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Unsign'ed. Bank Notes Taken 'L'ed to 'De'athlof
Notorious Bill Dalton in Oklahoma a Few
Months After Robbery in 1894

© By FRELIN

{8pecial ‘times Correspondent}

Longview, Texas, April 22.
“loeal dairyman, told todav how,

ACORD

—P. T, Boyd, a 68- Vé -0td
as a Vouth of 23, he harely

escaped becoming a victim of Lhe deadly aim of Jim Bennelt,

~one of Cklahoma's

famed Dalton gang, during the _Vhold up

" +of the First National Bank here on May 23, 1894.

Led by Bill Ddlton, last of

the four blothel desperadoes

“who murdered and robbed throughout the sounthwest just

before ‘the turn of the century. _
%2,500 in loot and leff

north toward Bed river with

the bandit- gang éscaped
hehind

one Longview man dead, one mortally wounded, one crippied

for

haiy

out and a crack Winchester shot.

. Boyd gave a vivid eye-wit-?
ness account of the desperate
~gun hattle that followed the
bank robbery whern this
- peaceful East Texas town was
thrown into'a turmoil by the
sudden reports of rifle and
six-shooter fire, and the sick-
‘ening whine of bullets from
‘eutlaws’ Winchesters.
y "I was at the courthouss when the
.ﬂ;st thot was fired,” Boyd recans.
Mstening to court argument in 8
Aiwsuit, None of us, st first, reahz\.d
what was happening.

“But when I saw the city marshal
pull his gun and start running for
;the door I joined him.”

Boyd and Clty Marshal Muckelroy—
gun in hand—were on a dead run
from the courthouse fo the bank
when Jim Bennett sighted them end
started riring.

. Bhooting from the hip, the bandi
put the offlcer out of the flght with
3 40-82 bullet in the groin. As Mue-
kelroy dropped, Boyd, who was un-
armed, retreated to the cover of the
ecourthouse, where he watched the
battle

"1 wasn't three feet frov'n Mat when
" he was hit,” the dairyman went on,
* It could Just as well have been me.
» "Mab was saved from gerlous in-
_ --Jury bF two sfiver doliars in hls’
pants’ pocket, The coins spilt the
buliet, half bored through his
clothes, the other half put a <eep
crease In hls thigh, That Bennett was
& dead shot with his Winchester spe-

~

. clal.  The gun is still here. They
have it at the bank.” ’
Two Notches in Rifle

Fowerful, short-barrelled, of the

. #arly saddle holster type, Jim Ben-
©bett’s Winchester speclal may be seen
todny in the vault of the First Na-
gl bark here. An 1BS8 model, the
Tleifle shows two disiinet otehes on
the underside «f bts stoek.
UIts still a mighty good rifle,” C A.
. Lottls, president of the Pirst National
bhank, told a reporter. “I wuse it for
& deer gun.
“One of the most interesting things
- about it 15 that Its sight 1s of bone.
“The story—and I don’'t doubt the
truth of it—-is that the piece of bone
- is. from & human skull from the
haad of’ one ior Benentt's victims,”
"It Jim Bemnett just hadn't met n
otrnlght-ahoot‘,ing. fearless hardware
‘merchant (who stiil refuses to let
" his name be‘published) with a Celt
45 he could have two more nofches

waike:dd

in his gun's stock. George RBucking=
ham and Charles Learned both died
as the result of Bennctt's deadly fire
on that May afteruoon, Buckingham
instanitly, and Learned a month Ialer.
In a raid on a Colfeyville, Kznsas,
bank; Emmett, Grattan and (the ap-
propriately named) Rob Dalion met

‘thelr doom some bwo years bofore the
last of the four brothers led his band

into Longview. : .

Weeks before the robberg the
audaclous Dalton sent a nste:w,m-
ing olflcials that he planned Lo rob

the bank. It was never taken serfously. 1.

The bank in 1894 was located across
Fredonia streeb and four doors further
west nlong Tyler street {rom where
it 15 now, The fdur outlaws, Bill Dal-

ton, Jim Bennetl, and BlUi snd Jim
Nite—also Known as Hill and Jim
Jones—left thelr horses iu the nar-
row street--now knowae as hank ave-
nue—ib the rear of tae bani,
Handed Bankar MNote

Jim  Bennetlt ook up his stakion
to guard the horses and ach as look-
out. The three othess, with Wih-
chesters concealed under long, hlack,

slickers thrown carelessly over thelr
shoulders, went around to the Iront
of the buliding. Bill Nite stayed in
the street in front of the whank to
guatd any unexpeeled attack.

It was 4 o'clock i the aflesnoon.
The Texas and Pacific's daily pas-
senger traln was due at the depot
a hall block spubh; Distiict Juage
Gardon Russcll was holding cours n
the old courthouse a Wlack nortlh
{fram the bank. The streets were prac-
teally deserted, all idlers being oithier
at the depot or in the cmu"r\on‘

Bilt Palton and Jim Niie ontered
the bank. The presldent, Joseph Clem-
mons, the cashicr. Tom Clemmons,
and a reiative of Lba two, Jfosn Conke,
were present. :

The feared Dklahoma gang
casually up o Lhe bangk
dow and handed President

moens

a folded note, scribbled in” penecil,
whlch read: .
Hame, May 23, 1893
c"'f%him First Nationat” Bank,
Lm\;:ue“

Thls will Introdues-to you Chars
les Speckelmeyer who wants some
maney and Js golng to have I

B. ani F.
(The nole was erraneously dated by
a vear and the name, Charles Speckel-
meyer, was & comoen allas of Dalton's,
nccording to Henry C. ailer, Nacog-
doghes, an autherity on seubhwestoran
pandit lore. The B, and F‘. supposedly

il d AP"! 1

lonk-

emnants o

221624 — re;r:ka

OM

Ok]n, Lwo mnnths l.\ter

who led a b’mﬂit gang into Longvlew, Te:\aﬂ
the Fiest \’1tlona1 bank, and escaped with $2 500, The gan

on ’\Iay 2 s

of & nearby sawv mlill where the four
bandits had worked for & few, days
while planning the robbery).

As the president of the bank read
the note, a taut stilinecss settled oyar
the banking room. No one moved_ Not
one of “the flve men
Then Tom Clemmons, realizing that
someéthing was amiss, walked out
from behindhis cage. The two ban-
dits showed their Winchesters. Joseph
Clammmons was covered and .Dalton
began scooping up’ all the cash and
currency In slght. Tom Clemmons and
Josh Cooke stood with hands high,

Reaches for Rifle

Then & map named Bartholomew
walked In through' the freomt door.
No one seemed to know why Blll Nite
let nim enter unless it was that Bar-
tholomew  was alone and unarmed.
As the man, a Longview merchant,
came Into the room Jim Nite raised
his rifle.

“Don't kill anyone,”
cried, and reached tor
chester,

The banker grabbed the gun near
the hammer, as Nite tried to shoot
Bim down. When the bandlt pulled
the trigger, thie hammer of the rifle
struek the meaty party of Clemmons'
ha~d between the thumo and the
forefinger. The rifle didn't fire,

In the excltement, Josh Cooke es-
caped unnoticed through a side door

Tom Clernmons
Nite's Win-

an alrm,

One of the first mnn Lo hear was
‘George Buckingham, a bartender who
grabbed a six-shooter and dashed for
the temr of the bank. Jim Bennett
stopped him with a bullet in the
face before the bartender could tell
whether the bpandit was friend or
foe. That was the opening.shot of

s gun-fight that, after 45 years, .ls

stlll & subject of much 'conversatlon
in thess parts.

As the bartender dropped, Bermet.t
hat puiled low cover his eyes,” Win-
thester at his nip,

siid- & word.:

to an ncljoinlng building and yelled:

crouching’ low;
n‘mda his way ifo 'Buckingham‘s _slde'

snot thougbt % fire had’ Broken
Armed. men began t.o :ppear

The prolonged- ﬂring made -thoss
the courtheuse first thihk that iiad-
dogs were being. kiUed A
practice at that.time.”

thelr loot and dodgeci be
ings, working thelr we
ald.

Dalton and the twu
hadn't Joined Bennett when.
tally wounded Charles . Learn
crippled - Walter McQueen

wlndow of A near
He leveled down on.
the desperado tumed.' 0,

courthouse.
wouldn't’ shodt unti
agaln to fade him.

The bandit saw that:
as he turned :and b
fired ab about. the' ;

heart ~the, handit'&
“about as,.long:sas
burled itselr in the-

Crz
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%ﬁzteer Army Battles
me Fuzdes Convicts

g_Job, Conguering Black

Sheep Stigma, Overcmnmg Police Distrust

li} qmrrels be.forc ﬂm man s're

]mtmd.
i .
Yometlmes & mother will have noth-

timeés a prisoner and his wife must

be brought together again. In one
case, the father was the problem.
The boy hated his' father. He
started steéallng cars - because each

crime put*his father on the spot. The

ing to do wilh her erring boy. Some- |




ton bang on Longuview ban

g d
ton's hideout, mear Ardmorc I'hnx"i,\4
some sa¥, he .was: Eilled- whlle"ra""u
5l<ttng a.r*e.sb——and others say

flering from & pa.ralytic'
ar.d put in s wagom; _.}_n_.;
holes and reported s klled
‘resisting arrest. :
However |t was, the 100 fmn:g"ihr
Longview robbery Jead 'to his’ de:t.h-f-‘
and iwo of the, four” b;ndiu mad:
been accounted for,- BN
The same Frank: Fisther whc 1had. |
fished in Merrill's lake. with “§peck
slmeyer” went from Longvi:w to Ard-
R . Lo . ; more t0- identify- Dalien -as one: ot‘
S Cupn R, Lo i e ‘ the bank robbers. Fischer identifled
: " S S ] o . Tthe dead man as “Speckelmeyeﬂ' by
CLtimyiaw R{:‘l‘aa o R L his boots, the desperado’s - featursy
: R : ) et bsing too contorted In “death to, be-
‘| recognizable. oL \
Fischer remembered that the man 1)
he had met on the shere of Merrli's
lake had had an unusually bigh in- "
step, nad spl:t bls boots jusy’ 1bovu
the instep and sewed in extrs plecu
of ealher. The outlaw: hx.d' d.led
with those same bo-ot,s ghy -
The Niie brothers Ied puce oﬂlcers
a mich mearrier chese nnd 1%, qun"’
untit 1887 that ihey . were—'clughfr
stealing horsss nlang the Guadalup’or
river in southiwest _Texax FBill Nlta
was Xkilled 3 t
ranch owners, bui Jim Nlte Wak- cAD=
tured and retwned’ te- Loqvlew Ior
trial. i L.
As he Ja'xguished ln JA!T. uwzittné s
itrial, Shnerift ‘Iughes ur‘ Gr,lgg cou;_h.~
ty received word, ‘tha -duperl. )
friends of the bank TobBER e uld iy
..e*rp. to .(rec hlm

Sherilf. '-[ughﬂs in'ol
[ CRATerd] T Me . o J‘
the rumors ot an’ attempte —3}11-"@5
‘breax and Mabry wrots) Cn.pt RfB :
Levy of the Longviev["r‘lrles o detall
eight maen to guard,..mte 24 "hou:
A-day unul hé wasy ‘brought t0 strialiy
;-Capnt. ' Levy was Lheiume Lex-y whu
in 1634, ended atermhr A% aiscafits
Justlce of the eourt of ! vl appnlr
at Tamrkann - ’_= ;j'

Jim Nite's case was m:-:‘:fvé‘c_l_‘ Lo Tler;
Texzs, on & changs &f! U . A]
there he did break jall. . Hs wag:ra.’
erpiured L Nacogdoches: while work
Ing in & nearby saw milll, put inTtne’
penitenilary for Mfe keeplns untll“,
he could be tried, Eventially he was
sentenced to 20 ‘years, served elght,
becamie a model prisoner, snd. was
fpa cdoned by Gov, Colqultt fn 1807 "
Several yvaars later he- met death in

a gun fight In Tulsa, Okla. All fouz, =

The abeve tefter Seom the adjutani-rensial of the State of Texns Lo tapt, Levy ‘of the Longview Rifles them, had died the sams Kindoof '+ -

Liocorders an c-i,f:'nl-ma:_m guara far Aine N, onember af e Dalran sang that held np the Longview hﬂnk.. who viclent deaths they hld dﬂ!t sut a0 . v
Powac awalting trlal in the Langview Jall theee Sears alter thp Wolden o Nite, whose trlal was mnzed to Tyler, casualiy. .
Texas, everdiually esenped {rom il buz was recaptosed. dried and centoneed fo 20 vears, The aidfutant-gen- Mounted on 1 szc&rd 131 the prez-

i errl disagreecd willh Leangviewites nvey npoal dhe handits pome, The Capt. Levy to whom the letler Is nt First National bank Nere ars

o Addressed dsothe same Lary wha finlshed A term oac asenclts Juvilew of tha court of elvil appeals ot Texarkana ; tetures, ‘aded with’ the  yewrs, . of

S ' i )

_! ) ) — !the dead Jim Benneft- haagiag ia

; : : _ . jibe sirest; of BUl DaltSh when ha "t
[, "Tnss've goy Bamue wa't hel Do e woand Iowouldn't aioolleliyn's saw mill, camped in ths Sa.-! Ived and alter deathy tha original® 4‘"
i git.” . : jeveTt 8 mardering bank rebber inihing rlver hottoms and spent & few {prrfodl"""a;‘;‘;’o 513“‘; h)" Gov. “Hogg =\",."\
. : ' . ; o : A . . offerin Tew

{ o Ther gat thelr horses, ! the hark, days, flshing "at Merrlli's lake. l £ Ard. ap! ’ca for’ “tha

‘ | ; ! taree bandits who escaped from Longsil
tooll Az the bhaundits passed .Ff?m-T‘-[c-J Frank Fischer, a nablve of Gregg jview, and -the -

od 1C'aL. s MeClain show A U
Pineffectively at tress ag "m‘. gatloped [ dit's hat effl A mile or two fuiih
Lol !

;ic;owbn}' fazliion, herded ou

Sitlmars

orlg nal _mote’ thzt"{‘ .
jcounty, had fished with them sev eral | "Speckelmeyer™ nanded td czc*n-a;u’z*’f
times and had been Introduced to | Included In the d‘SPhT LN “"ﬂf“

i A -
tha  yobbers forced a horseman 1r-i“charlﬁ= Speckelmeyer” after he came fotfers from Unlted States’ mars "‘1

LLown Wward Red n-

et e L | - L o o ; . and Texas sneriffs xd}intlva'}'to

| St Fears Publicity : ihem s hat oand plicn W joln ihe three. prolotiged hunt for t.ho ;

. Because of what he fear would {a sliver dellar in paviment. ‘ brothers., '

meke f{or unwonied noterie ¥ oine ) Outraged citinens placed a ‘)n,Caught b}' Bank Nores There gare ma'a}' eye W”.n‘l;el ¥ 3
row Fh-vear-old  fermer  nardware arousd ihe dead Bapneits nack s Included In the loot made off With !thas memordble gunfight; atlll-'uvmg ﬁ;ﬁ,f,"
mcrchﬂ\, whose single  action - 45 ldra;zea him . through the du by Dallch and the two Nites were {in Cregg county and mnny 'moi'e una :
Colt drepped the rowher-killer asked 'shrcotﬁ Lo the dapot, where they hudp lseveral sheets of 820 Frederal Reserve 'relate tha story fro ;

that his names be witanald, although [11.11 Lo the cross arm of a o rc,r‘ Fhiinotes that were o have been slgned [fathers and grandrath,

1t 18 common knowls age among old- pole o stay untlil their anger coolah [hy  Prestdent Clemimons. Uusigned | All thq =t,orles a.rs sub €A.ntlan
tmers in Gregg and adjoinlog cotne gLahe‘ that same day he was vk dovn| when the bandits ook them, the!same.

i

Lies. jand glven a Christlan burial, notes were easily spotied when two “Perhiapi’ the AN “Irpo P
L ecould have gotten Bil. Dalton | Investigablons In tie day:  thal! swemen and a man gave two o¢ them hls nams he wnhhel
and one of the Nite bavs from wy [followrd showed that the two } e [in paymr'nb for supplles at n grocery [ing an anonynjo éet
place In the window,” the plueky ex< [ boys and Jim Banwvett iad bsen stors In Ardmors, OCkla.. Jn July of | trom- V;nconnu,axﬁd,,
hardwars meschan!, whose Rillng of { the vicinlty of Loungview for seve :ll the same year,' o kilied Jim'. Benqet
Benneti routed lhe robbers, lold a ,: weeks prior o May- 23, Thay hid ! The twb women and 1ne ‘mian un-’ "Som» day! I'lI"}’ﬂ'g{. i
"eporter. "Byt they had ihelr backs | worked a while at Browin and ¥ "Vl'tlhg}) Jed puaco o!hcers to Dal- you Al my lix-.s oLy

BBY?FOSTAY *Everybody 3 Funny Now DAIRY';SﬁO?%ﬁf
INJAILUNTIL | So the Comedians Mourn| 1S PLA
JURORS MEET| |

! Joe E. Brown, Eddie Cantor, Joe -Pchner, the Ma'rxes'
o I'ind the Going Difficult, Material Hard to Get
Ln])aﬂah]e [ A :

——— v - ..‘.,___

urder Charge
dre Mississip

; ‘)II‘C ! TTaliarnad dasedt 30 o I PR BT R A e - -
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DALTON GANG'S LAST RAID* _

A BLOODY DAY (MAY 23,1894) IN

EARLY LONGVIEW.BILL DALTON, LEADER

OF ARMED GANG PRESENTED A NOTE
FOR MONEY AT FIRST NATTIONAL !
. r
~d
BANK. A GUNFIGHT ERUPTED WHEN CH
s
SHERIFF JACK HOWARD,CITY MARSHAL }ﬁﬁ
MAT MUCKLEROY AND CITIZENS ?:;
RESISTED.THREE LOCAL MEN-—J.W. ¢:€:
N , L
McQUEEN, GEO. BUCKINGHAM , CHARLES 3
.
. ”i—p“'
LEARN--AND ONE OUTLAW DIED OF &5
QO
GUNSHOT WOUNDS. BANK PRESIDENT .
'J.R.CLEMMONS AND CASHIER TOM L
CLEMMONS WERE HELD AS HOSTAGES
FOR A SHORT TIME AS OUTLAWS
MADE GETAWAY INTO OKLAHOMA.
FORGED $20 BANK NOTES LED TO
) ~; .
N !‘.‘J ;i ]n

CAPTURE OF SURVIVORS, **
‘F
(1967) *x** r

;F ' '__.";f'

*  3/4" lettering
*% 1/2" lettering
k%% 1/4" lettering ‘
SRUTHWELL 05DER
TEXAS #1STORICAL FOURDATION




e - 1665
’ - DALTON GANG!'S LAST RAID | g
by Amelia Belding _
One half block West at the early location of the First
Nationsl Bank of Longview the Dalton Boys staged their
last raid.
The First National Bank, an outgrowth of the F. J. Harrison,
Privete Bank (first in Loﬁgview) and its successor, A.H.
.Clemons & Sons,Private Bank, received its charter No. LO77
July 18, %8?9. First stockholders included T. ¥, Campbell,
1atégigggégnor of Texas, First president, J; R, Clemmons.

- During Mr. Clemmon's presidency the celerful raid was ex-
ecuted; he,.with brother Tom were taken as hostages for hours.
Bill Dalton, head of gang, presented the following note to
bank: "Home, May 234.,189l, Cashier, First National Bank,

Longview. This will introduce to you Charles
Specklemeyer who wants some money and 1s going to

| have it., B, & F.,"
$2,100.00 taken; "1,700.00 later recovered. Gang member
‘Bennett, eliss Wallaee, shot and killed; others escaped to
Okla Territory, later appfehended by tracing unsigned

o . {which they forged) paper mone§\£rom raid.
K - Marshall Matt Muckleroy
A Strong resistance of Sheriff Jack Howardf and deputies plus

! help o who I
: ocal residents/put up terrific gun-fight; Daltons never

staged snother raid.
The Dalton Gang was made up of:

Bill Daltoni; A man known as Wallace but real name Jim Bennett;
two men calied Jones but real names Bill Nite and Jim Hite.

Local casualties of raid:
. ' Mr., Buckingham, killed; J.W.McQueen, shot, died later; Chas.
. Learn, shot, ¢ied few days later; City Marshall, Matt Muckleroy,
' shot, not seriously, dollar in purse split bullet, saving his life.
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References:

When the Daltons Rode by Emmett Dalton
The Dalton Brothers by An Eye Witness

Beyond the Law ‘ by Emmett Dalton

Original géng consisted of Bill Powers, Bob Dalton,
Grat Dalton, Dick Broadwell, killed, Coffeyville, Kansas
Oct. 5, 1892, EmmettDalton wounded at same time, jailed.

Senior Daltons had 7 sons, 5 daughters.
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, TI-IE FIRST NATIONAL BANK _ 1 ﬁ 5
of Longview a 5
Capital paid in . $50, 000 00

S 8 1889 E

July 1

The bank bought frOm A. B. Clemmons. .for $3 000. OO, a. locatlon ;f _
-_iagonally across the street at:129. E;,Tyler where Mangles is now 10 ._ed"f
‘As soon a3 this building was secured orkmen proceeded to install the =

Jnecesaary equipment.- ‘The brick’ nt - used for building the bank
' i ung and useful: citizan named

‘g{The bank:ho_ : )
-TThe orig;nal Longv‘

President.because of 111 health .
f the “First National Bank.  He had_
't11 1907 when he, with his’
ere he died May 24, 1907. Ly
_elly as President. He had:
'director since 1900.  Kelly
1908 when upon the urgent"
h‘ngview end wag elected
elly Plow Coe
onal Bank, Trice organ
ccupzed the . game building
is could not be done
1ng Next door, an-
ot banks ‘used the

8 i
Lulldlng where “the Citlzen 8
he . buildlng was moved by

s iwhich ’“ey ‘moved 1nto in 1912._:4
Bth floor'which was occupied by the -
"the 4th Floor where

‘Thls floor was :

'Elk's Lodges . ‘¢om
. Dr. J. W. Falvey' s office was 1¢
“repalred and the 5th floor was®
N ‘Morgan served the bank unt
'lroster was elected President.
... - The Commercial National 3Ban
c_.stock of -the First Nationeal, [N 926,
v;whational ‘Bank .suggested the ‘name .
.- bank intnogaﬁaﬁbrx,uiawisran&
* . when hhe Tommercials Metioumallc
e ;,Mansfield, Lou131anaﬁin which
o disdn’ 1932, 'when ‘oil came.
d was elected’ Chairman of ‘th

revep _bought a 1arge block of.
y oster resigned and The Commercial -
“Price, who was President of a
elected anid served antil 193021,
»3pd i hii 8 aeTvi ceal to BATE o bank' in
e ‘stockholders were interested. .

récg County, Price returned:to Lon
oard 0f the Rembert: National anke




e , A. Loftls, Vice-President of a
S Ga1n37111e, Texas bank, mlght be aV&llmble for the First National. ir.

Loftis was - invited to come to Lonfv1ev-qnd after some discussion and ne
- gotiations, he accentei the . positlon 2.8 President of the First MNational
Bank on September 20 1930., “John MeDavid, becenme Vlce-Pr351dent on Pebuary’
"1, 1$29. Soon after Loftis tOOﬁ tre position, oil was discovered and the
“bhenk grew’ rdﬂldlly, 1ncrea51né 1ts Caﬁltcl and oirnlus a few times lrom

earnlngs..- i SR S . _

-tan plan Wwas aiopted. o

£ 1t.nds necessary .to secare
the ‘two story building owned by the

arTy- qaartars provided for tne

1A1ng was storted urﬁer
S+.50n Moy 18,71956, .
! e,_ -~ e M H

tlull, 'UI‘- T'r- ’ --r‘ I‘ST,
*G.‘m nhy; O. « Yorten,

iongl ”ank 3t ttad
i‘liS‘Tffuus ‘wdded "“QU’UUO OU.
'=-l'and sar ldS from i




Sunday, March 5, 1989

Bill Dalton
shot straight
in banknote

LONGVIEW —.
10ne day in early
894, a prominent
i citizen of Long-
i view was joited
‘when he opened
. an envelope in the
“iday's  mail. A

.KEM'I' | scrawled note fell
BIFFLE'S out: _
TEXAMA . “We take this

method of inform-
ing you that on or about the 23d day of
May, A.D. 1894, we will rob the First Na-
tional Bank of Longview. So take notice
accordingly and withdraw your deposit as-
this is a straight tip. For further informa-
tion see Charles Specklemeyer or the
undersigned.

*Yours for business,

CB.&F.”

When the note was shown fo bank offi-
cials, they judged it a hoax.

But the tip was straight. Charles
Specklemeyer was headed for Longview.

Bill Dalton had authored the note. (“B.
&F." - Bill & Friends?)

" Dalton was a 29-year-old bandit whose
outlaw brothers’ gang had been shot to
pieces on Oct. 5, 1892, while robbing two
banks in Coffeyville, Kan.

In that gunbattle, three citizens and
four bandits. were killed. Brothers Bob

and Grat Dalton died. Emmett Dalton was -

dangerously wounded.

‘The Daltons were from Missouri. Bill
had led a reputable life in California until
the Coffeyville slaughter. He hurried to
Emmett’s bedside.

Bill (’Neal, author of the Encyclopedia
of Western Gunfighters, published by the
OU Press, told me what came next:

“Bill resentfully criticized the peopie of
Coifeyville, claiming they had looted and
abused his fallen brothers. Bitterly he con-
templated that three of his brothers had
died violently (Frank Dalton, a deputy US.
marshal, had been killed in 1887 by whis-
key runners) and Emmett now faced
prison for life, .

“Bill Dalton felt compelled to strike
back at society. When outlaw Bill Doolin
offered him a chance, Dalton took up a -
criminal’s life.

“Doolin, a key member of the Dalton
gang, had escaped the Coffeyville massa- -
cre only because his horse had gone lame
on the road into towi.

“Subsequently Doolin formed a band of
robbers known to the press as the '‘Okla-
hombres.’ Dalton became his second in
command, in company with Bitter Creek .
Newcomb, Red Buck George Weightman,
Little Bi}l Raidler, Tulsa Jack Blake, Dyna-
mite Dick (Dan Clifton), Arkansas Tom
Jones (Roy Daugherty), Little Dick West,
Charley Pierce, Bob Grounds, Alf Sohn
and Ol Yantis.

“In September 1893, the gang was
cornered by a posse in Ingalls, Oklahoma
Territory, but Dalton blasted his way out
of town, killing a lawman in the process.
Reward of $500, dead or alive, was posted
for each Oklahombre,”

Breaking away

O'Neal, who teaches .history at Panola
College in Carthage, said, “On April 1, 1894,
Dalton and Bitter Creek Newcomb entered
a store In Sacred Heart, Oklahoma Terri-
tory. The owner, a former peace officer,
recognized Dalton and went for a gun.
Once again, Dalton shot his way to safety.
But his survival instincts told him it was
time to break away from the Oklahombres.

“Dalton hid on Houston Wallace’s farin,
25 miles northwest of Ardmore, Indian
Territory. Wallace’s brother Jim was
there. Jim Wallace had married the daugh-
ter of a Longview-area farmer.

“Jim had deserted his bride within a
month, but he talked to Bill Dalton about
the enticingly prosperous Longview bank.
Dalton liked the idea. He mailed his prank-
ish note to Longview.”

After researching the Longv1ew rob-
bery, O'Neal returned to the scene of the
crime last weekend to present his findings
te a meeting of the East Texas Historical
Association in Longview’s Holiday Inn.
~ In mid-April 1894, Dalton and Jim Wal-
lace had ridden into Gregg County and -
Please see DALTON on Page 50A.:
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. (the tree) aid it surviving,” said Helen Arnold,

. erates such products as plaques for schools and

““There isn't going to be any problem moving

director of the state Board of Affairs.

*It’s been there and died back and then come
back again. These are very, very hardy trees.”

Ms, Arnold also said a brass plaque noting the
history of the tree also will be relocated near its
new location.

The tree, a cutting brought to Oklahoma from
the Holy Land, was planted by the Daughters of
1812 and the Oklalioma Memorial Society. '

It might be considered blasphemy by some
Texans, but it was an Oklahoma City firm that
produced the new, 600-pound aluminum seal for
Houston's City Hall.

Jack Ramos, vice president of ARK Ramos in
the Sooner capital, said the 7-foot-diameter seal
was completed and shipped to the:Bayou City in
late February.

“There’s not a.lot of foundries around that
want to tackle something that size,” Ramos said.
“It’s certainly not the norm for us/” '

Instead, he said, the foundry ‘primarily gen-

public buildings.

In fact, Ramos' work can be found around the
world, including in government structures in.
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait. '

. Now that that the massive hand-sculpted
Houston seal has been completed, Ramos said his
company witl be f:llmg a more conventmnal or-
der:

1t will be casting bronze plaques for each of
the competition sites for this summer's US.
Olympic Festival in Oklahoma City.

- Arnold Hamilton is chief of The Dallas Morn-
ing News' Oklahoma Bureau.

of tornadoes

After research at OU suggested it
might be possible to predict the for-
“mation and severity of individual
thunderstorms, Droegeieter said OU
applied for a National Science Foun-
dation grant to operate one of 11 sci-
ence and technology centers nation-
ally.

The foundation announced in
early December that Oklahoma's re-
quest had been approved, and it
guaranteed nearly $5 million in
grants in the first five years of what
may be an 1l-yvear funding c,ommlt-
ment.

OU officials said the support will
be used for threée new faculty posi-
tions — one each in meteorology,

The Dallas Morning News
primarily to broad,
ons that cover wide
11 entire state or re-

at the university's
he Analysis and Pre-
is - successful,
id, forecasters soon
weurately predict —
nd 12 hours in ad-
severe thunderstorm
given location at a
d produce a specific
1 and specific-sized

rms

sarchers will spend
sars working to de-
:r model that would
Jroegemeier said. Be-
echnology would be
15t the formation of a

of the ultimate, re-
der said, “We don't
why some storms

do.

beginning now to
edicting  individual

computer science and mathematics
— as well as an endowed chair in
meteorology and improvements to
the university's geoscience comptiter
system.,

Droegemeier said the sophisti-
cated new forecasting system, it suc-
cessful, could help in agricultural

prove airline safety and give resi-
dents more time to prepare property
_and seek shelter, _

“If- we could predict thunder-
storms nine to 12 hours in advance,
the benefits would be even far be-
yond what we could imagine now,”
he said.

Meanwhile, in Oxford, Miss, a
University of Mississippi physics pro-
fegsor said he and other researchers
are testing an in-home tornado warn-
ing device similar to the popular res-
idential smoke detector.

Henry Bass said the detector
would be mounted inside a home
and connected by wire to a micro-
phone hanging under the southwest
eave.

Most tornadoes move from south-

 Please see RESEARCHERS on Page 51A.

and ground-water management, im-

camped near Longview on the banks
of the Sabine. They fished, plotted
the robbery and recruited two ac-

complices — the Nite brothers; Jim 5

and Big Asa, .

On a drizzly May 23 — right on
schednle — Wallace strapped on a
brace of revolvers and crammed 300
cartridges into his saddlebags. Dal-
ton put on a long, gray duster. The
gang, armed and well mounted, rode
into town at midafternoon.

While Big Asa and Wallace led

getaway horses into the alley behind
the bank, Dalton and Jim Nite en-
tered the front door. Dalton handed
a note to bank pres:dent Joe Clem-
mons:

“May 23d, 1894.

“This will introduce you to Chas.

Specklemeyer, who . wants some
money and will have it.
IB & F "

Remarkably, Daltons note, thh
other robbery relics, is preserved at
the Gregg County Historical Mu-
seum, an East Texas showplace. Dl-
rector Ellie Caston, like O’Neal,

well acquainted with the young‘

town's deadliest day. In 1894, Long-
view, with about 3,000 residents, was
just 24 yearsold.

Banker Clemmons at. first as-

sumed Specklemeyer’s note was a
charity request, O'Neal told me. But
Dalton clarified things by hauling
ottt a revolver and telling everyone
to reach. With a burlap bag, Jim Nite
ravaged the vault. He bagged coins,
bills and '— significantly — un-
signed $20 bank notes. ‘

Caslier Tomn Clemmons, the pres-
ident's brother, impulsively grabbed
Dalton’s six-gun. Repeatedly Dalton
vainly pulled the trigger. Each time
the hammer fell on the flesh of Tom
Clemmnons' hand.

Witnesses bolted. Merchant John
Welborne and Josh Cooke, a bank
employee, rushed into the street,
yelling: “They're robbing the bank.”

Longview showed tight.

Bartender George Buckingham
barreled out of Jerry Munden's Sa-
loon, firing at Wallace until the out-
law dropped him with a mortal
wound.

“Wallace was filled with battle
lust,” O'Neal said. “He began to roar
out war whoops, blasting any man
he saw.

*City Marshal Matt Muckleroy
challenged Wallace, but the outlaw
knocked him down with a shot in
the chest. The lawman was in luck.
Wallace's slug slammed into a silver
dollar in Muckleroy's shirt pocket.
He was out of action, but later recu-
perated.”

Millworker Charles Learn was fa-
tally wounded. J.W. McQueen, how-
ever, recovered from the gunshot
souvenir he received from Wallace.

Wallace fired at a black man sit-
ting on a box in front of a saloon.
Grazing the man’s head, the slug
drilled into the  saloon, where it
ripped the fingertip of a startled
boozer, who hadn't asked for an-
other shot.

Lawyer Charles Lacy, armed with
a ritle, ran into a feed store next to
the bank. At a rear window, he took
aim at Wallace's back. He killed Wal-
lace with one shot. Big Asa fired a
couple of witd bullets at Lacy.

The surviving outlaws swung
into their saddles. The Clemmons
brothers were made hostages and
forced to ride along on the getaway.
Palton led them west on Tyler
Street, then wheeled nortl on o logg-
ing troil. A mile out of town, the
banker brothers were released. And

" Dalton reined in long enough to

" Bill Dalton

hand a message with two Wuu,hes-
ter cartridges to a passer-by: .

“You'll get plenty of these if you
follow too close.

“Charles Specklemeyer.”

Gregg County Sheriff Jack How-
ard's posse soon lost the bandits’
trail. In Longview, angry citizens
lynched Wallace's corpse. Bankers:
calculated that about $2,000 was
missing from the vault. -Wallace’s
hatband was marked “W.0. Duns-
ton's Big Cash Store, Ardmore.” Ter-
ritorial lawmen were notified.

Barly in June, some of the un-
signed bank notes from Longview
were passed in Ardmore. Houston
Wallace and two wolnen were ar-
resgted for illegal possession of a case
of whiskey in Indian Territory. Law-
men sinelled an outlaw nest. ’

A nine-man posse rode out to
search the Honston Wallace farm. At
dawn on June 8, while Bill Dalton
impatiently awaited the return of
Houston Wallace and the women, he
stepped outside and spotted U.S. Mar-
shai Seldon Lindsey.

Dalton ducked back into the
house, grabbed o revolver and
clambered ont a back window. As he
sprinted for a ravine, Deputy US.
Marshal Loss Hart shouted for him
to halt. Dalton peinted his six-gun at
Hart. But Hart fired first. The bullet
tore through Dalton’s chest, and he
dropped, dying.

William Marion Dalton’s death
not only brought down the curtain
on the last of the outlaw Dalton
brothers, but presaged the violent
eradication of the Nite brothers,
Bill Doolin, and most of his Okla-
hombres

A happy exception was Emmett
Dalton, who recovered from his .
Cotfeyville wounds in a Kansas
prison. He was pardoned from his
life sentence in 1907 and wed the
sweetheart of his youth, He moved to
Los Angeles, where he became a
building contractor. Ultimately, he’
wrote movies and acted in bit parts.
Int LA, at 66, he died in 1937 with his
boots off.

Bill Dalton’s embalmed Lorpse
was displayed in Ardmore for-five
days. Hundreds of people, many of
them from Longview, traveled to
Ardmore to look at the dead outlaw.
He had given Longview a'day to re-
member.

Scores of shots were tlred on Mdy

123, 1894, Four victims were wounded,

seven if you count the slight injuries
at the saloon and Tom Clemmons’
hammered hand. Two courageous.
citizens,. George Buckingham arnd
Charles Learn, died from gunshots.
Bandit Jimm Wallace was killed.

And Charles bpecklerneyer was.
out of business.

4
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' LONGVIEW, "—
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iew” was jolted
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‘Charles --

pr1son for life..

. “Bill Dalton felt compelled to str1ke .

back at society. When outlaw Bill Doolm

key runners) ancl Emmett now faced .

offered him a chance, Dalton took up. a

erlrmnal s life:
" “Doolin, a key member of the Dalton
gang, had escaped the Coffeyvﬂle ntassa-

cre only because his horse had gone lame _

on the road into towh.

X “Subsequently Doolin formed a band of
robbers known 10 the press as the ‘Okla-
hombres.’ Dalton became his second in
command, in company with Bitter Creek

" Newcomb, Red Buck George Weightman,

Little Bill Raidler, Tulsa Jack Blake, Dyna-
mite- Dick {Dan Clifton), Arkansas Tom
Jones (Roy Daugherty), Little Dick West,
Charley Pierce, Bob Grounds Alf Sohn

. and Ol Yantis.
. “In September. 1893 the gang. was _
‘cornered by a posse in Ingalls, Oklahoma

Territory, but Dalton blasted his way out

-of town, killing a lawman in the process.

Reward of $500, dead or alive, was posted ‘

for each Oklahombre,” -\ -
Breaking away -

.. O’'Neal, who teaches history 'at Panola
College in Carthage, said, “On April 1, 1894,
Dalton and Bitter Creek Newcomb entered

a store in Sacred Heart, Oklahoma Terri- |

| --'-:._New'i'plantto.]

tory. The owner, a former peace officer,
recognized Dalton and went for a gun.
Once. again, Dalton shot hxs way to safety.
But his survival instincts told him it was
time to break away from the Oklahombres.

“Dalton hid on Houston Wallace's farm,
25 miles northwest of Ardmore, Indian
Térritory. Wallace's brother Jim - was
there. Jim Wallacé had married the daugh-

ter of a Longview-area farmer _
| “Jim had deserted ‘hi§ bride within a~

month, but he talked to Bill Dalton about

the ent1c1ngly prosperous Longview bank. - 1.
_ Dalton liked the idea. He mailed his prank- :

ish note to Longview.”

‘After researching the Longv1ew rob—"
bery, O'Neal returned to the scene of the
‘¢rime last weekend to present his findings -

to.a meeting of the East Texas Historical
Association in Longview's Holiday Inn.’

"' In mid-April 1894, Dalton and Jim Wal-
lace had ridden into Gregg County and
Please see DALTON on Page S0A. - :
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i amped near Long,wew on the banks, |

._,.':_of the ‘Sabine. They- fished, plotted :
the" robbery ‘and ‘recruited two ac-!

--“--‘complu,es — the Nite brothers, Jim
,and Big Asa.
S Ona drlzzly May 23 — right on

* schedule — Walldice: strapped on a’

brace of revolvers and crammed 300 -

“cartridges into his saddlebags. Dal-

* ton put on a long, gray duster. The

gang, armed and well mounted, rode
mto town at midafterncon.
*‘While Big Asa and Wallace led
' ;._ge'taway horses into the alley behind
the ‘bank, Dalton and Jim' Nite en-
" tered ‘the front door. Dalton handed
"“a'note to bank presuient Joe Clem-
Smons:
., "May 23d, 1894,

Z ":‘"Specklemeyer

‘ ‘who wants some
money and will: have it.

LB, &F .

_ u"""i’z’emkqmy, Dalton’s note, with
“# other robbery relics, is preserved at

the Gregg County Historical Mu-
sewn, an East Texas showplace. Di-
rector Ellie Caston, like O'Neal, is
well acquainted with the young
town's deadliest day. In 1894, Long-
view, with about 3,000 residents, was
just 24 years old.

Banker Clemmons at.first as-
sumed Specklemeyer’s note ‘was a
charity reguest, 0'Neal told me. But
Dalton clarified things by hauling
out a revolver and telling everyone

“to reach, With a burlap bag, Jim Nite -

ravaged the vault. He bagged coins,

bills and — significantly — un-

signed 320 bank notes. o
Cashier Tom Clemmons, the pres-

_ ident’s brother, impulsively grabbed
- Dalton’s six-gun. Repeatedly Dalton

*This will mtroduce you to Chas. -

vainly pulled the trigger. Each time
the hammer fell on the flesh of Tom
Clemmons' hand,

Witnesses bolted. Merchant John -

Welborne and Josh Cooke, a bank
employee, rushed into the street,
yelling: “They're robbing the bank.”

Longview showed fight.

Bartender George Buckingham
barreled out of Jerry Munden's Sa-
loen, firing at Wallace until the out-
law dropped him with a mortal
wound.

CMWallace was hlled with battle
lust,” O'Neal said. “He began to roar
out war whoops, blasting any man
he saw.

“City Marshal Matt Muckleroy
challenged Wallace, but the outlaw
knocked him down with a shot in

the chest. The lawman was in luck.

Wallace's siug slammed into a silver
dollar in Muckleroy's shirt pocket.
He was out of action, but later recu-
perated.” ' -
Millworker Charles Learn was fa-
tally wounded. JW. McQueen, how-
ever, recovered from the gunshot
souvenir he received from Wallace.
Wallace fired at a black man sit-
ting on a box in front of a saloon.
Grazing the man's head, the slug
drilled into the saloon. where it

‘ripped the fingertip of a startled

boozer, who hadn’t asked for an-
other shot. ‘ .

Lawyer Charles Lacy, armed with
a rifle, ran into a feed store next to
the bank. At a rear window, he took
aim at Wallace's back. He killed Wal-
lace with one shot. Big Asa fired a
couple of wild bullets at Lacy.

The surviving outlaws swing

_ into their saddles. The Clemmons

‘brothers were made hostages and

forced to ride along on the getaway.
Dalton led them west on Tyler
Street, then wheeled nortli on a logg-
ing trail. A ‘mile out of town, the
banker brothers were released. And

" Dalton reined in 1011‘}2 enocugh to

:Bill Doolin, and. most of his: OkIa-

follow too close. el
“Charles Specklemeyer.” DL

Gregg County Sheriff Jaok ‘How-
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ton's Big Cash Store, Ardmore.” Ter:
ritorial lawmen were notified, .. -

Early in June, some of the,un-
signed bank notes from Longview

were passed in Ardmore: Houston.

Wallace and two women were ar—
rested for illegal possession of a case
of whiskey in Indian Terrltory Law;
men smelled an ontlaw nest. '

A nine-man posse rode out.to

search the Houston Wallace farm.. At
dawn on June 8 while Bill Dalton

impatiently awaited - the return_of

Houston Wallace and the women, he
stepped outside and spotted U.s; Mar-

.shai Seldon Lindsey. -

Dalton ducked back
house, grabbed a - revolver. and
clambered ont a back window, As he

sprinted for a ravine, Deputy T.S. - "

Marshal Loss Hart shouted for him
to halt. Dalton pointed his six-gun at
Hart, But Hart fired first. The bullet

1nto the'
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Probable route of the special train carrying the posse in search of the

Dalton Gang from Longview, Texas to Ardmore, Oklahoma.

Longview to Big Sandy
Big Sandy to Gilmer
Gilmer to Sulfur Springs
Sulfur Springs to Sherman
Sherman to Whitesboro
Whitesboro to Galnesville

Gainsville to Ardmore

T & P
S.L. & S.W. {Cotton Belt)
M.K.T. (Katy)

Cotton Belt

T & P

M.K.T.

G.C. & S.F&

From: Rand-McNally Atlas ~ Railroad Map of Texas, 1900.

Charlotte Allgood Black, January 5, 1993.
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Bride's East Texas
bank-robbing beau

Jenny Renfro had been on Cloud Nine when she married George
Bennett just before Christmas 1893. :

But now her new husband was gone, and 18-year-old Jenny didn’t have
a clue where he’d gone or when -- or even if -- he'd come back to their East
Texas home. _

1.C. “George” Bennett was a stockbroker and part-time horse trader
who had arrived in Longview from parts unknown in the summer of 1893.

~-Jenny took a liking to George right off, Following a whirlwind romance
they married on Dec. 23, 1893, and settled into their small ranch house
north of town,

Not everybody was happy about the marriage, though. Jenny’s father
had his doubts about Mr. Bennett, noting that his new son-in-law’s body
was “full of scars” from what appeared to be old bullet wounds.

Bennett also seemed to be a little oo handy with a six-gun, too,
sometimes putting on shooting exhibitions for Jocal residents. And then
there were the rough-looking characters Bennett would meet at the ranch
house from time to time.

Then one day in early February 1894, Bennett saddled a horse and told
Jenny he was going to meet some cattlemen who were camped nearby.

That was the last time Jenny Renfro would see her newlywed husband
-- at least, the final time she’d see him alive.

For you see, it turned out that her husband wasn’t George Bennett after
all. That was only an alias. His real name was Jim Wallace. He wasn’t a
stockbroker or horse trader, either. His true profession was robbing
banks.

And on May 23, 1894, Bennett/Wallace returned to Longview to do
just that. He was accompanied by Bill Dalton -- the brother of the famous
outlaw Dalton brothers -- and a couple of brothers mmed Jim and Asa
Nite,

A date with death

Their destination was the First National Bank in downtown Longview.
Dalton and one of the Nites walked through the front door of the bank and
handed a holdup note to the teller while Wallace and the other Nite went
around back to the alley that today is called Bank Street - )

Somebody yelled “bank robbers! bank robbers!” and Wallace, armed
with two double-action revolvers and wearing a cartridge belt, started
firing at anything that moved.

A saloonkeeper, George Buckingham, ran into the alley to see what
the commotion was about -- and Wallace shot him dead. Wallace then
turned his guns on millhand Charles Learned and killed him, too.

By this time citizens were scrambling for guns in downtown stores and
beginning to return the outlaws’ fire (In all, more than 200 shots were fired
during the battle, which saw the wounding of three other Longviewites,
including City Marshal Matt Muckleroy).

As the other outlaws made their escape on horseback, attorney Claude
Lacy and Deputy City Marshal Will Stevens fired bullets into Wallace
almost simultaneously. The outlaw let out a loud gasp and fell dead in the .
dirt.

Jenny Renfro wouldn’t learn until several hours later -- after angry
residents had dragged Wallace’s body down to the train depot and hanged
it from a telegraph pole -- that the dead bandit was her long lost husband.

When George Buckingham and Charles Learned were. buried, stores
closed and there were long processions for the funerals.

When lim Wallace, alias George Bennett, was butied on May 25, 1894,
in the Greenwood Cemetery potter’s field, there was only one mourner
present.

Yan Craddock is heard 6:50 a.m. weekdays on KFRO (1370 AM
and 95.3 FM) and 12:20 and 5:30 p.m. weekdays on 95.3 FM.
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farly ETex bank robber
‘Was bandit of some note

i He might not be as famous as, say, Jesse James or Billy the Kid. But when it
:came to passing along holdup notes, nobody could touch outlaw Bill Dalton.
*In fact, Bill Dalton likely is the only bandit in history to write a letter warning
"he intended to rob a bank. It happened in Longview in May of 1894.
~ Dalton and three badguy buddies were camped on the bank of the Sabine River
plotting the robbery of Longview's First National Bank. In a moment of
Jinspiration, Dalton penned an anonymous letter to a friend in Longview. “We
take this method of informing you that on or about the 24th day of May, A.D.
1894, we will rob the First National Bank of Longview. So take notice
accordingly and withdraw your deposit. Thls is a straight tip. (Slgnecl) B and
F ”
Unfdrtunatefy, thé friend decided the note wasa practical joke and d]dl‘l tthink
any more about it. But sure enough, on May 23, the Dalton Gang proceeded to
_ jnake good on its threat. Bill Dalton entered the bank and, naturally handed the
ieller a letter.

« “This will introduce to you Charlcs Speckiemeyer who wants some money
:md is going to have it,” the second note said. Dalton pulled off the robbery, but
only after a bloody gunfight that left three people dead (including one outlaw) -
hnd several townsfolk wounded.

“The three surviving robbers galloped north.out of town with about $2,000 in
bank notes and coin, Sheriff J ack Howard quickly organized a posse and took

" after the gang. ‘

Posse was shell shocked

i Acc,ordmg to local legend, several miles out of town the bandits came across
a man walking along the road. They stopped their horses just long enough for
Dalton to write yet another note, which he handed to the man along with two

- rifle shells. Dalton instructed the fellow to give the note to the posse that would
be coming by.

‘Sure enough, the posse appeared a half hour or so later, and the man dutifully
handed Sheriff Howard the shells and the note, which read, “You’ 1l get plenty
of these if you follow too close.”

After that, the posse didn’t seem particularly interested in getting too close to
the bandits, who already had shown they were handy with firearms.

Although the outlaws were apparently headed toward Oklahoma’s Indian
Territory, East Texas bank officials were more than a little nervous after the
ﬂ”amig Longview tobbery 2« dnbR TR

*A Longview man, Bob Chaney, happened to be in Marshall a couple of days
after the holdup. He needed to deposit some documents in a bank there but
(,hdn t know any of the local bank offi cials. So he hunted up a Marshall friend
10 go along to the bank with him. “I’m not going into a bank and stick a lot of
paper at the cashier,” Chaney told a newspaper reportcr “He might shoot me
and read the paper afterwards.”

*Wild stories began circulating throughout East Texas. One paper reported that
“It has been ascertained from areliable source that Bill Dalton was seen to pass
through Mineola coming .east with two other men. He was recognized by a
cattieman who knows his personality.”

.'The report was wrong, of course; By that time, Dalton was hiding out in an
rsolaled Oklahoma farmhouse. However, only two weeks after the East Texas
robbery, Dalton was shot to death by lawmen near Ardmore.

‘Bill Dalton had written his last note. |

:Van Craddeck’s “Craddock at Large” is heard 6:50 a.m, weekdays on -
KFRO (95.3 FM, 1370 AM) and at 12:20 and 5:30 p.m. on 95.3 FM.
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Good deed turned fatal

for brave bank cashier

Tom Clemmons hadn’t planned on being a hero ... and he sure didn’t want
to be a victim. .

But the young Longwew bankcr turned out to be both, thanks to the Dalton _
Gang’s bank robbery in May 1894,

Clemmons, 32, was working as a cashier in the First National Bank when
a bearded stranger walked in and handed him a note that read: “This will
introduce you to Chas. Specklemeyer who wants some money and is going to
have it .. :

The note -writing bandit turned out to be Bill Dalton at the txme probably
the most famous outlaw in America. Dalton and three pals had been casing out
the Longview bank for weeks. The bank was npc for the taking and on May
23, 1894, the bad guys made their move.

It should have been an easy job, except for the unexpected reaction of Tom
Clemmons. Although Dalton had drawn his six-shooter and aimed it at the
banker, Clemmons quickly siammed the bank vault shut with his footand then
lunged at the outlaw.

In the ensuing struggle, Dalton fired his pistol pointblank at Clemmons
several times. But in grabbing Dalton’s gun, Clemmons had placed his thumb |
between the hammmer and the cylinder. Although his hand was torn and bloody
from the hammer’s blows, Clemmons’ quick action had kept him alive,

An angry Dalton then dragged Tom Clemmons out into the alley behind
the bank, threatening to kill him but then ordering him to mount a horse and
ride out of town as a hostage. Clemmons thought otherwise, however, and .
took off running down the alley as Dalton emptied his weapon at him.

A fatal mistake

Clemmons then dived into the first thing that offered safety: a ]arge vat of :
lime that was being used at a construction site, :

‘While a gunbattle raged for several minutes between the outlaws and the
townspeople, Clemmons lay low in the vat, thanking his lucky stars he’ d
gotten away.

Because of Clemmons’ actions, the outlaws got away with only a little”
more than $2,000 in silver and bank notes. The young banker was considered
a true hero by his friends and neighbors, who told him how lucky he had been. -

The gun fight had resulted in three deaths that day: outlaw Jim Bennett
(shot down in the bank alley) and Longview residents George Buckingham
and Charles Learned. Several other locals had been severely wounded,
including City Marshal Matt Muckleroy.

But sadly, while Tom Clemmons had escaped Bill Dalton’s wrath, breath-

“ing all that lime into his system (he had swallowed some of the lime as well)

while hé lay in the vat would prove to be just as deadly as the outiaw’s bullets.

Clemmons never again enjoyed good health after that fateful day. His
condition continued to worsen and he finally died on Dec. 20, 1896, a little
more than two-antl-a-half years after the bank robbery,

Only 36 years old, Clemmons left behind a wife, Cora, and four sons,
‘Theodore, Joseph, Thomas and Morris. The 1894 bank robbery had claimed
yet another victini. ‘

All of the businesses in Longview closéd for the funeral and the mourners .
overflowed the First Baptist Church. ‘
Shortly before he died, Clernmons told the minister who would performhis :
funeral that he had tried to live so that “my life would do good and not harm, ,
build up mortality and the right and not tear down, and that whatever mistakes |

I have made were of the head and not of the heart.”

Yan Craddock’s “Craddock at Large” is heard 6:50 a.m. on KFROi
(95.3 FM, 1370 AM) and 12:20 and 5:30 p.m. weekdays on 95.3 FM.
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Lecture series on Old West
set at Hlstorlcal Museum

. By Martha Griffin

Assistant Features Editor

Travel back to the Old West
this month through a lecture
series at the Gregg County His-
torical Museum.

‘Three free lectures by three
authorities on Old West law-
men and outlaws will be held
"Thursday and May 12 and 19

"as part of the museum’s Dalton

Days celebrations. The lectures
begin at 7 p.m. in the Museum
Education Center, 218 N. Fre-
donia St. in downtown
Longview.

The lectures are free, but res-
ervations are required.

Speakers are Bill O'Neal, a
history professor at Panola Col-
lege in "Carthage; Dr. Frank
Prassel of the University of
Arkansas at Fayetteville; and
retired Lt. Col. Nancy B. Sam-
uelson of Eastford, Conn., who

is a descendant of the Daltons. .

O’Neal will speak on “The
Dalton Raid on Longview” for
the first lecture on Thursday.
~ His great-grandfather was a
Lampasas County cowboy .in
the 1870s, and his grand-
mother came to Texas with a
wagon trail in 1881." He has
written numerous magazine
articles and 10 books, including
“Encyclopedia of Western
Gunfighters,” “Arizona
Ranger,” “Henry Brown, Out-
law Marshal,” “Cattlemen Ver-.
sus Sheepherders’ and
“Fighting Men of the . Indian
Wars,” and is working on the

book “HlStOI‘lc Ranches of the-

Old West.”

Prassel will discuss -“Cutlaws,
of the Old West” on May 12.

He has been an adviser to
CBS “60 Minutes,” Time-Life
Books and TBS “The Untold
West.” His books include “The
Great American Outlaw.” A

lawyer ¥
and former
investigating
officer with the

Army, he created programs in
criminal justice at San Antonio
College, .Stephen F. Austin
State University and the Uni-
versity of Arkansas at Fay-
etteville and was a Fulbright
professor of law to the Repubhc
of China.

Samuelson will speak on
“The Dalton Gang Story; Law-
men to Outlaws” on May 19.

Her research and writing
projects have focused on West-
ern history, genealogy and
women in the military. Her

interest in the Dalton Gang.

began when she started
researching her own Dalton

family line. She is the author of -
““T'he Dalton Gang Story: Law-

and has
“The Real

men to QOutlaws”
appeared on A&E’s
West.” . .
“Qur impressive speakers are
generously donating their ser-
vices to help us- establish a
high-quality lecture series as a
part of future Dalton Days,”
said Ellie Caston, museum

director.
: The lecture series
kicks off the Dalton
Days events to raise
money for the his-
i torical museum as
well as recognize the
100th anniversary of
.the Dalton Gang
" bank robbery.

“We want to make Dalton
Days both entertaining and ~
educational,” Caston said.

“The lecture series will pro-
vide a broader background of
information about the era as
well as a more in-depth look at
the bank robbery that occurred
in Longview,” she said. .

.The Dalton -Gang robbed
Longview’s First National
Bank on May 23, 1894. Three
people were kllled '

On May 21, the museum has
planned -two free re-
enactments of the robbery, Old
West skits and the opening of a
new permanent museum
exhibit exploring the after-
math of the robbery and how it
affected Longview and its
residents,

The lecture series is spon-
gored by Longview Bank and
Trust. - _

“We are very appreciative

that Longview . Bank and Trust

is sponsoring the lecture
series, so that we can offer it
free to the public,” Caston said.

To reserve a space, call the
museim at 753-5840.
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Jim Niite : B .
In the District Ceurt of Gref;g County ., Texas, Tecexber Teynm A, T .T89m
Xow comes the defendant Jim Mite , in the avove styled causc and
.58V S Ist- That thére exists in this County of Grezg, where the
rrosecutlion against him is commenced so great & prejudice_against’him
that he car not cbiain a fair and iméartial trial.
2nd, -- That there is a dangerous combination against him instizated by

influentizl persons , by reason of which ke cannot expeet a fair trial,
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dant savs that he is Infermed that on the 23rd day of May

T294, the First Haticrnal RBank of Longview was rotbed bty four men and
that during said rorery & large numter of shets were fired by hoth

the bank rceppers and the citizens of Longview . That the altercation

between the bank refbers and citizens of Leonmview lasted atout Twenty

o)

iirutes during which time continual shooting was goine on the bank

rorpers usinc heavy needle winchester rifles of 28 & 44 calliber:

~anc ithat curing seld altercation GCeorge Bucuingham and Chariie Tearned

gocd citizmens of Longview, Texas, were Lilled bv the bank rocrers, and

Fas shot through the hand by cne 67 the bank Totbers y &né that one of

the bank robbers was killed by the citizens. That during the bank
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-

ﬁnti’ +he bank robbers made their retreat out of town ., \

That immediately after sald bank robbers got out of town, numerous

ere gotten together for the purpose of persuing said

railway Companvs having théir roads runnine out of Longview
immediately exiended free trans?ortation and ran out exirsa itrains

for the purpose of carrying the possees of men.  That thg number.of
men sent out in possees amounted teo more than one hundred. That from
the beginning of the bank robbery for one or two ¥eeks nothing but the

wildest excitement prevailed all over Gregg and Harrison Counties.

The Distriect Court of Gregg County was in session at the time of the

v

tan: robbervy and the Judge presiding over said Court was compelled to

R LY

adjourn Court Ior the week and publicly aﬁnounced that on account cof
the excitement Comrt weoulé stand adjourned until the followilng konday
morning , the bank robbery happening on Wednesday sfternoon .

Th;% on the orening of the Court on the day to which 1t was adjourned
nething secarcely ¥as done on account.of the excitement and the Court
soon closed without deing much bﬁsiness. That gll the business of the
town of Longview virtually ceased for about t¥o weeks, and the
farmers of Gregg County pretty generally stopped their work on their
é;rms and come to Longview every day and there were crowds of people

in Longview every day for about two weeks engrossed in the wildnst

excitement. That immediately afier the surviving bank rcbbers left

‘Longview, on the dav of the barnk rotbery, there were about three

thogsand men women and childrern on the public sqguare in Longview and ®»
on the streets contiguous theretc in the wildest of excitement .

Thet seme of the citizens of Longview and surrownding (ountry took



the body of the dead bank robber and placed & rope around his neck

and dragged him through one of the main streets and through the

o S e ke e R ol

p‘ole z;.:nd drew hﬁn npi-a.-.%;is.t-s.nce o; avout 25 feat a.nd held him there
suspended for ateut one hour'during which time the wildest exéitemeq;

prevaiied &nd the crowd of people were yelling., That said persons

'-éragging said lifeless body.dragged it with a.rope through the dirt,
fegardless of whether the bare face head Or neck was grating against
the earth. Tefendant says that the bank robbery was cbmmitted'in &
daring mamnner, and in a manner most 1ike;v te stir up the highest
character of feeling.

;ﬁefgnﬁ%nt says he was arrested on the charge in this case on or ahout
the 7th day of February IB897 and that efer since his arrest he has
been commonly kno¥wn as the "bank robber' and hisrcase in the Distriet
_douf% is net commenly knowﬁ as ‘Jim Nites" case but is commoniy known

'8ll over Gregg County &s "The Bank Reobbers! case. And that ever since
his arrest dlfferent reports have bteen circulated about h1m te his
debrlmenu. That it has beén recently reported that he was to be

: rescued from,the officers of Gregg County, That the reason of said
reports the Longview Rifles, the military Cc:mpa.ny of € Longview, have
been stationed at the CQnﬂty Jail, where defendant is being confined
. for the past three_reeks all » for the purpose of keeping‘your said

._déféndant from'escﬁping or teing rescued, Tﬁa; your defsndant has
to-day been marched to the Court house in charge of said military
Comnanv and Capt HdDonaxa and two of his cnmpanv of the Texas Rangers
' arcund with winchesters zl1l of which is noticed by the putlic, &and

w¥hich has 1ts effect to his detriment.




. That the Court house is now packed to overflowving with excitea

'péople eagerly watching this case, and that the extra large crowd now

,:V“agi

said Court house came here because of_the_aggegtaining this to be

-

T i ——

[

the

s i?2ndint wes to be tried. - Defendant says that he is

~informed that threats have bsen made that it a change of verme is
cranted in his case that he will be mobbed by the citizens before he
can safely be carried out of Longview . He further says that for
several-weeksjevery stranger that has come to Longview ﬁr surrounding
country has teen closely watched to ascertain whether or not they were
 :herg to assist your defendant to escape or rescue him.
fﬁét_in,ihe last few days Cé?t. McDonald with some of his fangers have

““ peen sent here to watch the stranzers and prevent any one from

Vassisting.your defendant to escépe or from rescuing him. Defendant
sayS'that Gregg County is a small County, being only about I5 miles
azross east and west and about 22 miles North and South and that
Longview is a place of about 4500.people cituated atout half way
between the North and South and on the East side of said céunty, ana
is attainably situvated from every poiﬁt in said Countyv. That Locngview
is the only to¥n on any size in said COunty.and about half the vpeovle
of said.County live in said Longview and the majority of the
remainder live in the Country ﬁontiguous thereto. That all of the
-’ ﬁaiteré“hereinbef9re 58T oul are Enown all-oveTr the Tounty 0f Gress

'Eiﬂandfare'cénsidered by the psople deitrimentally to the defendant.

- Defendant -says that the officers and stock holders of said First
National Rank of Longview and all the killed and injured parties at
said bank robbery have numerous friends and relatives in this County

while your defendant has none, and your defendant is informed that




several witnesses who are residents of Gregg County ¥ill testify that

whereabouts on §h&t day are not residents of Gre g dounty, Texas, and

" are mot ¥nown in said County and all ofithefStatp wiinesses are ?ell

~ - ¥

known in said Gregg‘County giyihg the State a detidedradvantage over

a

 him, Defendant says that by reascn of the premises hereinkiefore

- ' N : - -
"

set out every gualified Jjurcr in Grezg County is more or less excited

in regard to his cause and is prejudiced against him and biased-in

‘ﬁ;fa§or of the State, whereby he cannot get a fair-and impartial trial.

A . - e

the citizens of Gregg County aré sc eager to have
. ) ° * :

aprlication for a chanze of venue with him, and he here now wakes oath
to the foregeling and asks this Court to change the venue 0f this case

of its own motion, _ B _
Jim ¥Nite - Defendant.

Sworn to and subscrited before me on this 27ith day ¢f Decewber I297.

J. H. Campbell
{L.8.) Clerk of the Ddstrict Court of Grezg County ., Texas.
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TAKE TWO

Bank-robbing Bill remains a mystes

0, who was thJs desperado
S who pulled off East Texas’
most dramatic bank robbery
on May 23, 18947
Bill Dalton was America’s most
feared outlaw when he relieved
Longview’s old First National
Bank of a couple thousand dollars
after a downtown shootout that
‘saw two townspeople and one ban-
dit die.
But 105 years after that deadly
deed, plenty of questions remain

about this infamous Dalton and his -

cohorts.

. For starters, we aren’t even sure
what to call him. His name suppos-

. - edly was William Marion Dalton,

‘although there is evidence that at

birth he actually was named

Mason Frakes Dalton.

‘And there’s the question of Dal-
“ton’s age. Most historians figure he
was 29 when shot down in Okla-

homa only two weeks after the
Longview bank robbery. However,
.some think he was born in 1860,
. which would make him 34 at his
. demise, Other birth dates given
~ include 1863 and 1866. Pick one.
© Some accounts note that Bill

Dalton once
served in the
California State -
Assembly. He
didn’t. A letter
to the California
State Archives
several years ago
confirmed that
while a Dalton
did serve in the
Golden State’s
Legislature in
the 1880s, it

Van
wasn’t our out- Craddock

law. P'm .
tempted to sug
gest that Bill would h.ave fit right

.in amongst pohtlclan types, but I
won't.)

Shoot, we aren’t even sure of the
names of Dalton’s bank-robbing
friends. One was Jim Wallace (also
cilled George Bennett). Then there
were the Nite brothers, Jim and
Bill. Or wasg it spelied Knight? Or
possibly Night? Some historians

- maintain their last name was
+ Jones, White or Littleton and that

their first hames were Asa and

* Jourd. Confused? Well, so am L.

" Another question: What did “B
& F”’ mean? When Dalton robbed
First National, he handed the bank
president a holdup note that read,
“This will introduce to you Chas.
Speckelmeyer who wants some
money and is going to have it.
(Signed) B&F.”

1t has beemssuggested that the
letters stand for “Bill & Friends,”
but we really don’t know.

And explain, please, why the
note is dated “May 23, 1893" when
the robbery occurred in 18947 Dal-
ton was killed June 8, 1894, at a
cabin in the Arbuckle Mountains

" northwest of Ardmore; Okla, Who

killed him? Some believe it was
U.8. Deputy Marshal Selden T.
Lindsey. Most credit Deputy Mar-
shall Lawson “Loss” Hart.
Posse was indicted

-One final mystery: Inhis autobi-

_ ography, Emmett Dalton (a

famous bandit in his own right)

insisted that brother Bill had been
playing with his erippled daughter,
Gracie, on the front porch of the

- Oklahoma hideaway when posse
* members shot Bill in the backina
. most cowardly manner. -

Posse members disagreed, msmtmg
instead that Dalton had bolted out’ -
a back window and, pistol drawn; "
was escaping toward some nearby‘
woods when shot down.

Fact is, though, Emmett Imght

" have been pretiy close to the truth. -
In 1896, nine of the posse members

were arrested and charged with -

murder in the shooting of Dalton.” -
A trial was to be held in Paris, -'-
Lamar County, in June of that .~ -
year. But a funny thing happened.

The Paris courthouse burned,
and so did all the official records. If”

a trial were ever held, we have no Rk

record of it.
Just one more mystery that sur
rounds Bill Dalton.

But it’s no mystery that folks =

throughout the Southwest

et

breathed a collective sigh of relief - e

when they got the news that Bill™+

Dalton would rob no more banks:™ -f‘
Reported one Texas newspaper ™
back in 1894: “With Bill Dalton

out of the way, Okiahoma and

Indian Territory are fully quahﬁed

for admission as a state.”

Van Craddeck’s e-mall address is no mystery. !t's_ '
craddock04 @aof.com.
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The bank ro

By BOB BOWMAN

Lately I've begun to wonder if
our Chambers of Commerce in
Eadt Texas haven't exhausted the
availability of suitable tourist at-
tractions. They've started promot-

ing outlaws.

Somehow, _
overtheyears, ‘. D
we've softened 2-F T
our attitudes LLTHINGS
about some of |RETESNOINI@Y
our worst out- ' o
laws and el- LRIAI \x\utxltl\\lll\:\\-\"
" evated themto . o
almost mythical roles. Histarical
markers tell us of their exploits;
‘their raids and - robberies are
chronicled in history books; and

A

ik
s

Py

we've even made movies about |

them.

I have to admit that we've had

our share of important outlaws in
. East Texas. '

One of the most famous outlaw -
crimes was in 1894 when the fa-
mous Dalton gang, headed by -
young Bill Dalton, fobbed the First
National Bank of Longview. It

~ended in a bloody gunfight that
resulted in the ullimate capture of
the outlaw band. .

After gunfights and prison
ended the careers of his fampus
brothers — Bob, Frank, Gratton
and Emmett — Bill Dalton be-
came obsessed with the idea of
making his own name more promi-
nent than that of his brothers.

Bill soon joined Bill Doolin, a
former member of-his brothers’
gang, and together they formed a
Itew gang of motley group of inis-
fits, including Jim Wallace, a cow-
boy with the habit of deserting his
women; Jim Nite, a loafer from
Okiahoma; and Bill Nite, Jim's

- young brother. Together, they
vowed to take East Texas by storm.

Jim Wallace had been married
at one time to the daughter of a
Longview farmer and told Dalton
about the prosperous First Na-
tional Bank. Choosing the bank
for their first job tumed out to be
a mistake. It was not only their
Grst job, bul the last of the Daiton

" family.

A few days later, the Longview
bank received a scrawled note in .
the mail; .

“We take this method of in-

-forming you that on or about the
23rd day of May, A.D., 1894, we -
will rob the First National Bank of
Longview. So take notice accord-
ingly and withdraw your deposit
asthisisastraight tip. For further
information, see Charles Speckle-
meyer or the undersigned. Yours
for business, B&F." : :

It later turned out Bill Dalton

~ had writien the note. The B&F

_apparently stood for “Bill. and
friends.” The bank official who -
received the note showed it to his
superiors, but they judged it to be
a hoax.

3

bbery

Butjustas planned, the Dalton
gang rode into Longview on May
23, 1894. Holding two bank offi-
cials and a customer at gunpoint,
they made their withdrawal —
taking coins, bills and $20 bank
notes — but bank president T.E.
Clemmons grabbed- Dalton's
drawn pistol. The pistol fired, but
the hammer came down on
Clemmons’ hand. Jim Nite kept
his gun leveled at Clemmons’
brother, J.R., the other bank of-
ficer. ‘

While the struggle continued,

* witnesses in the bank bolted and .

ran out the back door, jumped a
high fence to avoid Wallace, and
alerted Longview residents.

Realizing their only chance for -
escape lay in using Clemmmons
brothers as hostages, they turned
the bankers into human shields,
forcing them out the back door
and onto waiting horses.

But lawmen arrived and gun-
shots ran up and down the alley.
Seven people were weunded and
two Longview residents and
Wallace died from gunshots,

As angry townspeople hung
Wallace's body [rom a telegraph
pole, a posse was quickly orga- -
nized and rode after the remain-

- Ing gang members, traveling as - -

far north as Ardmore, Oklahoma.
Conceding they were oui of their

. element, the posse returned to

Longview in a few days.

But Bill Dalton's own mistakes
eventuaily cost him his freedom.
A few months later, he used sev-
eral of the bank notes taken in the
Longview raid to buy a wagon and
supplies near Ardmore. Authori- -
ties traced the money to Dalton,
rode oui to his home to make the
arrest, and killed him when he
tried to flee.

The two Nite brothers were .
found by lawmen in Guadalupe
County, Texas, where they were
shot.. Bill died instantly and Jim-
was seriously wounded. In 1897,
Jim wasretumed to East Texas tc
stand. trial for the bank robben
and was senteniced to 20 years ir
prison. Texas Gov. Oscar B.
Colquitt granted Nite a pardon. -
but he was later killed in'a Tulsa
saloon fight; "

Wallace's body is buried in
Greenwood Cemetery in Longview.
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