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DEDICATION OF AN OFFICIAL TEXAS HISTORICAL MARKER FOR THE
- FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH - LONGVIEW

Welcome and Invocation by Dr. Jdim Elam. Pastor

Introduction of guests and Gregg County Historical

‘Commission by Dr. Black

‘Good morning,'ladies and gentlemen. As a continuation bf'
the morning services, I would 1ike to welcome you to the
dedication of an Official Texas Historical Marker: The
First Christian Church of Longview. This marker is
authorized by the State of Texas and sponsored by the Texas
Historical Cbmmission and the Gregyg County Historical

Commission.

The County Historical Commission is an arm of the county
government appointed by the county judge and the
commissioners court. It is the respbnsibility of ﬁhé
‘Historical Commission to protect our county's historical
heritage and to c00pefate with and encourage others in any

activity concerning the preservation of local history.

The histories of Texas and the Disciples of Christ are
closely intertwined and it is only fitting the we, today,
dedicate a memorial in the form of an Official Texas
Historical Marker to this church which has contributed so

much to the history of Longview and Gregg County.



INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS (If any)

Now Dr. Elam has some remarks for us...Dr. Elam.

TEXT OF MARKER

This church was organized in 1875 by.12 charter members.

The Congregation met in a schoolhouse until a frame
sanctuary was built later that year on.land deeded to the
church by the Texas and Pacific Railroad Company. James

P. Holloway, & promiﬁent area landowner, served as first
pastor. A new church building, erected in 1906, was
replaced with a brick sanctuary at this site in 1936. The
curch continues a long tradition of supporting numerous
ministries by offering various worship and outreach programs

and activities to the community.

ng.l(&%'( — j\fzvl]b{)w; oF ]17,1 C, C(/t-L/‘”UK,
?*z’(( p?{.m/\—k Y 7}:(}‘/ Ul_/(




SUNDAY, February 26, 1889, Longv:ew Nam-.loumal 3"EE

" 1st Christian founded i in 1875

The First Christian Church dates back to 1875,
just two years after Gregg County was organized
and Longview had been selected as its county
seat. The twelve charter members along with
others who united with them built the first
building with their own hands at the corner of
East Methvin and North Green streets.

This small group met in “Mrs. Leak’s School
.House” until land was acquired from the Texas
and Pacific Railway Company and a little frame
structure was built by the men of the church.
James P. Holloway, one of the charter members,
is remembered as the first pastor of the First
Christian Church.

When growth dictated, in 1907, a larger bulld-
ing was constructed on the same location.

By 1934, it was known to the members that the
facilities were not capable of handling the
entire membership. On May 6, 1934, Ground
Breaking Ceremonies were held for the new
structure at a new location, the block between
Sixth and Seventh Streets and ‘Padon and Turner
Streets. The block was donated by Mr. and Mrs,
W. C. Hurst.- In 1956, the present education wing
was constructed.

The congregation has made a concerted effort
to expand its outreach ministries by helping to
initiate and support such community projects as
the Food Box, Meals on Wheels, Habitat for
. Humanity, East Texas Council for Adult Literacy,

and the Longview Community Ministries infor-
mation and Service Center. In 1986, First Chris-
tian Church purchased and renovated the
building at 495 N. Fifth Street to house the
Information and Service Center, the Food Box,
and Shared Housing.

The congregation of 1,100 members gathers for
worship each Sunday morning at 8:30 or 1¢:50. A
delayed broadcast of each Sunday’s sermon can
be heard on KFRO 1370 AM at 9:30 am. Begin-
ning at 9:30, there are church scheol classes for
all ages. The Loyal Men's Bible Class is broad-
cast live over KFRO each Sunday morning. -

First Christian seeks to meet the needs of aill
age groups. There are special programs for
children, youth, adults, and single adults. That
includes a highly successful Day Camp and
Vacation Church School program for grades
preschool through fifth with Junior High and
Senior High students service as Counselors.
D.M.A. (Don't Mention Age) group for senior
adults meets monthly. First Christian has re-
cently begun a program for single adults.

Dr. Jim B. Elam has completed his 13th year
as minister. Staff members are: Sharman John-
son, director of children’s activities and P.RE.P.
school; Elaine Hoppock, financial secretary;, Kay
Cook, secretary/receptionist; Gala Wink, director
of music and organists; Cindy Grier, singles
director; and Lyn Blount, youth coordinator,



Xaner's Signature:

APPLICA’I‘ION Form -
_ OFFICIAL Tixas HisToricar MARKER
This marker is for (titlcor subject): _First Christian Church -
Marker location (street address and city, or specific:directions from nearest town on state highway map):
720 North SlXth Longv1ew, TX 75601

County Gregg T T .
Distance and direction of: marker topic from marker site (1f appl:cable)
Thirty feet east of Sixth St. near sidewalk on. west Lawn of “church yard.,
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APPROVAL OF COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION . -
The application and narrative history must be approved by the county h:stoncai commlssmn bcfore forwardmg to
the Texas Historical Commission. : e : : : :

Chair’s Signature: s A ' . . Date:_/ / el /0 ? 9"'
The CHC chair automatically will recéivé all copies of torrespordence regardmg this ritarker pm]ect

PERMISSION OF DWNER FOR MARKER PLACEMENT ' : :

Peirmission for placemcnt of a marker must be obtained by the property owner. Plcasc provlde the name ()f a
contact person if thé owner is an institution, organization, or public.entity. This section need not be compieted if
the marker is fo be placed on nght—of-way maintained by the State Department of: H:ghways and Pubhc Transpor— :
lation . W : : N

Name:_py Jim FElam
Contact person{ifapplicable): B}
Mailingaddress: 720 North Sixth

LongvTew, X 75 G0 | _ Phone: “903-753-76 "1'51_‘ -

Do you wish to receive copies of all carrespondence concermng this marker apphca!mn? EI Ye

To whom should thé_requestforpaymentbe addressed’ e
Name:_Beth Dodson, 117 West Edgefleld Longview, . TX.. 75602

(Provide contact person if payee is an institution, c)rgamzanon or publicentity.)
Mallmgaddrcss

Phonc

Does this person wish to receive copies of all other correspondence concerning this apphcatwn? K] Yes D No™
Is there anyone else to whom all corresponderice gﬁmcermug thns marker appl;catmn should be addressed’, i

{One additional name and address only, please.)
Name:
Mailingaddress:

" Phone:

SHIPPING INSTRUCTIONS ' I IR R S

Inorder to facilitate detivery of the marker; nenher post o(ﬁcc box. nu mb ral roule numbers canbe. .o
accepted. If the marker is to be placed on the hlbhway r1;,ht of-way, it will' be shipped directly to the district-
highway engineer. PR




i ;

TYPE AND SIZE OF MARKER DESIRED (please check one)

Namc;-%eﬁh——ﬁedm - DI‘ Norman Bla,ck
Street address: _ Fr7-West™ iﬁfgefﬁnftd-—- SR

Fonpview,-LX-75602- Longv:l.ew, Texas ?5602 Phone 903~ 47—5—3-_ 3T
o -757-2261

Sub]ectMarkers

' ThlS type of marker is solely educational in naturce and conveys no Icgal restrictions 1o the property. Subject

markers are approprlate for topics such as cemeteries, church congregations, businesses, persons, events, and
institutions. These markers should not be attached to bu1ldmgs If the marker is to be attached to a surface other

“than the foundry-provided post, plcase pr0v1dc the requestcd information in the space below. -

{:] 16" x 12" grave marker (comes with mounting bar) $225
27" x 42" marker with post ' $750
[ 27"x42% marker without post (Secbelow) -~ = = - A0
K3 18" x 28" marker with post o sase $550
- Ld187x 28" rnarkor w1th0ut post (sce below) S $4()'{}"'— '

If Aol on po.st t> what {(block of granite, gatepost ctc.) Wl" the marker be altachcd?
Typo of matcnal?(wmd !tone ctc) oy
W T L e, B

'f‘ {\ .“'S!( 3 . "‘iw .,..._." .
o Recorded Texas His torlc Landmark Markers

Markers conveying the Recorded Texas Historic Landmark (RTHL) designation arc reserved solely for historic
structures deemed worthy of preservation for Ltheir architectural integrity and historical associations, The RTHL
designation does carry a mecasurc of Iegal prolection for the structure (sce Marker Policies 13 ihmugh 18). The
most commonly utsed marker for conveying this dcmgnahon is the medaltion'and plate (also referred toas a
building marker); however, the 18" x 28" ar 27" x 42" size marker may be ordered for those who wish a greater
amount of historical information to appear in the marker text. Careful attention should be paid so as not to
damage historic building material if the marker is to be mdunted directly onto the structure. The THC staff can
provide alternate ideas for mounting upon request. - .

L] Medatlion and 16" x 12" plate with post - $350

(J Medaltion and 16" x 12" plate without post (sce below) $300

[ 27" x 42" marker with post - . - $750. - B

[ 27" x 42" marker without post {sce. bclow) Co 8700 ¢ S PR
_ [ 18" x 28" marker with post A ‘$450 U R

L3 18" x 28" marker without post (see below) T 00 P

If not on post, to what {building, gate, ctc.) w:II the marker bc attachcd”

Type of material? (wood, stone, ctc.)

‘Additional items, including paperweighits, dlrcchonal sxgns, and replacement paris for 1936 markers are avail-
- able. Plcase contact the Statc Marker Prograrn fora separatc ordcr form.

|
i ‘ .
Before forwarding your material to the Tems H:stoncal Comm:ssmn, pleuse check to mal\e sure you “ve included
" the following items. Incomplete apphcutlons cannot be considered, -

v cornpleled applica hon form SIgncd b_y the counly htaloncal Comm:ssu}n

v narrative history wnth foomoth and blhhography : ST
o ph@tograph of the pro poscd marker location ' T _ " N
v map indicating1 %arkcr loc‘atlon and olhcr sites relatcd to- the Lnarkcr toplc ' :. 3
v htstor:c photo Of property and current pho,tographs of ,?II clcvatmns (RTHL markers )nI:):,j r




Gregg County Historical Commission

Norman W. Black, D.D.S. a 417 Mobberly Avenue Phone
Chairman _ Longview, Texas 75602 903-757-2261

Novenbexr 10, 1994

Cynthia J. Beeman, Administrator
Official Texas Historical Markers
Local History Progranm

Texas Historical Commission

P.0. Box 12276

Austin, Texas 78711

Re: Historical Marker application for the First Christian Church of
Longview, Texas.

Dear Cynthia:

Enclosed is the application for the aboved subject. The narrative was
written by Beth Dedson, a member of the Gregg County Historical Commission
and a descendent of 0.H. Methvin, founder of Longview. T included a copy
(incomplete) of a history of the church written in 1960.

Sincerely,

7/



THE HISTORY OF TeE FIRET CHRISTIAN OHURDH
by Bebh Hoiloway Dodson
The vear waz 1873, Grago Counbty wsess oraanized,
Longwisw was ohossn as County Ssat and was bscoming a
Frourdshing Tittls town. WUhmost in the lives of these

pioneers was bhe worship of God. Through their pravertul

planning, the First Christian Chuweokl, in 1875, had its
mmbil e bheginmdngs . T iz kaown thast thers weres Dwelve
mhartar members bot unfortunate that two of the names have

ihe bern obhers are Me. Jamss F. Hobdoway,

bz

e, Wiliiam 0. Hodloway, Mr. S.8. Haredson, Mes. Baerah

Mol loway , Me. H.F. Fhitlips, Me. Georgs Harrison., Mrs.

Geeyrge Harrizon, Mrs. Eliza Po Hotchinas. #r. T.S5.58. Young,
i

Mre, TP, The congregation §Firet met and held services

in @ Tittie building on Morth Green Strest known as Hibg

Leak ‘s School House.®  Hereg they worshipped and gainsd

Fald

additional menbers.

fs the numbsrs incrsassd, the members felt bthe need to
Fited their own church. Bo acting theouah theie duly
authorized trustess {(Jamss F. MHMolloway, §B.0. Hareison,
WLt Mol loway, Ben Fhilltips, T.5.8. Youngl, acguired by

i

a oift From the Teras and Pacific Railway Domiary

on mugust 13, 1873, a ot of land situstesd on the southsast

cornsr of Methvin and Green SBtrests, Longvisw, Tsnas.
The deed iz duly recorded in the desd records of Oregy

~ating Lot rnumbse 15 in Block numbee 12, of the

oty



4
old Longview Town Plat as this gropeety.  This desd,

eagretfully, was nobt recorded unbil June 3G, 1898

THE FIRST CHURCH

The church house, a plain Tittle frame sbructurse built
by the men of the church in 1875, had one large room with oa
Migh ceiling, & steap roof sade of pine shinglss. and a

t f
halfryv. There were windoss with small panss of giass on each
mide of bthe puipit, and behind werse two more panss, placsd
o Tend more light to scripture. The rostrum was low, and
&
e membars sat on long, hande-mads woodan benohes.

g

4
Jamss P, Holloway is rensmbsred as the first pastor,

He was a prominent citizen, land-owner and farmer.  Bult the
Lowd ‘s day found him in the puipit of the churoh bhe helpsd
o foundg.
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THE SECOND CHURCH




i Tength the founding house becams Loo small Lo Mowss
the increazing rmumbers.  To mest this nesd, with wvision foe
growih and a2 targer place of worship the eaders plannsd foe

apiritual growth . Or ke sams location as the small frame

QS,J

puilding, this new structure, in 1?6&3 took form. The
builoding material consisted of cemant stone blocks moldsd in
a pattern that resenbisd natural stons.  OF modifisd Dothic
architectural design this eninent building had & commanding
Tocation near the business section of town. This houss of
worshin had Tovely stained glass windows, & baphistey
hasement . Ths sntire sanctuary was bwened in 1914, bul was
ik ly restored.

Mimisteres serving duaring bthis timsg wered
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THEE THIRD CHURCH

Hhe elwech had grown bo ssven hundesd msnbers




and the old church on Green Street was no longer adeguate .

The church property was sold and a new Tocation was mads O

the pressnt site of Sixth Street. Me. and Fes. Wa T. Hupest

bl

sold the block of land to the church.  The G ounc

Broaking Day was an inspirational program held Pay by 1934,

with a special dedication to fhe charter members. The

Brmant i Ful e Deicok building with stained g ass windows,

Fad tile rood. and vaulted ceiling wilth masmive oak rathars
f o

was dedicated Ssptembar &, 1936, The architect was Fa .

F L aUnE I mEan .

The Firest Cheistian Church of Longvisw has long been
poted for its support of “self-heip” grougps.  Few churches
anywhere can equal the generous spirit of this churok, the
constant ministering o groups.  Anothse outstanding
chararteristic which sets this church apart is their long
rontinwing radio ministey of the Men’s Bible Olass trom

13
the EFRD Radio Station.
Ministers serving on this site wersg and ares
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We asre proud to honor the First Cheistian Chueoh on o its

Soth anniversary with a Texas Historical e 8



EMIIMOTE R

T T W T L R T I

; oy of Fivst Uhristisn Chuweoh, 18
Twwas, Longyviews: hereadtter olted az History, p. 4.

] “Firet Chrdistian Churoh fas deep roobs dn Longview "
[an ]

Loraview MNews-Journat, March &9, 19910

d. The Mistory of Gregg Dounty, Longview, Tesas, Longviews
Wniversity Bupply and Eguipment Company, 1957 herestter
citen as Gregg.

A Desd to o oedgins! church propesty feom Texxas and Pacific
Failway Company recorded in Vol . L, ppe DSO9-510, of Deed of
Faecords, Oounty Ulerk s Office, Gregg Dounty, Texas.

3‘_‘:1

w Fhic.

. "Rented Schoolhouse First Howsed Congrsgastion of
Choistian Chueoh, Longvisw Morning Jowrnal , May 3, 15740,

F. The Family Story of James and Sarabh Elder Holloway,
Jarmuaery, 23, 1WeE.

M. oHistory, . 453,

W, Eregg.

0. Mistory, p. 43

recorded in Vol . IR g
OF Fioe, Oreog Dounty,

20 Lo church propsehs
Fecorcds , County O ek

Tmwas .

WYy e 1F

roots dn Lonoviaw,

13, "Firat Christian Chuech has g
Lomtgy bamw daws—-Jowrnal , Maech 2%, 1991
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a) Tirst

Chruﬂ1an
hurch

The First Christian Church of Longview was founded in 1875 with twelve
charter members. The ten known names of the original twelve were, G.P.
Harrison, James P, Holloway, Mr. and Mrs. George Hariison, William C.
HoHoway, Mrs, Eliza Hutchings, B.F. Phillips, Mrs. Sarah Holloway, Mrs. True,
and Mr. T.5.8. Young. This small group first met in Mrs. Leal’s school house
focated in the present 200 block of North Green, and when the church rote had
swelled to twenty, resolved to build a meeting house,

Having been deeded land by the Texas and-Pacific Railroad at the corner of
North Green and Methvin, the men of the church cut and hauled wooden
foundation blocks and lumber to construct one targe high ceilinged room
covered with a steep toof of pine shingles. The room contained a low rostrum,
hand made dark stained benches, and 2 wooden stove to provide warmnth,
Summer heat was combatted with open windows and hand fans, while light
was provided by oil lamps. A bell in the belfry called the faithful to worship
as the church opened on August 18, 1875. The structure was later adorned
with the c:rcular steps and an imposing spire erected by a member, Mr. JF.
Pridgeon.

The gift of a block of land on North Gth St. by Judgd and Mrs,
Wﬂl C. Hurst, imade it possible for the church to construct its present
building which was dédicated on September 8, 1935, The pulpit
from the old chiurch i¢ in uss in the Men's Bible Class room and one
of the old pews may 16 sean in the second floor hatl.

The past 35 years has seen much growth and many changes in
the life and viork of thi¢ congregation. First Christian church leaders
have partnclpated m the creation of other Disciples of Chnst
congregationg in thé area.

The physical proﬁarhes of the church now include the sanctuary
and educational buildings as well as two nearby parsonages and a
farge paved patkmg lot, Parked on this lot may be seen the mobile
tacility used . in the, Drive-In worship service introduced by the

church in 1967, Tha tervice held each Sunday betwsen Eastei and
early fafl at a local driva -in theater, provides a unique servlca to
the commuhliv g

A nursery school for 2.5 year old children has been sponsored'
by the church since 1887, In the fall of 1970, the church will assume
operation of the Play Therapy Schoal, a school for the retarded
child, ages 3 8, thai has been held in the church for several years,

(Compiled by Sara Richkie Whltehurst)
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tUry found néw ' construction going up n the samg sits
tractar. ME:" J n}u. Mubberlv, empluyed cal iabor, mch
church members.
: Flre ‘destroyed the lntenor uf the church in;
" was tompleted and the church went forward to provide
space for the ever Increasing enroliment by adapting the
.parsonage. fér class rooms and building & naw ‘Kot tor
Still Iackmg Bufficient space, it was necessary"for SO
meat in thq_.Brunal: home across’ th
held at the’ old air dorne theater.
: ontlrmmg o “grow, ‘the congregatic consirdcted
wooden bulldmg adjommg the property.' Knowri 8s the
- this Lunldmg ‘atforded space for classrooms “and .was use
" ganter for the.members. %
. The chljrch suffered economlcallv as tha genai'al de:
the area in the |ate 1920 s but prospered along: wiih the
commumtv as_d rasuit of the dlscovery of {h‘ Eas
- fields in 1931.‘
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LONGVIE

ORIGINAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH. — This  Christian Q};urcn_jg ] Longview. 1t was con-
¢ frame, building:at us corner of Methvli and  structed in"1876 ahd used. until 1906, Photo-
© fireon”Gtraate.ione tha first home of the graph contributed by Lowell Holloway Jr.
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Foreword . . .

A .hz'story of the Church is the story of man's
concept of God and their relation to each other. The
history of @ Church is e very personal thing to a
particular group of people, and is the story of their
relationship to each other and of their group to God.

The First Christian Church in Longview hos
been a wvery personal thing to M long procession of
people, to each of whom it has been “my Church’”. 1
am among those who has so claimed it. It is well that
men—and women-—even children, claim « Church.
It is so much better thet the Church also claims
people—that it hoes the power to reach out among
the passing throng and claim the hearts and lives
and talents and gifts of humankind. It is good that
the call of the Church, spoken though it may be in
a whisper deep in the conscience of man, still may
be, and is, heard above the tumult and the shouting
that mark our march through life. It is good that
a softly spoken “Follow Me,” can be and was, heard
and heeded by a Matthew.

“Owr Church” has been to me the place where
my great grandfather, pastored; where my grand-
father pastored; where my mother taught Sunday
School nearly half a century; where my father was
Deacon, Elder and one of the first two Elders Emeri-
tus.

“Our Church” has been to me—and to many—
the place where we first learned to “Fear God and

TWO

 other . .

. . Him be-
cause He first loved us"—and to “ . . . love one an-

Keep His commandments’—ito “love .

. " It has been the place where we gained
our first and lasting belief that man is endowed
im'th an immortal soul, salvaged from things of
earth through the miracle of the Virgin birth, the
sacrifice of the Crucifizion, and the wonder of the
Resurrection of God's own Son. )

“Our Church” has been the place where we
found a faith thet has endured; o faith sufficient
to withstand the lotter day efforts to dilute Chris-
tianity to mere ethics; to reduce Jesus Christ to a
mere teacher of ethical conduct; and to cast the
whole in the atmosphere of a country club—all for
the sake of being modern. “Our Church” has sym-
bolized o faith that is neither modern nor obsolete—
only everlasting. It is where we first gained these
things without which life is without meaning, and
death 1s without mercy; but with which we ** . .. can
do all things ... " |

It is well that the story of “Our Church’” be re-
corded. It may serve at least as a candlelight to
others. It will always be « bright and shining star
to us.

Sidney Latham

Dallas, Texas
July 6, 1960



SLOAN GENTRY, MINISTER
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G. B. Harrison George Harrison
James P. Holloway Mrs. George Harrison
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The John T. Poe Family

The J. G. Roe Family
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Mr. and Mrs. W. E. McHaney
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Early Mambers of First Christian Chunch

PICTURE OF FIRST BUILDING OF THE FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
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Mrs. Wiley Pliler
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Tressie Harrison

Daisy Pridgeon
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Lila Brown Johnston
Mrs. J. R, Bruner

Miss May Bruner
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Annie Belle McHaney
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P. P. Boyd, Sr.
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Emmette Alston
Nellie Wooten
Mrs. W. M. Dawson
Mrs. Tom Dawson
Annie Dee Hovler
Mrs. Evie Lane
Elvie Lou Cunyus
Vallie Cunyus
Mrs. John W. Scott

Thelma Brown Clifford
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 History of The Firat Christian Chunch

Longview. Texas

1875 - 1960

Before the Civil War days, when virgin
forests of oak, pine and gum clad the hills of
East Texas, pioneers came by boat and cov-
ered wagon to build their homes. Some set-
tled in Rusk County at Camden (near Easton)
which was near the landing of a chartered
ferry on the Sabine River. Here they farmed
and prospered and Camden, a small stage-
coach stop, became «a thriving village.

Important in the lives of these pioneers
was the worship of God and the spread of
His kingdom. They sought culture and a right-
eous, peaceful atmosphere where they could
rear their children. A few miles west of Cam-
den on the Peatown and Danville road they
worshipped at a frontier church known as
Christian Union. It was a typical rural church
where the members came from miles to wor-
ship there. Here the families would enter to-
gether but the women would sit on one side
and the men on the other, as was the custom
at that time. The slaves in this community
were members of the same congregation, and
they sat in the rear where their seats were
raised like steps and nailed against the back
wall. They were all a part of the same service.

Life was full and they prospered in this
Camden neighborhood until National dis-
cord came. Here the families bore the heart-
aches of Civil War days and survived the re-
verses ol reconsiruction. :

Loyal slaves worked and shared their
burdens as they toiled in the fields to raise
food, corn and cotton. Faith in God and a will
to go forward inspired these settlers onward.

About 1870 men came with swinging
axes and cut a lane through the towering
forest of East Texas. They blazed the way for
workmen who made the grade and laid the
rails for the Texas and Pacific Railway. The
'Tron Horse' spelled progress and man recog-
nized the advantages. Many moved their fam-
ilies to the little towns of Hallsville and Long-
view.

In 1873 Gregg County was organized,
and Longview was chosen as the County
Seat and was soon a flourishing little town
while Camden slowly diminished.
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Soon Christions who movad here from
Christicn Union and others who moved in
from elsewhere made up the local group who
became the founders of the Longview Chris-
tian Church. Within the hearts of these found-
ers, in 1875, through earnest prayerful plan-
ning, the church had its humble beginning.

It is known that there were twelve char-
ter members. Two names are uncertain, or
have been lost. The ten others are well known

“and the pictures of some of them are on dis-

play in the church library. The congregation
first met and held services in « litile building
known as ‘Mrs. Leak’s School House.” It was
located on North Green Street where the
Bazzell Building, once a home, now stands.
Here they worshipped and gained additional
members by converts and members by trans-
fer.

When their numbers were increased io
about twenty they felt the need and decided
io build their own church house. Thus the
church, acting by and through its duly au-
thorized trustees, namely: James Holloway,
George D. Harrison, Wm., C. Holloway, Ben
Phillips and T. S. S. Young on August 13th,
1875, acquired by deed, as a gift from the
Texas and Pacific Railway Company, a lot
of land situated at the corner of what was
later known as East Methvin and North Green
streets in Longview, Texas. This deed was
not recorded and was later lost. However,
on May 5Sth, 1892, the Texas and Pacific Rail-
way Company made «a quit claim deed to
J. T. Poe, ]. G. Roe and William C. Holloway,
trustees of the church «t that time, and this
deed was recorded in the Deed Records of
Gregg County, Texas, and « photostatic copy
is now in the archives of the church.

This church house, a little frame struc-
ture, was built by the men of the church. Some
of them did carpenter work, while some cut
sections of large trees in the forest for founda-
tion blocks and hauled these and also the
lumber for the building. The house had one
large room with a high ceiling, and a steep
rcof made of pine shingles. There were win-
dows with small panes of glass in each side



of the building and behind the pulpit two
were placed to lend more light for the scrip-
" ture reading. The rostrum was low, and the
long benches were placed in the center with
short ones on either side, with aisles in be-
tween. These could easily be tilted for sweep-
ing and dusting. They were hand made and
stained a dark color.

The building was heated in winter by a
wood stove, and in summer cooled by open
windows and palmetto fans, and dainty fold-
ing fans in the hands of the ladies. At night ol
lamps were used. On the outside, instead of
parking space for cars, hitching posts for
horses were in common use. There was a bell
in the beliry and the duty of ringing it was as-
signed to small boys who took turns ot the
task.

At first the church was plain and simple,
with the door in the center of the west wall,
but later this was closed and circular steps
were put on the northwest corner at the new
entrance. Mr. J. P. Pridgeon, a carpenter and
member of the congregation, did this work,
and a very tall steeple or spire was added,
which gave it a more church-like or spiritual
appearance. In design it was then typically
American. The early churches with spires
and steeples reflected the faith and culture of
the people.

These Christians were justly proud of
their church and all took pride in keeping it.
There were no florists in that day but to make
the interior attractive and inviting blossoms
from the yards of some members were often
by the pulpit. The bouquets were simple and
made of flowers in season. Sometimes 4hey
were crepe myrtle or roses with wood fern or
stripped grass. Again they were fragrant
with honeysuckle or cape jasmine or made
airy with Queen Anne's lace.

"This do in remembrance of Me' was the
ritual that was faithfully practiced, and each
Sunday the table was laid with a white linen
cloth in preparation for communion service.
The first communion set used in this church
was a gift from Mr. Young, one of the char-
ter members. It consisted of a tankard, chal-
ice, and plates, and was probably made of
silver or pewter. Bread for the communion
on each Lord's Day was made at home by
some of the women of the church. The loaf
was always a thin wafer of unleavened
bread. (The communion wine was also often
brought from the pantries of these faithful
women.)

In time the church built a parsonage. It
was located on the same lot, and just south

of the church building. The lumber from
which it was made came from an abandoned
Christian church building in Pirtle, o settle-
ment between Kilgore and Henderson. As had
happened at Christian Union, the member-
ship at Pirtle had moved away from the vil-
lage. Mr. W. E. McHaney who had lived and
worshipped at Pirtle got permission from «
former member, a Mr. Lacy, to move the
church building. He and his sons, and Mr.
Wrylie Plyler, tore it down and hauled the
lumber to Longview where it was rebuilt
into a four room cottage. Though it was small,
it served the purpose and was convenient to
church and town. .

"Repent and be Baptized for the remis
sion of your sins” was another command
from the scriptures that the Christian church
believed in and followed. Baptismal services
in those early days were held in streams,
ponds or pools in the vicinity. While the
church occupied the first building about five
different places were used for their baptisms:
a branch and pool on South Green Street at
Pickle, one on Mobberly at Melton, at Young's
pond on South Green, where the Round-Up
Club is now located, and a pool known as
Terry's Pool off of North High Street, between
Whaley and Highway 80. This was evidently
a privately owned public swimming pool. It
had a high closed fence around it, with many
small dressing rooms and steps that led down
into the water. Another was the Texas and:
Pacific pond, which is still east of the Rail-
way Station and north of the tracks.

It was in 1894 that the first resident pas-
tor was secured when L. A. Dale was called.
He was a young man not long out of college,
and he came with ideas of better organiza-
tion and new inspiration for a greater church.
Under his guidance the Christian Endeavor
for the young people. and the Ladies Aid
were organized. There was talk of putting in
the organ to help in the worship of song.
These things were different from what they
had done before and many in the congre-
gation seriously objected. It was not just o
local problem but a State and National prob-
lem as well and had to be faced at some time.
It was in January that the organ was voted in
and the congregation was divided. The
eighteen members who withdrew from the
congregation then established the first
Church of Christ in Longview. Several of
these churches are active here today and are
doing a worthwhile work. ‘

Though most weddings of that period
were in the homes there was one of note in
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the early Christian church. In 1901 Miss Jerry
Harrison, sister of the late P. P. Boyd, was
married to Dr. G. W. Nibbling in a beautiful
church ceremony. As the church had no pas-
tor at the time a preacher came over from
Marshall to perform the ceremony. It is re-
called that Crawiford and Charlie Morgan
and Judson McHaney served as ushers.

Other weddings were solemnized here,
perhaps, and happy families worshipped to-
gether. At Christmas, Easter and Thanksgiv-
ing special programs gave praise to the Mas-
ter. From 1875 to the year 1806 these Chris-
ticns met at the little frame church and heard
the gospel preached.

The Christian church at Peatown was
organized in 1871, and in 1951 the old frame
building was replaced by a brick one. It is
beautiful and complete in every detail, and
stands as a symbol of faith and loyalty, hon-
oring those who have worshipped there
through all the years. The graveyard is one
of interest and great sentiment. It is always
well kept and lovingly cared for.

From this Peatown church have come
some of the most consecrated and depend-
able workers of the Longview church. A few
of the families, the Watsons, Cunyus, Whit-
tingtons, Mercers, Alstons, Butts and Owings
have contributed all through the years to the
success of the local church.

Growth of the Longview church was al-
ways measured by its leaders. From its be-
ginning the different departments nobly per-
formed their part of the task to further the
church's progress. The responsibility of the
early chiurch was borne by the first two
Elders, James P. Holloway and C. D. Harri-
son, and the first two Deacons, Wm. C. Hollo-
way and B. F. Phillips.

After his return from college Crawford
Morgan became the first Superintendent of
the Bible School. By 1902 thirty-five or forty
members had enrolled in the classes. A call
to the ministry was also answered by one of
the local boys. Tom Dean received inspira-
tion, and began his training, at T.C.U., while
the first building was still in use. He became
the pastor of the Christian church at Jackson-
ville and served there a number of yvears.

The pastors of this early church worked
tirelessly to save souls and increase church
membership. Their sermons were stirring gos-
pel messages that exhorted the member to
"seek first the Kingdom of God"”. By friendly
calls and fervent prayers they led many to
accept Christ as their Savior.

EIGHT

PASTORS IN THE FIRST BUILDING
1875 -

James P. Holloway is remembered as the
first pastor. He came to Texas from Georgia
in 1839 and settled with his family in the
Camden neighborhoed, Rusk county. They
worshipped at Christicn Union, one of the
early Christian churches in this area, where
he served as Elder, as he had formerly done
in a Christian church in Georgica.

In 1872 he with his family moved to
Longview and he assisted in the organiza-
tion of the church here. He and his wife were
charter members, and he was named as one
of the two Elders. He was a land owner and

~ farmer but the Lord’s Day found him at

church where he filled the pulpit, at home
or wherever he felt he was needed.

He was also a prominent citizen and ac-
tive in civic affairs, When Gregg County
was organized in 1873 and Longview became
the County Seat, a citizen's committee was
named and «a place for a temporary court-
house was selected. In this temporary court-
house the first court convened on Sept. 9,
1873. James Holloway was appointed to con-
fer with the Texas and Pacific Railway Com-
pany Loand Agent at Marshall, Texas, con-
cerning the location of a new courthouse.
Through his efforts a lot was selected and do-
nated by the Railway Company, and deeded
to Gregg County. It is the site of the present
beautiful courthouse and where two former
court buildings have stood. He made his
home in Longview until his death in 1884,
and was buried at Peatown where the well-
kept churchyard is the last resting place of
other Christian pioneers.

John T. Poe was pastor from 1876 to 1885.
Mr. Poe came to Longview as a businessman
and owned a jewelry store. He and his fam-
ily made a valuable addition to the church.
He was an outstanding member of the church
over the state, and served on committees as
he attended District and State meetings. He
contributed articles regularly to some of the
church papers and had some litercture print-
ed. He became one of the leaders in the move-
ment after the "Church of Christ” was organ-
ized in Longview.

William C. Holloway was pastor from
1887 to 1893.

Billy Holloway was born in Georgia and
came to Texas with the family in his early
teens. He worshipped at the Christian Union
church and entered the War Between the



States, from this Camden neighborhood. In
1870 he married Miss Rebecce Bassett in Up-
shur County, and in 1872 he, with his wife
and one small son, moved to Longview
where he bought the farm which was his
home for the rest of his life. He, like his father,
was o land owner and farmer, and he did
his preaching where ever and when he could.

He was one of the charter members when
the church was organized in Longview and
was named one of the two first Deacons.

A quotation from “The Disciples of Christ
in Texas” written by Chalmers McPherson
Is as follows: “William C. Holloway, familior-
ly known as ‘Billy' was one of the genuine
consecrated preachers of the gospel in East
Texas. None knew him but to admire and
trust him. His home was in Longview and
his field of labor was in that section of the
state.

"Members of his family are now pillars of
strength for the cause of primitive Christianity
in the same vicinity where he lived and la-
bored and died. Although he has been gone
from the earth for years men and women
frequently speak of him and his memory is
a hallowed one.” _

He died at his home in 1898 and was
buried at Peatown.

& * LS #*

L. A. Dale was pastor- 1894-1895,

Mr. Dale's pastorate here covers a period
of historic value to the local church. He came
ds a young man just out of college from Lake
Charles, La., and he came with ideas of bet-
ter organization and new inspiration for a
greater church. He was really the first resi-
dent pastor, giving his full ime to church ac-
tivities. He and Mrs. Dale lived on South
Green Street.

During his ministry the women were or-
ganized into the Ladies’ Aid and the young
people formed the first Christiom Endeavoer
Society. Though some people were opposed
to these activities, they created interest and
increased church growth and attendance.
Later Mr. Dale was listed among the success-
ful evangelists of Texas.

£ * ¥ #*

Mr. Robertson was the next rastor, serv-
Ing during 1896. He and Mrs. Robertson had
a large family of boys and girls, and he and
his family crected much interest in the young
people’s work in the church. They lived on
West Tyler Street,

£ * * *

R. H. Simmans was the pastor from 1897-

1899. He had just graduated from Texas Chris-

ian University where he had met and
known some of the Longview boys. Soon after
his arrival he was married to Miss May Miller,
also a T.C.U. student.

Mr. Simmams' term of service here covers
a period of special significance to the history
of the local church for it was during his stay
that The Christian Woman's Missionary So-
clety was first organized. It was an Auxiliary
to the new National Society known as the
Christian Women's Board of Missions, famil-
larly called The C.W.B.M. With the Ladies’
Aid already organized this gave to the ladies
of the church a new and important inspira-
tion for their work. (It is remembered that the
reqgular dues were fifteen cents each month,
five cents going to the State work and ten
cents being sent to the National Headguar-
ters.) Mr. Simmans died a number of yedars
ago and Mrs. Simmans died March 4¢h of this
vear. She had made her home with a son
near Houston,

E EJ % *

A. L. Condor served as pastor during
1900. He came to Longview as o young mar.
and there are few records of his stay here.

A. O. Rial was part time pastor during
1901. He divided his time with the church
at Carthage., He was later pastor at Pales-
tine, and is listed among Texas Evangelists,

* E3 * *

I. H. Fuller was pastor 1902-1903.

After Mrs. Fuller's death his sister, "Miss
Mary”, had lived with him ond she came to
Longview as hostess in his home. He was the
father of one son, Everette. They occupied a
cottage on Magrill Street. From here he ac-
cepted c« call to the church in Sherman. He
later married Miss Bertha Mason, doughter
of J. C. Mason, and he and his wife went as
Missionaries to Mexico. Upon their return he
served as Pastor of the Oak Cliff Christian
Church in Dallas. Later they went to Arkan-
sas where he was Secretary for the Siate
Board and Mrs. Fuller served as Secretary for
the Women's Work. (Mrs. Fuller was on or
dained minister.)

£ 3 £ 3 * #*

James Alton Livsey was pastor during
1904.

Mr. Livsey divided his time through this
period with the church at Peatown. He was
born in Rusk County in 1861, and was mar-
ried in 1884 to Miss Betty Major, whose father,
E. F. Mdjor, was one of the charter members
of the Peatown church. He was their minis-
ter for thirteen years. After his death, Alton

Livsey became their spiritual leader, and

NINE



under the influence of his beloved friend
Chalmers McPherson, who often preached at
Peatown, he was ordained in 1885, precch-
ing regularly thereatte