History of the First Baptist Church of Judson

Jipe”
On September 14, 1883, a group of Christians worshipping at Lawrenceville School,

Gregg County, Texas, met for the purpose of organizing a Baptist Church. Thirteen people
obligated themselves financially to start 2 fund in order to build the church. They were F. M.
‘Ponder, Hiram Whatley, W. N. Dic.kinson, E. Prewett, J. W. Lawrence, R. W. Persons, Davis
Adrian, Judge Blackburn, J. W. Croft, E. E. Crain, Mrs. Lewis, and two anonymous donors.

The first pastor was W. B. Brewer (1883-1887). Silas A. Smart and A. E. Hiett were
elected deacons September 9, 1885. Also in 1885, Mrs. Hiram Whatley recommended the
church be named Judson in honoer of Alabamian Adamaris Judson, Baptist Missionary to Burma
in the 1840’s. She was a member of a church with the same name in Eufala, Alabama, before her
family moved to Texas in 1870.

Mr. and Mrs. G. C. Renfro and Mr. and Mrs. R. D. Smith with charter members.

Lawrenceville school was located on what is now known as the L. L. Mackey tract,

‘ Judson Community, ‘Gregg County, Texas.

The above-mentioned parties deemed it necessary to organize the church, beeauee there
was no other church of like faith in their immediate neighborhood. In keeping with the
principles of a Missionary Baptist Church, her government was that of a democratic nature, said
members adopting through their Articles of Faith “that the governmenta} power is in the hands of
the people; that the right of a majority of the members of their church should rule in accordance
with the law of Christ, that the power of the church could not be alienafed, and that church action
was final.” Judson Baptist Church also set forth as her Articles of Faith as those presented in J.

M. Pendelton’s original church manual.




During 1886-87 the church elected messengers to participate in matters of business
during the annual gathering of sister churches at Association and District Meetings.
On Sunday, September 26, 1891, a comunittee composed of J. H. Newton, G. C. Renfro,
“and A. H. Crawford submitted to the church recommendations and specifications of a building in
which to worship.
On April 22, 1893, a cmﬁmittee was chosen to select a site for the building of the church.
Mz. and Mrs. Hiram Whatley responded by donating the plot of ground on which the church was
built. The present building (1997) is located on the same plot.
On the third Sunday in July 1901, the body elected to organizé é Sunday school.
On the first Sunday of November 1902, Sister Viola Stephens waps elected to organize the
Ladies Auxiliary. Miss Mary McLendon was elected President, Miss Eliza Smith, Vice
President, Mrs. Vannie Fuller, Secretary, and Miss Effie Smith, Treasurer.
On Aprii 1, 1922, a designated tifne for weekly prayer meétings was established.
The Baptist Young Peoples Training Union was organized on April 6, 1924.
On Sunday, October 6, 1935, the church dedicated a new church building containing the
main auditorium and four classrooms.
On September 12, 1937, the church elected to begin half-time work, designating as its
time for regular services the first and third Sundays and Sunday nights of each month.
On April 2, 1938, the sixth Sunday school class of the church school was organized.
On Sunday, December 2, 1939, the church voted to have one treasurer to handle alll
monies collected.
Tudson Baptist Church elected to begin full-time -pastorate work ont December 7, '1941.

The church has as its present membership (1997) 264.




A new sanctuary was built east of and adjoining the old sanctuary in 1960, and since then
more land has been acquired.

At this time (1997), the church has been free of debt for several years.




The First Baptist Church of Judson
" Pastors and Years Served

Elder W. B. Brewer
Elder J. B. Goode
Elder L. P. Ray

Elder G. W. Whitehurst
Elder J. H. Smith
Elder Robert Marsh
Elder J. M. Spivey
Elder L. P. Ray

Elder George P. Birdwell
Elder Robert Marsh
Elder Sam J. Boyd
Elder C. B. Stanley
Elder L. J. Ferguson
Elder J. H. White
Elder James Morgan
Elder Sam J. Boyd
Elder James Morgan
Elder C. B. Stanley
Elder 1. D. Bates
Elder T. J. McCain
Elder B. E. Petty
Elder C. E. Banks
Elder Wallace H. Glover
Elder L. H. Partish
Elder G. W. Stovall
Elder T. C. Haynes
Elder A. L. Harris
Elder Chapmon Davis
Elder J. C. Henderson
Elder John Burleson
Elder Rickey Little
Elder R. L. Sikes
Elder C. J. Baugus
Elder Larry Hendren
Elder Ronnie K. Pipes
Elder Same Roe

Elder Wiley Dorman
Elder Jim Rhodes
Elder Danny Trimble

1883-1887

1887-1891

1891-1897

1897-1899

1899-1901
1901-1906
1906-1907
1907-1911

1911-1916
1916-1917
1917-1918
1918-1919
1919-1921

1921-1922
1922-1924
1924-1925

1925-1934
1934-1937
1937-1939
1939-1940
1940-1945-
1945-1949
1949-1950
1950-1954
1954-1960
1960-1962

1962-1963

1963-1966

1966-1970
1970-1972

1973-1973

1973-1975

1975-1978

1978-1982

1982-1988

1988-1990
1990-1991

1991-1992
1992-




The First Baptist Church of Judson

Deacons

Silas A. Smart 0- 4-1885
A. E. Hiett 9- 4-1885
Issac Morris 1888
A, C. McAfee 9-7-1923
Ahas Mattox 9-7-1923
Grady Clamp 7-3-1927
Roy Sparks 7-3-1927
Knox Smith 1928
I. S. McLendon 1929
Dave Sparks 1929
S. L. Granger 9-5-1931
Joe Hammond 5-7-1932
J. E. McKnight 5-7-1932
Emmett Whitehurst 5-7-1932
John Callaway 6-16-1938
James C. Landers 6-16-1938
Morris Ruggles 1941
Elton Hamon 6-18-1950
Marshall Johnson 6-18-1950
Huby Jones 6-18-1950
A. M. ]. Martindale 6-15-1952
W. F. Martindale 6-15-1952
Dongene Smith 11-20-1966
Troy Guinn 11-20-1966
Harold Wayne Stone 11-20-1966
Thomas McAfee 9-28-1975
Jerry Long 8-17-1975
D. L. Guinn 7-18-1976
W. M. Denson 3-7-1976
King Landers

Mitchell Billingsley 1946
Wayne Green 1-30-1983
K. R. Collins 1-30-1983
J. C. Wilson 5- 5-1985
Johnny Steed 6-29-1986

Don Gilliam 10-11-1987
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Idus Denson
Gilbert Johnson
Cranford Lewis
Aubrey McGrede
Gtorden Whatley
Cranfil Whatley
Travie Whitehurst
Qliver MeGrede
Sid MeReynolds

B Carlton McAiee

b Tris Evang

Qvie Tee Cibson
Vivie Hardy
Ads Hardy
Myrtle Johneon

r Gladys Pruitt
{Omie Stone

Lila Whitehurst
Opal Honea
Mabel Johnson
Yrnestine McAfee

S

Primary Department

Beatrice MeLendon

Odie Gibson
Herman Lewis
Gordon Meadows
lirnest McGrede
Wesley Whatley
Leak Ginn

Fmmette Whitehurst
Jim McReynolds
Leonard Whatley
Tiny MeGrede

Odessa Gibson
Mary Hamby

Tda Hardy

Myrtle Hardy
Tommye Henderson
Melba DPruitt
Bula Stone

Novie Whatley
Willie Whitehurst

Doris Pliler.

Loln Hays
Ada McReynolds
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MRS G, F. WHATLEY, a widow WARRANTY DEED
DATED: MARCH 14, 1932
FILED: MARCH 14, 1932
TO ‘ FILE NQC: 4385
RECORDED: VOL 122 PG 102
DEED RECORDS GREGG
I. S. McLENDON, ET AL COUNTY, TEXAS.
S sk ook ok ok %k ok R ok
THE STATE OF TEXAS)
COUNTY OF GREGG )} KNOW ALE,-'WN BY THESE PRESEI\.TTS:'
That I, Mrs. G, F, Whatley, a widow, of the County of Gregg,
State of Texas for and in consideration of the sum of One .....DOLLARS
to me in hand p{i by I. S. McLendon, Grady Clamp, A. C. McAfee, D. G,
| !  8parks, Roy Sparks and Ahas Mattox, Deacons of the Judson Baptist
Church, as follows: |
Cash in hand paid, the receipt of which ig hereby acknowledged,
have Granted, Sold and Conveyed, and by these presents do Grant, Sell

and Convey, unto the said I, S, McLendon, Grady Clamp, A, C. McAfee,

D. G. Sparks, Roy Sparks and Ahas Mattox, Deacons of Judson Baptist
Church, of the County ofGregg, State of Texas all that certain lot, tract
or parcel of land situated in Gregg County, Texas, being a part of the

Jas F. Dixon Survey, described as follows, to wit:




SRR R R SR i

BEGINNING at the NE corner of the tract of land known as the
Mrs. A. E. Renfroe tract, a stake on south side of road;
THENCE N 70 yards to @ wagon skein for éorner;
THENCE E 70 yards to a wagon skein for corner; -
THENCE S 70 yards to a railroad iron for corner;
THENCE W 70 yards to the place of beginning, containing one acre
of land, more or less,

Said land to be used for church purposes.

TOHAVE AND TO HOLD the above described premises, together
with all and singular the rights and appurtenances thereto in anywise be-
longing unto the said I. S. McLendon, Grady Clamp, A. C. McAfee,

D. G. Sparks, Roy Sparks, and Ahas Mattox, Deacons for Judson Baptist
Church, their succg’zsors and agsigns forever a.ndl I do hereby bind myself,
my heirs, executors and administrators, to. 'Warraﬁt and Forever Defend,
all and singular the said premises unto the said I, S. McLendon, Grady

Clamp, A, C, McAfee, D, G. Sparks, Roy Sparks, and Ahas Mattox,

Deacons for Judson Baptist Church, their successors and assigns,

against every person whomsocever lawfully claiming, or to claim the same,

or any part thereof.

WITNESS my hand at Longview, Texas, this 14th day of March,

1932.

Mrs G. F. Whatley
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THE STATE OF TEXAS)
COUNTY OF GREGG )

BEFORE ME, the undersigned, a Notafy' Puﬂic,' in and for said
County and State, on this day personally appeared Mrs. G. F. Whatley,
a widow, known to rﬁe to be the person whose name is subscribed to the
foregoing instrurg:ant, and acknowledged to me that she executed the.
same for the purposes and consideration therein expressed.

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL OF OFFICE this the 14th
~day of March, A.D. 1932, |
{LS) | T, N, Henderson

Notary Public, Gregg County

TEXAS.,
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The First Baptist Church of Judson
Pastors and Years Served

Elder W. B. Brewer
Elder J. B. Goode
Elder L. P. Ray

Elder G. W. Whitehurst
Elder J. H. Smith

Elder Robert Marsh
Elder J. M. Spivey
Elder L. P, Ray

Elder George P. Birdwell
Elder Robert Marsh
Elder Sam J. Boyd
Elder C. B. Stanley
Elder L. J. Ferguson
Elder J. H. White

Elder James Morgan

- Elder Sam J. Boyd

Elder James Morgan
Elder C. B. Stanley
Elder I. D. Bates
Elder T. J. McCain
Elder B. E. Petty
Elder C. E. Banks
Elder Wallace H. Glover
Elder L. H. Parrish
Elder G. W, Stovall
Elder T. C. Haynes
Elder A. L. Harris
Elder Chapmon Davis
Elder J. C. Henderson
Elder John Burleson
Elder Rickey Little
Elder R. L. Sikes
Elder C. J. Baugus
Elder Larry Hendren
Elder Ronnie K. Pipes
Elder Same Roe
Elder Wiley Dorman
Elder Jim Rhodes
Elder Danny Trimble

1883-1887
1887-1891
1891-1897
1897-1899
1899-1501
1901-1906
1906-1907
1907-1911
1911-1916
1916-1917
1917-1918
1918-1919
1919-1921
1921-1922
1922-1924
1924-1925
1925-1934
1934-1937
1937-1939
1939-1940
1940-1945
1945-1949
1949-1950
1950-1954
1954-1960
1960-1962
1962-1963
1963-1966
1966-1970
1970-1972
1973-1973
1973-1975
1975-1978
1978-1982
1982-1988
1988-1990
1990-1991
1991-1992
1992-
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THE STATE OF TEXAS

Presiding Officer of

Congressional Distriet, Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, Comptrol]er f
Treasurer, Attorney -(3eneral, Commissioner of the General Land CfHce, Superintendent of Public Instruc- _3;'--
tion, Members of the Twenty—]fourth Leg1slature one bhlef J ustlc,e and two Associate J us r?hé .

Qupleme Court, three Judges of the (‘ourt of Criminal Appea]s and Distriet officers named in-. 1er- '

»

1nor’s Proclamotion, For and Against the Amendments to the Constitution, and the following gount 4 :
. -~ “ 2
oreci S e / W i d

(' %n At Cte L Y T the same being the place des:gnated by]aw as the votmg
ce of said plecmct on the Smth day of Novemher 1894 and that you keep the said polls open during
he hours desmnated by law, tovwit, from 8 o’clock-a.m. to 6 o’clock p m.; and that after said hour of 6 p.
m. you proceed, in conjunction with the judges and clerks oi #aid electlon and in accordance with law, to
count the votes polled in your said precinct a:t said e]ect:on Provided, however, That if at the last election
held at said precinct more than one hundred votes were cast, you will’confoim to the requirements of act
as amended March 14, 1887, relating to the appointment of judges and clerks for counting votes; an«ilf,
thereupon, after certi fying correct returns thereof officially, in triplicate, in connection with sald N

managers, you seal and send up liver through one of the manage:ls of the elecrlon one copy. thereof
to ‘rlmﬁ)@! e of' L - COUNtY, one copy of said return to the County‘Clerk .
Y, d the third copy of same to be retained by the ~ \'f"'*-.\

ofﬁoer of the Pleﬁé relve monrt’hs from the day of election. Said réturns must show, H), ftal ~ -
number of votespolled at such box qeeond the number polled for each candidate, accompamrd T .t poll

Y . T,
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Axticles of Faith

I. We believe that the Holy Bible, written by men
divinely inspired, and full of unmixed truth, is a per-
fect Tule of faith and practice,

II. We believe in one God—Father, Son and Holy
Ghost. '

III. We believe that man, once holy, fell by vol-
untary transgression from that happy state, and is

now utterly devoid of holiness.

IV. We believe-that sinners are saved by prace

alone.

.
- -

. . . . ‘.
. V& We believe that men are justified by faith in
Hie Lc;_rd*'.]esu‘s Christ.

.
L

Lo Y !
V‘I.': We believe that salvation is free to all who

- win.aécep; the Gospel,

VII.‘_'-We pbelieve that, execept as a man be re-
newed by the Holy Spirit, he is not qualified or pre-
pared for the kingdom of Christ on earth, or to en-

joy his glory hereafter.

VIII. We beligve that repentance toward God -

and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ are the duties of

every one who hears the Gospel.

IX. We believe that election is the eternal pur-
pose' of God, by which he graciously regenerates, sanc-

{ifies and saves sinners.

X. We believe that sanctification, begun in re-
generation, and ever progressive, iz the process by

which we are made to partake of God’s holiness,

X1. We believe in the preservation of the saints;
that they are kept by.the power of God through faith

unto salvation.

XII. We believe that God’s law is the only, the
eternal and unchangeable, rule of his .church and moral

governnient.

Xill. We believe that a chureh of Qhrist is &
congrepation of baptized believers, united in the faith
and fellowship of the Gospel, observing the ordinances
unc.! obeying the laws of Christ, and thaf its -officers

are pasturs and deacons,

XIV. We believe that Christian baptism is the
immersion of a believer, in water, by a properly quali-

fied administrator, into the name of the Father, Som,

and Holy Ghost.

XV. We believe that only such as have been
properly baptized and received into the fellowship of
a regularly organized Baptist Church, should partake

of the Lord’s Supper.

XVI We believe that the Lord’s day or Christian
Sabbath should be devoutly observed and sacredly de-

voted to religious services.

XVIL. We believe that civil government is of di-
vine appointment, and that the governors of Stales
and nations should be obeyed, when the laws they seek

to enforce are not in cenflict with the Gospel.

XVIIL We believe in the future resurrection of

the dead.

¥1X. Wa believe in the final judgment; and that,
in that day, the righteous and wicked wili be separated

forever.

XX. We believe that the righteous will be made
happy forever in heaven, and the wicked miserable for-

ver in hell,

¢ e g A S e A s et 1oy

WUOTTUTEER T T

RPN



vf{_,.,x.. ‘\t-"}‘”' / 9“}/ i‘ e

i/

Church Covenant

Maving heen led, as we believe, by the Spirit of
Cod to reccive the Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour,
and on the profession of our Taith, having been bap-
tized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Heoly Ghoest, we do new in the presence of Gal,
angels, and this assembly, nost solemnty and joyfully
enter into covenant with one another, as one body in

Chrisl.

We ongage therefore, by the aid of the Holy
fpirit, to walk together in Christian love;' to strive
for the mivancement of this Chureh in knowledge,
holiness, and comfort; to promote its prosperity and
spirituality; te sustain its worship, ordinances, dis-
cipline and dectrines to contribute cheerfully and reg-
ularly to the support of the ministry, lhe expenses of
the Church and the relinf of the poor, and the spread
of the Gospel through all nations.

VWe also cngage {0 maintain family and seccret de-
votions; te religiously educate our children; to scek the
aalvation of our kindred and oequaintances; lo walk
civeumspecily in the world; to be just in our dealings,
fuithiul in our enmagements, and exemplary in our de-
partment; o avoid all tattling, back Iiting and ex-
enaaive anger; Lo abstain from the sale and usz of
intoxicating drinks as a beverage, and to be zealous in
pur efforts to advance the kitgzlom of our Saviour.

We further engage to watch over one another in
hratherty love; to remenber each other in prayer; to
aid cach other in sickness and distress; to cultivate
Christian sympathy in feeling awl courtesy of speech;
to be stow to take offense, but always ready for recon-
ciliation, and mindful of the rules of our Savier fo
seenre ik without delay.

We moreover engage that when we remove from
this place, we will as soon as possible unite with some
othior church, where we can carry oub the spirit pf this
covenant and the principles of God's word,

‘[his is the Church Covenant tuken from Pendleton’s “Church -

Mannual.”

Rules of Order

I. The pastor, or in his absence any member ap-
pointed, shall act as Modérator of ail business meel-
ings of the church.

Il. 1t shail be the duty of the Moderator to keep
order; and in case the Church iz equally divided on
any question, he shall give the casting votle.

IHI. The nieeting shall be opened aud closed with
prayer. :

1V. The order of business shall be:
{, Reading of minutes of previous meeting,
2, The r'eception of members by experience
or letter.

=

GQranthig letters of dismission.
4. Reports of commitiees.
k. Unfinished business.

6. New or miscelianeous business, .

v. A motion before the church must be disposed
of before another motion ecan be entertained, unless
the motion be to amend, postpone, adjourn, or call for
the previous queslion.

. ]
VI ‘The Moderator may speak on any quesiion
by ealling on any brother to preside in his place.

VIi. Every member who speaks shall rise and
firel address the Moderator.

VIIL. The chureh in conference shall entertain
no proposition for discussion which hag not been pre-
sented on motion of one member and seconded by an-
other. ’

iX. On any point of order a member may appeal
from the Moderator to the chutch, whose decision shall
be final.

X. All questions, except that on reception of
sembers, shall be decided by the vote of a majority.



Gregg County Historical Commission

Norman W. Black, D.D.S. 417 Mobberly Avenue Phone 903-757-2261
Chairman Longview, Texas 75602 Fax # 903-753-5337

February 23, 1998

.Cynthia J. Beeman, Administrator
Official Texas Historical Marker Program
Texas Historical Commission

" P. 0. Box 12276 :

Austin, Texas 78711

Re: First Baptist Church of Judson Historical Marker
Application.

Dear Cynthia:

The enclosed application is for an old church in a community
north of Longview, Gregg County. Not until I studied the
brief enclosed brief history did I realize that many of the
early prominent families of Longview were members of this
church. It has never had a large congregation, a Missionary
Baptist Church very dedicated to fundamentals as seen in
their Church Covenant. The church hasgs had thirty-nine
pastors with the most recent pastor now going to another
church. It seems to have a solid core of about one hundred
twenty members.

Wes Whatley is a retired teacher from the Longview
Independent School District. His ancestors figured
prominently in the organization and development of this
church.

Sincerely,

Ppernac’

Norman W. Black, D.D.S.

Enc.



o y TEXAS
Application Form S HISTORICAL

Official Texas Historical Marker COMMISSION

(Please complete both sides of form.) Tfae Staie Agenr:y for H;i:star:c FPresarvation

This miarker is for (tiﬂe or subject): __First Baptist Church of Judson
(Title subject to change by THC staff and/or State Marker Review Board.)

County: GREGG

Marker iocatno&}street address and city, or specn’!c dlre tions from nearest town on state_highway map);
one mile west of Spur 5 f 4 miles north of Longview

Distance and direction of marker toplc from marker site {if applicable): On post in ground in front of
the church.

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Approval of County Historical Commission
The application and narrative history must be approved by the county historical commission before forwarding to

the Texas Historical Commission.

Signature of CHC chair or Marker Committee chair: A J{
' Date: 2 - 3 x~9g

Address: 417 Mobberly Ave. ,
Longview, Texas 75602 phone: 903-757-2261 . G03-7535337

The CHC chair or Marker Committe chair automatrcally w.rll receive all copies of correspondence regardmg this
marker project. : :

Permission of owner for marker placement

Permission for placement of a marker must be obtained from the property owner. Please prowde the name of a
contact person if the owner is an institution, organization, or public entity. This section need not be completed if
the marker is to be placed on right-of-way maintained by the Texas Department'of Transportation,

Name: (- lecvtng — +o_ dnathe o), urcL\)
Contact person (if applicable): 14'.@ e (2. SToirce
Maiting address: Qw—- 2 Beow i D Loiacy 1=, 5.0

. Phone: gQ 3 (oleRB (1 J FAX
Owner’s Signature: W/] {4_) S-ﬁmﬂ }' L (o=lll i Ral »F a

Do you wish to receive copies of all correspondence concerning this marker application? T Yes 3 No

To whom should the request for payment be addressed?

Name: Zent.d L), S_-ron =

Contact person (if applicable):

Mailing address: _ T - e (G0 - /uohé\!i\_ v h 185608
Phone: = FAX

Does this person wish to receive copies of all other correspondernce concemmg ﬂ‘.‘IS application? % Yes [ No

s there anyone else to whom all correspondence concerning this marker appllcatlon shoutd be
addressed? (One addltlonal name and address only, please.) .

Name; /e ?"/eu
Mailing address: /3a & SPPHUQ st /6:{ Lo vy viCed, 7RKes TLeoL - 26 7]

Phone go .i_) 7 ?_ELZLFAX

(over)




: SHIPPING INSTRUCTIONS
In order to facilitate delrvery of the marker, neither post office box numbers nor rural route numbers can be accepted.

. If the marker is_to be placed on the hrghway rlghtwof-way it W||l be shlpped directly to the district highway engineer.
‘Name: . Norman Black

.. Street address: ;%3/ I;Igl?b;gi{ Ave, City Longview, ' State Texas __ Zip 75602
- Phone: 2 ' o o

" TYPE AND SIZE OF MARKER DESIRED (Please check one only)

. Subject Markers

~ This type of marker is solely educational in nature and conveys no legal restrictions to the property. Subject markers
are appropriate for topics such as cemeteries, church congregations, businesses, persons, events, and mstitutlons

- These markers should not be attached to buildings. If the marker is to be attached to a surface other than the
foundry-provided post please provide the requested information in the space below.

1 16" x 12" grave marker (comes with mounting bar} - $260 -

Y. 27" x 42" marker with post ssse L oSo0L
L 27" x 42" marker without post {see below) o ' $800

1. 18" x 28" marker with post - - L e o PEREK

3 18" x 28" marker without post {see below) o $500 B

i not on post, to what (block of granlte gatepost, etc) will the marker be attached?
Type of material? (wood, stone, etc.}

Recorded Texas !Ilstorle Lamdmark Markers'

Markers conveying the Recorded Texas Historic tandmark {(RTHL) designation are reserved. solely for historic structures
deemed worthy of preservation for their architectural integrity and historical associations. The RTHL designation does
carry a measure of legal protection for the structure (see Marker Policies 13 through 18) and for that reason we must
have a legal description (lot and block numbers} for the property to be designated. The most commonly used marker
for conveying this designation is the medallion and plate (also referred to as a building marker); however, the 18" x 28"
or 27" x 42" size marker may be ordered for those who wish a greater amount of historical information to appear in the
marker text. Careful attention should be paid so as not to damage historic building material if the marker is to be

- mounted dlrectly onto the structure The THC staff can prowde alternate ideas for mountmg upon request

0 Medallion, and 16" x 12" plate with post . L .$400

0 Medallion and 16" x.12" plate without post (see below) S < $350 o
O 277 x 42" marker with post _ - -$850. - -
L 27" x 42" marker without post (see below) - .. s eeso-- . %800 .

0O 18" x 28" marker with post C e S . e $BBO -

3 18" x 28” marker W|thout post (see below) R S $600 - -

If not on post, to what (building. gate etc.) will the marker be attached?
Type of material? (wood, stone, etc.) :

Legal description of property (Iot and block ‘numb'ér;r rnetes and bounds):.

Before forwarding your material to the Texds Historical Commrssron please check to make’ sure you ve included the fol-
fowing items. Incomplete applications cannot be considered and may be returnad to rhe applrcant

v completed applrcatlon form signed by the county historical commission charr or marker commrttee charr
v narrative history with reference notes’ and brblrography -

v photograph of the proposed marker location (do not use mstant/PoIarord photos)

v . map indicating marker location and other sites related to the marker topic.

v historic photo of property and current photographs of all elevations (RTHL markers only)

v legal description. of property (RTHL markers only) L T o -
'/ -

v

floor plans (RTHL markers only) L e . P ‘ T
site plan (RTHL markers only) . . L

“Mail completed applications to: : o o RN : : S
Local History Programs, Texas Historical Commlssron P.O: Box 12276 Austin, Texas 78711-2276 512/463-5853

Additional items, including directional signs and replacement parts for 1936 markere are available. Please contact the

Local History Programs office for a separate order form
Rev. 1997



History of the First Baptist Church of Judson
Judson, Texas

Lawrenceville School was used as a place of worship by many Christians in the 1870’s in
northern Gregg County. Many who attended were of the Baptist Faith. Around 1880 thirteen
people obligated themselves financially to start a fund in order to build a Béptist Church. They
were: F. M Ponder, Hiram Whatley, W. N. Dickinson, E. PreWett, J. W. Lawrence, R. W.
Persons, Davis Adrian, Judge Blackburn, J. W. Croft, E. E Crain, Mrs. Lewis, and two
anonymous donors. They pledged $25.50 and 500 board feet of lumber'.

Judson Baptist Church was officially organized on Septeniber 14, 1883%. W. B. Brewer
(1883-1887) was the first Elder. Silas A. Smart and A. E. Hiett were elected Deacons September
9, 1885. Mr. and Mrs. R. D. Smith and Mr. and Mrs. G. C. Renfro were charter members. That

| same year the church was named Judson upon the recommendation of Mrs. Hiram (Georgia)
Whatley’. She had been a member of Judson Baptist Church in Lawrenceville, Alabama, before
her family moved to Texas in 1870.

Adoniram Judson (1788-1850) was America’s first foreign missionary. He was born in
Massachusetts, graduated from Brown University, and studied for the ministry at Andover
Seminary where he became a member of a foreign mission interest group®. He and his wife Ann
sailed for India in 1812 as Congregationalist missionaries, but embraced the Baptist point of
view on b'aptism while aboard ship. While in Burma, he was imprisoned for t\\;o years under

dreadful conditions accused of being a British spy. He later translated the English Bible into

1 paper of Mrs. Hiram.(Georgia) Whatle

2 hurch Roll & Record Book #2, pe. 1
2 Baptist Progress, Vol. XXIX, No. 15

4 Adoniram Judson, Faith C. Bailey, pgs. 7-20



Burmese, produced an English to Burmese/Burmese to English'dictiona.ty and composed much
literature. He was a master at training evangelists and pastors informally. He served for 38 years
as a foreign missionary in Burma’.

The charter members felt it necessary to organize the church since there was no other
church of like faith in their immediate neighborhood. In keeping with the principles of a
Missionary Baptist Church, her government was of a democratic nature, said members adopting
through their Articles of Faifh and Rules of Order, “that the governmental power is in the hands
of the people; that the right of a majority of members should rule in accordance with the law of
Christ; that the power of the church could not be alienated; and that church action was final.”
Judson Baptist Church adopted the 20 Articles of Faith as presented in J. M. Pendleton’s original

| church manual®. They continued to meet at Lawrenceville School until early 1894.

During 1886-87 the church elected messengers {o participate in matters of business
during the annual gathering of sister churches at Association (Baptist Missionary Association)
and District meetings’.

On Sunday, September 26, 1891, a committee composed of J. H. Newton, G. C. Renfro,
and A. H. Crawford submitted to the Church recommendations and specifications of a building
in which to worship. The House of Worship would be 43 feet long and 32 feet wide, frame
structure, walls 12 feet high, stand north ﬁnd south, three windows on east and west sides, two

windows on north and south ends with windows being 12”x 16”. There would be two rows of

seats, eight fect long on each side of the church with the middle row being 10 feet long.

5 Who's Who in Christian Histoty, J. D. Douglas, pgs. 386-387
5 Church Roll & Record Book #1, pgs. 17-29
7 Chureh Roll & Record Book #t1, pg. 62



R. E. Attlesey, A. H. Crawford, G. C. Renfro, S. A. Smart, and sistérs Nobie Page and Mis.
Hiram {Georgia)} Whatley were to solicit contributions®.

On April 22, 1893, a committee was chosen to select a site for the building of the church.
Mr. and Mrs. Hiram Whatley responded by donating a one-acre tract of land on which the church
was built’. The church was completed in less than one year. The present building is located on
the same plot of Jand.

On October 26, 1894, County Judge J. T. Smith appointed Hiram Whatley as presiding
officer, and designated “Judson Courthouse” as the place designated by law as the voting place
61‘ Precinct 2, Gregg County, Texas, for the General Election November 6, 1894,

Judson Baptist Church is located 6.4 nﬁles north of downiown Longview on Judson Road
(Spur 502) and west 1.0 mile on FM Road 1844 (Seven Pines Road).

The oak i:rees still stand in front of the church with some showing small bulges on the
trunk where hitching rings (used to tie horses and mules) had been driven in the trunk more than
100 years ago'l.

Since there was no baptistry, baptismal services were conducted in the creek east of the
church (creek was dug out), later in the Will Fuller Pond (two miles west of church on Highway
1844), and later Whitehurst Lake (road junction of Judson Road and Highway 259). Services
were usually conducted once a year, after the summer re\,:iva 2, Many years there were thirty or

more candidates for Baptism, and after tiring the pastor was assisted by male church members".

® Op.Cit., pes. 87-89
® James Dixon Survey, Gregg Co., TX, vol. 122, pg, 102
10 Document from State of Texas, Papers of Mrs. Hiram Whatley
© " Statement by Church Deacon, Harold Stone Personal lnterview
2 Statement by Church Member, Mrs. Van {(Kathryn) McAfee, Personal Interview
13 gtatement by Mrs. Neil (June) Killingsworth, Personal Interview



During the summer the church held one or more week long singing schools. People of all
ages learned many techniques of singing one of which was the Sacred Harp singing style, and
were taught how to read shaped notes, line out a melody, develop a pattern of leading, and how
to dictate pitch by raising and lowering of the director’s hand. On Sunday after the singing
school, the church held an “‘all day singing and dinner on the ground.” Most of Gregg County’s
better singers were a product of small church singing schools'.

The early members of Judson Baptist §vere mostly farmers, God-fearing, hard working,
good citizens, loved their country, helped each other in times of neeLl, and their word was their
bond"”. They met in Conference on Saturday, 7:00 p.m. before the fourth Sabbath of each
month'®. Church business was conducted at this time. The question was always asked if any
member “had not lived up to duty” during the past month. If a member stated that he or she had
not, and asked for forgiveness, all was forgiven. If a member reported seeing another member
“not living up to duty,” a committee was appointed to investigate the charges and reported back
the next month. Opportunity was given for the member to acknowledge the unchristian conduct.
All was forgiven if the person asked for forgiveness. The person who did not come forward and
make acknowledgements was dismissed from the church. Unchristian conduct included:
dancing, allowing dancing in the home, drinking, selling or making liquor, heresy (joining
another denomination), and nonattendance. A male member could not be absent more than two

consecutive Conferences without consent of the moderator (pastor)"’.

1% Comments by Westey W. Whatley
8 Church Covenant, Judson Baptist Church
1€ Church Roll & Record Book #1, pg. 78

17 Judson Baptist Rules of Decorum, September 1900, Article §



Judson Baptists have always supported foreign missions. The most noteworthy period
was 1886-1902 when one-half of church tithes and offerings went to foreign missions'®,

Shortly before 1900 Hiram A. “Gus” Whatley gave one acre of land immediately west of
the church for a cemetery”. No cedar trees were to be planted, only magnolias and other
evergreens®. The cemetery has been enlarged since then with Ernest Holland and Elmer E.
Stone giving onc-half acres, each, to the Church?®’, _

It is evident by looking at the grave markers in the cemetery that the men of the church
answered the Call to Arms during armed conflict-——Confederate veterans, veterans of World War
I, World War II, Korea, and Vietnam are buried there. Many members of the church are
veterans.

With the church growing and in keeping with the Church Covenant to “religiously
educate our childre;{ZZ, the body elected to organize a Sunday School in July 1901%.

On the first Sunday in November 1902, Sister Viola Stephens was elected to organize the
Ladies Auxiliary. Miss Mary McLendon was elected President; Miss Elija Smith, Vice
President; Mrs. Vannie Fuller, Secretary; and Miss Effie Smith, Tréasurer“.

On April 1, 1922, a time for weekly prayer meetings was established. They began each
Sunday evening at 7:30%.

The Baptist Young Peoples Training Union (B.Y.P.U.) was organized on April 6, 1924.

18 Church Roll & Record Book #1, pgs. 62-100
19 james Dixon Survey, Gregg Co., TX, vol. 122, pg. 102

- 2 Judson Baptist Rules of Decorum adopted Sept. 1900, Article 18
21 Judson Cemetery Records

22 Church Covenant, 3" paragraph, 2' sentence, Book #1, 1885-1898
23 Church Roll & Record Book #2, pg. 11

24 On. Cit, pg. 14
25 Church Roll & Record Book #3, April 1, 1922 Minutes



Four Group Captains and a Quiz Leader were named®®. On June 9-11, 1941, Judson Baptist
Cimrch was the host church for the Annual State B.Y.P.U. Convention. More than 150
.messengers and visitors attended. The Ladies Auxiliary had the task of cooking meals,
‘washing/hand drying more than 450 plates, 1,200 knives, forks, and spoons each day”.

The farmers in this area struggled to make a living in the 192_0’3 due to falling cotton
prices. Then came the stock market crash on October 29, 1929, that helped bring on the Great
Depression. 'i‘he 1930’s was a period of high unemployment, low wages, and bank failures.
Many lost entire savings. And yet, church members saw the need to build a new church. A
finance committee composed of Lorene Hamby, Lois Mattox, Robert McLendon, and I. E.
McKnight was responsible for raising funds for the new church building. The building was
completed in late summer 1935. It was dedicated on Sunday, October 6, 1935. The morning
dedication sermon was preached by Elder C. L. Cameron, and the afternoon sermon by Elder O.
F. Barton. Tt contained the main auditorium, and four classrooms®.

The church began full-time pastoral work on a day church members will always
remeniber—the day was December 7, 1941. Elder B. E. Petty (1940-45) began full-time work.
Two ordained ministers were members of the church, Elder H. L, Bruher and J, C. Harrell®.

Active deacons in 1941 were: 1. S. McLendon, Chairman of the Board; A. C. McAfee,
Treasurer; Knox Smith, Charles Mattox, Ray Sparks, J. E. McKnight, Emmett Whitehurst, John

Callaway, Jim Landers, and Bill Slater. Mrs. A. C. McAfee had been serving as Church Clerk

since September 1924,

26 Op. Cit,, April 6, 1924 Minutes

27 pp. Cit,, June 9-11, 1941 Minutes

8 Church Relt & Record Book #3, October 6, 1935 Minutes
2 Op. Cit., December 7, 1941 Minutes

80 Judson Baptist Chureh, Deacons List



Since 1941 the Church has purchased several more acres adjoining the original acre tract,
and has purchased additional cemetery space’'.

A new sanctuary was built in 1958 adjoining the old sanctuary. The old sanctuary was
bricked with matching bricks. The debt was paid off in 1960.

For a number of years the church remained debt free. However, church members were
active in mission support. They started a mission church, the Liberty Baptist Church on Loop
281, and support a mission church in Chicago. They also support the following: Baptist
Encampment at Gary, Jacksonville Baptist College, local and foreign missions, Baptist Home for
Children at Waxahachie, and the Baptist Missionary Alliance Seminary. The church presently
has 264 membérs, with 112 who are active™, |

In 1997 a new Fellowship Hall was started, and will be completed in early 1998. Church
members have done all of the work,. and it is paid for”.

Present Deacons are: Ernie Gallaway, Chairman; Seborn Smith, Jerry Long, Johnny
Steed, Thomas McAfee, Gene Freeman, and Harold Stone™.

Since its humble beginning in 1883, J udson Baptist Church has seen the community,
séven miles north of Longview, become known as Judson. Before 1900, Lawrenceville School
becanie Judson School. (Later Omega, Alpine, Tryon, and Winterfield schools consolidated with
Judson.)

On December 8, 1952, Judson Post Office opened®. State Highway north from

Longview became known as Judson Road long ago. There are several businesses with the name

31 Statement by Church Deacon Harold Stone, Personal interview
32 ppig

33 pid

34 Ihid

35 p.0. Records, Betly Little, Postmistress



of Judson, a Judson Plaza, and a Judson Lions Club. Adoniram Judson, America’s first foreign
missionary, sailed to India in 1812 never to know that a church would be named for him in a
small community seven miles north of Longview, Texas in 1885, and a growing community
named Judson has emerged.

Respectfully submitted,

ey 7y
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Texas Historical Commission (ECB), 7/22/98; REV 8/13/98

27" x 42" Official Texas Historical Marker with post
Gregg County (Job #15798)
Location: 6.4 mi. N of Longview on SH Spur 502; 1 mi. Won FM 1844

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF JUDSON

IN THE 1870s THE PEOPLE OF THIS COMMUNITY MET IN THE LAWRENCE-
VILLE SCHOOL FOR CHRISTIAN WORSHIP SERVICES. THIRTEEN LOCAL
BAPTISTS ORGANIZED THEIR OWN CHURCH IN 1883, CONTINUING TO
MEET IN THE SCHOOL BUILDING. FOUNDING MEMBER GEORGIA WHATLEY
SUGGESTED THE NAME JUDSON MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH FOR A
CHURCH SHE HAD ATTENDED IN LAWRENCEVILLE, ALABAMA WHICH
WAS NAMED IN HONOR OF ADONIRAM JUDSON (1788-1850), AMERICA’S
FIRST FOREIGN MISSIONARY. IN 1886, THE JUDSON MISSIONARY BAPTIST
CHURCH BEGAN TO SUPPORT MISSION WORK.

MEMBERS BEGAN TO PLAN FOR THEIR OWN HOUSE OF WORSHIP IN 1891.
GEORGIA AND HIRAM WHATLEY DONATED A PLOT OF LAND, AND THE
STRUCTURE WAS ERECTED IN 1894. BAPTISMAL SERVICES WERE CON-
DUCTED IN THE CREEK EAST OF THE CHURCH AFTER THE YEARLY SUM-
MER REVIVAL HAD TAKEN PLACE. THE BAPTISMS LATER WERE HELD ON
A MEMBER'S PROPERTY AND THEN AT NEARBY WHITEHURST LAKE.

IN THE LATE 1890s H. A. WHATLEY GAVE ONE ACRE FOR A CEMETERY.
SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGAN IN 1901, A LADIES' AUXILIARY WAS FORMED
IN 1902, AND THE BAPTIST YOUNG PEOPLE’S UNION WAS ORGANIZED
AT THE JUDSON CHURCH iN 1924. A NEW CHURCH BUILDING WAS
ERECTED IN 1935, AND THE CHURCH WAS ABLE TO HIRE ITS FIRST
FULL-TIME PASTOR IN 1941. BY 1800 PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 2,
GREGG COUNTY, WAS KNOWN AS JUDSON. IN 1952 A U. S. POST OFFICE
OPENED IN THE COMMUNITY, TAKING THE NAME JUDSON. .

THE MEMBERSHIP, MANY OF THEM DESCENDANTS OF; THE PIONEERS OF
THIS PART OF GREGG COUNTY, NUMBERED MORE THAN 260 IN 1998. THE
CONGREGATION CONTINUES TO BE ACTIVE IN MISSION WORK AND IN
SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY OF JUDSON.

PLEASE CHECK ONE AND SIGN: (1998)

[% | approve this text as written,

Please consider the revisions as

Q}"tm A . Gepy CHC

{signature) f“ﬂ-.‘lﬁﬁg’




First Baptist Church of Judson
Gregg County (Job #16598)- incise on back of marker

J. B. BAUCUM, JR.
MITCHELL BILLINGSLEY
B. M. BIRDSONG
NELLIE BOYD
LOUISE BRELSFORD
E. T. & MARTHA BRILEY
BILLY R. CABBINESS
CHARLES DAVIS
DWAYNE HARRIS
DIANE HOLLIS
BUCK JORDAN
JUDSON LIONS CLUB
JUNE WHATLEY KILLINGSWORTH
JO ANN, KATHRYN, & RAY LANDERS
KATHRYN McAFEE
THOMAS McAFEE
EDWIN McKNIGHT
JESSIE McKNIGHT
MATTIE BELLE REPPOND -
BYRON ROACH
SAM SATTERWHITE
JUDGE MICKEY SMITH
MELVIN SPARKS
LARRY STOKES
HAROLD STONE
KEITH STONE
GEORGE WHATLEY
ROBERT WHATLEY
WESLEY L. WHATLEY
LINDA WHITEHURST
TOMMY YOUNG |

Frd e vy
AN

maiwt CHECK ONE AND SIGN:

& approve this text gs written

O  prease consid
ted on thj copy.

(signature)

er the revisiong as



T E X A S | Geolrge W.Bush * Gouernor

Jo]‘u:l L. Nauy, H[ »  Chairman

H | S T O RI C A L | Curtis Tunnell *  Executive Director _
C OMMISSION The State Agency ](Or Historic Preservation

September 4, 1998

Harold W. Stone, Deacon
First Baptist Church of Judson
Route 2 Box 190

Longview, TX 75605

RE: FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF JUDSON
27 x 42" marker w/ post
Job # 15798 - Inscription Revision

Dear Mr. Stone:
Enclosed is the revised inscription for the above-referenced hlstorlcal marker. Ihave tried to

incorporate most of the changes that you suggested, but various style and spacing requirements
may have required some compromising,.

If you approve the inscription, please sign and return the enclosed copy of the text. If not, pleasé
- let me know and I will work on it further with you. To avoid any unnecessary delays, please
- consult with all parties listed below before returning your approval or submitting any suggested
revisions.

As mentioned in earlier correspondence, the marker will not be ordered for casting until a final

inscription is approved by all parties, as documented by the return of each person’s signed copy
of the inseription.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Q/% C £

Emily Cole Bell, Hlstonan
Official Texas Historical Markers
History Programs Division

pc: Dr. Norman Black, Gregg CHC
Wesley L. Whatley

| P.O.Box 12276 * Austin, TX 78711-2276 = 512/463-6100 <+ Fax512/475-4872 < TDD 1-800-735-2989



First Baptist Church of Judsen
P.O. Box 53
Judson, Texas 75660-0053

March 5, 1999

Dr. Norman W. Black
611 Sylvan Drive
Longview, Texas 75602

Dear Dr. Black,

" We are pleased that the Texas Historical Commission in Austin approved an official Texas Historical Marker
for the First Baptist Church of Judson. We want to offer our special thanks to you and the Gregg County
Historical Commission for all of your efforts in helping us to realize this special recognition. The marker
recognizes the historical significance of our church. Organized in 1883, the First Baptist Church of Judson
is one of the oldest congregations in Gregg County. With a present membership of 282, our church continues
to be an active and growing congregation in the community of Judson. |

As you also know, we plan to dedicate the historical marker in a brief dedication ceremony at 1:30 pm on
Sunday, March 21, 1999. Several local dignitaries in addition to representatives of the Gregg County
Historical Commission have been invited as special guests. The congregation has extended a special invitation
to past and present church leaders.

PR

We would like for you to serve as Master of Cerempniejs' for the dedication ceremony. Refreshments will be
served in our new Family Life Center immediately following the dedication ceremony. Please bring any guests

you wish to bring.

We look forward to meeting you and expressing our appreciation in person.

Sincerely yours,

Mpcvnic QL
Rev. Marvin F. Wittenburg
Pastor, First Baptist Church, Judson

-
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Wesley Whatley stands in front of the First Bébtist::(:huréh

‘of Judson, which will hold a dedication ceremon

o chireh Whatlav racearchad the rhirech’a hictan: camniling tha infarmatian that will Aan ~n tha man imant

Kevin Green/Staff Photographer

y March 21 for a new historical marker honoring the

Marker to detail history of
First Baptist Church of Judson

By Anntoinette Moore
Staff Writer

he tens of thousands of Longview-area residents who
drive Judson Road each day probably don’t know it, but
they are traveling a road with links to America’s first
missionary, Adoniram Judson, who lived from 1788-
1850,

The road feads to the Judson community, named for
the First Baptist Church of Judson, which in turn was named in
honor of the missionary, Wesley Whatley said.

Whatley, a retired school administrator, has spent the past year
or 0 researching the history of the church and the community. He
has strong ties to the area: His great-grandfather, Hiram Whatley,
donated land in 1894 to build the first church, and his great-
grandmother, Georgia Whatley, suggested the name Judson.

‘Whaﬂey’s efforts will bear {ruit at 1:30 p.m. March 21 when a
new historical marker outlining the history of the church and com-
munity will be dedicated.

“The church is deserving of one, and it’s the only church in Tex-
as, to my knowledge, that was named in honor of America’s first
missionary,” he said.

“I'm honored to have a small part in that. I think the man is
deserving of recognition,” said Whatley, who examined church and
county records to gather information for the historical marker.

“The man must have been brilliant,” he said of Judson, who
grew up in Massachusetts, graduating from Brown University and
studying for the ministry at Andover Seminary.

Judson and his wife, Ann, left Massachusetts for India in 1812 as
Congregationalist missionaries, Whatley said. However, while sail-
ing to India, they became believers in the total immersion way of
baptism and so became Bapiist missionaries.

Judson was imprisoned for two years in Burma after he was
accused of being a British spy. He later translated the English
Bible into Burmese and produced an English/Burmese and
Burmese/English dictionary. *

He served as a Baptist missionary and was a master teacher,

[ TR R R P Tatal
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tralmng evangehsts in India and
Burma for 38 years, Whatley said.
~Whatley’s great-grandparents
mmioved from Alabama to East Tex-
ag, to what would become Judson,
ir.i 1870, he said.
am Whatley “farmed and was

a schoolteacher in the
Lawrenceville School. Georgia
Whatley was a homemaker, They
Had a number of children, and
many of their descendants still live
in this area,” Whatley said.
~'Thirteen Baptists in the area
formed a church Sept. 14, 1883,
Whatley said. His great-
grandfather was part of that

»
)
.

group. That same year, his great-
grandmother suggested they name
the ehurch Judson Baptist Church

_in honor of the missionary, he said.

Georgia Whatley had belonged to
Judson Baptist Church in
Lawrenceville, Ala., before her
family moved to Texas, Whatley
said.

“I just feel real strong that those
people sacrificed a lot. They formed
that church during the Panic of
1883,” when times were hard, he
said. The original members
pledged $25.50 in cash and 500
board feet of lumber to provide
financial resources for the church,

Whatley said.

The Baptists in the area met at
the Lawrenceville School; they
didn’t yet have a church bu.lldmg,

he gaid.

S0, in 1894, Hiram Whatley
donated an acre of land for a
church building, Whatley said.

“My grandfather, Hiram Augus-
tus (Whatley), gave an acre of land
for the (church) cemetery, some-
time before 1900,” he said.

In 1935, church members again
sacrificed to build a second church
building, although it was the
depths of the Great Depressmn
Whatley said.

Their sacrifice and dedication
Just shows their commitment to
God, he said.

“The people of East Texas now g
will know how Judson community !
got its name. Everything comes
{rom the church. It’s all in honor of
Adoniram Judsen,” Whatley said..

“I'm just grateful now that he
will get a little recogmtmn ” he
said. :

The dedication ceremony will be

" in front of the church and will be
_led by the church’s pastor, the Rev. :

Marvin Wittenburg, and Gregg

" County historian Dr. Norman

Black.
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF JUDSON
HISTORICAL MARKER DEDICATION
Sunday, March 21, 1999., 1:30 P.M.

Good afternoon. Welcome tc the dedication of an Official
Texas Historical Marker: The First Baptist Church of

Judson.

ﬁpather Capehart will play tlie Star Spangled Banner.

Reverend Dannie Trimble, former pastor of the First Baptist
—

Church of Judson, will give the invocation followed by

remarks from Mr. Harold Stone......Thank you Heather

Rev. Trimble and Mr. Stone.

We have some guests with us this afterncon who I would like
to intreoduce. First, for some of you who may not know, the
Gregg County Historical Commission is an arm of the county
government, appointed by the County Judge and Commissioners
Court. It is the responsibility of the historical

commission to protect and presgrve our county's historical
heritage and to encourage others to do the same. [We may
have some members of the Historical Commission with us

today] These proceedings are being taped by Nancy McWhorter,
Directdr of the Greygg County Historical Museum. With her is

Janet Brown, also of The Historical Museum.

THER GUESTS(Introduce other guests present.) ~Jim Mowlapmer y cons- ol LG yerrdy

ETTERS

PEAKERS
{SMITH &
MERRITT)

Gerqedivie Hund ) sdle 5wv1v1«.q 4rendol)ld of JATY 2N a Heorqp Whetlew,

Mrs. Francis Satterwhite and Mr. Harold Stone willi read some

letters we've received pertaining to this event....Thank you

Mrg. Satterwhite and Mr. Stone.
—— —

We are very fortunate to have two of our most important
elected Gregg County Officials with us today and they are
going to speak to us: Gregg County Judge Mickey Smith and

Texas State Representative Tommy Merritt....Judge Smith.

Thank you Judge Smith.




2

TOMMY M. And now, Tommy Merritt....... Thank you Tommy.
’—'-_‘-_._m“'—‘__——'- o
ADDRESS One who needs no introduction to us will bring the address,
' Reverend Marvin Whittenberg...... Thank you, Bo6ther
e b
Whittenberg.

ﬁ%}ﬂj,ﬁpﬂJaﬁefore the marker is unveiled by Mr. Wesley Whatley and

Mr. Harold Stone, I want to dedicate this Official Texas
F"—'—'_"'—_—_'-_m__—-r--’_‘ L S

Historical Marker, and I am very proud to do so... I want to

dedicate this marker to the founding and past members, the

present members, and all the future members of the First

Baptist Church of Judsondt .. Thagﬁ you Harold and Wes and
ure . sl

Y, these two gentlemen did yeomen WOSE/pQ

make this occasion possible: Mr. Whatley did the research

not incidenta

and wrote the history for the historical marker application
and Mr. Stone did most of the planning, set the marker and
is responsible for the beautiful setting in which the marker

QEAngQ,_ is placed. Many others helped, too. And Mr. Whatley will
TExT read the text of the historical marker...... Thank you, Wes.

'RESENTAT. whaL,we—wiL;_now—saeﬂaﬁd“hEar~is-ﬁet_gn_yguf—prﬁgram*_fgf—a

yoodreasen. Harold Stone w111 come over and make a

presentation.
— P2 J.C. Ht"nnl-e»:s 0
cttonforn] ' '
JENEDICT. After the bened1ct10n4there Elll be a reception in the New
2te
Fellowship Hall..... Rev. - .

Thank you all for coming.

SO
%eg }Z%da\f )j



FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF JUDSON
HISTORICAL MARKER

DEDICATION

MARCH 21,1999

s s




MASTER OF CEREMONIES-———=c—m—ee—- DR.BLACK

NATIONAL ANTHEM~—m=——=m- HEATHER CAPEHART
INVOCATION~= = === —mm— e REV. DANNY TRIMBLE
WELCOME — — ===~~~ e HAROLD STONE
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS-—~—rmm=—mmc DR BLACK

FRANCES SATTERWHITE
HAROLD STONE

SPEAKERS--=———w=w- HONORABLE MICKEY SMITH
HONORABLE TOMMY MERRITT

ADDRESS-—=ww——m———— REV. MARVIN WITTENRURG
DEDICATION OF MARKER~--—=——m——m-x DR BLACK
UNVEILING OF MARKER-—~=——- WESLEY WHATLEY

HAROLD STONE

READING OF MARKER-==——m=——- WESLEY WHATLEY
PRESENTATION-~—m==ma e e HAROLD STONE

BENEDICTION-~—~=-—m—e e REV,IRBY BATES

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF JUDSON

IN THE 1870s THE PECPLE OF THIS COMMUNITY MET
IN THE LAWRENCEVILLE SCHOOL FOR CHRISTIAN
WORSHIP SERVICES. THIRTEEN LOCAL BAPTISTS
ORGANIZED THEIR OWN CHURCH IN 1883,CONTINUING TO
MEET IN THE SCHOOL BUILDING. FOUNDING MEMBER
GEORGIA WHATLEY SUGGESTED THE NAME JUDSON
MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH FOR A CHURCH SHE HAD
ATTENDED IN LAWRENCEVILLE ALABAMA WHTCH WAS
NAMED FOR MISSIONARY ADONIRAM JUDSON (1788-
1850), AMERICA’S FIRST FOREIGN MISSIONARY. IN
1886, THE JUDSON MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH BEGAN
TO SUPPORT MISSION WORK.

MEMBERS BEGAN TO PLAN FOR THEIR OWN HOUSE OF
WORSHIP IN 1891 GEORGIA AND HIRMAN WHATLEY
DONATED A PLOT OF LAND, AND THE STRUCTURE WAS
ERECTED IN 1854, BAPTISMAL SERVICES WERE
CONDUCTED IN THE CREEK EAST OF THE CHURCH AFTER
THE YEARLY SUMMER REVIVAL HAD TAKEN PALCE. THE
BAPTISMS LATER WERE HELD ON A MEMBER'S PROPERTY
AND THEN AT NEARBY WHITEHURST LAKE. IN THE LATE
189058 H.A. WHATLEY GAVE ONE ACRE FOR A CEMETERY.
SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGAN IN 1901, A LADIES’ AUXILIARY
WAS FORMED IN 1502, THE BAPTIST YOUNG PEOPLE’ S
UNION WAS ORGANIZED AT THE JUDSON CHURCH IN
1924. A NEW CHURCH BUILDING WAS ERECTED IN 1935,
AND THE CHURCH WAS ABLE TO HIRE ITS FIRST FULL-
TIME PATOR IN 1941, BY 1900 PUBLIC SCHOOL
DISTRICT NO.2 GREGG COUNTY, WAS KNOWN AS JUDSON.
IN 1952 AN U.S. POST OFFICE OPENED IN THE
COMMUNITY, TAKING THE NAME JUDSON.

THE MEMBERSHIP, MANY OF THEM DESCENDANTS OF THE
PIONEERS OF THIS PART OF GREGG COUNTY, NUMBERED
MORE THAN 260 IN 1998. THE CONGREGATION
CONTINUES TO BE ACTIVE IN MISSION WORK AND IN
SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY OF JUDSON.




