES 1994

'As our year of rememberance draws. o a close, let us reflect back to those who

cama

before us, and dedicate ourselves to continue our loving work in their

- memory. . The history of a church ig a very personal thing to a particular

- group of people, as it is the story of their relationship to each other and

© to God. We will always be: indebted to those stalwart picneers who first
organized our church, and the faithful that came after - a long procession

- of people, to each of whom this has been "My Church." It is the place where
we found a faith that has endured, where we gained the things without which

life
; GOd i

has no meaning, where we found that when we attempt great things for
we can expect great things from Him. So from my heart, and through

these words, I thank you for this past year. I will close with special
words from a special lady.

(v
¢ ¢

_ "Through all the pages of this history you have seen,
X ‘@ weaving in and out of the narrative, a golden thread.
@ @ blnding\' together in loving fellowship, pastor, officers,
Q\F \Q members, and committees, and as each page is turned
N @-)Q-' it seems the cord is growing strohger,
. _

Q
@ b One ply, two ply, three ply, until at last it has become
a.cable of faith, hope and love, drawing us all ever

Q:%N . - onward, upward, until it is anchored to the golden throne

Q &,' _ of our King, at the feet of our ILord.

N@O @Q’ Q\\.@ ' Enter into His gates with Thanksgiving and into His. Courts
& with praise; be thankful unto Him and bless His name,

For the Lord is good, His mercy is everlasting and His
truth endureth to all generations,™ _ '

: ' Mrs. Kate Womack Lacy
March 18, 1941
Remniscences proa Carolyn Lindsey |

"Twas the night before Christmas,
when all tbrough the house

Not a creature was stirring,

not even a mouse.

M .

‘.‘Happy Christmas to all
and to all a good night!"””
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OF LONGVIEW
THIS CHURCH WAS ESTABLISHED BY NINE RESIDENT
| MEMBERS OF THE OLD SCHOOL SOUTHERN
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH AS A MISSION IN THE NEW
TOWN OF [ONGVIEW IN 1872. THE FIRST CHURCH
BUILDING WAS ERECTED ON [AND DONATED -BY
THE TEXAS AND PACIFIC RAILROAD IN 1874, THE REV. |
JAMES H. WIGGINS WAS INSTALLED AS THE FIRST
| FULL-TIME PASTOR THE CONGREGATION HELPED
ESTABLISH TWO MISSION CHURCHES IN THE AREA
BY 1894, A NEW CHURCH BUILDING WAS CON-
STRUCTED IN 1900 AND A THIRD AT THIS SITE N
1940. THE CONGREGATION CONTINUES TO SPON.-
SOR OUTREACH AND MISSIONARY PROGRAMS IN
| LONGVIEW AND IN OTHER PARTS OF THE WORLD.
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1874 REMINISCENCES 1994

October 23, 1994, dawned cool and sumny and welcomed a thankful congregation to

- the dedication of an Official Texas Historical Marker. The First Presbyterian
Church, Longview, Texas, was celebrating its 120th year of ministry on the same
site. The dedication followed the 11:00 a.m. church service, and was held on
the front lawn of the church. Dr. Norman Black, chairman of the Gregg County
Historical Commission, gave the welcome and introduction of gquests, and was
followed by Dr. William D, O'Neal. Dr. O'Neal gave the invocation, the reading
of the marker and the dedication to the Glory of God and to those who came before
us. The marker was unveiled by Mrs, Carolyn Lindsey, and following a prayer, the
choir sang the choral benediction. This marker will stand on the lawn of the
church for many, many years, and will be a constant reminder to all that from
‘the first little one room frame church that stood here in 1894 to the present
third church in 1994, God has led us, sustained us, and blessed us. We are the
‘keepers of our church's historical treasures that are going to be passed on to
the next generation.

Wish We Were There ... A Perfect Place to Be
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“This house 1s my

Jfriend.”

Lord, you have been
our dwelimg piace
m all generalions.

T

—Theadora Y¥an Runkle

First Presbyterian Church, Longview, Texas.
The laying of the Corner Stone, October 6, 1940.

Psalm 90:1

S
"She writes about the world at large...Some kingdom and
its crown,..A war that changed the map, or just...the story
of her town...She gathers facts and rumors and...she sifts
them one by one..,.And she talks to people everywhere...to get
her writing done...A document, a cornerstone..,.The marker on
a grave...The Bible or some newsprint old...that someone
thought to save...Her words may not be perfect and...she

may not want to swear...That it was just exactly as.,..she has
recorded there...She preserves the memories...of years and
years gone by...And as her pages take their place...The past

will never die,"”

... James J, Metcalf

- To All a Good Night
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asset. We as members must take a more active
" role to achieve all of the church's goals
This participation encourages

e

B

and needs. P
friendships and allows for personal growth.
" (Who ME - teach Sunday School and play hand-
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g?é,’ bells? ) Like anything in life, the more

§:’I] you put into something, the more you receive

4 from it. Our sons were baptized by Bill,

33‘31‘ we" have worked with many wonderful friends {
£4 and have always felt the love and support 3
Egg -of our church family. : 4
iy It is exciting to watch our church grow and |4
gﬁi achieve many goals, yet always looking to £
g-’ﬁ the future. We are thankful to be a part i

of First Presbyterian - past, present, future. 4
emmiscences prom Bill and Débkie Bankston

~“aWe wove @ wel (n c_ﬁt'Cdfz’ood

! " ”
H web of sunny-aln,.,
' ~-Charlétte Bronté
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<He Bill and I moved to Longview from Dallas in
" §-:|I 1979. (Boy, were we young!) We visited That God composedfbr you

3327 . . P

iRyl varioud churches before making our decision . _ , , .
9 ©o Join First Presbyterian. Upon our first With melodies that touch your life,
“Hg| visit, we fell in love with Bill O'Neal and p
- 22'5 ‘felt so "at home" in the congregaticn. 9’%6”"9 O//_HOCI do.
"BY Having transferred from a “"Mega-Church" . .

fﬁi where you can regularly attend but easily

2&;" get lost in the crowd, First Presbyterj.an,

E:ﬁ longview, immediately gave us-the feeling

g;;g of a true "church family." '

;',;g The size of cur congregation is a wonderful

i

THE CLASS OF 1902 - LONGVIEW HIGH SCHOOL

T
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Keith and I first joined First Presbyterian

[l eleven years ago right after the birth of

i our oldest son, Clint. We had been visiting
the church off and on for three years, and
felt very welcome. Everyone quickly helped

us became involved in the church scheol and

rurk i e
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W all other activities.

 memories already. Cne
4 McClinton keeping Chris in
g wouldn't go to anyone else.

i attended. T had joined the

Hamilton and I found $60 and
Iy Was a great surprise.
make 'good friends who
boys like their own,

B
14

would
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“+ First Longview High School located on
g -_South Green Street, opened 1890.

Saviors of a bpgone seas

By,

inz_/__p%.ace to be.
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There are 50 many
memory is of Mike
the nursery. Chris

Family camp

, picture; made Keith and me laugh because we
stayed in an ¢ld cabin the first year that we

: Carillon, and on a ]
H trip to Galveston Karen Harris,

Linda McCoy

we split it., Tt

We have been blessed to

take care of our

so though our time here
has been short, the First Presbyterian is the

Reanmiscences prom Keith and T ammy Moye
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§;g; I was a teen-ager in 1948 when my family returned to longview from California and i
i Joined First Presbyterian Church with Dr. Tom Talbot serving as pastor. Tommy along R,
i.'%.' with the "Christians" made us very welcome. Pearl and Bill that is! . '*'5
[ ) : :;
iﬁ . Glynn, along with Jack Bogue and Winton Studt coached church league basketball for 4
i several yvears. Being associated with those two coaches, and the vouth of the church .;;i
g during these times provides fond memories for us, as do the years I taught the two 4;.%
$ year old Sunday School class. &
: Glynn and I were the first couple to be married in the chapel, and we raised our .fj
& three sons in this church. Through the years as members of this church, SO many iz
5.%.: people have meant so much to us. There are many memories of sitting beside my 4::
it mother during church worship service. 5
b5 S ' .:;
e Remniscences From Glynn and Martha Armstrong

1874 REMINISCENCES 1994




_- .‘_‘W710 has not found
 the Heaven— =
below—/ Will fail of

it above—{ For ; -
Angels rent the House . ,,i :
next ours,| Wherever L]
we remove.” . o0

—Emily Dickinson

1874 REMINISCENCES 1994

'_also_by the chaste English and chastened

"~ his private discourse.

-average amount taken in-during the year was B

‘very liberal they always had a good balance

N Fa

Carolyn Lindsey:

it

Pastor number six to come to the first little church was the Reverend
Romulus M. Tuttle. He came from a pious and godly ancestry, noted
for faith and good works. When the fierce whirlwind of war broke
upen the land in 1861, he ehlisted as a soldier in the Confederate
service, following the fortunes of his native state in war, until

the fateful year of 1865. He was severly wounded several times, and
for unusual bravery and efficiency was promoted until he reached
Captain of Company "F" in the 26th Regiment of North Carolina
Volunteers, He participated in the battle of Gettsburyg, leading

his company in the charge of July 1, 1863, in which of the 91 men
who went into action, every officer and man of the rank and file was
either killed or wounded, 31 of the number dying on the field or as
the result of wounds. '

After the war Mr. Tuttle fulfilled a
purpose cherished for years, that of
preparing’ for the gospel ministry. He
came to the little church during the
year 1890. He was a man of decided
literary tastes, cultivated by a large
acquaintance with good literature, and
shown not only by interesting articles
and numercus poems from his pen, but.

rhetoric which marked his sexmons and
He also was
indeed a godly man in .every word and act
of his life,

During his tenure, a foreign missionary
society for children was formed called
"Texas Bees." They supported and educated
two Japanese girls in our schools in Japan.
The girls wrote letters and sent pictures,
and the personal interest and responsibility.
for them increased greatly over a period of |-
time. The "Ladies Aid" was still serving,
giving parties and ice cream suppers. The

7661 SHONHODSININHYT vL81

something over $200.00. Though they were -

%h@ng é;- 3{? U,

in their treasury.

Reverend RomuluS‘M;:

Tuttle
LeNGVIEW,
. TEXAS.

One.Sundéy a month Reverend Tuttle would preach a sermon at Center Church,

which he built at Elderville, six or eight miles south of town. The

" Sunday organist was paid $2.00 a month,  The preacher was often given

the resocurges of the land at that time which included potatoes, corn,

- .ground peas (peanuts), artichokes, and even a good fat hog. Reverend
_Tuttle regularly engaged in preaching the gospel until the last nine

months of his life, when he was laid aside by a painful illness.. He
died at age 52. ' L :
"I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course,
I have kept the faith: ’

ﬂngels Come
to Call

which the Lord, the rightecus judge, shall give me at that

* Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, | -

day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his

appearing,”
II Timothy 4:7,8



THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH TO RECEIVE TEXAS HISTORICAL MARKFR

Known as "The Friendly Church in the Heart of the City," the First
Presbyterian Church, Ioﬁgview, Texas, will, in 1994, celebrate its one
hundred twentieth anniversary. The highlight of the year will be the
dedication of a Texas Historical Markér followihg church services on
October 23, 1994.

- The first church was founded by eight resident members in Longview
- in 1872. The land for the church was donated by deed in 1873 by the
Texas and Pacific Railrbad', and the first 'littlé- white frame, one room
church was built in 1874 on the same site as the 'présent church. The
second church was built in 1900. -After the oil boom hit Bast Texas in
the 30's, the second church quickly became inadequate for the times,
_ and in 1940 the present church was built'.

The First Presbyterian Church has been faithfully ministered to by

twenty pastors, the first belng Dr-. James H-. Wiggins _in 1874. Today thé

- church is led by Reverend William D. O'Neal who came to First Presbyterian
in 1977, -and' today has the honor of pastoring the church longer than any of
the twenty pastors before him. -

The First Presbyterian. Church has kept a spiritual vigil on the same
site in downtown Longview for one hundred and twenty years, and looks
forward to the twenty-first century with a sense o.f_ excitement about the
work of Jesus Christ 1n the commuiity and throughout the world.

he public is invited to the dedication.



DIAMeND  TUBILEE
Texes 13223~ 1948
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November 17, 1873

In October 18-’?2, ‘resident members in Longview,
Texas, of the Old School Preshyterian Church of the
Southern Church, assembled for the purpose of estah-
lishing a local Mission Church in Longview, there be-
ing no Church of that denomination in the newly laid
out town. Those present were: Mr. and Mrs. E. R,
Davis, Mrs. Jno, M. Duncan, Mrs. R, B, Levy, Mr. and
Mrs. J. 8. Brice, Mr, and Mrs. E. H, Car'ter, Mr. Law-
son Henderson, Mrs. E. B. Ragland, Mr. and Mrs.
John F. Witherspoon, Mrs. H. F'. Briley, Mr. McKinley,
Mr. George Moore, Mrs. . A. Flewellen. The Rev.
James Knox was requested ‘to conduct services one
Sabhath in each month.

April, 1872, a meeting of members {o proceed to
have the Mission Church established, was held. The
Fast Texas Preshytery hatl authorized the founding
and establishment of the Church and the Rev. James
ICnox was appointed to hold services on the fourth
Sunday of each month,

November, 1873, a meeting of the members of the

Church was held. The Texas and Pacific Railway

Company donated by deed a lot on the corner of Meth--

vin and Center Streets to E. R. Davis, R. B. Levy, John
Witherspoon, and E. B. Ragland, ‘Trustees of the QId
School Southern Presbyterian Church, Longview,
Texas. This deed was recorded in the Deed Records of
Gregg County, Texas, November 17, 1873, Plans were
made for a small temporary building to he erected
for services until a permanent Church building could

be erected.

March 15, 1874, a meeting of the congregation was
held and the Churchi building was dedicated. Dr. W.
K. Marshall, organizer of the Church, acted ag chair-
man and Rev. James H. Wiggins was installed as
regular full-time pastor by the committee appointed
by Presbytery. Mr. John Levy, grandfather of Judge
Levy, was one of the first Elders and a faithful and
consecrated officer.- A little later the following be-
came very active members during Rev. Wigging’ pas-
torate: Mrs. Tom Campbell, Mrs. Henry Smith, mother
of Mr. Bruner Smith and Mrs. B. W. Crain, Mr. and
Mrs, A. A. Womack, Dr, and Mrs. C. W. Lawrence,
Mrs. Del.oach and Mr. and Mrs. Briley. Rev. Wiggins
served as pastor of the Church from 1874-1880, The
Church fronted south, now on West Methvin Street,
and in front of it stood some pinoak trees planted by
“Grandfather Levy.” The original huilding was of
wood, rectangular in shape, approximately 36 feet by
G0 feet, with portice and large columns, and a high
steeple in which hung the bell which still calls our
people to worship,

Among the first children to be haptized were Mrs.
R. J. Wilson of Dallas, a granddaughter of Dr. Mar-
shall, and Mrs. Gaines Turner, daughter of Mrs. 'R. B.
Levy, a charter member. ‘

During the first pastorate there was no organized
“woman's work,” hut the ladies were very active. As
there was no “sexton” the janitor’s job fell to them
and the Church was kept immaculate, floors swept and
lamp chimneys always clean. Mrs. Kate Lacy was
haptized by Mr, Wiggins on a return trip to our town,
after he had resigned his pastorate here.

CHURCH HISTORY

- Ltf’ = ?rﬁp red é’u] ‘erienm - C[«b’mb Longuecw,

November 17, 1948

1881, Rev. J. C. Buchanan served a short pastorate
and nothing of Importance is recorded other than the
holding together of the congregation, ’

1881-1883, Rev. Charles J. Heiskell served as pastor
of the Church. Though his pastorate was of short
duration, the year 1883 marked a wonderful and “vitat"
event——the organization of the “Ladies Aid Society.”
On February 2, 1882, four lacdies of the Church met for
the purpose of organizing the “Aid Society.,” They
were Mrs. E. H. Carter, Mrs. R. B. Levy, Mrs. Hetty
Oney, and Mrs. J. M, Duncan. Mrg. Carter was made
president, Mrs. Levy, treasurer, and Mrs. Duncan,
secretary. The initiation fee was 25c. Thursday of
each week at 3:30 p.m. was the time of meeting—the
place of meeting to he decided at each meeting. Mrs.
Duncan drew up the constitution and by-laws., The
following ladies were charter members: Mrs B, H.
Carter, Mrg, R. B. Levy, Mrs. J. M. Duncan, Mrs, T.
A. Flewellen, Mrs. Winslow, Mrs. T. M. Campbell,
Mrs. H. L. Smith, Mrs. F. C. Kiigore, Mrs. A. 13. Carl-
isle, Mrs. Gladney, Mrs, Tillery, Mrs. Hettie Oney,
Mrs. W. Horne, Miss Carrie Wilson, Mrs. E. G. Rag-
land, Mrs. John Ragland, Miss Lura Durbam, Mrs. A.
A. Womack, mother of Mrs. Edwin Lacy, and Mrs.
Mary Caldwell. Dues were 5S¢ per week and it was
decided to let the men become *“honorary” members.
They were T. M. Camphbell, H. L. Smith, M. Abhey and
E. H. Carter.

1885-1890, Rev, James W. Sexton served as pastor.
It was during this pastorate that the Ladies Aid
bought the Communion table linen and a carpet. Then,
too, the Missionary Society was organized. Mr.' P. K.
Whitney was the Sunday School superintendent at
this time. A young people’s society was organized
and the members were from every denomination, Mr,
Witney was president and Miss Elise O'Bryan of the
Episcopal Church was secretary and treasurer. The
Sunday School attendance was from 30 to 40 and the
collection averaged 60c.

1890-1894, Rev. R. M, Tuttle served as pastor, a man
of decided literary tastes and indeed a Godly man in
every word and act of his life. While with us he
organized a Foreign Missionary Society for the chil-
dren, known as the “Texas Rells.” We supported and
educated two Japanese girls in our schools in Japan.
The books, “The Lone Star” and “Texas Presbyterian”
were written by Mr. Tuttle, :

1894-1899, Rev. 5. M. Tenney accepted the pastorate
of the Church. Although only 22 vears of age and
just out of Princeton Theological Seminary, he was
always consecrated, earnest and enthusiastic in his
work. It was during this pastorate that the Longview
Church was made a full time Chureh, supported en-
tirely by its own congregation. 'The salary for the
first three months was $33 1/3 per month, thereafter
$50.00 per month. The manse was rented for $10.00
a month to our organist, which was applied on the
pastor’s salary. Of course the pastor paid his room
and board out of his salary. Mr, Tenney macle his home
for the first three months with the family of one of
the Elders, Capt. W. I. Bruner, grandfather of Mr.
Bruner Smith, a present Elder of the Church. Capt.
Bruner was greatly loved by Mr. Tenney and a great
help to him. Blectric lights were installed in the
Church during this pastorate. Mr. Tenney taught the
Bible Class in the Sunday School, of which the follow-



CHURCH HISTORY (Continued)

ing were members; Mrs. M. M. Lawrence, Miss Alice
Morrison, Charlie McKinkey, Mrs. Kate Marshall and
B. D. Marshall. Later Mrs. Marshall, Miss Ada Mack
and Mrs. Tenney hecame teachers. Viola Eckman be-
came superintendent of the Sunday School. Mr. Ten-
hey believed that we have Bibical authority for “dea-
conesses” and succeeded in securing the consent of the
session for the election of same, though the session
dicdd not consent to their being by legal form inducted
into office. Miss Clementine Bramlette and Miss Essie
Carlisle were elected, They collected the pastor’s sal-
ary and benevolences not handed in during public wor-
ship and reported all cases of sickness to the pastor.
At the close of his work here, the need of & new home
of worship was pressing, so Mr. Tenney hegan the task
of raising the necessary funds—by collections and by
selling a religious book through the town. This need

was not realized until a few years after he had re-

signed this pastorate. He married a Longview girl,
Miss Mary McWhorter, a sister of M. BE. 0. McWhor-
ter, a present Elder of the Church,

1900, Rev. George H. Steen served a very short pas-
torate, from February to December of 1900. Nothing
of great importance happened during this time.

1902-1906, Rev. T. F, Gallaher was quite young
when he came to this Church and was greatly loved
by the young people, irrespective of denomindtion.
During his pastorate here he was married to Miss
Irma Burke of Tyler. Their son, Thomas Burke, fol-
lfowed in his father's footsteps and is now a minister
in this Synod. Rev. Gallaher was elected Moderator
of the Synod in 1933, served as pastor in the Oak CUff
Church in Dallas, where he is greatly loved. Dr.
Gallaher filled the pulpit here this past summer. dur-
ing cur pastor’s vacation.

1907-1511, Rev. J. S, Baird served as pastor. It was
during this pastorate that the young ladies of the
Church organized an “Aid Society.” Miss Kate Wo-
mack and Miss Della Pegues were the presidents the
first years. The society was organized by Mrs. Jim
Motley. It was during this time that several families
were received into the Church from the Cumberland
Church which had united with the Northern Church
(1909).

1913-1916, Rev. J. F. Coughley, born and educated
in Ireland, came to Longview from the Bryan, Texas,
Church. During this pastorate the choir was flourish-
ing and for the first time a regular director, Mrs. Mel-
ton and Miss Verta Eckntan, our present organist was
organist then. Every Sunday there were anthems,
solos and duets. It was at this time that the enthusi-
astic young ladies society did big things. Among them
was to pay for a $5,000.00 pipe organ, the first in the
city. Though not paid for at one time, the principal
and interest were Kept up.

19181921, Rev. T. L. Green was called to the
Church. During the first year of his pastorate, he
succeeded in having the ladies take up the "Auxiliary
Plan” of organization; just 36 years, one month and
three days after the “Ladies Aid Soclety” was or-
ganized. A monthiy schedule of study was arranged,
a constitution and by-laws were adopted and the mem-
bership divided into circles. The following were the
officers: President, Mrs. Morton; vice-president, Mrs.

J. . Francis; secretary, Miss Effie Shaw, and treas-
urer, Miss Beatrice Graham. Dues heing 25¢ per
month. During this pastorate the manse was re-
paired and enlarged, a second story bheing added. In
1919 the Church began the “Budget Plan and Fvery
Member Canvass.”

1921-1929, Rev. R. M. Hall accepted the call to this
Church. Much progress was made during Rev. Hall's
pastorate. He organizecd the goclety of “Christian En-
deavor” for the young people, which became a greal
power in the Church. Delegates were sent to Kerr-
ville to the Young People’s Conference, the Auxiliary
hearing the expense. In 1922 Mrs. J. J. Flewellen and
the Auxiliary took out a joint schiolarship, a memorial
to Mrs, Flewellen’s son Wilbut, During this same year
Mrs. Flewellen was made Presbyterial Secretary of
“S.P.C"” In 1923 the first Missionary study was held
and the offering sent to Japan. A very progressive
and active pastorate. Rev. Hall's daughter, Mrs, Mal-
colm Martin, now resides in Longview and is a mem-
ber of this Church.

1929-1931—Suppties, After Dr. Hall's resignation,
for one and a half years the Church wag served hy
two young ministers from the Evangelical Seminary
in Dallas. Mr. Teed came first and only stayed a
short while but greatly endeared himself to the peo-
ple.  Followed by Mr. Teed was Mr. Castrodale, with
his wife and little son, this family having formerly
been missionaries to Brazil. While here Mr. Castro-
dale organized g jail mission and each Sunday after-
noon held services for prisoners.

1031-1938—Rev. R. L. Owen. Rev, Owen’s pastorate
was the heginning of the men’s work in the Church,
a banguet being held for them every month and spon-
sorecdd by the women. The men made possible an
BEducational Director and Secretary for the Pastor. In
1932 a hrick manse was huilt at 1100 Turner Drive,
on a lot donated hy Mr. and Mrs. Opha Grissom. The
youlg people took the “Highway Plan,” no longer
having the ‘Christian Endeavor.” The spirituality
of the congregation greatly increased during this pas-
torate with quite an increase in memhership. More
earnestness of purpose, cordiality and gond fellowship
wasg enjoyed-than at any time previous.

1939-1945, Rev. A, F, Fogartie, D.D., came to Long-
view Church from Sehlma, Alahama, on April 23, 1939
Plans were made for a new Church building and by
July, 1940, excavation for the new Church was fin-
ished. Church services were held each Sunday at the
Senior High School. On October 6, a date to be long
remembered hy members of the Church, a corner-
stone of the Church was laid. Dr. Fogartie, assisted
by the outpost minister, Rev. Wm. H. Walker, con-
ductedd the service, Dr, Fogartie stood con one side
of the cornerstone and Rev, Walker on the other, each
with a hand on the stone and the entire congregation
joined hands to form one unhbroken circle with the
minisiers and the cornerstone, March 16 was desig-
nated as the cate for the ‘official opening of the
Church. ©On that day the first service was held in the
new Church. In September of 1945, Dr. Fogartie re-
signed his pastorate here to become the superintend-
ent of Home Missions of the Synod of Arkansas. While
here Dr. Fogartie enjoyed a wide and varied friend-
ship and caused widespread sorrow to those who loved
him so dearly upon his resignatiomn.
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1946—Rev. Thomas Hardy “I'alhot, Ch. (Lt. Col.) U.
8. Army, was called to this Church, March 16, 1946.
In Novembher of that year, the officers of the Church
launchecd their plan-to retire the entire indebtedness
on the Church by the first of the year, January, 1947.
With the untiring efforts of the Deacon Board, Mr.
Optia Grissom, Chairman of the Board, and Mr., Q. L.
Norton, Chairman of the Finance Committee for the
campaign, the entire indebtedness on the Church was
" retired. The Session then designed March 16, 1947,
the sixth anniversary of the new Church and also the
first anniversary of Rev. Talbot, as the dedication
of the Church, at the morning worship. With thanks-
giving to God for all His many blessings, withh grati-
tude to every one who had shared in the erection of
the Church, the huilding was dedicated to the glory of
God and the advancement of His Kingdem. Mr. Opha
Grissom, a representative of the Church, delivered
the keys of the Church to the minister, Rev. Talbot.

Much progress has been made in the past two
years. A Director of Religicus Education, Miss Nell
McCall, has heen added to the Church Staff. The
Church School, with Mr. Gene McWhorter as super-
intendent, and Miss McCall’s leadership has grown
into one of the finest in the Church’s history. The
Woman's Auxiliary, now cailed “The Women of the
Church” is doing a wonderful work, with five circles,
one training circle and a Junior and Senior Business
and Professional Women’s Cirvclee The wonderful
dinners and social hours, sponsored by the women
and the extra furnishings and touches they have given
the Church will he long remembered. The Men of the
Church has grown into a large and active group and
are dointg a fine work. The young people of the
Church, “Preshyterian Youth Fellowship,” are most
outstanding. With Rev. Talbot's love for young people
and Miss McCall's able direction they have come &
long way, now having about 35 active members. This
year the Church had good representation from them
hoth at the Young People’s Conference in Kerrville
and at Camp Gilmont. Twa of our young people are
on the Preshytery Council, Miss Nancy Rogers and
Miss Ann Houlisten. Qut of their own hudget they
furnished pews for the new chapel at Camp Gilmont.
The Young Adults of the Church, consisting mostly
of young married couples; a wonderful group, faithful

-and devoted to their Church, enjoy many hours of
fellowship together. Miss Verta Eckman, our faith-
ful organist, might well be calied “A Child of the
Church,” as she has never held a membership in any

other Church and has served as organist for many
years. Miss Verta at the organ and Miss Vicla Eck-
man. in the choir is a part of the Church. Mrs. J. F,
Collier, Choir Director, ig doing a good job with the
voices in the Church and Mrs. Wm. J. Houliston,
secretary, keeps up with the business and financial
status for the Church. :

The Church has enjoyed many improvementis this
year. The Sanctuary, Ladies’ Parlor and Fellowship
Hall were installed with air conditioning; furnace heat
has been added to the Nursery and Primary rooms,
a cottage built at Camp Gilmont and many smatier
improvements and additions. There are many we
would like to mention if space would permit. Qurs is
a grand Church with a grand membership and a great-
ly beloved pastor, who not only keeps his own flock
intact, but is very close to the people of Longview in
religious, civic and social affairs.
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ANNIVERSARY PROGRAM

Sunday, November 14 :

I1:00 A M. Dr. David L. Stitt
6:30 AM.—Vesper... ..Mr. Hampton Bowman
For All the Yc)ung People of the City
T30 PMoiiicic Dr. David L. Stitt
\Ionday November 15
T30 PMoiieeee e, W. G. Vollmer
President T. & P. Railway Co.

Tuesday, November 18
T30 P.Mo e, Dir, W. B. Guerrant
President Austin College, Moderator Synod of Texas
Wednesday, November 17
730 P.M.—Cavalcade of Presbyterian Progress in’

Longview. Seventy-five Years of Progress

K »

THE FOLLOWING MINISTERS HAVE SERVED
THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,
LONGVIEW, TEXAS

Rev. J. H. Wiggins, DD oo 1874-1880

Rev. J. C. Buchanan........... 1881
Rev. C. J. Heiskell........... ...1883-1884
Rev. John T. McBryde.......ooooooovveeeiiiicceee, 1884-1885
Rev. J. W, Sexton.....ocoeieei e, 1885-189¢
Rev, R. M. Tuttle.......coivviie 18901894
Rev. 8. M. Tenney, DD il 1894-1809
Rev. George H. Steen, DD 1500
Rev. T. . Gallaher, D.Do ..., 1802-1906
Rev. J. 5. Baird, D.Don s 1907.1911
Rev. T. I, Coughley. ... 1911
Rev. T. L. Green, D.D... L. 19171920
Rev. R. M. Hall, DD, 1921-1929
Rev. M. W, Castlodale {Supply) 1929-1931
Rev. B. L. OWelreoi e ....1931-1938
Rev. A, I, Fogartie, D.D.... 1939-1945
Rev. Thos. H. Talbot.....ccccooviieeceeciverier e, 1946-
K »

ORDER OF SERVICES -

Sunday: .
9:45 AM.. e Church School
I1:00 AM. Morning Worship
6:30 P.M.—Preshyterian Youth Fellowship Vesper
Services
T80 P M., Evening Worship
Wednesday:
T30 PM.oiae Mid-Week Prayer Service
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Che Hivst Preshptertn Chueel

Cornter Methvin and Center

Longview, Texas

“Che Friendly Churely in the Heact of the Tity”

“Whosoever thou art that entereth this Church, remember it ix the House of God:
he reverent, thoughtful and prayerful; and leave it not without a prayer to
rock for thyselt, for those who minister, for those who worship
here, and for all men everywhere”

ENTER TO WORSHIP DEPART TO SERVE

1100 Turner Drive .. Chiareh Gflice
Telephone: 3124 7/1'0”1‘@4’ ‘#' ‘7&‘[40‘4 Mmze" Telephone: 4283



THE SESSION
T, H. Talbot, Mederatoer Joe Finley J. A, Mansinger Dr. H. H. Nichuss

G. H. Grissom B. 1. Marshall 0. I.. Norton

H. L. Herron ) Rembert Rea

Elmer Isgren M. M. Martin Charles Seward

Paul Culver R. L. LeTourneau Curtis Morris W. Bruner Smith
Joe Dunsworth Judge R. B. Levy E. . McWhorter J. Melroy Thompson
(Meets first Wednesday evening of month)

Conrad Vernon, Clerk
Don Braziel

THE DIACONATE

H. D. MacBoenald, Chairman Merrill Matthews, Treasurer
George Sammons, Benevolence Treasurer Talmage Horn, Secretny
L. J. Barbary E. T. Flewellen J. W, Hutchings J. D. Saxon

Searcy Birdsong, Jr. Dr. J. C. Francis F. M. McCain Lawrence Skippev

J, W, Booth Dr. Tom Francis E. R. McWhorter Hamp Smead

Walter Brooking Dr. Charles Gray Sam Maoore J. L. Tune

WML Christian . IR S Hardwick IFrank Rains R. L. Whitchead

John B, Dickson Robert Herr Lawrence Rogers I.. 8. Whitzon

Robert Flanagan Roger Henderson Clark Sample W, Whitworth

(Meets second Monday evening of month

THE CHURCH STAFI

Minigter . . . . o . B Reverend Thomax H. Talbot
Director of Religious Education. . ... . o, . Miss Nell MceCali
Church Secretary . o Mrs. W J. Houliston
U GaNISt o e e e e e e DIES Verta Eckman

Choir Director ... . . . Mrs J F. Collier



THOMAS HARDY TALBOT

Hev, Thos H. Talbot, pastor of the IMest Preshyter
ian Church, Longview, Texas, was born in Dallas and
attended Adamson and Sunset High Schools of that
city. He attended SMU for one year and then en-
gaged in the cotton business for three years with Well
Brothers of Dallas. In 1930 he decided to enter the
ministry.  He attended Austin College in Sherman
and received hiz B.A, degree in 1933 He then en-
tered Austin Theological Seminary at Austin, from
which he graduated with the degree of B.D. in 1936,
While a student at the seminary he took post-graduate
work at the University of Texas. He was ordained by
Western Texas Presbytery in Apri} 1936. His first pas-
torate was the Presbyterian Church at Luling, Texas,
from 1936 to 1940, He then accepted a call to the East
Daltus Presbyterian Church where he served as pastor
from T80 1o 1945 He was on leave in military dervice
from 1042 to 1945, He entered the service of his coun-
v oas First Lieutenant as Post Chaplain at Camp
Hood from then until the spring of 1945, when he went
overseas to Honelulu, where he sgerved for nine
months.  When discharged froem service in 1945 he
carried the rank of Lieutenant Colonel.

On March 6, 194], he was united in marriage with
Miss Catherine Douglas Felkel of Anderson, S, (. Mys.
Talbot is a graduate of Scarritt College, Nashville.
Tennessee, and was in full time service as Director of
Religious Education at the Travis Park Methodist
Church in San Antonio, prior to their marriage. They
have two children, a fittle girl, Catherine bDouglas
(Cappy), who was four years old last March 16, and
a son, Thomas Hardy. Jr. (Tommy), who was one year
oid last September 20th,

Mr. Taibot accepted the pastorate of thisz Chureh
March 15, 1946, One year later he dedicated the
Chuwreh, which six years befove. Maveh 16, 1941, held
its first service in the new Church. Rev. Tathol wis
commissioned to the General Assembly thix vear, Mayv
1948,

Rev. Talbot is a 32nd. degree Mason and a member
of Hella Temple Shrine in Dallas, A member and di-
rector of the (ivitan Club, vice president and director
of the Liongview Chamber of Commerce, and & former
Chaplain and director of The American Legion. Both
he and Mrs. Talbot are greatly loved, not oniv by the
Church, hut by the pecple of Longview.



PRAYER OF RE-DE,DICATION AND THANKSGIVING

“God of our Fathers who- through the years, hath led Thy people, we come to Thee.
Our Fathers trusted in Thee they trusted and Thou didst deliver them.
May the Spirit WhO kindled their falth descend upon us.

We bless Thee, for the ministry of former days, for the memory of heroic deeds, saintly lives,
service that was accepted of Thee,

Thou has redeemed us from the weakness of the past, wherein earlier days, we were but a few
scattered believers in th_:__e heart of the 'JWil.derness, surrounded by savage beasts and still more savage
men. ;

Thou hast set our feet in a large room.

Thou hast made of us a great people.

The log cabin has.become the gracibus Christian home.
Places of learning have multiplied.

The forest aisles, Wherem our fathers WOI‘ShIppEd have become temples of brick and marble and
granite. :

Saints and scholars have come forth from their portals to lead our hopes and aspirations through
the years. ' '

Wealth, power, honor has come to Thy Church.

Even our rude tongue hast Thou moulded, until it rings like iron and shines with the sheen of
gold. _ -

The savage kneeling in the far off places of the earth, hears “the story of Jesus told in every
tongue. _ ' - ' | S
» Yet forbid it God that in this hour of jofr, we should speak any words or think any- thoughts that
‘hold not Thee in _éwe-. ‘
Not unto us, not unto us, but unto Thy Name be the honor and glory.

As we think of the price paid to plant Thy vineyard here, give us to see the needs of those who
come after. May we pass on the heritage received, enriched, strengthened From these days of recol-
lection, may we gain an added sense of responsibility for the years which lie ahead.

Recelve us, shelter us under Thy ngs Hide us in Thy Heart.

Tn the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour, we pray.”

AMEN. .



November 17, 1873

In October 1872, resident members in Longview,
Texas, of the Old School Presbyterian Church of the
Southern Church, assembled for the purpose of estab-
lishing a local Mission Church in Longview, there be-
ing no Church of that denomination in the newly laid
out town. Those presen{ were: Mr. and Mrs. B. R.
Davis, Mrs. Jno. M. Duncan, Mrs, R. B. Levy, Mr. and
Mrs. I. S. Brice, Mr. and Mrs. E. H, Carter, Mr. Law-
son Henderson, Mrs. E. B. Ragland, Mr. and -Mrs,
John F. Witherspoon, Mrs. H. F\. Briley, Mr. McKinley,
My, George Moore, Mrs. T. A. Flewellen, The Rev.
James Knox was requesterd to conduct services one
Sabhath in each month.

April, 1872, a meeting of memhers to proceed to
have the Mission Church established, was held. The
Kast Texas Presbytery had authorized the founding
and establishment of the Church and the Rev. James
Knox was appointed to hold services on the fourth
Sunday of each month.

November, 1873, a meeting of the members of the
Church was held. The Texas and Pacific Railway

Company donated hy deed a lot on the corner of Meth-

vin and Center Streets to E. R. Davis, R. B. Levy, John
Witherspoon, and E. B. Ragland, Trustees of the Old
School Scuthern Preshyterian Church, Longview,
Texas. This deed was recorded in the Deed Records of
Gregg County, Texas, November 17, 1873. Plans were
made for a small temporary building to be erected
for services until a permanent Church building could
be erected,

March 15, 1874, a meeting of the congregation was
held and the Church building was dedicated.  Dr. W.
K. Marshall, organizer of the Church, acted as chair-
man and Rev. James H. Wiggins was installed as
regular full-time pastor by the committee appointed
by Presbytery. Mr. John Levy, grandfather of Judge
Levy, was one of the first Elders and a faithful and
congecrated officer.. A little later the following be-
came very active members during Rev. Wiggins' pas-
torate: Mrs. Tom Camphbell, Mrs. Heniry Smith, mother
of Mr. Bruner Smith and Mrs. B. W. Crain, Mr. and
Mrs. A. A. Womack, Dr. and Mrs. C. W. Lawrence,
Mrs. DeLoach and Mr. and Mrs. Briley. Rev., Wiggins
served as pastor of the Church from 1874-1880. The
Church fronted south, now on West Methvin Street,
and in front of it stood some pinvak trees planted by
“Grandfather Levy.” The original building was of
wood, rectangular in shape, approximately 36 feet by
GO feet, with portice and large columns, and a high
steeple in which hung the hell which still calls our
people to worship.

Among the first children to e haptized were Muis.
R. J. Wilson of Dallas, a granddaughter of Dr. Mar-
shall, and Mrs. Gaines Turner, daughter of Mrs. R. B.
Levy, a charter member.

During the first pastorate there was no organized
“woman's work,” hut the ladies were very active., As
there was no “sexton” the janiter's job fell to them
and the Church was kept immacuiate, floors swept and
lamp chimneys always clean. Mrs. Kate Lacy was
haptized by Mr. Wiggins on a return trip to our town,
after he had resigned hiis pastorate here.

CHURCH HISTORY

November 17, 1948

1881, Rev. J. C. Buchanan served a short pastorate
and nothing of importance is recorded other than the
holding together of the congregation.

1881-1883, Rev. Charies J. Heiskell served as pastor
of the Church. Though his pastorate was of short
duration, the year 1883 marked a wonderful and “vital”
event—the organization of the “Ladies Ald Society.”
On February 2, 1882, four iadies of the Church met for
the purpose of organizing the “Aid Society.” They
were Mrs. E. H. Carter, Mrs. R. B. Levy, Mrs. Hetty
Oney, and Mrs. J. M. Duncan. Mrs. Carter wag made
president, Mrs. Levy, treasurer, and Muis. Duncan,
secretary. The initiation fee was 25c. Thursday of
each week at 3:30¢ p.m. was the time of meeting—the
Place of meeting to he decided at each meeting, Mrs.
Duncan drew up the constitution and hy-laws. ‘The
following ladies were charter members: Mrs, E. H.
Carter, Mrs. R. B. Levy, Mrs. J. M, Duncan, Mrs. T.
A. Flewellen, Mrs. Winslow, Mrs. T. M. Campbeli,
Mrs. H. L. Smith, Mrs, F, C, Kilgore, Mrs. A. B. Carl-
isle, Mrs. Gladney, Mrs. Tillery, Mrs. Hettie Oney,
Mrs., W. Horne, Miss Carrie Wilson, Mrs. E. G, Rag-
land, Mrs. John Ragland, Miss Lura Durham, Mrs. A.
A, Womack, mother of Mrs. Edwin Lacy, and Mrs.
Mary Caldwell. Dues were 5c per week and it was
decided to let the men hecome “honorary” members.
They were T. M. Campbeli, H. L. Smith, M. Abey and
E. H. Carter.

1885-1890, Rev. James W. Sexton served as pastor.
It was during this pastorate that the Ladies Aid
bought the Communion table linen and a carpet. Then,
too, the Missionary Socciety was organized. Mr. P. K.
Whitney was the Sunday School superintendent at
this time. A young people’s scciety was organized
and the members were from every denomination. Mr.
Witney was president and Miss Elise O’Bryan of the
Episcopal Church was secretary and treasurer. The
Sunday School attendance was from 30 to 40 and the
collection averaged 60e.

1890-1894, Rev. R. M. Tuttle served as pastor, a man
of decided literary tastes and indeed a Godly man in
every word and act of his life. While with us he
organized a Foreign Missionary Society for the chil-
dren, known &s the “Texas Bells,” We supported and
educated two Japanese girls in our schools in Japan.
The books, “The Lone Star” and “Texas Preshyterian”
were written by Mr, Tuttle.

1894-1899, Rev. S. M. Tenney accepted the pastorate
of the Church. Although only 22 years of age and
just out of Princeton Theological Seminary, he was
always consecrated, earnest and enthusiastic in his
work. It was during this pastorate that the Longview
Church wag made a full time Church, supported en-
tirely by its own congregation. The salary for the
first three months was $33 1/3 per month, thereafter
$50.00 per month. The manse was rented for $10.00
a month Lo our organist, which was applied on the
pastor’s salary. Of course the pastor paid his room
and hoard cut of his salary. Mr. Tenney made his home
for the first three months with the family of one of
the Tiders, Capt. W. I. Bruner, grandfather of Mr.
Bruner Smith, a present Elder of the Church. Capt.
Bruner was greatly loved by Mr. Tenney and a great
help to him. Electric lights were instalied in the
Church during this pastorate. Mr. Tenney taught the
Bible Class in the Sunday School, of which the follow-
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ing were members: Mrs. M. M. Lawrence, Miss Alice
Morrison, Charlie McKinley, Mrs. Kate Marshall and
B. D. Marshall. Later Mrs. Marshall, Misg Ada Mack
and Mrs. Tenney became teachers. Viola Eckman he-
came superintendent of the Sunday School. Mr. Ten-
ney believed that we have Bibical authority for “dea-
conesses” and succeeded in securing the consent of the
sezsion for the election of same, though the session
did not consent to their heing by legal form inducted
into office. Misg Clementine Bramlette and Miss Essie
Carlisle were elected. They collected the pastor’s sal-
“ary and henevolences not handed in during public wor-
ship and reported all cases of sickness to the pastor.
At the close of his work here, the need of a new home
of worship was pressing, so Mr. Tenney began the task
of raising the necessary funds—by collections and by
selling a religious book through the town. This need
was not realized until a few years after he had re-
signed this pastorate. He married a Longview girl,
Miss Mary McWhorter, a sister of Mr. E. O. McWhor-
ter, a present Elder of the Church.

1900, Rev. George H. Steen served a very short pas-
torate, from February to December of 1900. Nothing
of great importance happened during this time.

1902-1908, Rev. T. F. Gallaher was duite young
wihen he came to this Church and was greatly loved
by the young people, irrespective of denomingtion.
During his pastorate here he was married to Miss
Irma Burke of Tyler. Their son, Thomas Burke, fol
lowed in his father's footsteps and is now a minister
in this Synod. Rev. Gallaher was elected Moderator
of the Synod in 1933, served as pastor in the Oak Cliff
Church in Dallas, where he is greatly loved. Dr.
Gallaher filled the pulpit here this past summer dur-
ing our pastor’s vacation.

1907-1911, Rev. J. 8. Baird served as pastor. It was
during this pastorate that the young ladies of the
Church organized an “Aid Society.” Miss Kate Wo-
mack and Miss Della Pegues were the presidents the
first vears. ‘The society was organized by Mrs. Jim
Motley. It was during this time that several families
were received into the Church from the Cumberland
Church which had united with the Northern Church
{1909).

1913-1916, Rev. J. F. Coughley, born and educated
in Ireland, came to Longview from the Bryan, Texas,
Church. During this pastorate the choir was fiourish-
ing and for the first time a regular director, Mrs. Mel-
ton and Miss Verta Eckman, our present organist was
organist then. Every Sunday there were anthems,
solos and duets. It was at this time that the enthusi-
astic young ladies scciety did big things. Among them
was to pay for a $5,000.00 pipe organ, the first in the
city. Though not paid for at one time, the principal
and interest were kept up.

1918-1921, Rev. T. L. Green was called to the
Church. During the first year of his pastorate, he
succeeded in having the ladies take up the “Auxiliary
Plan” of organization; just 36 years, one month and
three days after the “Ladies Aid Society” was or-
ganized. A monthly schedule of study was arranged,
a constitution and by-laws were adopted and the mem-
bership divided into circles. The following were the
officers: President, Mrs. Morton; vice-president, Mrs.

J. C. Francis; secretary, Miss Effie Shaw, and treas-
urer, Miss Reatrice Graham. Dues being 25¢ per
month. During this pastorate the manse was re-
paired and enlarged, a second story bheing added. In
1919 the Church began the "Budget Plan and KEvery
Member Canvass.”

1921-1928, Rev. R. M. Hall accepted the call to this
Church. Much progress was made during Rev. Hall's
pastorate. He organized the society of “Christian En-
deavor” for the young people, which became a great
power in the Church. Delegates were sent to Kerr-
ville to the Young People’s Conference, the Auxiliary
bearing the expense. In 1922 Mrs. J. J. Flewellen and
the Auxiliary took out a jeint scholarship, a memaorial
to Mrs. Flewellen’s son Wilbut. During this same year
Mrs. Flewellen was made Preshyterial Secretary of
“gP.C” In 1023 the first Missionary study was held
and the offering sent to Japan. A very progressive
and active pastorate. Rev. Hall’'s daughter, Mrs. Mal-
colm Martin, now resides in Longview and is a mem-
ber of this Church.

1929-1931—Supplies. After Dr. Hall's resignation,
for one and a half years the Church was served hy
two young ministers from the Evangelical Seminary
in Dallas. Mr. Teed came first and only stayed a
short while hut greatly endeared himself to the peo-
ple. Followed by Mr. Teed was Mr. Castrodale, with
his wife and little son, this family having formerly
been missionaries to Brazil. While here Mr. Castro-
dale organized a jail mission and each Sunday after-
noon held serviceg for prisoners,

1921-1928--Rev. R. L. Owen. Rev. Owen's pastorate
was the heginning of the men’s work in the Church,
a banguet heing held for them every month and spon-
sored hy the women. The men made possible an
Educational Director and Secretary for the Pastor. In
1932 a hrick manse was built at 1100 Turner Drive,
on a lot donated by Mr. and Mrs. Opha Grissom. The
voung people took the “Highway Plan,” no longer
having the *“Christian Endeavor.” The spirituality
of the congregation greatly increased during this pas-
torate with guite an increase in membership. More
earnestness of purpose, cordiality and good fellowship
was enjoyved-than at any time previous.

1939-1945, Rev. A, I Fogartie, D.D., came to Long-
view Church from Seima, Alabama, on April 23, 1939,
Plans were made for a new Church building and hy
July, 1940, excavation for the new Church was fin-
ished. Church services were held each Sunday at the
Senior High School. On Qctober 6, a date to be long
remembered hy members of the Church, a corner-
stone of the Church was laid. Dr. Fogartie. assisted
by the ocutpost minister, Rev. Wm. H. Walker. con-
ducted the service. Dr. Fogartie stood on cone side
of the cornerstone and Rev, Walker on the other, each
with a hand on the stone and the entire congregation
joined hands to form one unbroken cirele with the
ministers and the cornerstone. March 16 was desig-
nated as the date for ‘the 'official opening of the
Church. On that day the first service was held in the
new Church. In September of 1945, Dr. Fogartie ve-
signed his pastorate here to become the superintend-
ent of Home Missions of the Synod of Arkansas. While
here Dr. Fogartie enjoved a wide and varied friend-
ship and caused widespread sorrow to those who Joved
him so dearly upon his resignation.



CHURCH HISTORY (Continued)

1946-—Rev. Thomas Hardy Talbot, Ch, (Lt Cel,) U.
3. Army, was called to this Church, March 16, 1946.
In November of that year, the officers of the Church
launched their plan to retire the entire indebtedness
on the Church by the first of the year, January, 1947.
With the untiring efforts of the Deacon Board, Mr.
Opha Grissom, Chairman of the Board, and Mr. O. L.
Norten, Chairman of the Finance Committee for the
campaign, the entire indebtedness on the Church was
retired. The Session then designed March 18, 1947,
the sixth anniversary of the new Church and also the
first anniversary of Rev. Talbot, as the dedication
of the Church, at the morning worship. With thanks-
giving to God for all His many blessings, with grati-
tude to every one who had shared in the erection of
the Church, the building was dedicated to the glory of
God and the advancement of His Kingdem. Mr. Opha
Grissom, a representative of the Church, delivered
the keys of the Church to the minister, Rev. Talbhot.

Much progress has bheen made in the past two
yvears. A Director of Religious Education, Miss Nell
McCall, has been added to the Church Staff. The
Church School, with Mr. Gene McWhorter as super-
intendent, and Miss McCall's leaderskip has grown
into one of the finest in the Church’s history. The
Woman's Auxiliary, now called “The Women of the
Church” is doing a wonderful work, with five circles,
cne training eircle and a Junior and Senior Business
and Professional Women's Circle. The wonderful
dinners and social hours, spongored by the women
and the extra furnishings and touches they have given
the Church will be long remembered, The Men of the
Church has grown into a large and active group and
are doing a fine work. The young people of the
Church, “Preshyterian Youth Fellowship,” are most
outstanding. With Rev. Taihot's love for yoimg people
and Miss MceCall's able direction they have come a
long way, now having about 35 active members. This
year the Church had good representation from them
hoth at the Young People’s Conference in Kerrville
and at Camp Gilmont. Two of our young people are
on the Presbytery Council, Miss Nancy Rogers and
Miss Ann Houliston. Out of their own budget they
furnished pews for the new chapel at Camp Gilmont.
The Young Adulis of the Church, consisting mostly
of young married couples; a wonderful group, faithful

.and devoted to their Church, enjoy many hours of
fellowship together. Misg Verta Eckman, our faith-
ful organist, might well be called “A Child of the
Church,” as she has never held a membership in any

other Church and has served as organist for many
vears. Miss Verta at the organ and Miss Viola Eck-
man in the choir is a part of the Church. Mrs. J. T,
Collier, Choir Director, is doing a gcod job with the
voices in the Church and Mrs. Wm. J. Houliston,
secretary, keeps up with the business and financial
status for the Church. :

The Church has enjoyed many improvements this
vear. The Sanctuary, Ladies’ Parlor and Fellowship
Hall were installed with air conditiening; furnace heat
has been added to the Nursery and Primary rooms,
a coftage huilt at Camp Gilmont and many smaller
improvements and additions. There are many we
would like to mention if space would permit. Ours is
a grand Church with a grand membership and a great-
Iy beloved pastor, who not only keeps his own flock
intact, but ig very close to the people of Longview in
religicus, civic and social affairs.

& »
ANNIVERSARY PROGRAM

Sunday, November 14
TL00 AM, Dr. David L. Stitt
6:30 AM.—-Vesper.... .. Mr. Hamptoen Bowman
For All the Young People of the City ]
7:30 P.M. Dr. David L. Stitt

T30 P.M....... e e e W. G. Vollmer
: President T. & P. Railway Co.
Tuesday, November 16
T80 PM. s Dr. W. B, Guerrant
President Austin College, Moderator Syncd of Texas
Wednesday, November 17

7.30 P.M.—Cavalcade of Presbyterian Progress in

Longview. Seventy-five Years of Progress

€« >

THE FOLLOWING MINISTERS HAVE SERVED
THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,
LONGVIEW, TEXAS

Rev, J. TL. Wigging, D.Du i, 1874-1880

Rev, J. C. Buchanah.........ccciviiiiineci e 1881
Rev. C. J. Heiskell. . 1883-1884
Rev, John T. MceBryde. .o, 1584.1885
Rev. J. W, Sexton............cooooon [STTRTOT 1885-189¢
Rev. R, M. TUtLle. e 1890-1894
Rev. §. M. Tenney, D.D... 1894-1899
Rev. George H. Steen, D.D............... 1900
Rev. T. 7. Gallaher, D.D............ e, T 1902-1906

Rev. J. 8. Baird, D.D......... SRRV 1907-1911
Rev. T. F. Coughley. ... 1911
Rev. T. L. Green, D.D... .1917-1920
Rev. R. M. Hall, D.D.................... SEUTRTR TR 1921-1929
Rev. M. W. Castrodale (Supply)... e 1829.1931
Rev. R. L. Owen...ooinn, ......1531-1938
Rev. A. . Fogartie, DD, 1939-1945
Rev. Thos. H. Talbot..........ccoii 1946-
< B
ORDER OF SERVICES
Sunday:
945 AM.. ... e e Church School
11:00 AM. Morning Worship
6:30 P.M.—Presbyterian Youth Fellowship Vesper
Services
T30 PMo e Evening Worship
Wednesday:
T30 P M. Mid-Week Prayer Service



FINAL PAYMENT OF CHURCH'S INDEBTEDNESS

Rev. Thomus H. Talbot. O, H. Grizssom, O. L. Norton and dMr. V. A, Clements, President of 1
view National Bank. Mr. Clements receiving full pavment of the Church's indebtedness il
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ORGANIZED FIRST CHURCH

Dr. Wm. K. Marshall was born in Pennsyl-
vania, July 19, 1808. A graduate of Jefferson
College in 1832 and from Western Theological
Seminary in 1835, He was Moderator of the
Synod of Texas in 1866, making his home in Mar-
shall, Texas. It was the pleasure of Dr. Marshall
to organize the First Preshyterian Church of

Longview, Texas. He died in Marshall, Texas,
January 6, 1897, '

L2

SECOND CHURCH AND MANSE

Shown below ig a picture of the second Church
and manse. The Church was completed sometime
in 1900. The buildings were torn down in 1940
to make space for the new Church.




FIRST PASTOR

Rev. James Hannibal Wiggins was born in Ox-
ford, North Carolina, January 26, 1848. He was
a - student at Hampton-Sidney College and was
licensed by Eastern Texas Presbytery in 1878 and
was ordained in 1874. The degree of D.D. was
conferred upon him by the Methodist College,
Sulphur Springs, Texas., He served as the first
pastor of this Chuch from 1874 to 1880. He was
greatly loved by the congregation and was always
given a cordial welcome on his return visits.

< »

HOLDS OLDEST ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP

Judge Levy, son of the late Richard Butt and Ed-
monia Preston Levy, was born at Portsmouth, Va.,
Jan. 19, 1866. The family moved to Longview, Texas,
in 1870, His grandfather, John B. Levy, was one of
the first Elders of the First Presbyterian Church and
& charter member. Judge Levy received his first
educational training in the public schools of Longview,
completing his education at Roanoke College, Salem,
Va. Taking up the study of law, he was admitted to
practice in 1887, beginning the practice of his pro-
fession in Longview. He retired iast year from active
practice. Judge Levy is a veteran of the Spanish-
American War, serving as a captain of Company A,
Third Texas Infantry in 1898. Ie has always taken a.
special interest in- military affairs. Judge Levy is the
only present member of this Church, whose family
were charter members, and has the distinction of
holding the oldest ac-
tive membership in
the Church at the
present time, He has
been an Elder for
many years and one
of the most beloved
and faithful members
of the Church, heing
among the finest of
Bible scholars. Judge
Levy is affiliated with
the Masonic
and the Knights of
Pythias, Until his re-
tirement, he and Mrs.
Levy (a daughter of
Mrs. Deloach, an early
member of this
Church), were always
identified with the
civie, religious and
JUDGE RICHARD B. LEVY social life of the cily.

Crder

OLDEST MEMBER

Mr. Sandefur, scn of the late Patrick Jackson and
Mary Frances Sandefur, was born in Paytonville, Ark.,
Jan. 18, 1855. In 1881 he was married to the late Lela
Pegues BSandefur at Danville, Texas. In 1899 they
moved to Longview, Texas, and for the past fifty-four
years he has lived at 903 . Marshall Ave. Mr. Sande-
fur joined the First Presyterian Church at Richmeond,
Arkansas, in 1882 under the pastorate of Reverend Mr.
Wiggins, from which
he transferred his
membevrship to ‘this
Church. He is the
oldest member in age,
hecoming 93 years
young last January.
To Mr. and Mrs. San-
defur were horn eight
children, six girls
and two boys, six of
which are still living.
One daughter, Mrs.
Lawrence Chaney, Is
now a heloved mem-
ber of this Church.
On Oct. 13, 1931, six
years hefore Mrs.
Sandefur passed
away, Mr. and Mrs.
Sandefur celebrated
their Golden Wedding
Anniversary.

MR. P. W. SANDEFUR




THE CHURCH SCHOOL

Superintendent .. Mr. E. R. McWhorter Assistant Superintendent._ Mr. Joe Dungworth
Secretary Mr. Joe Finley Treasurer oo, Miss June Sundby

The Church School has always been an important phase of the work of the Church. Records of
the first Sunday School in the 1880’s show an average attendance of 30 and an offering of 25c per
Sunday. This compares with an average attendance in the Church School during September of 1943
of 197 and an offering of $30.00 per Sunday. Mr. E. H. Carter was the first Church School Superin-
tendent and Mr. Gene McWheorter is the present one. '

The present organization consists of the Children’s Division with Nursery, Beginner, Primary,
and Junior Departments; the Young People’s Division with Pioneer and Senior Young People’s Depart-
 ments; and the Adult Division with the Young Adults Class, two Women’s Bible Classes and the
Men’s Bible Class. There is a class to meet the needs and interests of every person in the Church.

< »

PRESBYTERIAN YOUTH FELLOWSHIP

President _.. . ... Nancy Rogers Secretaryoo oo Barbara Culver
Treasurer e ... Ann Houliston Adult Advisor.. oo Mrs. Wm. J. Houliston

The Presbyierian Youth Fellowship, made up of 40 Senior High young people, has as its goal the
development of Christian character through worship, service, outreach, and comradeship. This group
has its weekly Vesper service at 6:30 on Sunday evening.

€< »

THE WOMEN OF THE CHURCH

President Mrs. J. D. Hilliard Circle T e Mrs, Greene Chandler

Seeretary Mrs. Owen Hunter Circle 1I Mrs. Bill Foster
Vice-President Mrs, Lawrence Rogers Circle HI......., Mrs. James Evans

Circle IV . Mrs. Grover IFinch
Treasurer Mrs. N. W. Due  Girele Voo Mrs. Conrad Vernon
The Pastor’s Aid Mrs. R. W. Crowe Circle VI Mrs., A. M. McWhirter

(Bible Study second Monday, 2:30 P.M. each month ; Circle meeting each third Monday of the month;
' Auxiliary meeting fourth Monday of the month)

The first organization for women in the Church was known as the “Aid Society” and was begun on
February 2, 1883. Thursday of each week, 3:30 p.m., was the time set aside for the mesting. An
initiation fee of 25c was charged for each member.

In 1918 under the pastorate of the Rev. Thomas L. Green, the women took up the “Auxiliary
Plan” of organization. The circle plan was adopted and executive officers elected.

This organization has continued until the present time with a change in name this past May. It
is now known as the “Women of the Church.” OQur present group is made up of five afternoon circles,
a Training Circle, and two Business Women’s Circles; the total membership is 182.




MEMORIALS AND DEDICATIONS IN MEMORY OF DONOR

Painting of Christ - W. R. Salmon
Pastor’s Desk e R Mae Lawrence Boring
Chapel Stained Glass Window ; Lela Pegues Sandefur
Stained Glass Window._.._.___. -.Jennie Trabell Reynolds and Mary Reynolds

Sanctuary Window—DLife and Service of Mrs. Floried Bramlette Francis
By Children

Sanctuary Window.--.-.-.____;___Wilmer Keller and Lizzie Woodruff Eckman

Yiola and Verta Eckman
Sanctuary Window R. F. Echols
Sanctuary Window The Lawrence Family
Sanctuary Window.. . _George Washington and May Keener Krech
Sanctuary Window ' Junius J. and Ada V. Flewellen
Sanctuary Window Lowela Searcy Birdsong
Sanctuary Window_ . . R. G. Brown, Sr.
Sanctuary Window Ella Florence Camp
Baptismal Fount Thomas A. and Annie E. Bramlette
Nannie Mae Bramlette Terrell
Pulpit and Altar Furniture _____. Henry Louis and Sammie Bruner Smith
W. Bruner Smith
Basement Fountain..... e Lily Carlisle Moore
Adele Moore Jarman, Thomas Fletcher Moore
Foyer Stained Window e P W. J. Bruner
16m. Sound Projector . . Mrs. Lily Carlisle Moore
Adele Moore Jarman
SliAe Prod 0T e Newton Due
Mr. and Mrs. N. W. Due
Kitchen Stove ... Mrs. Lil Moore
By Her Friends
Communion Plate : Mr. Eckman
Misses Verta and Viola Eckman
Bible._.___. ; o Dr. and Mrs. J. C. Francis

HILLINGSTLEA affiiii: JONGVIEW




CHMISTORY 0OF THE FIRST FHF&BYTPHIQN LHJ&LH
. LONGVYIEW, TEXAS
by Carolvn Lu1hpramn,L1ndﬁey

ibnmwﬁ as “Ehe memndiy ChHurch in tﬁe Meart of the
Cit?; “the s First Freshyterian Church, Longview, Texan,
yi1?u'in 1??4, celebrate its one hundred twentiéfh
_anhivawﬁaryn‘ |

Thr +1P%t churrh was founded by sinteen resident

) mmmbawﬁ-ln Lmngvlew, of th@ 01d School. Southern PP@ﬁhvtPﬁiaﬁ
-

.Ghuﬂgh, in 1Hf‘g for the pHPpﬂ%P ef eetab1t%h1ng -1 iﬁrai:
_Miﬁéimnv th@we h61ng e churmh‘m+ that denomination in thé
newty laid:aﬁt tand., These sixteen ﬂhartér'mEmbawﬁ wWare
M. and Mirs. E.R. ﬁéviﬁ,;ﬂréu.JGhn M. Duncan, Hwén R.B.
Lewvy, M. and'Mwsi.J,Sﬂ.Hrica; Mo and Mra. E.H. ﬁawtew,
CMe Lawamn'Hehdarﬁmn, Frs ., E}E, Ragiand? Hh} arnd Mrs.
John E. Witherspoon, Mra. H.F. Briieyg.HP. MaHinTey,_Hr“
LDeorge Moore, and Mﬁﬁu-T.ﬁa Flewellen., The Heverend_ﬁw,
James Enox was P@quaﬁted'ta conduct sérviqaﬁ mnéuSabbath iﬁ
@ach moanth, and in 1873, the Eastern T&ﬁaﬁpresbyt@ry
authorized its founding and establ ishoent . E

During these vears, O.H. Mesthvin had deededf for ong
dollar, one hundred acres of his corntields, extending from
Tvler Street north to Highway B0, to the then Southern

4

Facific Rai1rmadj From this land, in 1873, the Texas and

Facitic Railtroad donated by deed to four Trustees of the Old

School Pwéﬁhytawian Gouth, Longview, Texas, {(E.R. Davis,

b

Lavy , Joblin Fa Witherspmmn,'EuBﬂ Ragland} , Lots numbse

{(pages 141 ~ 143 and 753 - CEE4) of the O0ld Longview Town



& .
Flat. This property is on the

cﬁwn@r of Methvin and Denter Streets, the desd chaly Pacﬁwdeﬂ
in th@.dead racords of Gregg County. |
in 1874, the first ﬁﬁurch building Néﬁ dadimatedf It
was bhuilt. on a %muﬁdatimn'm{ guarried rock from rack ﬁii?,
ﬁﬁe.higﬁeﬁt e?evatiﬁn in thalaraaé The'bui1ding?wa5 of
IPEEtanguTaF shaps , whit&iframe, appﬁﬂﬁimétETV a4
feet by 60 fest, with portico, four columns, and a high
étaenle in which hung the bei%uwhich still calls owr pebﬁ1e
:fm worship today. Traﬁitimn tellis us thaf the ball cams
from “Walnut Brove" piantatimillucated south of the aabine'
Hivéwn ;The Feverend Dr. W.E. Haﬁﬁhai?, mﬁganizeﬁ of the
'ahurchg acted as chairman ét tha ﬁediﬁatimn, and the
.RQQEranﬁ‘ﬁPn James H. Wiggins was instaiied as regular
Full—time paﬁtﬁrn Has WAS ﬁaéfmr eintild i%ﬂﬁ, when he el g
éd hig pastorate. He was followsed in 1881 by Havafand M.
a0 Buchanan, and from 1881 theouwgh 1883, the church was
wnder the guidance mf_Ravaﬁand Gﬁarlea J. Heiskell, wha
helpead twen&y womer of the church fora the first “Ladies
Mic chiatif” Some tour men were honorary members. o &lso
curing Hevereaend Buahaman‘ﬁ'tanure, nine mambmrﬁ;'by mrdéb
of the session, were dismissed at their own reguest to |
form thé new Alpine MFresbyterian Churii narth of town.
During this time, the Fresbyvterians, Haptists, and
TMethodists often met tugetheﬁ after attending Sunday ?ihgm¥
14

at btheir respschbive churches, for socials and picnics.

In the yvears 1884 -~ 188%, the Reverend Mr. John T.

2



Mobeyde was pastor, followsd by the Reverend Mr. James W.
 Sexton unfil 1890. A Missionary Eﬁci@t? was organized,
pﬁuﬁ a young people’s society. Tﬁa Sunday School attendance
Was thirtg to forty, the collectidn plate éveraged minty
cents gn é'aunday, and a Mission Church, Centre Pﬁéﬁbytﬁrian
Chuwcéj was craanized in E}dewvi1ie cmﬁmunity... |
in 1890, the Reverend Mr. R.M. Tuttle was pastor. He
mwéahimﬁd'the %irﬁt {mPeigﬁ missionary smﬁiéty %m%
‘chdewen,'Enmwn a8 ”Tﬁe Texaa He??siﬁ which contributed
.ﬁuppmrt %mf the sducation of twm-Japanéme girls. Reverend
M. Tubttle was guite a poet, and published both THE LONE
.ETQR and THE TEKQS_PHEEHYTEHIQ&?-

Though only twenty-two yvears of age, and just out of
Pﬁiﬁéetmn Theol ogical Baminary, the next pastor was Reversnd
or. Samuel fMills Tenney. The vear was 1894. It wagyduring
his pastorate that the church was made a full-time churﬁh,
supported entirely by its own congregation. . Tenney
Ccbhetisved in the Eib!iﬁaT authority %ﬂr'deacaﬁegaeé;‘and
gucaeedeﬁ in sepcuwring the concent of the session (not by .
fegal forad for bthedie glection. Misses Clementing BramTEtég
anﬂ‘Eﬁﬁie Carliste were slected. D, Ténney’s salary for
three months was thihtywthree dollars and thirtﬁ;ﬁhrae cents
per mﬁnthn He taught the RBiblte Class, electric lights were
installed, and Sunday a%tarnmén SErvices the hetd ﬁn thé

b . 2
Jai?f He aiso ﬁaw the need for a new chuwroh bui?din;? hegan.

the task of raising necessary funds, although his dream was

nmt“aﬁcmmmiighed untii after his tenure in oftfice. . He was

3



long a student of history m? the Fresbyterian Church, and
@Vﬁntually_became the‘PEegident of the Pﬁegbyteﬁian
Hi%t@ricaT Society of the Synod m%tTexaE? and later curator
of the Historical Foundation of ths Pféﬁhyﬁarian ﬁhuwch in
1Uq$nﬁr_at Montreat, North Carolina.

The second church hui?digg SE areﬁtéd during the time
Ravareand Dﬁnﬁmmﬁge H. Steen was pastor, ?aar 1900, who only
served teﬁ mmﬁthﬁ. The building was of red brick, English
Emfhic %t?le; with beautiful stained gia%é windmwsn The
membhership was ninety-nine.

A membership ﬁf e huﬁdred_thiwty*twm gﬁe&tﬁd;theﬂ_
neﬁt pastor, Reverend.DPwIThmmaa F. Ballaher in 1902. The
churoh budgst was ﬁixté&ﬁ hundred dmi?ar;% Then in 1907
ftha.Ravefand Hﬁ, J.8. Baird, known as a kind and gentle

man, bacame pastor, followed in 1911 by Reverend Me. J.T..

Coughley, who saw the Yopung Ladies’ SHociety. purchase s new .

Ny
aloall

Five thousand dollar pipe'ofgan, the first in the ciﬁfg ¥y
23

1914, plus a Tovely communion table.

In 1917, the Reverend r. T.l... bDreen saw the manse,
- 24
adjacent to the church buiiding on Center Street, repaired

aﬁd enlarged, with a second story added. . Sunday School

totalled one hundresd ninety.

e
it

" The author of several books, who saw the organization
of "ﬁhwi&ﬁiaﬁ Endepavor” for young people in 1921, Reverend
.DE? R.M. Hall becams paﬁtmh, The years 1?@? thPmugﬁ 1931
ﬁﬁsaw’ﬁupp1y Paﬁtmﬁa, Then in 1931,.the Men of ths Church
was organized uﬁdeh_ﬂevéwend Ral.. Owen. Ihli@ﬁﬁ, a.brick

Y .
marnse was built on Twrner Drive, and the old mansg was used.
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- for Sundaf $chmm1 classes.
fmain the nesd %qﬁ k] }argmr church wasimrganiaeﬁ urder
Vwﬁéveﬁ@nd . Arthur Fu. Fogartie, whm was pastor from 1939
untiiriééﬁn Tﬁe building was English Gétﬁic in design, and
T3 ‘

the first service was held on March 16, 1?4?f The beautiful
Bruner and Reynolds Hammria?lwindmwg wewe_trans{arred firoim
.ﬁh@.1?GQ church. While the ;hurch;waﬁ being constructed,
seﬁvices wers held in the Longview High Schbmf?

ﬂm#iﬁg the ﬁ@ﬁt sixtesn YVEArS the paﬁtmr and his
family contributed greatly to the amiﬁitua] growth oFf the
chugroh . -HE, Thomas Hardy Talbot, a former army ﬁhapfaiﬁ,
&ngéndew&d'reaﬁmnﬁe.amﬁng the yvoung people, and the Senior

'High Felldwﬁhip flrourished during the fiftiaﬁ. Ther chureh

celebrated its éeventymFi{th'yeaP in 1948 with a hié 13 amond

29 :
Jubilee. The entire indebitedness was retired, additional
30 : .

property was purchassd west m%xthé church for an sducational
b@i!ding, and two-hoendred and Fifty thousand dollars was
p?EdQEd for the building. Membership incressed from three
hundred and thirty in.i?4& to one thousand in 176&. Sunday
Grhool attendance was ¥muﬁ hundired . |

Installed as pastor in 1963 was Reverend DP..Et@pheﬁ
L,‘ﬁmmkg Qha forcefully démﬁhstrated his dedication and
wmalflessness, anﬁ=aTﬂﬁg wilh his wife, wWwas an iﬁﬁpiration'
to all. Hisg tenure as pastor saw the nucisus of A new

31 :

chiarch, St. Andrews FPresbyierian. I, Cook, and &
sessional committes of seventeen memhara}lwaﬁ instrumsntal

~in its organization, the selection of the buildiﬁg-ﬁiteg and

5




the financial drive tor. purchase of the property. The

Cohuroh entersd into a new area of service in 1969 with
o .

the International House project which offersed a guest hons
during the Christmasz holidays to foreign students attending
‘cm]Tégeg ard universities in the United States. Thess voung

people were housed, fed, and entertained for nine davs.

This, and obher a:tivitieﬁ,xwﬁgwmad@ possible by the sals
_ ' - cooe M
aﬁ“a;hmuﬁa'that had heen donated to ow church.  This

Dhristmas tradition continues, pericodically, to this day.
The +irst women eldsrs were 2lected and ordained in 1969,
Cthe first black member was welcomed in 1970, and the first

black deacon was e?aﬁted and ordained in 1972. < In 1971,
| ‘ N S 34
a home on Melton Street was deeded to the church and the

congregation vobed to use thiz house as the manss, while the
. 35 : -

manse on Turner Drive was sold. Also authorized was the .

purchase of Lots o and & in Block 41 in 1964, to be used for

2]

:parkingn
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HISTORY OF THE FIRST FRESEYTERIAN DHURCH
- CLONGVIEW, TEXAS
by Daraolyn Dulberson Lirnddssy

A aTwTM a% HTMe Freianc ]y Ehuwch im the Heart of the
o 1 : : . . o
ity " the First Fresbyterian Church, Longview, Texas,
wi11; ih,l?@#; ceElebrate ity one hundw@ﬂlﬁwénti&th

SN LVErsary .

Thae first chwch was founded ﬁy'Eixt@ﬁnlraﬁidmnt

in Longvisw, of the 014 School Sothsrn Presbyterian

CDharahyy dne IB72, for the murpose of establ ishing a localb

Mission, thers bHeing no. church of that dﬁnmminatiﬁﬁ.in fhﬁ
ﬁew!y‘Taid oult Tand. Thess sixtesn charter membere wéw@;
M. ancd Mres. EJR. Davis, HFEHIJmhn Moo incen, Hes. RUE,
:Lﬁvyﬁ Bt~ . ahd M, Juﬁnaﬁwiaég M. and ﬁfﬁu‘E,H, Béétﬁwg

M Lﬂw%mﬁ‘ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂg MPEnIE“E, Haﬁ?aﬁdg Fir-w and Mres.

John B Witherspoo, Mrs., H.F. Hri?&y, Mwu'Mﬁﬂin?eyg Mﬁf
mmmﬁﬁﬁ Miore, and MPE% TR, Flewsal len. Tha-Rﬁvéwenﬂ_Mr,
JRmEs Hﬁmg wag Pequ@ﬁﬁed to conduet ﬁérviﬁea_mh@_ﬁahhath in

wazh month, and in. 1873, the Eastern Tewas FPresbytery

authorized its founding ard sstabl ishnent .

‘ i
During these yaars, O.H. Methvin had desded , for ons

gold doliar, one hundrsd acrea_mf_hiﬁ cornfields, extending
from Tvier Streset north to Highway 80, to the then Southsern
i : . : o
Facitic Railrosd. From this tand, in 1H7E, the Texas and
Facifio Raiieoad donated by deed to fouwr Trustess of the O1d
gohool FPresbyterian South, Longview, Texas, (E.R. Davis,

vy, John F. Witherspoon, E.VB. Ragland), Lots numbsr




(pages 161 ~ 1&3 and 252 - Z%4) of the 0ld Longview Town
& _ _ _ . '
Flat, This properbty ie on the

corner of Methvin and Center Streets, the desd duly recorded

Ain othe deed recocds of Gregg County.

} . ¢
I 18?@: the +irst church building was dedicated. It

was. built on a foundastion of quarried rock from Rock Hill,
thi hivhest elevation in the area. The building which

fronten sauth, was of rectangul ae shape, white frame,

approxdimately 3& feat by &0 fest, with portico, Foue
' . . : 10
cotumns, and a high steeple in which hung the bell which

stiil calls ouw people to worship today. The grounds weee

tress by first and faithfui elder, Me.

LEBVY . Tradition tells us that the bell came from
e, ' : 11 IR

rut Brove® plantation Tocated south of the Sabine
RivEr . The Reverend e, W.k HMarshall, organizee of T

churel ; actad as ohalrman at the dedication, and the

Favarand Dr. Jamss H. Wiggins was installed as regular

Falt—time pastor. It is interesting to note that the churoh
e ezl Ehat he chtirosn

e e i e

r's dob fell to the ladi

3 "mexton” s bthe Janito

apt Lhe churoh immaﬂuiat.A“ﬁjggﬂgwﬁw:;:

ther oot . Tligry

and Tamp chimneys olean. Reverend Wiggins resighned his

pastorate in 1880, and dn 1881 the church welocomsd Reverend
Charies Buchanan who served a short pastorate.
From 1881 through 1883, the church was under the

guidance of Reverend Charles J. Heiskeil, who helped twenty

women of the chuwech form the first "LCadies Aild Socistv,.”

Fabruary 2, 1882, charging an initation fee Of  twenty-—five.

T . S i e e




Five cents. Some Four men wers

temnts, we

R D

nonorary meapers. Algo during Reverend Heiskell s tenure,
ring meanbers, by orders of the Sassion,. were dismissed at
their own request to forn the new Alpines Presbhyterian
i3 . ; I ‘ o
Church noeth of town,.  During this time, the Fresbhyvierians,
Haptists, and Methodists ofisn met tmgetheﬁ'a¥teﬁ'attﬁﬁdiﬁg
Bunday School at their respective churches, for socials and
14 ' : L
pilocnios. '
In the yvears 1884 - 1885, the Reversnd Mr. Jokn T.
MoBryds was pastor, followed by the Reversnd Mr. James W.
Gexton wuntil 1890, A Missionary Society was organized,
plus 2 vours people’s sosiety.  The Sunday Schoot sttendance
awas bhirky to Yorty, the collection plate averaoged sixty
Coents on oa Sunday, and a Mission Churoch, Centre Presbyiscian
. 15, . ) .
Churoh, was orgdanized in Slderville comnanity .

In 189G, the Reverend Mr. R, Tuttle was pastor. He

Organ s

1 the first foreign missionary society For
_ C : 1&
oivitorern, known as YThe Texas Bells,” which contribubed

caupport for the education of . two Japanese girls. Reversnd

Ihe

Fliee Tulitles was guite a post, and publ ished two books,
' : i7 -

ar and The Texas Pwmﬁbytéﬁiaﬁu

ol oty twenty e yéarﬁ of sy, aéﬂ Juﬁf gt of
FWiﬁCEtmNF%hEQngiﬁﬁj Qﬁmiﬁﬁﬂyg the Revarsod HFF.Samu@?
Hi?1% Tenney accepted the pastorate of the church . %h@
yéa#-waa'ia?ﬁn It wﬂﬁ_duw@ﬂg fris QAﬁtmwatE‘ﬁhat.tha i
wéﬁ &ada a Ful -t ime chﬁrchu:ﬁupmarfed‘mntiraiy by its e A .

congregation. De, Fanney belisved in the Biblical authority



for deaconesses, and succesded in securing the consent of

sesnion (nobt by legal form) for their siection. Misses
_ . .
Clementine Bramiette

and Essie Gariiaie'weﬁé elected. .
Téﬁﬁﬁyiﬁ salary for thras months was thirty-thres doltars
amﬁ thirty—thires Kﬁﬁtﬁ per month, theresfier Tifity dollars a
month.  The manss nest dooe waé rented For ﬁaﬁ ol 1 ars %
mmntﬁn Mo taught the Bibls ﬁ1a555'mimcfric Pights were
iﬂﬁt%l]ﬁﬁF ﬂﬂd Suntlay a%teﬁﬁmmn ssrvices were held in bhe
g : :

dail . He also saw the néed for a new church building,
hﬁg&ﬁ‘tﬁé Tambk of FalBing necessary Funds bry cmi?emtiﬁﬁﬁ

ahdaby 5éTiing a religious book Chrough the town . This need
Waw not ﬁma!izaﬂ unti1 a feotw ymaﬁﬁ af e h@ frad resignsd
tﬁiﬁ nastorate.  He was long a student of Fistory of the
;.ﬁﬁﬁﬁhytﬁﬁiaﬁ Church, and‘EVEhtuaiiy hmcammlthe Fresident of
fhie Pweﬁbytewian Historical Bociety of the Svhod of Teras,
aﬁd Tat&rzmgfatﬁr of the Higtmwica? Foundat ion w? the'
 :FPEﬁhytmf1an Church in eHar. at Montreat, North Carolina.

. =20
The second church building was srected during the time
Ravarend . bDeorgse M. Bheen was pastor, wvear 1900, who only
sarved ten montns.  The building was of red brick, English

CEothic stvlie, with baauti@u?aﬁtaihﬁm'g?aﬂﬁ windows. The

meEmizersNip was ningbty-nines.

next pastor, Reverend Dr. Thomas F. Gallaher in 1902, The
: ' ' 21
church budget was sixitesn hundred dollars.  Then in 1907

the  Reversnd Dr. J.5. Eaiwd; Erown as a kind and gentlie

mah” bacams pastor, followesd in 1511 by HEV@FEHﬂ‘HP; JaF .




Coughiey, who saw the Young ladies’ Buciety pUrchase a new

Five thousand dollae pipﬁ.ﬁwgﬁﬁg

1996, pius a lovely communion table.

the firs

sy

allod

I 1917, the Reverend r. T.L. Green

afldaosnt o the churoch building on Csnter

and snlarged, with a sscond story added.

total Ted one hundersd finsty .

S The avthor of several books

L=
aat

. wWhio saw

£ oin the city, in

sal the manse,
i
Strasl . repaired

SGunday School

the organization

£ty

of "CHEedistian Endeavor” for vouna pegople in o 1921, Reverend

D B, Hall became pastor. The years 19

Haw 5

me?y Fastors.

Then in 1931, the Me

was oraanized ander Reversnd B.L

tha o
Mo

PR S ]

o Elwese

ongregation greatly increased, as i

29 Lhrough 1%3%
noof the Church
The spiritual ity of

d the membership.

marn@stness oFf purpose, cordialiby and good Ffellowship

s

Muoved than at. any time previous. Im 1932, & herick

manse was built on Turner Drive, and the old manse was wsed .

For 5

unday School ol agsses .

Totagain the nesd for # 1 aroee

ohuroh W

a% mrganized undee

Reverend . Arthue F. Fogartie, who was pastor from 1939

urt i

#

1@4ﬁk The bailding was English Bothic in design, and

i

the first’ service was held on March 16, 1941, The beautiful

BEruner and Reveolds Memorial windows were transferred from

the 1900 ohurch. WHile the church was be

BEMY

&, 19

by

ces were held in

40, & date to be

hy & cornerstons

ing constructead,
2

the Longview High School . O Ootober

wamn taid.

s and was

lTong rensmbared by members of the

r. Foga

prldm o wmhood Oon ooneg

asaisted




. wa1kﬁﬁg‘aﬁ ﬁnfﬁﬂ<t minds t@rg whm ﬁﬁmmd o the mthew “mach

v g

with a haﬁd-mn the ﬁtmﬁ@,' The @niiwe rmngwmgmtlmn Jnln@d

francs Lo Foem o uﬁbﬁu¥9n Ciro IE w1Lh %hm miniﬁ'erﬁ_and

ey,

i B

the rnrn@rqtnﬁwn

Dur-ing the nest sixtesn y&aw%? thé.ﬁaﬁimr and his
?aﬁiiy mmnthimuted gﬁmaﬁiy‘ﬁm'theJépiPitua?lgPQwﬁh mf‘thﬁ
chiuroi . Dy Thomas Haedy T&fhmtg_a farmer ﬁr$y chaplain,
éﬁ%ED&EPEﬂ.Pm“ﬁﬁﬁgﬁ among th voung people, and the Senior

Miah Fellowship sinurimhﬁﬂ during the §idhies O March

St

1é, 1547, Dr. Talbot raregat i on in the dedication

of the church at merTiing worship., With thanksaiving Lo God

hadd

Fio oall Hiﬁ mam} h]@ bjﬁqw! wath'graditutﬁ e ﬂ]l whu

shared in fhp FPPFthn n{ ties ﬂhUFChq tﬁa mﬂi1ﬁiﬂg waa
-deﬁicatad tm thP qizry m@ Bmd arod the ﬂdVdﬂCGMFﬁt mT Hl:

hiHHMGm, The rhuw&k celebrated itﬁ-ﬁEVﬁntyw¥i¥th YERP L
e, : 2 o A -
1%48 with a huge Diamond Jubilese. The entire indebtedness
: R : . :
was et PHﬂ additional property was purchased west of the

N aTRIST 3| %mr ar aducalt ional huiidingg and btwoehundesd and
.%i%ty thmgﬁaﬂd dallars was pledged for the ﬁui]diﬁg, Tha
_mﬁmbawﬁhim.1nnrmq sl ffmm threes huhdrad.and'thiﬁty im 12446
tooone thﬁuﬁand in 1962, aund"” Bohood atfaﬁdaﬁc@ Was Four
Rarcee .

jlﬁﬁtai1md am [Fast o in.i?ﬁﬁ was MHeverend r. Stephen

Lo oo whm Focadul Ty demonstrated bhis dedication and

Cmeldlessness, and along with his wite, was an inspiration
e 211, His Lanues &ﬁ pastor saw Lhe nuocleus of a new

o 1 .
churoh , 5t dAndersws %w&ahflﬁflann P Lok, and a



sezsional: commithes of seventsen members, was instrumental
inoits organization, bthe selection of the building sitée, and
Ehe financial drive for parchase of the property .  The
church sntéred into a naw fresa of servios in 196% with

A ) : f':; o

the Interoational Houss project which offsered s guest homs
Huring the Chreistaas holidays to forsian students attending
ool leges and uhivaﬁﬁitimﬁ"in the United Staltes. Thess ving

people wers housed, fad, and entertained for nine davs.
_ -
' S

Thisy and obher amtivitiaﬁg/uaﬁ/ﬁade possible by the sale
B \ . ’ . , . b Lo
oF & house that had bessn donated to ow ochurch. This

i

Dhristmas tradition continues, periodically, to this day.
The first wonen slders werse s2iected and ordained in 19867,
Cthe first black menber was welcomed in 1970, and the fiest

Cblack deacon was elsciad and ordainsd in 1972. CIm 1W7E
o - ' : PRt
a home on Melton Street was desded to the chorch and thie

congregation voted o use this house as the manse, while the
e i : o '
Smartse o ove Turner Drive was sold.  Also authorized was the
‘ ‘ S 3 '
purchase of Lots 5 and & in Block 41 in 19846, to he used for

TIE .

IR 197, owe congregation welcomed . William 0.
37 : , : o
0 Meal , who guickly proved o be an extremely popolae and
wel fLloved pastor, fram his soriptare-filled sernons to his
irngpirational guidafce. Under his leadership the church has
prparienced considerable growth, both nunsrically and
financially. Dr. 0/'Nesl was Joined in 1979 by e, Jim Smith
' 38

az Director of Christian Education and Masic, and Stephen

Farrow, organist.  These two men were definmite assets Lo owe




Cwhuech, and our music progran grew substantially, as did ths
soaucational progecam’ under k. Smith.

A Mother s Hay Out pWGQPam graw into a P *"Lhnml and
. L :
lay Care Center in 1979, The waﬂbytéwian Chiloren’s Center

has served the church and community most effectively, and in

1993 was séerving to full capacity.

i 1

The work of a long Range Flanning Committes for the

1@8&\% Ted to reamodeling of the sanchuary, inm]uﬂing a new
. A A
'ha!cmny%uﬂmd Lok q1+k'n+ the Tovely Crain Memorial Organ 1n

iwme . The Hmlf}ﬁmu 1n%twum&nt wag & wgifh of HP W B W,

- . - ‘f :
Crain in memnory of B.W. Crain’s parents, Me. and Mes. Bufoed ‘ i St
' ' (’%{/ o . - Lo cart o
M. Crain, e A Foldover from the Fiest Lmﬂq Ranga Blarming S8vplQg. O™
' ‘ ] ‘ : Eul!-e-i— n ©
{mmmlt%Mﬁ Gw bhe propozatl to build a qqaiity ratirenent 4o
‘oommuriity for the area. While not vet & reality, the . TN, Lo
corporation, Westm LHTmrww Fiace, is stiil at work. An ideal
Tamation was purchased behind the Longview Mall +faor the
Facitity with seed money provided by the will of Bennette
Gardner. In 198%, another Long Ranges Flanning Committese was

. A9 . P
appointed. to plan for the iﬁﬁﬁﬂa, Through this committes, fj )

'j\\ ) . - ! '

e ranovation of the old office and sducational wing was
a . ‘ 4 o
Fmmpleted in 1992, and also the addition of an elevator

rgmarhing &11 Floors.
e ing thaﬁm YA S the church acoguired two impoetant
piisres of real emimip, the Drim Tobs on High Stereet with the

o Eny

pudilcing, and the Bramlettes Houss given to the ochuech
: ‘ 4%

an 1Sl by Faula Bhlmimitvh The mission woek of the church

continuecd o grow with & ﬁtwmmg imkmww>r in bthe work in



Haiti and on the Mexican border, and the Medical Besnevolence
Foundation that does medical work through the Presbyberian

denomination arounsd the world. Looslly, the congrsgation is

fﬁhVQ1veﬁ i ministry through HMabitat for Humanity, Meals on T

§< ;'-:«.nd ot e

/

Wheslis, Stewpot, Informabion and Ssrvice Denter

pDrOQrams .
CRITT and Dot O7NMeal have shown continued devotion ho

o ‘s . - - X - 3
This heal thy, activey and spiritually growing conoregation. ﬁﬁ

thanks fto its heritage with the placemsnt of fthis Texas
Historical Marker, it looks forward to the twenty—+First
century with a sense of ssciisment about the work of Jesus

Christ in the community and throughout the world.
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by Carolvn | ,Ulh$P%GH Linadsesy

Enown as "The Frisndly ﬁhufﬁh in the Heart of the
i : ,
ity ," the P;F”t i eahv1wrldn Chuerehy, megviewg'T@xaﬁg
will iﬁ'lﬁﬁé? celebhrate its ohe husdesd twahti@th
ﬁﬂﬂiv@WS&PV=

The 11P=L ﬁhﬁﬁmh WS +mund9d by nine Pwsldwni

T . :
memhwwe-iﬁ Lmhgview?-m%'thﬁaméd Brhoot Sguthern Frasbvbarian
ﬁhurchg iﬁ E‘STE for the purpose of @aLﬁh11%h1nq a tooal
Mission, there bﬁiﬁg no ochurch of that daﬁmmihatimh'iﬁ
ﬁb@ nmw]yrlaid out lTand. Thess ﬁhawter MEMDSES Were

SCotlomel and Mes. R, BL Levy, Fr. and Mes. b Carbear,

a

Mg, T.6. Flewallen, Ir, and Mes ., Trent, Mﬁn artel Mg
J@hﬂ FoaoWithesrspoon. The REsversndg Mﬁajﬁmﬁﬂ oo was
regussted to ﬁmnﬂuct sRrrvioes ons Babbath in eaﬁh marttb
and  in 1873, the Fastern Tewas Fresbhvtery authorized its
%mmnﬂihé ario m%tab@iﬁhﬁémt;. |

In 1873, the Texas and Paci%ig ﬁai?hmﬁd donatad by deed

1 School Presby Fwwlﬁm South,

—

et

to four Trustess of thes O

Longview, Texas, (E.R. Davis, R.BE. Epvv“ Jdoher F
Witherspoon, E.B. Ragland) . Lobts number of ths 01d
Longview Town Flat. This propesty is on the

cornee of Methvin and Sentsr Strests, the desd duly recorded
in the deed records of fGrege County.

Tgring 1874, the first church bhuiiding was dedicated.
) 7




2

. o & : ‘
It frontad south, wag of rectangul ar shape, whits frame,

approzimnately 34 fest by 60 feet, with portico, four

columns, and a high stesple in which Bung the bell which

, T ' 8 7o

calls the people to worship today. The Reverend De. Wk,
Marshall, oreanizer of the church, acted as chairman at thes

di

Lion, and the Reversend e, James H. Wiggins was

installed as ragalae Full~time ﬁaﬁtmrg arncl in 1%%1,.th@

Reverand Charles Euchénaﬁ a@ﬁvéd.a ghort pastorate.
?Pﬁm 1881 theough 1883, the church wasz undéw e

uicance of Reverend ghéﬁiﬁﬁ‘ju Hﬁi%kﬁ11g wﬁm hetped

twenty women of the churoh foem the Firet "Ladiss Aid

-
i

. - E .
SGocialy," February 2, 1BEZ. &laso, during his tenures,

nine manbers, by ordsr of the session, werse dismissed at

LHEir oen ragquest bto form the new Alpine FPresbyberian
Church norbh of howh .  The yvears 18H4 % 1&8% $&@ R@vmwmmﬁ
M. Jobn TF MoBHrvode as paﬁtmﬁs'$a11aw@ﬂ b?'thﬁ Feverend M.
jama% W. Bexton wntil 1890, . A Mi%éimﬂary Docisty was
oprrganizecd, plius a yauhg people’s socisby. & Miﬁﬁimﬁ chuaroh
, - o , 10

Was organized in the Eldervilie cmmmuﬁityud

Ino 1890, the Reverend Mr. F.H. Tuttle led the church,
and the Beverend Dr. Samuel MiiT15 Ternnay actepted tha
ﬁaﬁtmrat@ i 1w%4. It was al this time the church waé_maﬂﬁ
a Ffuilt-time church, supporbted snticrely by its own
ﬂmﬂgﬁﬁgatiﬁn,' L. Tenney saw the nmém‘$mw A new ohuech
il oding, anad b&gaﬁgéhm téﬁk ﬁ%_raiﬁiﬁg MECSEEArY Funos .

i

in 1200 the second church building was erected during the

time Feverend, e, Seorge H. Steen was pastor. The yvear was




lﬁﬂﬂﬂ.éﬂﬁlﬁw“ Stéﬁﬁ ﬁérved é@ﬁ months .  The huiidimg=Wa§ o
e beick, English Emthiﬁ ﬁﬁy@, with beauﬁi¥g1 stadred
gja%ﬁ Windows .

£ mﬁmhmwship:@$ one  hurdeed tﬁiwtvmtwm gwa@tadvthe:
Aeut’ pastor, Reverend De. Thomas F. Eéi]ﬂhﬁh in.1?GE¢
Mo wan %ﬁiimw@d‘by Faverand: Dr. J.5. Baird in 1907, the

Raveresnd Mr., J.7T. Coughley in 1914, and Reverand . Rk

Hall in 1921. The years. 1989 throovgh 1931 sew Supply

Fastors, Dwo yvoung ministers from Datlag W.H. Tesd and

ﬁmM“ Castrodale.  The next pastor was Reverand f.L. Dwen in
1931 who saw 8 n&w_ﬁﬂick manss built on Tuﬁner D ive .
ﬁgéihg the.h@éd fer a 1arger ;huwcﬁ was organizsd:
uﬁﬂ@w fraverend De. ﬁrth&r F. Fogartis, whq wag pastor
%ram’l?ﬁ? urtil 194%.  The building was English Eathi¢ in‘

_ 1%
design, and the first service was Hald on Maech 1&, 1941,

The beautiful Bruner and Reynolds Menorial windows were

tréna?&fﬁéd %me the 1700 chﬁwmhu Wiile the churoh Qaﬁ
héiﬁg consbructed ,, SSrvICes NBere hé?d in the Longwiew
High %ﬁhémjn U Dotober &, 1540, 4 date to be long
Femenbered by nambers m% the churcﬁq a cornerstons Was
Taid.  The nest pastor iq the bhird chuech was ﬁr, Thomas
Fardsy ?élbmta-whm Eéd thé congregation in the dedication of
thie chuwch.atga_%mwming woeship on Hﬂé;h 14, 1947, and saw
tﬁa ﬁhuvﬂh-caiﬁbﬁaté its #évémty"%i{th.year in 1?#8 with &
15 o _
fuge Diamond Jubiles. The EﬁtiPEriﬁd@htEdﬁﬁﬁﬁ maﬁ_b@ﬁiw@d,
éﬁdiﬁimné}.pﬁﬁﬁ@rty_waﬁ puﬁchaﬁed west of the church.fmﬁ aft

: id ‘ .
sducational building, and two-hundred and Fifty thousand




dollars was pledasd for the builtding.

18853 had

increassd fromn thres huandersd and

The membership in

thirty in 1946,

to oneg thousand. Installed as pastoe in 1%43 was Reverend

His tenurs sa bthe nocleus of 8 new
: . ) 14
churchy BT, Andrews Fresbyterian. . Cook, and

T . Blhephen L. Dook.

a messional

poammities of ssventzen memnbars, was instrumsntal

ir it

prganization, the salsction of the building site, and the

the properbty.

fimancial drive for purchase of

Try 1977, ow congrsgation welcomsad e, Wilviam D
B A - 18

'ﬂav
i7
in

Director of Dhristian Education and Music. & Mother s

Oud progean geew into a2 Pre-school and Day Care Dentasre

Long Range Flanning Commibtae for the g

= b e

197%9, the 1587

to the remodel ing of the sanctuary, including a new balcony,

arc e gift of the Tovely Drain Holtkasep Memoeriad Organ in
e ;

iFE7.  The renovabion of t©ho original builiding that hous

pffices, and the educational wirg was complabad in 1994
Buring these yvears the.ﬁhurch-acquirﬁd twe important piﬁﬂéﬁ
o redl estate, the Urim Tots on High Steest with the
hgi]ﬂiﬁ@, and thae Bramlette Houss given tg thg church
The Fiwﬁf PPEE%?tEWi&H Chureech Tooks back with gratsful
thanks to the Lord &8 we honor the chuwrch with this Texas

Himtorical Marker.



ERDORNOTED

: P Centennial of the First Presbyterilan Choaroh, o
LBEYE-1978, Longview, Terxas, Longviewyi hereafhter cited as
Gentennial , Cover. : ‘
£ Mes. BEdwin Lacy, History of the First Pﬁa%bytewiam
Churoh of Longview, 18731940, Llongview, Texas, Longwisws

-y

hereattes oited as Lacy, p. 132,

2 Deed to original ohueroh proparty from the Texas and
Facific Railway Company recorded in Vol . Cy T 4
of Thhe Desd records, Dounty Dlerk’s Office, Drege County,

Taras.

ool ed (189D Longview Town Pilat in Vol gmm; 4
of the Deed Records, Tounty Qterk’s dics, Gregg ounty,

Versimes o

.

o Coenerstons, First Presbyterian Chuaeoh, Longvisw,
Temwas, Longview; 1941 Hersatter ODited as Cornerstons.

& Lacy, p. 13.

TThEe History of Gregg County, Longview, Texas,
Longview: Hniversity Supply and Eguipmiant Comparny, 19597,

# Lacy; pa. 11.

2 Minutes of the First Oroanized Women s Group of the
Firat Fresbyterian Choroh, Febroary £, Lo December 31, 1835,

o S

10 MoWhorter, Fugene W., Traditions of the Land - The
Mistory of Gregy County, Tewas, Longview, Texas, Dregg
County Historical Foundation, 198%: p. ié&. '

11 Cornerstons, 1941 Session Business Minutes, May &,
o0, : '

12 " Cornerstong, 1940 Holy Bible Inscription by Ik,
Arthue Fo Fogaebis, Firgt Presbyterdian Choech Library, Maroh

13 Dhamond Jubiles Bookletbt, Novembes 17, 1948,
Lomgyview, Tedas, Longview: 1948,

i4 Dedicstion Bullstin for Chﬁiﬁﬁiﬁﬁ EduEatiﬁﬁ
Building, FMay 18,

15 Centasnnialy p. 11,
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O keal
197%7% .

18

Director of Education and Musio,

Dentennialt , p. 11,

& smrvice o install the B
First Freasbybtecian Chuech Bulletin, Ootobese 2

o vuF 5

el D . WilY iam

.
=

The Service of Installation for . James . Smith,

Churoh Buiietin, SBeptember %, 1979

19

Frogram,

g
I

The First Presbybeei

a

EA ]

“Prazbhytesrian Center Began As Mother s Day (it

longview News Jourmal , A

Tugust 12, 19%0.

Service of Organ Dedication and Thanksaiviag, First
Fresbyterian Church Bulietin, April 25, 1982.

"Heszion Approvss Dapital

Improvensnt " Bell

-

Mews from the First Presbyterian Chuech, May 21, 1991
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Gregg County Historical Commission
Norman W. Black, D.D.S. 417 Mobberly Avenue Phone
Chairman LODgViEW, Texas 75602 903-757-2261

December 20, 1993

- Cynthia J. Beeman, Administrator
Official Texas Historical Markers
Texas Historical Commission
P. 0. Box 12276
Austin, Texas 78711

Re: Historical Marker Application: First Presbyterian Church, Longview.
Dear Cynthia:

Enclosed 1s the application packet for the above proposed historical
maxker. I might have made the narrative too brief. Therefore, 1 am
also enclosing the complete draft of Mrs. Carolyn Lindsey's more inter-
esting brief history of the church in the event you might want more in-

formation. :

Sincerely,

Enc. 6. ' Z; _
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ArrLicaTioN ForMm
Orricial Texas HisTorICAL MARKER

This marker is for (title or subject): _ FIRST PRESBYTERIAN GHURCH '
County: GREGG

Marker location (street address and city, or specific d[rechons from nearest town on state highway map):
301 N. Center Street

Longview, Texas

Distance and direction of marker topic from marker site (if applicable):
Approximately _50 feet from church on N. Center St. front (nea:r chur ch sign)

00.0'000.00000...Q.O.'.‘0.0.4..00.‘00.0‘0000.‘..'0‘000000000.'0.'0'
-I.to’ot.ﬁt.oo.ac.o.'-50.00‘40.40'00’4o'oo.oo'to'to.o0.0l.dQ.oo.-lo.oo'ao*o..--.to.oo’o..-o.o¢..o.oo.oo.ot.¢..oo.oo.ao‘oo.oo.oo.oo.oo.ol'oi.oo'oo.oo‘oo.oo.oo..o’oo'oo‘oo‘qo.to'oo.oo.oé.oo.oo.co‘o

APPROVAL OF COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION
The application and narrative history must be approved by the county historical commission before forwarding to
the Texas Historical Commission.

C]uairperso:fs Signature: MM ﬁ /ﬂ .)i/ Date: /) ;—/ g~

Address: 417 Mobberly Ave., Longview, Texas 75602 Phone:__Dec. 20, 1993

The CHC chair automatically will receive all copies of correspondence regarding this marker project.

PERMISSION OF OWNER FOR MARKER PLACEMENT :
Permission for placement of a marker must be obtained by the properly owner. Please provide the name of a

 contact person if the owner is an institution, organization, or public entity. This section need not be completed if

the marker is to be placed on right-of-way maintained by the Texas Department of Transportation.

Name: R€V. William D. 0'Neal, pastor

Contact person (if applicable):
Mailing address: 301 N. Center St., Longv:.ew, Texas ?5601

Phone:

V'OwnersSIgnalure/ N \r}3 M

Do you wish fo receive copies of alI corres‘pondcnce concerning fhis marker apphcatwn? . Yes £ No

To whom should the request for payment be addressed?
Name: Rev. William D. 0'Neal

{Provide contact person if payee is an institution, ()rgamzalton or publlc enlity.)
301 N. Center St.

Longview, Texas 75601 ' Phone: _(903) 757-2525

Mailing address:

Does this person wish to receive copies of all other correspondence ¢concerning this application? - (1 Yes &I No
Is there anyone else to whom all correspondence concerning this marker application should be addressed? .

{One additional name and address only, please.)

Name:
Mailing address:

Phone:

(over):



!

SHIPPINGINSTRUCTIONS :
Inorder to facilitate delivery of the marker, neither post office box numbers nor rural route numbers can be accepted. If the
marker is to be placed on the highway right-of-way, it will be ShlppLd directly to the district highway engincer,

Name: Dr. Norman W. Black o

Street address: 417 Mobberly Ave., LDn'g\.,rlew, TX ?5602
Phone: (903) 757-2261

TYPE AND SIZE OF MARKER DESIRED (please check one only)

~ Subject Markers !

This type of marker is solely educational i in nature and conveys no legal restrictions to the pmperty Sub]ect markers are
appropriate for topics such as cemeterics, church congregations, businesses, persons, events, and institutions. These markers
should not be attached to buildings. [f the marker is to be attached to a surface other than the foundry-provided post, please
provide the requested information in the space below. S

Q16" x 12 grave marker (comes with mounting bar) $225

0 27"x 42" marker with post S L - 5750

0 27" x 42" marker without post (sce below) $700

O 18" x 28" marker with post E Y L
: 3 18" x 28" marker without post (sec below) Co 5400

If not on post, to what (block of granile, gatepost, etc.) W1]l the marker be attached?
Typeof material? (wuod stone, ete.) :

Recbrded Texas I-Iiéim’ié Landmark Markeré

~ Markers convbying the Recorded Texas Historic Landmark (RTHL) designation are reserved solely for historic structures

deemed worlhy of preservation for their architectural integrity and hislorical associations. The RTHL designation does carry a
measure of legal protection for the structure (sce Marker Policies 13 through 18) and for that reason we must havea I(,gal
description (lot and block numbers) for the property to be designated. The most commonly used marker for conveying this
designation is the medallion and plate {also refoerred to as a building marker); however, the 18" x 28" or 27" x 42" size marker
may be ordered for those who wish a greater amount of historical information to appear in the marker text. Careful attention
should be paid so as not to damage historic building material if the marker is to be mounted directly onto the structure. The
THC slalf can provide alternate ideas for mounting upon request. : : :

0 Medallion and 16" x 12" plate with post $350

O Medallionand 16" x 12" plate without post (see below) $300 °

0 27" x 42" marker with post $750 _ e
0 27" x 42" marker without post (scebelow) . $00 SR

(A 18" x 28" marker with post - SIS,

(0 18" x 28" marker without post (see below) . S 5400

If not on post, to what (building, gate, etc.} will the marker be alt'ached?

Typeof material? (wood, stong, ete.}
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY (lol and block numer, metes and bounds):

Before forwarding your material to the Texas Historical Commission, please check to make sure you've included the follow-
" ing items. Incomplete apphcalmus cannot be cmistdered and ma_/ be retumed ta Hu' applrcaut
« completed application form mgned by the county hlstorical commission’ - ! )
" v narrative history with footnotes and bibliography "
- photograph of the proposed marker location _

¢ map indicating marker location and other siles rdatcd to the marker tapic L
7 tistoric photo-of property and current photographs of alt clevations (RTHL markers oniy) S
- -« legal description of property (RTHL markers.only) o :

‘ < floor plans (RTHL markers only)

‘Mail completed applications to:
Local IIlslory Programs, Texas Historical Commission
P.O. Box 12276, Auslin, Texas 78711-2276
512/463-6100

Additional items, including paperweights, directional signs, and replacement parts for 1936 markers, are available. Please

contact the Local History Programs office for a separate order form.
Rev. 1993



HISTORY OF THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
LONGVIEW, TEXAS

1 the First Pres-

Known as %The Friendly Church in the Heart of the City",
byterian Church of Longvlew, Texas, will celebrate its onérhutdreditwen-

tieth anniversary in 1994,

The church was founded by eight resident members of the 01d School Southern
Presbyterian Church in 1872, for the purpose of establishing a local mis-
sion, there being no church of that denomination in the newly laid out

town of Longview. These charter members were Mrs. R. B. Levy, Mr. and

Mrs. B. H. Carter, Mrs. T. A. Flewellen, Dr. and Mrs..Trent and Mr. and
Mrs. John F. Witherspoon. The Reverend Mr. James Knox was requested to
conduct services one Sabbath in each month,2 and in 1873, the Eastern

Texas Presbytery authoriged its founding and establishment.

In 1873, the Texas and Pacific Railroad donated Lots number 1 and 2 of
Block 8 of the 01d Longview Town Plat to four Trustees of the 0ld School
Presbyterian South of Longview, Texas.B* This property is on the northwest
corner of Methvin and Center Streets, the deed duly recorded in the Deed

Records of Gregg County, Texas.q

The first church building was dedicated in 1874.5 It fronted south,6 was

of a rectangular shape, white frame, approximately 36 feetiby:=60 feet,

Trustees: B. R. Davis, R. B. Levy, John F. Witherspoon, E. B. Ragland.



with poritico, four columns and a high steeple in which hung the bell that
calls the people to worship today.? The Reverend Br. W. K. Marshall, or-
ganizer of the church, acted as chairman at the dedication and the Rever-
end James H. Wiggins was installed as regular full-time pastor. In 1881,

the Reverend Charles Buchanan served a short pastorate.B

From 1881 through 1883 the church was under the guidance of Reverend
Charles J. Heiskell who helped twenty women of the church form the first
"Ladies Ald Society" on February 2, 1882.9 Also during his tenure, nine
members, by order of the session, were dismissed at their own request to
form the new Alpine Presbyterian Church north of town. The years 1884 -
1885 saw Reverend Mr. John T. McBriyde as pastor, followed by the Reverend
Mr, James W. Sexton who served until 1890. A missionary socliety and a
young people's soclety were organized. A mission church was organized in

the Eldervilie community south of Longview.lo

In 1890 the Reverend Mr. R, M. Tuttle led the church, and the Reverend Dr.
Samuel Mills Tenney accepted the pastorate in 1894, It was at this time

the church was made a full-time church supported entirely by its own con-
gregation, Dr. Tenney realized the need for a new church bullding and be-
gan the task of raising necessary funds. In 1900, during the time Rever-
end George H. Steen was pastor, theksecond church building was erected.11

The bullding was of red brick, English Gothic style with beautiful stain-

ed glass windows.

K membership of 132 greeted the next pastor, Reverend Dr. Thomas F. Gal-

lgher, in 1902. He was followed by Reverend Dr. J. 3. Baird in 1907, the



Reverend Mr. J. T. Coughley in 1916 and the Reverend Dr. R. M. Hall in
1921. 1In the years 1929 through 1931 two young supply pastors came from
Dallas: W. H. Teed and M. W. Castrodale. The next pastor was Reverend

R. L. Owen in 1931 who occupied a new brick manse built on Turner Drive.

Again, the need for a larger church arose during fhe tenure of Reverend
Dr. Arthur F. Fogartie, who was pastor from 1939 to 1945. The bullding
was English Gothic in design and the first service was held on March 16,
1941.12 The beautiful Bruner and Reynolds Memorial windows were trans-
ferred from the 1900 church building. While the church was being con-
structed services were held in the Longview High School. On October 6,
1940, a date to be long remembered by members of the church, a corner-
stone was laid. The next pastor of the third church was.DrisThomas Hardy
Talbot who led the congregation in the dedication of the church building
at a forming worship on Maxrch 16, 1947. The church celebrated its seven-
ty-fifth year in 1948 with a huge Diamond Jubilee.13 The entire indebt-
edness was retired, additional property was purchased west of the church
for an educational building and $250,000 was pledged for the building.iq?
The membership had increased from 330 in 1946 to 1,000 in‘1962.15 Instal -
led as pastor in 1963 was Reverend Stephen L. Coock. His tenure saw the

16 Dr. Cook and

nucleus of a new church, St. Andrews Presbyterian Church.
a sesslonal committee of seventeen members were instrumental in its organ-

ization, the selection of the building site and the financial drive for

purchase of the property.

In 1977 the congregation welcomed Dr, William D, O'Neal who was joined in

1979 by Dr. Jim Smith as the Director of Christian Education and Music.18



A Mother's Day Out program grew into a Pre-school and Day Care Center in
19?9.19 The Long R#nge Planning Committee for the 1980s let to the re-
modeling of the sanctuaryvihclidihgrasnewsbaleonyy The Crain Memorial
Pipe Organ, a Holtkamp organ, named for Mr. and Mrs. Buford W. Crain, Sr.
and given in their honor by their daughter, Mrs. B. W. Crain, Jr.zo The
renovation of the original building which houses offices and the educa-

tional wing was completed in 1992.21'

During these years the church ac-
guired two 1lmportant pieces of real estate: +the Crim lots with a build-

ing and the Bramlette House.

The First Presbyterian Church of Longview looks back with grateful thanks
to the Lord as it proposes to honor the church with an 0ffieial Texas

Historical Marker.

This paper excerpted from "History of the First Presbyterian Church”,

Carolyn Culberson Lindsey, unpublished, Longview, Texas, 1993.
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COMPLETE » BEFOLE
HISTORY OF THE FIRST FRESEBYTERIOAN CHURCH YCONPDEN S G
LONMGYIEW, TEXAS
By Garalyn Culbsrson Lindsey

Friwr &s YThe Friendliy Chueckh in the Heart of ths
i
City " the First Presbyvisecian Chuarch, Longview, Texas,
will, in 1994, celebrate itse one hundesd twentisth

arnrlvargary .

Tive first churoh was founded by nioe essildent

v iew, of the 01d Sohoot Soubhern Fresbyberian

Ghanech, in 187, for the purpose of estahlishing a Tocal

) Lo, hherse Deing oo ohweoh of thaet denomination in bthe
oy

odt b ard . Tiig

rins charbher manbhers Wers

rigs ]y

Colore! and Mes. R, B Levy, Fr. and Mrs. E. H., Qartere,
Mg, T.o A, Flawsellen, De. and Mes. Trsnl, Me. ano Pes.

Jdod F . W Dheesooon ., The Reverend MelJdamss Fnioy was

conduct services ons Dabbath in sach month, and

Fastern Texas Prasbytery avthorized its

satabl ishoent .

Founding arnd

Priring thess years, O.H. Methvin had deesded, for one

gola dollae, one hundesd acrss of his coentielids, sxbending
A
from Twvlsr Stesst north to Highway S, to She LThen Southern
&
Facifio Raitivroad. From this Tand, in 1873, the Texas and

Failroad donatsd by desd o foure Trustess of the Oid

Hohool Freshyvherian South, Lonoaview, Tedxass, {(B.R. Davis,

Lavy , Jdohn P Witherspoon, E.8. Ragland! , Lobts nunbsre ong
i

sy Plock B oof the 0t Longview Town Flat. This

property ds on the southesast cornee of Methvin and Oenter



Steasts, the deed doly recorded in the desd records of Gregy

p]

ke,

I 1874, the first ohweoh buiiding was dedicatsd. It

was bDuilt on s foundation of guareled rock feom Rook HiTL,
£
seatior inn the arss. Tre builoding whioch

g f

e Mighe

1]

£

fronted south, was of rectangul ar shape, white frams,

appran imataly 345 deel by &0 Feedt, wibth portioo, four

colunmns, and a hiagh steepls in which hung the bell which
1G

our peopls to worship today, The grouncs wers

pianted with pincak trees by first and faithfal eider, Fe.
Jdoabrr Levy . Tradition t2i1s us that the bell cams from

"Watnut Grove" plantation Tocated south of the Sabine

i =z

Fiver, a bell used to call ths siaves in drom bthe fields.
The Eeverasoad De. W.06. Marshal i, orsanizer of the choweoh
acter as chalrman at the dedication, and the Heverend r.
Jamss M. Wiggins was instal lsd sz regulars full-time pastor.

1

It ds inmnteresting o nobe that the ohuwech had no Ysexton

@ khe Janithor s Job fs11 to the ladiss of theae ohuaroch.
They kept the church immaculate, Floos swept and 1amnp
chimneys oisan. Heverend Wigoinsg resigned his pastorats in

1880, and dmn 1881 the churoh wslconed Peverend Charles

wwhanan who served s shoel pastorate.,
Feom 188 through 1883, the chwoh was under the

guidance of Reverend TCharlas J. Heisksll, whi helped tweanty

ia
- Iy . " [y o Eon g ] “ 3 ey e oy £% g owe o gy
woman of bhe ohueokh Foem the Fies feadiss fAdd SDooieby,

Fabruary 2, 1882, charging an initation fee of fTwenby-—five

cenbs, weakly duss of five cents, and in 1884 their freasuey

14



tobaled FH0.76.  Also during FReversnd Heiskaell g Tanure

ior, were Jdilsmi

ritns membears, by oeder of bthe
their own request to form Che new Glpine Presbyvlerian

Churoch north of town . Daeing this fime, the Fresbyterians,
Baptists, and Pethodists often met together after abttending

Sunday HSohogl a2t their respesctive churchss, for socislts and

PATTILOE .
Im the yvears 18824 - 1HZS, the Reversnd Me. Jobn T.
Mobrewols o was pastor, ol lowsd by bhe Reversnod Fe. Jamss W,

bon unhil IEY0. A Missionary Sooiety was organized,

olus a voung peEonls’s socisby . e Sunday Sohoo? abtendanos

Lhirty to forbty, the colisction plate averaged sishty

Ied £ 55

Ay, argd & Mission Uhoeoh, Dentes Pressbyl
Té

Chuesh, was organized in Eldesrville comminiiy .  Reversnd

ceEnhs on a Do

ot owan & cdevoted hasband and Father. HMig widse was nob

whrong PR X o be owas soousssd o

iy

ol ooding hids pastoral work .
e replied thal iFf his congregation would pay nim enough

to have a servant and support bis Ffamily, bs wouicd make alid

the calls a pastor showld do. He was the sowl of honoe, Dot
17

it was for this rsason be gave up hils pastorats,

In 18%0, the Feverend Me. R.M. Tuttle was pastor, He

LS

mrganized the firsth forgign missionary sacisty for

chiloderen, krown as "The Texas Bees," which contributed
1

smuppoet for the sducation of bwo Japansses gliris, and e was

praverdul speaker at their meetings.  Reversend

Vit le was guiis a po

and pubiished twon books, Tns

gi:i [ '.,l. .

hvherian. He had besn a

and The Texaszs Frag

P



Captain in Company F during the Civil Har, was woundsd

smevarely several times, and in July of 1883, had led hiis
1%

g «

company Ln the oharogs in the hatitie of Get

Though only twenty—two vears of sge, and Just out of

Frrimoeton Theo! ogical Beminary, the Reversnd e, Samuel
Millse Tenney acoepted fhe pastorates of the ohaech . Thie

b Mis pastorats in 18%4 was nobt owvery feuitfoal,

sl e veouthfuad shepherd doubted that God had esally cal e

Fim. B

sy T s walary for the first fthrees oonbths was

thirtv~thres dollars and thirty-thess osnts per omonth,

i
ftrher fifty cdollars a2 month. MHe

5

tavaht the BEible

slechric Tights werse instaltled, and Bunday atternoon
sorvices were held in the dail. Dr. Tenney’'s Bunday Schood

Class supported an orphan girt in Dofusbos, Mississippi.

sastrous fire in Longview, a Jewish family lost

al] their glothing,  His kindness in haliping thes cemented z

B, and e alwavs had one or more Jewish families in his
21

congregation. He also saw the nsed for & new chuech

huilding ., Degan bhe task of ralsing necessary funds by

cotlestions and by selling a religiows book throogh the

ot . This mesd was not reaslizsd untill a few vears atbter ha

rad resigned his pastorate. He was long a student or

Ay b Che Presbhyvieerlan Ohaeoh, and sventual iy beoamns
the President of the Presbyvierian Higstorical Society of the

Gyvriogd of 7

i

was, ard Tater owrator of the Histordiocal
Foundation of the Presbybeselan Choech in ULEA. st Monteesat,

Morth Carolina.

e,



During the vear 1900, the sscond churek Building was

rane bl time Reverend e Seorges M. Steasn was

] R B e TR IRQ0, and only served ten months. The

Baridofimg s

orf e brdck, BEnglish fiothic stylie, wilth

besutitul stainsd @lass wincdow The mamberebin was

rirety-rirneg .
# meambership of ong hundred thirty-twn greeted the
next pastor, Reverend e, Thomas F. Gallabsre in 190E. The

churolh Docdost wes Fouetsen buncdesd and Fouctesn daol tars and

(hern in 1907, the Reverend Or. J.5.

forty-thras cenba.

Baird, Enown as a king and asntlie man, bscams pashor,

fFaltowesd in 1911 vy Faversnd e, 3.7, Coughley, who saw bhe

Voumg Loacdis sociaty purchass a new §ive Thowsand dollarm

i the oity, in 191&, plus a Towvely

Filirem  CHUGIERT

rommunion tabis,

I 1917, the Rgverend De. T.L, fresn saw the manss,

@ ohuwech buiiding on Center

Hhrwel , repaireo

st bk

and sntarged, with & segond story added.  Sunday Sobhood

total Ted one hondread ninety.

The awthor of s ~al bhoo

@, whi saw the organization

of "Christian Endeavor® for vournae peopls in 1931, Reverend
2

e KoM HMall became pastor. The vears 1929 throwgh 1931

saw Suppty Fastorg. Then in 1931, the Men of ths Chureh

wag oroarlrsed wnder Reverend R. . Dwen.  The spicitualbity of
the congregation gesatly inoesased, as did The mesmbersabio,

ard the congresgation feit they were going forssrd fael ing

That th fime Relog gereat Disssings for them 1n doing the

great work in the Master ‘s vineward. More sarneshness of




CHEFT s mordial ity and good Felliowship was enjoved tham at

any timeg previous. in & brick mansge was buwilt on

Turner rive, and thes old manse was wssd for Sunday Schood

ol HEEEE .

Sasin the nesd for a larger church was orFganized uncder

]

Favwviarsnod . Grihue P Fogeebie, who was pastos from 1935

1 4 47 AT
LES |

it il 1w w bukd Tt irem was Engl lsh Gobtido in desiogrn, and

Yot
o ha

smprvios wan haiod on Macch 16, 19431, The beautifol

"

e Fip

Heunaer and Hevnolds Memorial windows were hransteresd feom
the 1900 church.  White thes church was being construactsd,

mary e weke held dn o bthe Losgview Hiah Soehootl . I

artis had preached the Bacoal aursate ssramon at Lobo

Stadiuvm on May 25, 1939, On Ootobse &, 1940, a date Lo be
tog rensmbered by members of the church, a cornerstons was
Tadc. . Fogartis stood on ons side of the cornerstons and
wWwas amnsisted by Reverend Milliam H., Waltker, an outpost
mihiﬁtmw§ who stootd on bthe othse ., gach with & hand on the
stone.  The entire congregation Joined hands to forsn one

o
cirets withh the ministers and The cornerstons.

Lirik

Fosartie spent thsse war yvears not only with his
31
oWl congregation, but helping other churohes, and devobing

Time o the Dadly wounded bo at Harmon Seneral Hospital .

H

During fthe nest sixdbtesn vears, Lhe pastor ancd his
famity contributed grsatliy to the spiritus)l grosth of the
mhurch. e, Thomas Hardy Talbot, a foroer &roy chapiain,

srosncgerad responss amnong the voung psople, and the Senior

Hiok Fellowship flouwrished during the fidties, O HMarch

o



. Talbhot lTad the congesgation in the dediocal

e fhe ohuwech at morning worship. Witk thanksgiving

for oz His many blsssings, with gesdituts to a2l who had

afsred i the srsction of the ohweoch, the buiiding was
cedicatad Lo the alory of God and bthe advancement of His

kinadom. The chweon ol ebrated savenhyv-fifth vear in

wnf nd

1948 withh & huge Diamond Juibilese . The sobire indsbhbednsss

ot hhe

o, additional property was puroiia L=t

church for an eduacational boilding, and two-hundrasd and
N2
Fidty bthousand dollars was pledoed for bthe building. Ths

mambershlp increased from three hundeesd and thirty dn 1944

no in IY4E . Bunday Scohoo!l o attendancs was four

oy orme fbhou

Fumchresl .

- g

Installed as pastor in 1963 was Reverend Dr. Stephen

oo Doolk, who forosfully denonstrated his dedication and

gelflessness, and aloamag with bhis wide, was arn inspiration

oy atl . Fim fenurs ML SUE OF & Nk

ohueoh, B, Ancdeews . PFessbyierian. . Cook . and a

of seventesn members, was instromsstal

zeassional commith
im dits organization, bthe selection of the building site, and
The fimnancial drive for purchase of the property.  The
church sntared into a new area of servicse in 196% with

the International Howse perodect which offersd & gusst homs
charing bthe Chreistmas holidays to foresign students attending

wiba
ol leges and universitiss in the United Staetes. Thess yvoung

paonl e were housed, fed, and entertainsd for ning davs.

This, and other activitiss, was sade possibis by the sals

il

~}



that had bsen donatsd to ouwe churoh. This

s Lradition continues, pesriodically, to this day.

The +irst

women 2 ders were slected and ordained in 19469,
the +iret black member was welcomed in 1970, and the firet

Btack deacons were slected and ordained in %72, In 1971,
a homs on Meliton Street was deeded to the chuech and the
N1
congrsgation vobted to use this house as the manse, while The
R
[

Twrnme Deive was i . Also authorized was the

[T i ha

of lofts D oand & in Block 431 in 1948, to be ussd Foe

préardk dirg .

Paooowr congregation welcomed e, William 0.

EF pieat , owibo guickly preoved Lo be an sxtremsly popul s andg

war] | Powed pastor, from his scriptuare-filted sermons bo hisg
41

ingpirational guwidances . Under bhis ieadseship the church nas

@y perlencned consideranl e geowth, bobth nomerical 1y andg

ftimancial ly. He. ONeal was Joinsd in 1979 by e, Jim Smith

as Mirechor of Chris

&4
Farrow, organist. These two men were definites assets bo oure

tian Education amd Masic, and Shephsn

church, and our musio program geew substantially, as Jdid the
aduoational progean uncder e, Smith .

f Mother s Day ot progeam gesw into a Fre-sohoo! o and

Care Denbese in 199Y. The Fresbyvisrian Chiltdren’s Center

Fas served the chuerch and community most effechively, angd in

was merving o full canacily,
The work of & Long Fatge Flanning Commibies for bhe
19807 s Ted to remodel ing of the sanchusry, inolading 8 naw

baloony,

4

of bhe Tovely Grain Memorial Organ in

S)



The HMolttkamp instrument wass & gift of Mes. B, W,
rain wn meEnory of Bo. Desdn’s parsnts, Me. and Mrs. Boford
W, Lyain, S, & holdover from The Firsth Long Range Flanming
Commitites is the proposal fto build a gquality retiremsni

commiriity for the areas.  Hhidles nobt vet a reality, ths

tmirishes

is stiltl abt work ., fn doleal

wor e at dor, e
Tocation was purchased bhebhind the Longviss Fall o the
facility with ssed money provided by the wild of Bannetts
Hardrer . Im 1989, another Long Range Planming Commithtes was
A5
appointed to plan for the 1I%90 s, Through this comnmittes,
the renovation of the old office and sducational wing was
completed in 1993, and alse the addition of an slevator
EVN

reackhing all Floors.

Huring thess vears the chuech acouired two important

it

2, bhe Crim fots on High Strest with the

builoding, snd the Bramlette House given to the churoh

i 1R by Fawta Bramietie. The miszsion work of the ochuaech

continued To grow with a strong interest in the work in
Haiti and on the Mexilcan bordsr, and the Madicsl Bsneseo!ences

Foundation that doss medical work through the Fresbylerian

S
*rd

clenoamination around the wortd. Looaltly, the congregation is

anvolved in mindstyy theowah Habitat for Humasrnity, Meals on

Whesl s, Stewpot, Information and Seevice Center, and others
[HO DI RN

1T ang Dot O Neal have shown constant devobion Lo

Lhis healthy, active. and spiritually greowing conaresation.

£

fig the First Presbyiterian Chuech Tooks back with gratedud




1982, The Holtkamp instrument was a gift of Mres. B. W,
Crain in mamory of B.W. Drain’s parsnts, M, and Mrs. Bufoed
WL Drain, Be. A holdover from the first Long Range Flanning

Covmmd b

is the proposal to build a2 guality retiremnsnt
commun iiy For the ares. NhiT@.nmt vel a.waality? The
corperat ion, Meatmiﬂiﬁtﬁﬁ Flace, is still at work. an ideal
lmeation was purchased behind the Lmﬂgviéw Mall 4ar the
faciTity.with e monsy provided by the will of HBennetis
Gardhner. In I@ﬁ?g another Long Range Plahﬁiﬂq Committes was
. _ 45
appointed to plan for the [990°s. Through this committese,
the renovation of the old office and sducational wing was
conpleted in 1993, and also the addition of an elevator
4 '

praackirtg 211 F1oors.

ﬂuwiﬁg.thmsﬁ vears the ghurch acquired two important
piscss of real egfateg'the Crim Tots on High Stwm@trwith the
_bui]diﬂgg ard the Ewamletta.Hmuﬁe givenltm Lhe church.
in 1991 by Faula Bramistte. The mission work of the chuwroh
continued to grow with a strong interest in the work in
Haiti and an the Mexican border, and the Madical Berosvolence
Foundation bhat doss smedical work through the Presbyvbarian
47

denomination around the world., Locally, the congregation is

gnvolvad in ministey theowgh Habitat for Humanity, Meals on

)

Wheel s, Stewpot, Information and Service Center, and other
EH T A .
i1l andg Dot O'Neal have shown constant devobion to

this healthy, active, and spiritually growing congregation.

A the First Presbyvterian Chuaroh Tooks back with grateful

~,

5



thanks ©o its heritage with the placament of this Texas
Historical Marker, 1t Tooks forwaserd to the twenbty-+first

'
i

e hury wWith o a senge oF excitenshnt about the work o

Chrvdst do fhe community and fhrowghout the world.
There is a goltden thesad bhinding us with oue past, and

v all bhese vears has become a cable of faith, hops, and

Tovve anchored o owe Loed.
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-TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

P.O. BOX 12276 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711-2276 5312/463-6100

December 28, 1993

Dr. Norman Black, Chair
Gregg CHC

417 Mobberly Avenue
Longview, TX 75602

RE: FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF LONGVIEW
18" x 28" marker w/ post
Job # 10194 '

Dear Dr. Black:

We have received the above-referenced marker application. The application will be reviewed and evaluated
by the Texas Historical Commission staff in the order in which it has been received. Currently, there
is a four to six month wait between the time subject marker applications are received and evaluated.
Should additional information be needed for the review, we will contact you and any parties 1isted below
at that time. After any deficiencies have been corrected, we will send copies of the application to the
members of the State Marker Review Board, who will make the final determination of the topic’s
acceptability for marking. ,

We will notify all parties as soon as the marker committee makes its decision. If the topic is approved

for marking, payment will be requested at that time. If not approved, the application will be returned
along with a letter of explanation.

Because of the variables involved in the marker process, and because we must coordinate our orders with
the schedule of the contracting foundry, we suggest that the date of the marker dedication not be set
until the completed marker is received. -

We appreciate the effort made to record this topic. Should there be any questions about the status of
this marker application, please contact me at 512/463-5853.

~ Sincerely,

/47774/
 EgindG. Kaase

Office Manager
Local History Program

pe:  The Rev. William D. 0’Neal

The State Agency for FHistoric Preservation



CURTIS TUNNELL
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

P.O. BOX 12276 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711-2276 {TELEPHONE) 512-463-6100 (FAX} 512-463-6095 (RELAY TX} 1-800-735-2989 {TDD)

April 15, 1994

The Rev. William D. O’Neal

First Presbyterian Church of Longview
301 N. Center Street - *~

Longview, TX 75601

" RE:  FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF LONGVIEW |
18" x 28" marker w/ post (Job #10194, Gregg County)

Dear Mz. O°Neatl:

This letter is to notify you that the State Marker Review Board has reviewed and approved the above-referenced topic for an
Official Texas Historical Marker. ‘

Payment for the marker, in the amount of $550.00, is now due. Please complete and return the enclosed payment form at
“your catliest convenience. Once payment for the marker is received, the application will be placed in line to have the marker
inseription written. The inscription will not be written until after fands have been received. When the text is prepared, a
copy will be sent to you and-any parties listed below for review and approval.
- The Texas Historical Commission congratulates you on your efforts to record and preserve Texas history.

Sincerely, |

W 2N 9 | &bnur,.\,

Cynthia J. Beeman, Adminijstrator

Official Texas Historical Markers

Local History Program

pe: Dr. Norman W. Black, Gregg CHC

P.S. Please remit payment as soon as possible so that we may keep on track for an October dedication ceremony.

The State Agency for Historic Preservation



| Gregg County Historical Commission
- Norman W. Black, D.D.S. - 417 Mobberly Avenue : Phone
_ Chairman ‘ Longview, Texas 75602 903-757-2261

April 25, 1994

Cynthia J. Beeman, Administrator
Official Texas Historical WMarkers -
Local History Programs

Texas Historical Commission

P. 0. Box 12276

Austin, TX 78711

Re: FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF LONGVIEW
18" X 28" marker w/post (Job #1019%4, Cregg County)

Dear Cynthia:

Enclosed is the church's check for $550.00 for the above referenced
marker. I look forward to seeing you in San Angelo.

Sincerely,

‘-Enc.



Local History Programs
Texas Historical Commission
P. 0. Box 12276
Austin, TX 78711-2276
512/463-5853

PAYMENT FORM

MARKER TITLE_ 'irst Presbyterian Church

COUNTY__Gresg JOB NUMBER_ 10194 AMT. ENCLOSED_$550.00
. Please specify method of“payment:’ & Check enclosed O Visa 0 Mastercard
Credit Card number: | ' Exp. Date

Signature:

Checks should be made payable to the Texas Historical Commission.

L

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
DESIGNATED FUND
P. O. BOX 1008
LONGVIEW, TEXAS 75606

N — e = > R — e PR T e

88-191/1113

Yo 2g 7Y

—BOLLARS

§
i §§§ E(EEEE OF /&X DS n(/) STb Loty L\om,;;:; s«"b.&) | $5§[)*‘£
g;é % é/ ) /, FIRST PFIESBYTEI-:IIIAN CHURCH
I | =t f J ks

THIS CHECK 15 DELIVERED FCHY PAYMENT ON THE ACCOUNTS USV

rO003525 widG0LHLTR "0370047 2 I.qul'

T L T T, WWTE?‘T@?MEﬁP;Lﬁm@T“P

R R T T, 8 “-“'\“\“ﬁﬁm“ﬂr‘ﬂ ke AU 200 M e NS 6 ) I 2t 3 A o 5 23 e PV Y T



Norman W. Black, D.D.S. 417 Mobberly Avenue

Gregg County Historical Commission

Chairman - Longview, Texas 75602
May 16, 1994

Ruben Moreland-Ochoa, Historian
Official Texas Historiecal Markers
Local History Programs

Texas Historical Commission

P.0. Box 12276

- Austin, Texas 78711

Re: First Presbyterian Church of Longview, Job # 10194

Dear Ruben:

Enclosed is the proposed inscription for the above-referenced marker.
Also enclosed are scme changes asked for by the church's committee on

the historical marker. I will try to explain their feelings on the sub-
Ject.

Their committee prefers to call the church building a "church" rather
than a sanctuary. They reason that the 1940 building also had other
rooms such as offices, ete.

'They'just don't like the passages so marked in red.

The congregation was about a thousand when Rev. Fogarile was pastor; now
it's only about 645

The church 1s very proud of their motto: "The Friendly Little Church in
the Heart of the City" and hopes it can be 1ncluded I don't know the
current policy on the matter of mottos.

Also, Carolyn Lindsey, who is the spokesperson of the committee, told me
the Presbyterian Church is now international in its mission work.

I you can make these bhanges we would appreciate it,
'Sincereiy,

Enc. 3.

Phone

- 903-757-2261



Texas Historical Commission Staff (RMO), 5/9/94

18" x 28" Official Texas Historical Marker with post
Gregyg County (Job #10194)
Location: 301 N. Center St., Longview

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH*
OF LONGVIEW*

_PHIS CHURCH WAS ESTABLISHED BY
& et N

#|ETGHT [RESIDENT MEMBERS OF THE
o OLD SCHOOL SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH AS A MISSION IN THE NEW

LONG "JW_IN 18724 THE i o
FIRST SANCTU%BE;WAS BUILT IN 1874- A£4%?c}z4¢2”cZ4%A>chcaéL/
ON LAND DONATED BY THE TEXAS AND

PACIFIC RAILROADTHE CHURCH HELPED

'ESTABLISH TWO MISSION CHURCHES

IN THE AREAﬁﬁﬂdwéif

_M

GATION BECAME SELF—SUPPORTIN
\'\ ___..._...._..._..._a.__.-“_ s

A NEWJSAN TUARY AS-BUTLT IN 1900 Vszi,

MEMBERSHIP IN ThE CHUBSH GREW“V

xFROM 330 IN 1946 TO 1,000 IN-19604

e

THE CONGREGATION CONTINUES TO BE

.m@\;7’oqudjkbayy{iLmy1ﬁéLvaﬂﬁuf/ﬁuQQ,/

Bt A Lamgee

(1994) **+*

*1/2 1nch letterlng to contrast with text
*%1/2 inch lettering
*k%k] 4 1nch lettering



T/ -ok
Cdf"°/y/4 L/na/)ec/J JV7/¢£)>{0@/ (‘0,@ ~
Ciet Preshyderen. Chuvel ~ Lo g v \T”)?;é it d

THTS CHURCH WAS ESTABLISHED BY
iN‘ﬂ\IE IRES]DENT MEMBERS OF THE

OID SCHOOL SOUTHERN PRESBYTERTAN

CHURCH AS A MISSION IN THE NEW
TOWN OF LONGVIEW IN 1872. THE
FIRST .CHURCH .° WAS BUILT IN 1874
ON LAND DONATED BY THE TEXAS AND
PACIFIC RATLROAD. THE CHURCH HELPED
ESTABLISH TWO MISSION CHURCHES IN |
THE AREA BY 1894. THE CONTINUED

GROWTH OF THE CONGREGATION REQUIRED
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AT HOME AND ABRCOAD.



Gregg County Historical Commission

.. Norman W. Black, D.D.S. 417 Mobberly Avenue Phone
Chairman ~ Longview, Texas 75602 903-757-2261

May 25, 199%

Cynthis J. Beeman, Administrator
State Marker Program

Local History Programs

Texas Historical Commission

P.0. Box 12276

Austin, Texas 78711

" Re: FPFirst Presbyterian Church of Longview, Job # 10194
Dear Cynthia: 7

Enclosed are two checks and an order form for two (2) Replica Paper-
weights related to the above named marker.

One check is on the First Presbyterian Church, #3549 and the other is on
my account,, #125, each in the amount of $90.00,

I realize the final inscription has not yet been written, much less, the
marker cast, but the parties wanted -me’to.send:thisiin now,

Sincerely,

Enc., - 3.
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| Gregg County Historical Commission - .
Norman W. Black, D.D.S. ' 417 Mobberly Avenue Phone
Chairman Longview, Texas 75602 | 903-757-2261

June 8, 1994

Cynthia J. Beeman, Admisistrator
State Marker Program- '
TLocal History Progranms

Texas Historical Commission

P.0. Box 12276

Augtin, TX 78711

Re: First Presbyterian Church of Longview, Job # 10164

Dear Cynthiat .

Everyone concerned is pleased with the new inseription for the above
marker with one exception. I think this is partially my fault in that
I did not make it very clear in my letter of May 25 about the date of
the present bullding.

Although the first service in this building was on March 16, 1941 the
cornerstone was set in 1940, This is the date the church uses and the

new historlcal marker will be set very near the cornerstone.

Therefore, would you please change, on the fifteenth line of the text,
the "1941" to 19407 Thank you very much.

Sincerely,



Texas Historical Commission Staff (RMO), 5/9/94, Revised 5/23/94
18" x 28" Official Texas Historical Marker with post

Gregg County (Job #10194)

Location: 301 N. Center St., Longview

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH*
OF LONGVIEW*

THIS CHURCH WAS ESTABLISHED BY
NINE RESIDENT MEMBERS OF THE

OLD SCHOOL SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN
' CHURCH AS A MISSION IN THE NEW
TOWN OF LONGVIEW IN 18724 THE
FIRST CHURCH BUILDING WAS ERECTED
ON LAND DONATED BY THE TEXAS AND
PACIFIC RAILROAD IN 1874 4THE REV.
JAMES'H.WIGGINS WAS INSTALLED
AS THE FIRST FULL-TIME PASTOR ,THE
CONGREGATTON HELPED ESTABLISH TWO
. MISSION CHURCHES TN THE AREA BY

1894¢A NEW CHURCH BUILDING WAS
CONSTRUCTED IN 1900 AND A THIRD AT
THIS SITE IN 19fhyTHE CONGREGATION l;i“”
CONTINUES TO SPONSOR OUTREACH AND '
MISSIONA?Y PROGRAMS IN LONGVIEW
AND IN OTHER PARTS OF THE WORLDg**

(1994) ®%s%

*1/2 inch lettering to contrast with text

%%1/2 inch lettering
*%%1/4 inch lettering



TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

P.O. BOX 12276 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711-2276 512/463-6100

Septenber 6, 1994

Dr. Norman W. Black, Chair
Gregg CHC -
417 Mobberly Avenue
Longview, TX 75602

~ RE: FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF LONGVIEW
18" x 28" marker w/ post
Job#: 10194; Date Shipped: 08/24/94; Shipping Company: Central

Dear Dr. Black:
The above-referenced marker was recently shipped to your address, on the above referenced

date. If it has not been received, please contact the Southwell Company at 210/223-1831 so
that it may be traced. Please be prepared to give the job number, date shipped, and shipping

company hame.

We would appreciate having photocopies of any newspaper clippings (rather than the original
clippings, which aren’t archivally stable) or photos about the dedication ceremony to
complete our file on this marker.

Thank you for your continued support and good work toward the preservation of the history of
our state.

Sincerely,

HW &‘M

Frances Rickard, Director
Local History Programs

pc:  The Rev. Witliam D. O’Neal

The State Agency for Historic Preservation



The Teseas Historical Commission
The Gregg County Historical Conmmission
The First Presbyterian Church
Oedicate
A Texas Historical Marker
301 Nortﬁ Center Street
- Longuiew, Texds -
Sunoay), O_ctoGer 25, 1994

{following 00 church service)

Luncheon inmediately {oﬂowing
rellowship Hal
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“First Presbyterian to

‘mark anniversary |
* Longview’s First Presbyterian
Church will celebrate its 120th

- anniversary with the dedication

of a Texas Historical marker
afler church services on Oct.

93,

The .church ‘was fourided in

' 1872 by eight members.. The
" Texas and Pacific Railroad

donatied land flor the church in

1873, and a while frame, one-

. room church was built in 1874

on ihe site of the present

church. The second church was

* built in 1900.

Alter the oil boom hit East

. Texas in the ’30s, the second

church quickly became inade-

1977,

W quale for the times, and the
“ present facility was built in
" 1940. :
. The church has had 20 pastors. .
© The first pastor was Dr. James
* H. Wiggins, who came in 1874.
.. Today, the pastor is Dr. Will-
*iam D. O'Neal, who cdme in




DEDICATION
of an

OFFICIAL TEXAS HISTORICAL MARKER

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Longview, Texas
October 23, 1994

Dr. William D. O’Neal, Pastor

Sponsored by
THE TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
THE GREGG COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION
THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH




The Guide to Worship

30ih Sunday in Ordinary Time
October 23, 1994 ' 11:00 A.M.

Upon entering the sanctuary, many people wish to reflect and pray.
Each worshipper is asked to respect the needs of others and speak softly prior to the beginning of worship.

Call to Worship

Invocation
Voluntary . . ............. e PRanfare Lo o o P Guy Eldridge
*Processional Hymn 138 . .. .. ... ... Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty . ... ................... NICAEA

*Prayer of Confession
Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against vou in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved
vou with all our whole heart and mind and sirength; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. In your mercy forgive what we have been, help us amend what we are,
and direct what we shall be, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name.
*Assurance of Pardon
Minister: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
Congregation: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.
*Summary of the Law
*Response Surely, it is God who saves me;
1 will trust in Him and not be afraid;
For the Lord is my Stronghold and my sure Defense,
And He will be my Savior.

Welcome and Ritual of Friendship -
Concerns of the Church

C*Hymn 442 . The Church’s One Foundation . . ... ........ .. ... ... AURELIA

Prayers of the People - The Lord’s Prayer - Choral Amen

Anthem . ... ....0. ... ... .. .. ... P Witha Voiceof Singing. ... ... ... ... ... ... .. Martin Shaw
The Chancel Choir
Prayer of lllumination
Scripture Reading I Corinthians 3:1-17
Sermon ...........: e AFIRMFOUNDATION. ... ... ... ... ... .. ... Bill O’'Neal
*Affirmation of Faith — The Apoétles’ Creed ... e e e ...page 14
*Gloria Patri '
The Offering
Voluntary .................... O Lord, Turn Not Away Thy Face . .................. George Dyson
Bringing our Gifis to God
*Doxology - '

*Prayer of Dedication
Hymn 210 ... .0 oo oo Our God, Qur Help in Ages Past . ........ e ST. ANNE

Dr. W. D. O'Neal will now invite the congregation to proceed to the front lawn of the church for the marker dedication.
Dr. O'Neal will lead the way, followed by the choir, and then the congregation.

*Recession of the People . ... ... T Crown Imperial March ... ............ ... ... William Walton
Stephen Farrow, Organist and Interim Choir Director

*Congregation Standing




ST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
OF LONGVIEW

THIS CHURCH WAS ESTABLISHED BY NINE RESIDENT
MEMBERS OF THE OLD SCHOOL SOUTHERN
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH AS A MISSION IN THE NEW
TOWN OF LONGVIEW IN 1872. THE FIRST CHURCH

BUILDING WAS ERECTED ON LAND DONATED BY

THE TEXAS AND PACIFIC RAILROAD IN 1874, THE REV.
JAMES H. WIGGINS WAS INSTALLED AS THE FIRST
FULL—TI/\/\E PASTOR. THE CONGREGATION HELPED
ESTABLISH TWO MISSION CHURCHES IN THE AREA
BY 1894. A NEW CHURCH BUILDING WAS CON-
STRUCTED IN 1900 AND A THIRD AT THIS SITE IN
1940. THE CONGREGATION CONTINUES TO SPON-
SOR OUTREACH AND MISSIONARY PROGRAMS IN
LONGVIEW AND IN OTHER PARTS OF THE WORLD.




OFFICIAL TEXAS HISTORICAL MARKER DEDICATION

October 23, 1994

Welcome and Introduction of Guests . . ... .. ...... ... e Dr. Norman Black
Invocation. . . ... ... .. ... Dr. William D. O'Neal
Readingof Marker. . . . ... .. .. ... ... ... ... .. .. ....... ........Dt ONeal
Unveilingof Marker . ... ... ... .. ... . ... .. .. ...... Mrs. Carolyn Lindsey
Dedicationof Marker .. . . . .. .. .. ... ... Dr. O’Neal
Prayer .. ... ... ... . D Dr. O'Neal

Choral Benediction . . . . The Lord Bless You And Keep You... . Peter Christian Lutkin
The Chancel Choir

Benediction . . . . . e Dr. O’Neal

First Presbyterian Church, Longview, Texas

1874
Gregg County Historical Commission
Mrs. Mildred Wood Barker Mrs. Nelda Lewis
Mrs. Charlotte Allgood Black . Carol Morris Little
Dr. Norman W. Black, Chairman Mrs. H. L. Long
Mr. Jack Buchanan Anne P. MacKenzie
Mrs. Pauline Cox Mrs. Gordon J. Mayer
Mrs. B.W. Crain, Jr. Amanda Pratt Nobles
Sondra Daniel Dr. W. D. Northcutt, 11l
Beth Holloway Dodson Mrs. John W. Osteen
Dr. Ken Durham Ben Reynolds
Mrs. Helen McHaney Griffin Mrs. Nancy Ruff

Mr. Joe White




