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TI IE STATE OF TEXAS, } Know All Men By These Presun% Q%?

COUN’I Y OF GREGG.

That = We, T.L. Broy ond wife, Bertha Olive Bray,

of the County of Gregn ; State of T e as _ for and ip consideration of

the sum of TYENTY OFE MUFDRED & 770/100 ($2100,00) -~ -

-

T - - DOLLARS,

o us " paid, and seetred to be pald, by the Wethodist Bpiseopal Church,. .
South, Gladewater, Texams, by and through its Board of TIuSteeS&ﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁ
L.G. Jeter, 3.V, P¢rr1tte, f sy Jeh. CGodfrcy, .15.
Join T Jeter and Mrs. Jeff Johncon, as followse

gixz Hundred, ($600,00) Dollars to us cash in hand paid by the
Methodist Tpiscopal Church, &outh, Gladevwnter, Texas, by and through
its ggid Trustees, the receil pt of which is hereby acknowvlcdged and
confessed, and :l'lfte&'n Hundred ($1500.00) Dollars evidenced by three
certeoin vromissory notes beﬂrlng gven date herewith, each in the sum
of Five Funured(;oOO 00) Dollars, due and wvayable as follows, to-wit:
Fote Fo.1l due onn or hefore one vear drom date; note ifo.2 due on or
hafore two vears &from date and note ITo. 3 due on or before three years
from date; said notes to bear interest from date untilil paid at the
rate of 8% per snnnm;  the interest payable ammally ws It nccrues
el d notes Leing pryable to ToLe Tray or order ab Glodouoter, Tenuu,
have ;rentod, 0o0ld and wonveyed, ord by these rrescuts do gront, Sell
and Convey unte the opid Nourd ol Tiustees of the lethodist Bpiscopul
Church South, *Gladeveter, Texas, ana to their successors in office;
t117 PLUGT, thaet ssid prenizes ghull be used, Lkept, walntained, and
disposed of, as a place ol divine worship for the use of the ministry
and meubership of the i"etuodist EDloCOpql Church Scuth, Gladevater,
Texag;.., subject to the glcnnllne, usase, and ministerial ,pp01ntments
of dea Church, as= firom time to time suthoriged snd declared by the
General Couferencp of egid Church, and by the Annual Coufereince within
mhose bounds the said premises snd situated,™
# TiS AR 1 'AD“ PAY A?L“ TC T. L BRAY AND WIFE,BIRTITA OLIVE BRAY.'

Eﬁﬁﬁxuxxxmxhxxmnnxxﬁxxmxmﬂxxmxxmmﬁqumxmximxmxmﬁxﬁnxxmmwx@nx@ﬁammeX
nEMnubdemxmmxxWmm&xﬁtxﬁxﬁﬁxﬁxxﬁﬂﬁﬁu&&

have Grented, ’.old ahd Conveyed, and b Thefe sresgnts do Grant, Sell
aﬁd Lonvey uuté the sald Bod%d of TTUJ{PCS of the Fethodist Lpiscopal
Church Soutli, Gladevater, Texas, and to their successors in office;

. - - /ﬂ‘ - /C i ) [’ s r
have=Granted:—Sold-—and. Conveved, .. WMKWW@%

' -
of the County of  Grert ' . State of Teras , all that certain

Jots, tracts or parcels oi‘Ldnd gsitugted in Gladewater, Gregg County,
Texas, and being all of lots No's. Seventeen,(17), Bighteen (18),
Wineteen (19), Twenty (20), Twenty-One (213 and Twenty-Two (22)
“in Block Eight (8), of the townn of Gladewster, as shown by the official
map of said town, which is recorded in Vol. "A", page "3V, Deed Records
of Gregg County, Texas. Suld property being subject to an Oil and Gas
Legse now of record, Gregg County, Texas, AYD it is ACGREED AI'D UNDER-
STOOD by Grantor and Grantee herein that all 0il, Gas or Kineral interest
are reserved by Crantor, his heirs or assignsy, it being the Iintent and
purpose of thils instrument to convey the surface rights in and to the

property conveyed hereby; and no greater interest.




'I‘O HAVI‘ AND TO HOLD the above descrlbed premlses together with all and smgular, the

mghts and appmtenances thereto m anymse belonging unto the smd BOard; o;f‘ Trusbees !
of Methodlst Episcopal Church South, Glduewater, Texas, and to thetir. .
suocessore 1n office forever, . L : S SR

mmmmmm and we _ do hereby bind ourselves, our
| heirq, executors and administrators, to 'Wa'r'rant .and-For'e'“ver Defend all and -sirlgolar '-the -éeid -i)rexﬁise's'_'-

unto the sald Board. of Trustees of TIethodlet ‘Episcopal Church. Soutn, Glade-'
Water,_ Texas, and to thelr successors in offlce forever, S

L& xomdxxordony, againgt every person whomsoever lawfully claiming, or to claim the same or any

“part thereof.

But it is expressly agreed and stxpu]ated thm: the Vendors Llen 1s retamed agamst the abova

descrlbed property. premises and lmprovements, untll the above described note 8 and all
mterest thereon are fully paid according to th Gml_“ o -face and tenor,l_ effect and reading when this
deed shall become absolute. - - '

Witness  OUX hand 8 L at Glgdewstery Texas, this ~RBth - dayof |

Tebmuary A.D. 19 33.

. N
Witnesses=at-Request—of-Crrantor «




The State of Texas, . }

COUNTY OF... GT ig BEFORE ME, _thie undersimmed

avnthority.o..=° : in and for
Grecg SSR—: 11} 5 Texas, on this day personally appeared
Tel. Bray
known to me to be the Person....... whose pame...t.8 .. subscribed to the foregoing instrument, and acknowledged to
me thato ... L. S— executed the same for the purposes and ¢ 1s1deraho herein expresssed.

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL QF OF oghis... EA th . .day of... g3 oy A, T, 193,800

(1.5.)

Uregy Uounty, Texas.

"The State of Texas,
s pErorE ME, the uno crmaned

COUNTY OFGREGG' . .
avthori ty ; . , in and for
_ Greqsm e reavsamaar e ee et aa amminn County, Texay, on 1his day personally appeared
JPerths. Qlive Bray . ‘ Lwife of

TeLs Pray
known to me to be the person whose name is subscribed to the foregoing instrumient, and having been examined by me

privily and apart from her husband, and having the same fully explained to her, she, the said. ~Bertha Olive

Bray acknowledged such instrument to be her act and deed, and

she declared that she had willingly signed the same for the purposes and consideration therein cxpressed, and that she did

not wish 1o retraet it. )
GLVEN UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL OF OFFIGE, } is.. 2 .i?.?.l..day of ... Zetrusry A, 19-&.?’-

(L.5.}.

“The State of Texas,

COUNTY OF : - BEFORE ME, _—

, in and for

County, Texas, on this day personally appeared

. and

, his wife, both known to me to be

the persons whose names are subscribed to the foregoing ipstrument, and ackhowledged to me that they each exccuted the

same for the purposes and consideration therein expressed, and the said

, wife of the said

, having been examined by me privily and apart from her

husband, and having the same fully explained to hcr. she, the said

aclannwledged such jnstrument 1o he hor aet and dewt), and she deckared that she had wnllmyly stpned the same fm the
| purposes and consideration therein expressed, and that she did not wish to retract it,

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL OF OFFICL, this —day of ; A. D 19....

(LSS oo

The Btate of Texas,

AQMM) Ma - County

—
gjn hereby certify that.the foregoing instrument of writing dated on theg‘...a.. .....

with its Certificate of Authentication, was filed for record in my office on

the..‘...;& - . T sy off - g&é.ﬁ., =tt9. LD el ke a—-—/ M., and doly recorded this... /}. ——
A D, 192, at" ........... w'clock,

Jecords of said

day of... “. .
County, in Vniun‘_ .‘ "‘f 0] ey U pages?:’.l.ﬂl..-:?:[é: o
Witness my hand and seal of the County Court of said County, at office in ). St

County Clerk..

(L.S.)
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WARRANTY BEED

Vith Vendor’s Lien, Single, Joint and Wife’'s -
Separate Acknowledgmcnts ‘

FROM
T.L. Bray et -ux

Zertha Olive Bray

B o
Zogrd of Lrustees of
T —

——— i 2 at Sel ’“’:‘:.r;;h
~3EYERFSt-Epiecopal >
r

Gledeizter Texas,
FILED FOR RECORD

Thie .,..day n‘ &-’f"‘-\’/ , A D, 19$

" County Clerk.

By . , Deputy,

Q RECORDED _
i & N
o L9 . abpo 033

In [ Q’&"ﬁ 1—4-3 ob/ County Records

A /o Book LY ;7
.

Pagidl dmALS .

County C]-rk

By [G"’ﬁ-""’?v«rm—-_ﬂ M S Dcputy; -

- This Lnatfumem should pe filed xmmedxataly y(th the

County Clerk for Reacord.
Hartin Staticnery Ca. Dallas, Tezan

By
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The History of
First United Methodist Church
Gladewater, Texas

The First United Methodist Church of Gladewater was organized October 1, 1922 in the
home of Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Godfrey. Twelve adults and two children were present. By 1923,
the membership numbered forty-five. This first church was known as the Methodist Episcopal
Church.

From this modest beginning, a one-room sanctuary was built and known as “the little
white church.” The site was built on land purchased from J.A. Godfrey located in Block 4 of the
Martha Dillard headright survey. This is near the Broadway School. In 1924, the sanctuary was
dedicated and Dr. C. C. Selecman of Southern Methodist University delivered the dedicatory
sermon,

Rev. J. L. Willis, a student preacher from Southern Methodist University, was the first
pastor. For twenty-five years, the church was in the Tyler District but became part of the
Longview District in 1947. For about ten years, it was in the Winona Circuit with two to five
other churches. Worship services were held once a month, but Sunday School met every
Sunday.

Shortly, after the founding of the church, the Woman’s Missionary Society was
organized. Since that time, the missionary society has supported the local church, community
and worldwide projects with gifts and prayers.

With the discovery of oil in East Texas in 1931, the church had a sudden and extensive
growth. The church became a full time pastorate in 1932. This brought the need for a parsonage
and a larger church. Under the lcadership of Reverend J.H. Malone (1932-1933,) a new church
site was purchased from Mr. and Mrs, Thornton Bray for $2100. There was a cash payment of
$600 and three yearly instaliments of $500. This is the site of the current church at the corner of
Ferry and Quitman.

In 1933, construction of a “beautiful, modern seven room cream colored brick residence”
was completed. The Reverend J. H. Malone and family were the first to occupy the parsonage.

Under the pastorate of Reverend Erwin Jackson, the cornerstone for the present building
was laid on December 19, 1935. The church was “red brick, split level building of traditional
design with eight cathedral stained glass windows.” Immediately behind the sanctuary, the two
stories held classrooms and office space. The third story held classrooms and a prayer room.
The church was dedicated on September 19, 1937 in the ministry of Reverend J. C. Thomson.

When Reverend L. Eugene Harris (1947-1951) became pastor membership jumped from
864 to 937. Such tremendous growth made necessary the erection of the Education/F ellowship
Hall. This was added to the south side of the original building and completed in 1951. This
addition provided a fellowship area (later named Jeter Hall,) a well-equipped kitchen and more
classrooms. On the back lot next to the Fellowship Hall a home was built for the new Minister
of Music, Robert Godwin. This apartment later became the church’s Youth Director residence.
On January 31, 1945, the church began sponsoring Cub Scout Pack 196 with Mrs. A.L. O’Brien
serving as Den Mother.

Air-conditioning was added to the entire church plant in 1954. This was during the
ministry of Reverend Compton Riley. At the same time the parsonage was redecorated and a



Landscaping Fund was established. A dedication service that year marked the retiring of the
original $80,000 indebtedness. Dr. E. E. Peeples was guest speaker.

The Methodist Men’s group was organized during the early pastorate of the Reverend
Clyde Thomas (1955-1958). The men served many community banquets raising money for
various church projects. Raymond Scurlock was the first president. This group funded and laid
the tile throughout the Education Building. A Vacation Bible School was started at this time.
Also, under Reverend Thomas’ pastorate the sanctuary was completely re-lighted, redecorated
and carpeted. The narthex and the balcony were enlargements to the sanctuary in 1957. The
First Annual Homecoming was held in the newly re-modeled and redecorated sanctuary in 1958.
Reverend Mouzo Bass, district superintendent of the Longview District, delivered the sermon.

Under the guidance of Reverend Joe Strother (1958-1960,) the parsonage was insulated
- and another bath was added. The Education Wing/ Fellowship Hall was repaired, re-roofed,
extensively weatherproofed, and painted. The church and steeple were re-roofed and painted.

The Reverend Donald R. Box (1961-1964) was the next pastor. The church resumed
sponsorship of Cub Scout Pack 196 in 1963.

Reverend Bryant Young (1964-1966) guided the church through the air-conditioning of
the parsonage. The outside of the church was painted and the stained glass windows were
cleaned and repaired at this time.

From 1966 to 1971, Reverend James Brannen served the church. During his tenure, the
last payment on the building note was made and the church was dedicated on October 22, 1966
as “The Methodist Church.” Mr. and Mrs. C. Quentin Abernathy donated the lot north across
from the sanctuary for parking and recreation, in 1967. In 1968, the church became known as
“The First United Methodist Church” when it joined the Evangelical United Brethren Church.
Also, during this time frame the Fellowship Hall was renamed Jeter Hall in honor of Mrs. Lyle
Jeter.

Extensive remodeling, redecorating, and reorganization of the Children’s Division were
accomplished in 1971-1972 under the guidance of Mrs. Jack Finley. In 1973, the entire church
was refurbished while Reverend Conrad Winborn, Jr. (1971-1975) was pastor. In the summer of
1973, Mrs. John Marshall directed an outreach training project entitled Motor Development
Training Program. It was offered to all pre-school children of the community who wished to
participate. About 100 children and 20 adults participated. The first Youth Director, Rick Sadler
came in 1973 and continued with Reverend Carlos Davis (1975) and Reverend Leon Grissam
(1976.) The Seckers Sunday School class was organized in 1976 with Ann Bost serving as their
first teacher.

During the pastorate of Reverend Frank Cady (1976-1983), a new parsonage was
acquired. The old parsonage was renamed the Annex. Sometime during this pastorate, the
Ladies Friendship class disbanded due to loss of members to death. Mrs. I.B. Poston was their
last teacher. She joined the Twentieth Century class. Around 1980, money was donated by
Mack Rankin to remodel the kitchen and install new equipment, in memeory of his grandparents,
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Bean. Susan Poole was Youth Director from1976 to 1980. Patricia Parish
served under both Reverend Cady and Reverend Joe Fort (198 3-1986.)

Laura Buckner replaced Patricia Parrish in 1984 and continued through Reverend D.
Nick Scholars (1986-1988.) An Acolyte program was started under the guidance of Alice
Tucker. Lucille Daniel purchased new choir robes in 1987. The Friendship Class was
organized in 1988 with Bill Corbin serving as their first teacher, followed by Brian Kirbo.



Reverend Guy Pry served First United Methodist from 1988-1992. Terry Fleming served
as Youth Director under Reverend Pry. A group was formed on January 10, 1989 called the
Creative Christians. This is a group of quilters, painters and other artistic crafters. They sell
their creative objects and this money was used for various church remodeling projects. One of
their first big projects was to cover the sanctuary windows with lex-ann for protection, added a
stairway from the lower floor up to the sanctuary, replaced sanctuary ceiling tiles and new
lighting installed. Other funding by the Creative Christians at this time was for hearing impaired
equipment and mobile microphone for the minister, The Ages and Stages class was formed
in1990 Beginning early in 1991, an additional service was added before Sunday school to
Sunday morning worship. Initially the Youth Director, Terry Fleming, directed the music during
this service. In 1992, a lot across from the sanctuary was purchased from Lucille Daniel. With
this purchase, plans for a Christian Life Center were formulated. Funding for the C.L.C. came
from annual pledges of church members and Sunday school classes, plus donations from
Creative Christians. Mother’s Day out was organized this same year for a one day a week
program, but quickly needed to add a second day. A major improvement for the handicap was
made with the addition of a chair lift to the east side of the Narthex during 1992,

Creative Christians were responsible for purchasing additional cribs for the nursery and
an intercom from the nursery to the ushers in 1993. Jay Edwards, Jimmy White, Tony Sasser
and several other men were responsible for starting the Gladewater Youth Basketball League in
1993, providing an opportunity for Children 6-12 to participate on an organized team and
compete against other teams. In 1994 the Discipleship Class was organized and Mattie Finley
was its first teacher. The Friendship class changed its name to the Caffey Friendship class in
1995. Dot and Ballard Caffey were named “Teachers of the Year” at Annual Conference.
Reverend Clayton Gilpin (1992-1996) restored the Children’s Choirs in 1994 and added a Praise
Team, in lieu of a music director, to lead the music in the Early Service (8:30.) Gordon
Dilahunty was the Youth Director under Reverend Gilpin (1992-1996.) A dedication of the
Christian Life Center was held on February 27,1994 with District Superintendent, Don Meador
present. Projects funded by the Creative Christians this year included indoor/outdoor carpet at
the three outdoor entryways, weatherproof upholstery for the chairlifi, a cover for the chairlift,
stalls for the girls restroom in the upstairs Education Wing, and restoration of two the downstairs
restrooms, replacement of the Prayer rail kneeling pad, curtain around the organ, new ropes at
balcony entries and pew cushions repaired. An anonymous donor replaced the curtain behind the
Cross.

In1996, Reverend Wayne Flowers (1996-2002) became pastor. The Crouch Class
(named in memory of beloved teacher, Marybeth Crouch) disbanded in 1998. Reverend Flowers
was the first teacher of the New Generations class organized in March 1998. Ryan Batley,
Nancy Flowers, Mark Meador, Donivan Flowers and Doug Roberts all served as Youth Directors
during Revered Flowers ministry. The Children’s Choirs were continued under the direction of
Rome Smith (1996-1998) and Nancy Flowers in 1999. A group of young, adult men organized
First Men, who meet on the second and fourth Sundays of each month at 7:30 A.M. for Bible
study and fellowship. Changes were made to the front of the sanctuary to provide an opening in
the Prayer rail, along with repainting the sanctuary, refinishing the pews and painting the church
steeple. In addition to these changes, two air-conditioners were installed in the kitchen. A
Grand piano was given in memory of Wayne Thompson and dedicated on November 11, 1998.
The Worship On Wednesday ( W.0.W.) service began in 2000 with a fellowship dinner,



followed by worship and various church related activities, such as choir practice and Bible
Buddies for the children. The church began its sponsorship of Boy Scout Troop 198 in 2000,

Doug Roberts has continued as Youth Director into the pastorate of Reverend John
Newsome (2002-2004.) The first service on Sunday morning was renamed the Praise Service in
2002.

In 2004, the Education Wing and Jeter Hall were renovated. Jeter Hall got a new
ceiling/roof and new window treatments. The renovations to the Education Wing were new
carpet, new ceiling/ roof, modernization of both boys and girls bathrooms, and moving the
Secretary’s office to the room at the entrance of Jeter Hall. Mother’s Day Out and the Director
of Youth Ministry were moved into the old office. As of February 17, 2004, the Creative
Christians have contributed $82,732.86 to the church. Of that amount, $11,490.00 was given to
the Christian Life Center’s building fund. 7

Our current Music Director is Mike Morrison, the Assistant Superintendent of
Gladewater Schools. Some of the other Music Directors were: Wilson Godfrey, Richard Herbsi,
Dr. David Morrison, Ken Bennet, Dale Miller, Eileen Davis, Jerry Kates, Fran Magown and
Michael Williams. Our current organist is Jan Corbin and pianist is Tammy Stafford. Some
others that have served us in the past are: Mrs. Virgil Tims, Eddie Mae Dawson, Gloria Hale,
Carla Fleming, Anna Doris Pirtle, Nancy Flowers, Wanda Marlowe, Marilyn Godfrey, and
Kathy McGriffin.

Summer of 2004 brought a first for a current member of our church to be hired as
a Youth Director. The Henderson, Texas Methodist church, hired Sean Flowers, son of former
Pastor Wayne Flowers. Also that summer, the original parsonage, known as the Annex was
renamed The Godfrey House to honor the original founders of the church.



OFFICIAL TEXAS HISTORICAL MARKER
APPLICATION FORM

THC use only _ ~ Please compiete both sides of form.

Proposed marker titte: FArst United Methodist Church of Gladewater
(Title subject to change by Texas Historical Commission staff and/or Stale Marker Review Board.)

Gounty: __ GRETG Nearest town {on state highway map): 3ladewater
Marker location (street address and city, or specific directions from nearest town on state hlghway map): ‘
208 W, Qultman Street, Gladewater 75647

Will the marker go at the actual site of the lopic being marked? XiYes D No the answer is no, provide the distance and directions to
the actual location frony the marker {i.e. 100 yards east). Note that grave markers, Recorded Texas Hlstouc Landmark markers and
Historic Texas Cemetery markers must be piaced at the actual sites,

APPROVAL CF COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION
The county historical commission (CHC) must approve the marker application, narrative history and docurrientation before they are forwarded
to the THC. The signature of the representative below signifies the CHC has reviewed and epproved the application in full.

Printed name pf CHC chair or marker gomimittes chair: _Norman Black, D,.D.S.

Signature: %’zu/«uu-« /éf;uz A _ Date:

Mailing address: 417 _Mobberly Ave . City, zip: Longview, TX 75602

Daytime phone: _ 903/ 757-2261 Fax: _9C3/T53~K337 Email: _norman.plack@cn.gre pe.bX. us

“The CHC or marker committee chair will be the primary contact regarding the application. The marker committee chair's signaluré i3
valid only if nofification is properly filed with the THC (call 512/463-5853 to request a form),

PERMISSION OF PROPERTY OWNER FOR MARKER PLACEMENT

Permission from the property owner for placement of a marker is required. Provide the name of a contact person if the owner is an
institution, organlzat:on or public entity. Do not complete this section if the marker i< to be placed on right-of-way mamlamed by
the Texas Department of Transportation. .

Name: Ff’g'l“ UV\\ {--(,g\, {\'iﬁ:q’\D é—tg

Contact person (if ap |c,able) City, zip: (sladewa tev, Tx 2 ‘5634.?
Mailing aeilress Box Vo™ B = :
Phone: 105 84“ t: 55 Fax: Emnail:

Owner's signature; %WM
- — A

Do you wish to receive copies of ali correspondence concerning this marker application? X Yes ?Ki No

Mrs Levis B \Willpus
PAYMENT INFORMATION {payment form will be sent to the following): '
Name: _Lorls B. Williams
Centact person (if applicable): __2ame
Mailing address: _F, 0, Box 221 City, zip: Gladewster, TX 75647
Daytime phone: __903/845-481 1 Fax: Email: ___ ‘

SHIPPING INSTRUCTIONS . _

tn order to facilitale delivery of the marker, neither post office box numbers nor rural route numbers can be accepted. To avoid additional
shipping charges and time defays, use a business street address (Open 8 a.m.—5 p.m., Monday-Friday). If the marker is to b placed
an state highway right-of-way, it will be shlpped directly to the district highway engineer.

Name: _DIr'. Norman Rlack

Street address: _ 417 Mobberly Ave.

City, zip: __Longview, Texas 75602 Daytime phone: _ 903/ 757-2261

(OVER)



TYPE AND SIZE OF MARKER DESIRED

m SUBJECT MARKERS :

Subject markers are educational in nature and convey no legal restrictions to the property. They are appropriate for tapics such as church
congregalions, schools, towns, businesses, persons, events and institutions. These markers should not be attached to buildings; if the
marker is to be attached to a surface other than the foundry-provided post, please provide the requested information in the space below.

0 16" x 12" grave marker (comes with mounting bar) ... ... . . i i s $ 425
0 27" x 42" marker With POSE . ..ottt i i e $1,250°
0 27" x 42" marker without post (for attachment to e e e e e $1,150
0 18" x 28" marker withpost . . ... .............. ... e e e e $ 850

CY 18" x 28" marker without post (for attachment to ) e e e e $ 750

B RECORDED TEXAS HISTORIC LANDMARK MARKERS

Markers conveying the Recorded Texas Historic Landmark (RTHL) designation are reserved solely for historic structures deemed worthy:
of recognition for their architectural integrity and historical associations. The HTHL designalion carries a measure of legal protection
(see Marker Policiesj 13 through 18}, therefore a legal description (lot and block numbers) is required. The most commonly used mark-
er for conveying theidesignation is the medallion and plaque (also referred to as a building marker); however, subject markers may also
be used 1o provide more information. If the marker is to be mounted directly onto a structure, care should be taken to avoid damaging
historic building material. Note that RTHL markers must go at the site for which the designation is given.

1 Medallion and 16" x 12" plagque with PoOSt . . .. .. . i e $ 525
{1 Medallion and 16" x 12" plaque without post (for attachment to | $ 425
Q 27" x 42" marker With POSE . .. ..o oo e $1,250
0 27" x 42" marker without post (for attachment to | I $1,150
D 18" X 28" MaFKEr With POSE .« 1 e e et ettt et et et e e e $ 850
0 18" x.28" ma;rker without post {for attachment to Y e e $ 750

1 ‘ S
Legal description of property (lot and block number; metes and bounds):

A11 of lote 17, 18, 19, 20, 21 and 22 of block 8 in the City ot
Gladewatér, Texas., Recorded in °Gregs County Deed Records vol., 4, p. 3.

® HISTORIC TEXAS CEMETERY MARKERS |

The purchase and display of a historical marker is not a required component of the Historic Texas Cemetery (HTC) designation, but the
THC offars options for those situations in which a marker will contribute to preservation or interpretation. Only cemeleries with the HTC
designation are eligiélale for HTC markers, and the designation process must be complete before a marker application can be processed.
Once the designation is awarded, no additional documentation is required for an HTC medallion ar medallion with name and date
plague. For medallions with interpretive plagues, however, the same type of history and documentation required for subject

markers and RTHL markers is necessary.

Medallions only and medallions with naime and date plaques:

1 Medallion only, without post {for attachment to P $ 250
0 Medallion only, with hardware to attach to existing state historical markerpost ........ .. ... ... ... . ... $ 300
0 Medallion only, With POSE . .. . ..ttt e $ 400
Q Medallion and 12" x 6" name and date plaque, without post (for attachment to ) SR $ 500
1 Medallion and 12" x 8" name and date plaque, withpost ... .............. e e et $ 600
Medallions with interpretive plaques:
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THE HISTORY OF
THE FIRST METHODIST CHURCH
OF

GLADEWATER, TEXAS

In the mid 1840s portions of East Texas were sparsely settled. Indians had been
the predominant occupants of this land until 1839. Anglo-Americans from the Deep
South began to realize the advantage of moving to this new state and making a home

lamong the forested rolling hills. Many of these pioneers were farmers and were betting
their entire lives on the inexpensive, rich, fertile land of southeast Upshur County. (This
area became Gregg County in 1873.)

There were several roads scattered throughout Upshﬁr County because of the
proximity of the towns of Jefferson and Shreveport. People as far west as Dallas traveled
the Marshall-Tyler Road (now U.S. 80) to these cities to sell their cotton, wool and hides
and to purchase supplies. Oxen-drawn wagons, often with as many as one hundred
wagons in a train, followed this road. The drivers were jolly and rough and would pop
their long cow whips so fast that the sound resembled that of rapid gun fire. Many early
settlers entered this area of Texas from the east along this narrow clay road, often called
the Red Rock Road in this area.

Early communities in this area were Red Rock, Bethel, Rock Springs, St. Clair
and Point Pleasant. Although Stephen Austin settled in Texas in 1824 it was not until the |

Indians were removed in 1839 that Anglo settlers began to move into the area.



Development came much quicker when the railroad came to East Texas from
Shreveport in the early 1870s. By 1873, the Texas and Pacific Railroad came to what
was 1o be Gladewater. The town was platied and began to grow. As with all railroad
towns schools and churches were high on the list of importance to the new citizens.

However, most churches in Gladewater did not organize until after oil was discovered in

1930.

The original group of Methodists to organize a church held their first meeting in
the home of Mr. and Mrs. J. A Godfresr on October 1, 1922, Twelve adults and two
children were present‘. The Rev. H. T. Perritt@of the First Methodist Church, Longview 15y ver
supervised the organization. This church was known as the Methodist Episcopal Church,\
South.1

From this modest beginning, the church membership grew and a one-room
sanctuary was built in 1922. It was a one-room structure known as “the little white
church”, and built on a site purchased from the J. A Godfrey’s for $500.00. This site was
located in Block 4 of the Martha Dillard headright survey and is currently part of tfle
playground of Broadway Elementary Séhool located at 200 Broadway Street.?

Shortly after the founding of the church the Wornan’s Missionary Society was
organized. Since that time, the missionary society has supported the local church,

community and worldwide projects with gifts and prayers.’

B Jeter, Mrs. Lyle, The History of the First Methodist Church of Gladewater, Gladewater Daily Mirror,
December 24-27, 1953.

? “Methodists to Dedicate Church in Gladewater with All-Day Program”

, The Gladewater Texas Daily Times-Tribune, September 19, 1937.

3 Commeimoration Bookiet of the 50" Anniversary of Qur church, First United Methodist Church
[Gladewater, Texas].




Continued growth prompted the need for a new church. In 1930, the great East
Texas Oil Field, the largest in the world at that time, resulted in an overnight population
explosion in Gregg County. The town of Gladewater had a forest of oil well derricks and
many refineries.* Under the leadership of J. H. Malone (1932-1933) a new church site
was purchased from Mr. and Mrs. Thornton Bray for $2,1 00.00. There was a cash
payment of $600.00 and three yearly installments of $500.00 each. This church site is the
corner of Quitmari and Ferry Streets’ as recorded in Gregg County Deed Records vol,, A.,
p. 3, February 25, 1933. |

In 1933, construction of a “beautiful, modern seven room, cream colored brick
residence” was completed. The Rev. J. H. Malone and family were the first to occupy the
parsonage.

Under the pastorate of Erwin Jackson, the cornerstone for the present building
was laid on December 18, 1935, The church was “red brick, split level building of
traditional design with eight cathedral stained glass windows.” Immediately behind the
sanctuary, the two stories held classrooms and office space. The third story held
classrooms and a prayer room. The church was dedicated two years later on September
18, 1937.°

When Rev. L. Eugene Harris (1947-1950) became pastor membership jumped
from 684 to 937. Such tremendous growth made necessary the erection of the Education
Wing/Fellowship Hall. This was added to the south side of the original building and

completed in 1951. This construction provided a fellowship hall, a well-equipped kitchen

“ Gregg County Historical Commission files.
Commemoration booklet, op..cit.

8 ibid.




s

and church schoolrooms. On the back of the lot next to this Education Wing/Fellowship
Hall’s home was built for the new Minister of Music, Robert Godwin.’

“Air conditioning was added to both church offices and the entire church plant
was air-conditioned by 1954.” At the same time the parsonage was redecorated and a
landscaping fund was established.®

The Methodist Men’s Group was organized during the pastorate of Rev. Clyde
Thomas (1955-1958). The purpose of the group was to promote active interest in church
projects and programs.

The sanctuary was enlarged in 1957 with the additions of a balcony and the
narthex. A stained glass window was put in the narthex and dedicated to the memory of
Bala Leake, Jr., who died in action in World War Il. The sanctuary was re-lighted,
redecorated and re-carpeted at the same time.”

Under the guidance of Rev. Joe Strother (1958-1960), the parsonagé was
insulated and a new bath added. The Educational Wing/Fellowship Hall was repaired
and extensively weatherproofed and painted. The church and steeple were re-roofed and
exterior painting was given to both units.'°

The Church began sponsoring Cub Scout Pack 106 in 1963 but discontinued this a
few years later. Currently the church sponsors Boy
Scout Troup 198 having begun in the year 2000.

Rev. Bryant Young began his service to this church in 1964 and

7 ibid.
¥ ibid.
? ibid.
19 ihid.



continued through 1965. During his .time of service the parsonage was air-conditioned.
The outside of the church was repainted and the stained glass windows were cleaned and
repaired.

From 1966 to 1972, Rev. James Brannan began his service to this church. During
his tenure the last payment on the building note was made and the church was dedicated
on October 22, 1966, as “The Methodist Church “. In 1968, the church became known as
“The First ‘United Methodisf Church” when it joined with the United Brethren Methodist
Church. The Fellowship Hall was renamed Jeter Hall in honor of Mrs. Lyle Jeter during
this time period.

In 1967, Mr. and Mrs. C.Q. Abernathy donated the lot across from the sanctuary
for parking and recreation.

A new parsonage was acquired under the pastorate of Rev. Frank Cady (1976-
1983). The old parsonage was then named the Annex.

In the summer of 1973, an outreach project entitled Motor Development Training
Program was directed by Mrs. John Marshall. It was offered to all pre-school children of
the community who wished to participate. Approximately 100 children and about 20
parents participated. Plans for another similar program were made for 1974,

Since this time other outreach programs that have been initiated and recorded by
the members of the First United Methodist Church are:

1989 Mothers’ Day Out. This started as once a week and with a couple of years

it had expanded to twice weekly.

1990 Creative Christians. A group of men and women meeting

weekly to create things to sell and in turn spend the money
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for special projects and needs of the church.

1993 Gladewater Youth Basketball Leagune. Providing an
opportunity for children ages 6-12 to participate on an
organized team and in competition with other teams..

1994 Childrén’s Choir. This was open to all children in the
community from first to fifth grades.

1998 Worship on Wednesday Service. A full meal was offered

before a worship service to anyone in the entire community.

2000 Sponsor Boy Scout Troup 198.

Loris B. Williams

Partial editing by Norman Black



Pastors of the First United Methodist Church--Gladewater

3. L. Willis

Dr. W. K. Strother, Jr.

W. M Bass

oo
R
®]
=
(4]
A

Jesse C. Thompson
C. L. Williams
Clinton L. Bowen
Joe C. Shaw
M. R. Turner
L. Eugene Harris
Compton Riley
Clyde E. Thomas
Joe S. Strother
Donald R. Box
Bryant Young
James A. Brannen
Conrad W. Winborn
Carlos Davis
Leon Grissom
Frank Cady
Joe Fort, Sr.
D. Nick Scholars
Guy E. Pry
" L. Clayton Gilpin
C. Wayne Flowers
. John Newsome

1922-1923
1923-1924
1924-1925
1925-1926
1926-1928
1928-1929
1929-1932
1932
1932-1933
1933-1936
1936-1938
1938-1939
1940

1941
1942-1947
1947-1951
1951-1955
1955-1958
1958-1961
1961-1964
1964-1966
1966-1971
1971-1975
1975

1976
1976-1983
1983-1986
1986-1988
1988-1992
1992-1996
1996-2002
2002-




BIBLIOGRAPHY

Files, Gregg County Historical Commission

First United Methodist Church, Gladewater, Texas "Commemorative Booklet of the Sl
Anniversary of Our Church”, n.d.

Gladewater, Texas Daily Times-Tribune, September 19, 1937,
“Methodists to Dedicate Church in Gladewater with All-Day
Program.

Jeter, Mrs. Lyle, The History of the First Methodist Church, December 24, 1953.




- Pastors of the First United Methodist Church--Gladewater

L. Willis

J.
Dr. W. K. Strother, Jr.
J.
J.

W. Shoemaker
N. Vincent

W. M. Bass

G, C. Childress

D. E. Sneller

A. A. Rider

J. H. Malone

Erwin Jackson

Jesse C. Thompson

C. L. Williams

Clinton L. Bowen

- Joe C. Shaw

M. R. Turner

L. Eugene Harris
Compton Riley
Clyde E. Thomas
Joe S. Strother
Donald R. Box
Bryant Young
James A. Brannen
Counrad W. Winborn
Carlos Davis
Leon Grissom
Frank Cady

Joe Fort, Sr.

D, Nick Scholars
Guy E. Pry

L. Clayton Gilpin
C. Wayne Flowers
John Newsome

1922-1923
1923-1924
1924-1925
1925-1926
1926-1928
1928-1929
19291932
1932
1932-1933
1933-1936
1936-1938
1938-1939
1940

1941
1942-1947
1947-1951
1951-1955
1955-1958
1958-1961
1961-1964
1964-1966
1966-1971
1971-1975
1975

1976
1976-1983
1983-1986
1986-1988
1988-1992
1992-1996
1996-2002
2002-



BIBLIOGRAPHY
Files, Gregg County Historical Commission
First United Methodist Church, Gladewater, Texas "Commemorative Booklet of the so™
Anniversary of Our Church”, n.d.
Gladewater, Texas Daily Times-Tribune, September 19, 1937,
“Methodists to Dedicate Church in Gladewater with All-Day
Program.
Jeter, Mrs. Lyle, The History of the First Methodist Church, December 24, 1953.




- Propsed  moveer stta
Nw Coyner

Q'O ne OZDJ;(-



e a’loncf



R

.




g
GAGERT IELTY
STAIE PAR .

f?wu\mssono

\ LASEATER

/
e .
/'\.

=),

KELLYVILLE

5
HOMESBORD
ROSEWOOD
7

- §INGSO
L _crapEL

a?} 7.06

_—" » 7 ar
&
.,{?

"‘\SI'ARHVILL!.

iR
%Z:

HARRISON

. s.c Bing

e BULL AR,
v\ -

13 d J : \ ENRYS
'é ’ I ‘CIIM'ELJ"




HIDIE

..Jéa‘ica:sfuﬁf it

.

o
x
-

&
<,
e

o

g

o) w2

= u.wg
ARl

YESTA (U Wiy 2274

NELWYK
e R g
S0P gy

y:Marketing, Inc. 1987
AiLRights Resegved




Building Methodism in Gladewater

The original group of Methodist to organize a church held their first
meeting in the home of Mr. and Mrs. J.A. Godfrey on October 1, 1922. The
Reverend H.T. Perritte of the First Methodist Church, Longwew supervised
the organization. (1)

Those attending this meeting were Mr. and Mrs. Godfrey, their sons—
Gordon and Wilson Godfrey, Mr. and Mrs. C. V. Rhodes, Mr. and Mrs. Ned
Porter, Mr. and Mrs. G.A. Cox, Mrs. John Jeter, Mrs. Jeff Johnson, Mrs. Carl
Everett, and T.M. Wadsworth. Other charter members were Mrs. Lillian
Hendrix, Mrs. Tom Cole, Mrs. Sam Kay, Mrs. J.W. McComic, Bonnie and
Ruby Cox, Mr. and Mrs. C A. Magrill and E. A. Hearne, lay preachetr. (1)

From the modest beginning in the home of Mr. and Mrs. Godfrey, the
church membership began to grow and a one-room structure known as the
"little white church” was constructed in 1923 on a sﬂe donated by Mr. and
Mrs. J. A, Godfrey. (1)

with the oil boom and the influx of people the membership grew rapidly
creating the need for a larger church. Under the pastorate of Erwin Jackson,
the cornerstone for the present building was laid on December 15, 1935.
The dedication of this new church building was held on December 10, 1937
at an all day program. Dr. J. Z. Tower, District Superintendent of Tyler,
formally accepted “The First United Methodist Church of Gladewater” that
day. (2)

This church building was enlarged with a balcony and narthex in 1957.
The renovations included relighting, redecorating, and new carpeting. This
was accomplished under the chairmanship of Ovid Phillips. (3)

1. Mrs. Lyle Jeter, “The History of the First Methodist Church of
Gladewater,” Gladewater Daily Mirror, December 24-27,1953

2. “ Methodist to Dedicate Church in Gladewater with All-Day Program”,
The Gladewater Texas Daily Times-Tribune, September 19, 1937.

3. Commemoration Booklet of the 50" Anniversary of Our Church
1922/1972, First United Methodist Church.
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A Brief History of
First United Methodist Church

QUITMAN AT FERRY ST.
GLADEWATER, TEXAS

Conrad Winborn, Pastor

In Commemoration of the

50th Anniversary of Our Church
1922/1972

AND

GLADEWATER CENTENNIAL
1873/1973
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Longview Distriet, was Buest speaker for the morning
service. An old-fashioned basket lunch was served at noon,
after which guests and charter members were recognized,
Dr. Joe Z. Tower, pastor of the First Methodist Church of
Lufkin, conducted the evening service. Mrs. Mark Day was
general chairman for this celebration,

In 1958 new members numbered 51.

During the ministry of Rev, Joe Strother ( 1958-1960),
119 members were ded to the church roll. At the first

combined plants were given an exterior painting,

In 1960 special effort Was made to retire the debt of
the church, That year Rev. Mouzon Bass, who had become
district superintencent of the Longview District in 1954,
died and was replaced by Rev. Walter E. Willis,

sermon of the day—“The Chaos of Compromise.,” As a .
pert of the morning worship service, Mrs. Lyle Jeter was
presented an engrossment, considered the “Nobel Prize”
of Methodism, for twenty-six years.of service a5 communion
steward. Mrs. Mark Day, chairman of Communion of
Christian Worship, made the presentation Mye Taea. 1.1



A Brief History of
First United Methodist Church of Gladewater

The First United Methodist Church is celebrating its
1972 Fiftieth Anniversary in conjunction with the 1973
Centennial Celebration of the city of Gladewater. Ninety
years after entering Texas in 1833, organized Methodism
reached Gladewater, though Methodist adherents wor-
shiped in the area during the early 1900%.

On October 1, 1922, the First United Methodist Church
of Gladewater had its beginning in the home of Mr. and
Mrs. ]. A. Godfrey. The Rev. H. T. Perritte, young pastor
of the First Methodist Church, Longv1ew supervised the
organization.

Present at thls _meeting

; were Mr and Mrs.. Godfrey,

McComlc, Bonme and Ruby Cax Mr
Magrill,-and E. A. Hearne, lay preacher.

By 1923 the congregation numbered forty-five. Early
additions included Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Jeter. Elected Sunday
school superintendent in 1924, Mr. Jeter held this office
until his death in 1948. For fifty years Mrs. Jeter has been
a devoted, generous, beloved leader in the congregation,
having served twenty-six years as communion steward.

During its first twenty-five years the Gladewater
church was in the Tyler District. For about ten years it
was on the Winona Circuit with two to five churches
under Presiding Elders L. B. Elrod, W. F. Andrews, H. C.
Willis, and W. F. Bryan. The first pastor was Rev. J. L.
Willis, a student preacher from Southern Methodist Uni-
versity.

The first sanctuary was built south of the Broadway
Elementary School on land donated by the Godfrey family.
During the construction the small congregation worshiped
in the Baptist and Church of Christ churches and the
school building. Rev. Willis even helped in the construc-
tion, often being seen on the roof nailing shingles while
Mr. Godfrey was cutting and placing siding.

. The “little white church” was a one-room frame struc-
tufe with*@’ high, shingled roof, double front doors,-pro-
tected by a small covered porch, a rear side door on the
left, and five windows on each side. Hard, handmade
uncomfortable benches served as pews. Sometimes a wide

erack between the boards of a bench, according to Gordori -

Godirey, caught part of a member’s clothing and held

fast—much to his embarrassment! A wood stove furnished
warmth in winter; hand fans appeared in summer. To
escape the heat, the youth often retreated to the porch
to hear their lessons or even to the coolness of the shade
trees on the ground,

The first musical instrument was a handsome, old,
semi-pipe, hand-pump organ, a gift from the First Method-
ist Church of Longview. Mrs. C. V. Rhodes and Mrs, Carl
Everett were the first organists. Sometimes the pumper,
usually Carl Everett, Jr., neglected or forgot to pump if
something outside the window caught his eye, and the
music slowed down or even stopped. A sharp look or a
nudge recalled him to his duty, and suddenly the music
became louder than ever before. After singing, the five
choir members filed down to seats in front for the minister
to see a larger congregation as he preached.

The first collection plates were tin skillets. When the
offering was being taken, however, the cling of coins was
so audible that one day, while Mrs. Jeff Johnson and Mrs.
Sam Kay were cleaning the church, Mrs. Ola Jeter recalls,
they quietly hid these objectionable noise-makers behind
the pipes of the organ where they were never found.

Later a piano was bought from Mrs, Lillian Hendrix
for $150, which Mrs. C. V. Rhodes, Bonnie and Ruby Cox,
and Flossie Johnson, daughter of Mrs, Jeff Johnson, raised
by canvassing the town with tin collection plates.

Rev. Willis conducted worship services only once a
month, but Sunday school was held every Sunday. Mr.
N. E. Porter was the first Sunday school superintendent.
Rev. E. A. Hearne, Methodist lay preacher, and R. C.
“Dad” Burnett, father of the late Dick Burnett, ably filled
the pulpit in any emergency. Members always knew when
Mr. Burnett felt they had not done their duty, Mrs. Carl
Everett says, for he prayed a little louder and longer.

Two years after its construction the church was dedi-
cated, in 1924, A Methodist church, though consecrated
when it is built, is dedicated when it is free of debt. Dr.
C. C. Selecman, of Southern Methodist University, deliv-
cred the dedicatory sermon and presided cver the election
of the following trustees and stewards: Mrs, Jobn Jeter,
Mrs. Carl Everett, 1. A. Godirey, G. A, Cox, T. M. Wads-
worth, and Mrs, Jeff Johnson.

The first “protracted” meeting, held by Dr. King
Vivion, Jacksonville, a great spiritual leader, brought a
blessing to both the church and .the community. Lewis
Richardson, county clerk, of Longview, led the singing and
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TEXAS
"HISTORICAL
JOHN L. NAU, 11T, CHAIRMAN

C OMMISSION F. LAWERENCE OAKS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
The State Agency for Historic Preservation

RICK PERRY, GOVERNOR

TO: Dr. Norman Black, 903/757-2261

Loris B. Williams, 903/845-4811
FROM: Linda C. Henderson
RE: First United Methodigt Church of Gladewater

Gregg County, Job # 26904

DATE: June 15, 2005

Enclosed is the revised inscription for the aforementioned marker. Please review it for accuracy,
verify the proposed location, and check names, dates and facts. Please note the following:
¢ Because this is for an Official Texas Historical Marker, the final wording is up to the
Texas Historical Commission; we will, however, consider any substantive changes you
might suggest.
« If you have corrections to recommend, please make them on the attached copy and return it
to me. We ask that you not type a new version of the inscription.
e If you suggest adding information not included in the narrative history, we will need a
typed addendum to the file with appropriate documentation and notes.
- ePlease keep in mind that the inscription space is limited, so any suggested additions should
be accompanied by suggested omissions,
» The inscription draft you received is a working copy for the foundry’s use; the right-hand
margin will be justified on the finished marker.
» [f the requested changes are minor and agreed upon by all parties, no additional approval
letter will be sent. Therefore, please consider and proof the text carcfully before sending it
~ back to the THC.
¢ Please do not set a dedication date until you have received the marker. Due to the
many variabies in the process, we cannot guarantee delivery dates.

The marker cannot be ordered until we have approvals from each person noted above. Please
confer with each other to ensure consensus and to minimize the number of rewrites, wh1ch can
slow the marker process for you and for others.

Contact me with any inscription questions at the agency address or at the following:

Email: linda.henderson@thc.state.tx.us * Phone: 512/463-5851 * Fax: 512/475-3122

Notes: Please let me know if you have any questions.

P.O. BOX 12276 « AUSTIN, TX 78711-2276. * 512/463-6100 » FAX 512/475-4872 - TDD 1-800/735-2989
www. the. state. tx.us



Texas Historical Commission staff (LCH), 2/27/2005; revised 6/8/05

18" x 28" Official Texas Historical Marker with post

Gregg County (Job #26904) [Subject CH, ME (Atlas 13264) UTM: 15 317343E 3601563N
Location: Gladewater, 208 W Quitman

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
OF GLADEWATER

DEVELOPED AS A RAILROAD TOWN IN
THE 1870s, GLADEWATER GREW SLOWLY
BUT STEADILY IN THE FIRST DECADES OF
ITS EXISTENCE. IN 1922, TWELVE ADULTS
AND TWO CHILDREN LED BY THE REV. H.T.
PERRITTE OF LONGVIEW MET IN MR. AND
MRS. J.A. GODFREY'S HOME TO ORGANIZE
. A CONGREGATION OF THE METHODIST
'EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH. THEY SOON
BUILT A SIMPLE ONE-ROOM SANCTUARY.
THE CHURCH AND THE  TOWN
EXPERIENCED  DRAMATIC ~ GROWTH
BEGINNING IN THE 1930s, WHEN A LOCAL
OIL BOOM BROUGHT MORE RESIDENTS.
SINGE THAT TIME, MEMBERS HAVE
FORMED WOMEN'S AND MEN'S GROUPS
TO SUPPORT THE CHURCH AND ITS MANY
- SERVICES AND PROGRAMS.
(2005)

Check one and sigmn:

‘/Iappr'ove text as written. Proceed with order.
| approve text with minor revisions as noted. Proceed with order.
request these revisions and a new copy of text.

)
Signed: Mﬂ%y/ u/g'-‘_;?@"@é_/




TEXAS
HISTORICAL
JOHN L. NAU, III, CHATRMAN

C OMMISSION F. LAWERENCE OAKS, EXECUTTVE DIRECTOR
The State Agency for Historic Preservation

RICK PERRY, GOVERNGR

TO: Dr. Norman Black, Loris B. Williams

FROM: Dan K. Utley .

RE: First United Methodist Church of Gladewater, Gregg County
DATE: August 7, 2004

We received your application for an Official Texas Historical Marker, and we look forward to working
with you on the project. Please refer to your guidelines and application booklet, or check our web site
(www.thc.state.tx.us) under “markers and designations,” for information on the application process.

We have checked the application to be sure it includes all required components. If items are missing, they
- will be noted below and should be submitted as soon as possible so we can proceed with our full evaluation
once the application comes up for review in approximately 45 days. Please note that in order to be fair to all
marker applicants, we review the applications in the order in which they are received. Because of the many
variables and the length of time involved in the marker process, we are unable to estimate or promise
delivery dates. Please do not set a dedication date until the marker is received.

Items needed:

None; packet is complete. Thanks! [ Site plan

[] Signature of authorized CHC member [_] Floor plan delineating any changes

[ Signature of marker site property owner ["] Current photos of all exterior sides*

[] Type and size of marker requested [] Historic photos

] Photograph of the proposed marker site*  [_] Street address or directions to marker site

[] Documented narrative history [_] City/county map showing marker location

["1 Bibliography of sources cited ] Name, address, phone of marker recipient

[_] Endnotes or footnotes [_] Name and address of person who will pay for the marker
[] Legal description of property [] Application form outdated; current form required

[] Narrative should be double-spaced [[] Other (see additional notes below)

*Black and white photographs preferred; digital images, photocopies and instant camera pictures are not
acceptable for our review purposes.

Additional notes: None

The Texas Marker Team

For check-in and evaluations: For inscripfion questions: For billing and shipping:
Dan K. Utley Linda C. Henderson Egina Reyes
Chief Historian Q/ Historian Office Manager

- 512/475-2692 512/463-5851 512/463-6063
dan.utley@the state.tx.us linda henderson@thc.state.tx.us egina.reyes(@thc.state.tx.us

P.O. BOX 12276 » AUSTIN, TX 78711-2276 = 512/463-6100 » FAX 512/475-4872 - TDD 1-800/735-2589
www. the.state. be.us




First United Methodist Church—Gladewater

- Historical Marker Dedication

Master of Ceremonies:

Invocation:
Introduction of Guests:
Bishop

District Superintendent
Past Pastors

Mayor

Dedication of Marker:
Unveiling of Marker:
Reading of Test:

Benediction:

Dr. Norman Black,
Chairman Gregg County Historical
Commission

Reverend JOhn Newsome

Reverend john Newsome

Dr. Norman Black
Gordon Godfrey & Marityn Godfrey
Loris B. Williams

Dr. Jerry Neff



TEXAS RICK PERRY, GOVERNOR
HISTORICAL  JOHN L. NAU, IIl, CHAIRMAN
(COMMISSION F. LAWERENCE OAKS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
The State Agency for Historic Preservation

September 7, 2004

© Mrs. Loris B. Williams
POBox 321
Gladewater, TX 75647

RE: FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF GLADEWATER
18 x 28” Official Texas Historical Marker w/ post '
Job # 26904; Gregg County

Dear Mrs. Williams:

1 am pleased to notify you that the Texas Historical Commission has approved the above-referenced
topic for an Official Texas Historical Marker.

Payment for the marker, in the amount of $850.00, is now due. Please complete and return the
enclosed payment form at your earliest convenience. Once payment for the marker is received, your
application will be placed in line to have the marker mscnptlon written. The inscription will not be
written until after funds have been received. When the text is prepared, a copy will be sent to you and
any parties listed below for review and approval.

The Texas Historical Commission congratulates you on your efforts to record and preserve Texas
history.

Sincerely,

(a7

Dan K. Utley

Chief Historian

History Programs Division
dan.utley@thc.state.tx.us

pc:  Dr. Norman Black, Gregg CHC

P.O. BOX 12276 - AUSTIN, TX 787112276 + 512/463-6100 » FAX 512/475-4872 . TDD 1-800/735-2989
www. the.state.tx.us



N TEXAS

% HISTORICAL ~ HISTORY PROGRAMS DIVISION
COMMISSION 512/463-6063

PO. Box 12276 » Austin, TX 78711-2276

Official Texas Historical Marker

Payment Form
Marker Title: 3 AN Mad Y : < wak e
County: _Q‘LO:) =N Job Number: 2o O Amt. Enclosed: ﬁ £S0-0 Q

- .

Pledse specify method of payment: [ Check enclosed*
' O Visa
0 MasterCard

*Checks should be made payable to TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

Credit card number:

Exp. Date:

Signature:

FOR THC OFFICE USE ONLY:

Remittance #:
Check #:
Amount:




Texas Historical Commission staff (LCH), 2/27/2005

18" x 28" Official Texas Historical Marker with post '

Gregg County (Job #26904) [Subject CH, ME (Atlas 13264) UTM: 15 317343E 3601 563N
Location: Gladewater, 208 W Quitman ‘

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
OF GLADEWATER

DEVELOPED AS A RAILROAD TOWN IN
THE 1870s, GLADEWATER GREW SLOWLY
BUT STEADILY IN THE FIRST DECADES OF
ITS EXISTENCE. IN 1922, TWELVE ADULTS
AND TWO CHILDREN LED BY THE REV. H.T.
PERRITT OF LONGVIEW MET IN A HOME TO
ORGANIZE A CONGREGATION OF THE
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH.
THEY SOON BUILT A SIMPLE ONE-ROOM
SANCTUARY. THE CHURCH AND THE
TOWN EXPERIENCED DRAMATIC GROWTH
BEGINNING IN THE 1930s, WHEN A LOCAL
OIL BOOM BROUGHT MORE RESIDENTS,
 SINGE THAT TIME, MEMBERS HAVE
FORMED WOMEN'S AND MEN'S GROUPS
TO SUPPORT THE CHURCH AND ITS MANY
SERVICES AND PROGRAMS, WHICH
INCLUDE EDUCATION, YOUTH, MUSIC,
OUTREACH AND WORSHIP,

(2005)

Check one and sign:
| approve fext as written. Proceed with order. -
| approve text with minor revisions as noted. Proceed with order.
| request these revisions and a new copy of fext.

Signed:




TEXAS
HISTORICAL
COMMISSION

The State Agency for Historic Preservation

RICK PERRY, GOVERNOR

JOHN L. NAU, 111, CHAIRMAN

F. LAWERENCE OAKS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

TO: Dr. Norman Black, 903/757-2261
Mrs. Loris Williams, 903/845-4811
FROM: Linda C. Henderson

RE: First United Methodist Church of Gladewater
+ Gregg County, Job # 26904

DATE: March 17, 2005

Enclosed is the proposed inscription for the aforementioned marker. Please review it for accuracy,
verify the proposed location, and check names, dates and facts. As you review the inscription,
please note the following: :

e Because this is for an Official Texas Historical Marker, the final wording, including
punctuation, style and grammar, is up to the Texas Historical Commission.

o If you have corrections to recommend, please make them on the attached copy and return it
to me. We ask that you not type a new version of the inscription.

« If you suggest the addition of new information not included in the narrative history, we
will need a typed addendum to the file with appropriate documentation and notes.

- »Inscription space is limited, so-any suggested additions should be accompanied by
suggested omissions.

e The draft you received is a working copy for the foundry S usE; the right-hand margin will
be justified on the finished marker.

o If the requested changes are minor and agreed upon by all partles no additional approval
letter will be sent. Therefore, please consider and proof the text carefully before sending it
back to the THC. ‘

s We cannot mention anyone who has not been deceased for 10 years or more.

- o Please do not set a dedication date until you have received the marker. Due to the
many variables in the process, we cannot guarantee delivery dates.

The marker cannot be ordered until we have approvais from each person noted above. Please
“confer with each other to ensure consensus and to minimize the number of rewrltes which can

slow the marker process for you and for others.

I will be your contact person for all inscription questions, so please contact me at the agency
address or at the following: ‘

Email: linda-.henderson@thc.state.tx.us * Phone: 512/463-5851 * Fax:: 5-12/_4';:’5_-3_1122

Notes: Please let me know if you have any questions. -

P.O.BOX 12276 « AUSTIN, TX 78711-2276 = 512/463-6100 » FAX 512/475-4872 - TDD 1-800/735-298%
. www. the.state.ix.us



