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BUMPUS HOME

On the north side of Highway 80, overlooking the small town of
Gladewater, Texas, sits a large blue house. William E. Bumpus (1874 —
1827) purchased the property January 31, 1927-1 The stately Bumpus
Home, located at the busy intersection of two major highways — TX 271
and US 80 - became an early East Texas landmark.=2

On June 2, 1873, Samuel Wilkins purchased the lot, where the
Bumpus Home now stands, from Jarret Dean.2 Annie Mae Higdon filed a
Petition against Wilkins for Judgment of Restitution for this same
parcel of land in December 1875.4 This document is the first record
of a dwelling on the property. No account has been found of another
house being built after 1875 so it is believed the original edifice is
part of the present structure.

Several additions made at various periods resulted in the two-
story home which stands today.® The dwelling s exterior has not been
significantly altered since 1932. A remodeling of the interior in 1949
reduced the original eighteen rooms to fourteen.€ One addition to the

property is an B X12° storm cellar in the front yvard. This well-

i Deed Records., Gregg County., Texas, Vol. 57, p. 473.

2 Nauty Byrd Pelphrey Mayer, Editor, Elizabeth Moore Osteen and
Mlldred Wood Barker, A53001ate Editors, G zwate
lition 197 p. 145, Gladewater. The Edltors, 1976,

8 Deed Records, op. cit.., Vol A, p. 2B3.

5, Gregg County, Texas, Case #164_
5 Maver, op. cit.

& Personal Communication, Mrs. Barbara Sue Bumpus Kutch,
(b 1932), granddaughter of William E. Bumpus, June 1, 18993.

BUMPUS HOME PAGE 1



constructed sanctuary from life-threatening storms is re—enforced with
railroad ties and concrete. At one time, twenty three Gladewater
citizens waited out a devastating tormado in this small underground
chamber.?

Bumpus family members were pioneers of HEast Texas. Caleb Bumpus
and his brother, James, came to Texas from Nash County, North Carolina
about 1842 and settled in White Oak, a small éommunity five miles east
of Gladewater. This area of Upshur County became a pﬁrt of the newly
organized Gregg County in 1873. Caleb married Minerva Jordan, a native
of Mississippi, and they had eleven children. Caleb, a farmer, also
owned s grocery store and a blacksmith shop.B®

One of Caleb’s sons, John Caleb, married Jane Allen and they had
four children: William (Will) E., Maggie, Mattie and Johnnie. Will
Bumpus married Catherine (Katie) Abigail Herris. Their nine children‘
were: Raymond, Jewel, Rosabell, Bill, Katyve Lee, Ira Dell, Codene,
Novie and John Sylvan.®

Iumbering was reportedly the most important_industry in Texas
arocund 1900. William E. Bumpus owned and operated two sawmills at
White Oak. Sawmills were one of the main economic industries in the

White Oak/ Gladewater area from i880-1910.19@

7 Ibid.

8 Mayer, op. cit. p. 144.

& TIbid.

10 Nauty Byrd Mayer, Editor, Mildred Wood Barke
Moore Qsteen, Associate Editors.

p. 7, Gladewater: The Gladewaterwﬂlrror’“1973-ﬂhm
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Will Bumpus alsc had teams of mules and did road construction
work.11 He made a major contribution to the area when his mule teams
were used to build the roadbed for U.S5. 80.1=

Will and Katie Bumpus left White Oak in 1926. They moved to
nearby Gladewater so their younger children could attend high school in
that town_ 18

- William E. Bumpus bought the property at the corner of East Upshur
and Centér Streets in 1927 from J. F. and Belva EKnox for $3,000.14
Will died later that year and left the home to his widow, Katie, and
their nine children. Katie and the younger children continued to live
there.15

Raymond Bumpus, the oldest child of William and Katie Bumpus,
married Zelma Williams. They had one child, a daughter, Barbara Sue.18
Raymond and his family lived upstairs in thé Bumpuss Home and Katie
Bumpus lived downstairs.17

Raymond was an independent o0il operator and Zelma, an

outstanding civic leader.i8 In 1932, she was a charter member of the

i1 ymmunication, op. cit.

iz
i3
14

1B

ie Tbid.
17 Personal Communication, op. cit.

is ion, op. cit., p. 144.
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Daleth Study Clubk. She was elected as the second president of this
organization.1® An active member of the Three Arts and Music Clubs,
Zelma was also instrumental in organizing the Camp Fire Girls in
Gladewater and taught the Bethany Sunday School class at the First
Baptist Church.20 Because of her community involvement, the Bumpus
Home was often used for gracious social gatherings.21

The Bumpus Home played a significant role in the history of
Gladewater during the Great Depression, oil-boom years and World War
IT. Many school teachers and other townspeople, faced with need of
respectable lodging in the midst of housing shortage, made their home
with the Bumpus family.®Z One couple, D. F. and Mavis Fink, fondly
recalled living in an apartment on the east end of the house shortly
after they married. According to an article in the ﬁilm@;mﬂixggn,
September 13, 1989, "Their vehement desire was to revisit the “Grand
01d House ", so theyv celebrated their 8lst wedding anniversary at the
“"Bumpus House” Restaurant.

Puring the early 19308 oil fires and slush pits; common to boom
towns, wére easily seen from the Bumpus Home. One outwéfmcontrol oil
well sprayed and blackened the entire town. "Black gold” ran down the
window screens on the Bumpus Home. Following this incident, many homes

and businesses were remodeled and new roofs installed.Z=2

12 Mayer, 1873 — 1973. op. cit.., p. 80.

20 Mayer,

21 Mayer, 1873 - 1973, op. cit., p- 96.

22 Persopal Commnication., op. cit.
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Roses once flourished at the Bumpus Home. Xatie Bumpus bhad a
rose garden on the east side of the house and the family picked wash
tubs full of roses. The blossoms were used for party decorations and
many given away. School children stopped by each morning to gather
roses for their teachers or friends.=24

There was a vinevard in the back vard of the home. Tﬁe family
made jelly and wine until World War II. The war-shortage of sugar
brought an end to this enjoyable hobby. Dufing wartime the Bumpuses
and their neighbors had vegetable gardens because few people could
afford to buy food.=28

Children éat on the front terrace and watched soldiers as they
marched in front of the Bumpus Home. Several military men wrote their
nemes and addresses on pieces of paper and threw them to the children
in hopes of receiving mail from them.=Z6

Katie Abigail Bumpus continued living in the Bumpus Home until
1937. She sold the home to her son, Raymond, and his wife, Zelma.
Zelma died in 1950. Raymond later married Mary Jo Fisher, a childhood
friend from Longview, Texas. Mary Jo preceded her husband in deatﬁ in
1971: Raymond died in October 1975.27

For fifty vears members of the Bumpus family lived in the Bumpus

Home. The spacious front lawn has been a landscaped, showplace for

24  Thid.
26 Tbid.
26 Tbid.

27 Mayver,
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many years. Current Gladewaterites remember Katie s dazzling display
of roses and the resplendent camellias and irises planted by, and
lovingly cared for by Raymond Bumpus.

Barbara Sue Kutch and her husband, George, sold the Bumpus Home to
Gregory K. Matatall and his wife, Janet Matatall on December 2, 1887.28

The home is now “"The Bumpus House,®” an exceptional restaurant and gift
shop, under the management of Gregory Matatall s brother, Herb
Matatall. The Matatalls have carefully preserved much of the
atmosphere of the homé of William E. Bumpus and his growing family.
Gracious furnishings of the early 1900s are throughout the house.
Conversation and laughter continue to permeate the air of the high-
ceiling rooms as it must have at when the large Bumpus family gathered
together.

The Bumpus®™ backyard vinevard is only a memory but wine can again
be enjoved at thé Bumpus House. The stﬁrm cellar, which once sheltered
people from a tornade, is now a wine cellar bordered and stocked with
the finest of wines. Its French decor provides an elegant setting for
an intimate dinner for up to four people;

The Bumpus Home is one of the main attractions in Gladewater
which is once again a boom town. Antique shops and malls now bring
thousands of people to this area. The stately, blue Victorian house,
overlooks the bustling town and continues to extend hospitality as the

“Bumpus House” just as it_did when it was home to several pioneer

families of Rast Texas.

28 Deed Records. op. cit. Vol, 187, p. 132-133.
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The Bumpus Home — For 50 years members of the Bumpus
family have lived in this house which stands high on the hiil
at the corner of East Upshur and Center Streets. The family
does not know when the house was built, but it has had
several additions made to it through the years. The late Ray
Bumpus bought the house from his mother, Mrs. W. E,
Bumpus several years after his father’s death.




The Ray Bumpus home at 201
East Upshur. This house is over
100 years old. Some of the
former owners were: Dr.
Albert Hoffman, J. H. Honea,
Otiver Bruce, Reuben A,
Hendrix, and J. Roy Knox. Ray
and Zelma Williams Bumpus
had one daughter, Barbara Sue
Kutch of White Oak.

Photo by Ben Boone.
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814 GLIMER ROAD SUTTE 3
B, &, BOX 9910
TONOVIEW, TFXAS 75608-9910
Pt 753-8708

Seale 37230

Town of Gladewater o
Yoi. I PgB ;o

Plat
HARMON R. HOKIT SURVEY A-95
' Gregg County, Texus

! ]
it o ) e
- -:'I
. swavinds, Hegletered Publie Surveyor, certify’ t-hat. 1‘.11e above llnt truly
ey t‘{.pnl" the remilts of an nctual survey made on the ground ‘n-iyersonnq,% ﬂnder my suyer
falon retlsebing “ee locstlon of the bullding from the lines” 20180 Az, Tract of lan iy

.lt,nuls:d in W Tosa of Gladewater in the HARMOM R, HOKIT SURVEY A~35, crepy County, Texas
neeording bo t,'r-u v:el, of Record recorded in Ulat Record! Yolume 1, l‘a;'e £, Jregp County,
axans and oeine more partleulorly deserdbed asz Mfollows-

%4 Inenh Tren Rod Found in the Enst HOW Line ol venter itreet ror the Wi o

the Intersection of the Esst ROW lLine o Center
lldghway 80) vears §,35°507W, 168" ft§

T ln l. o
§ el herein described {rom which
Slrnot wilh Lhe lorlh WW Line of Upshur Avemee {U, B,

LLETIOYE, 35 b, with and along the East ROW Line of Center Street to a 24" inel
Fin Qak lree for the NWC of the Traedt heredn deseribed;

85,54° 0, 150t £t,, to & 5/8 inch Iron Rod Set for the NREC of the Tract herein
described;

SIENCR: SLetTO'W, 55 O, lo a 374 ineh Sucker Rod Found for the SEC of the Tract herein

desceribed;
140' (b, to the Vlace ol PHeginning, contaluing 0.18) acres of land,

B

I b HE IR R A

“weomilding, ss shown by linds Plal, 18 wholly located on the sald tract of land and
Liere are no encroschments on sald tract of land by tuildings on the adjoining tracta.
tere are no visible highlines, pipelines ov other ntility lines on said tract of lend
slher Lhan bhose serving same, Saild traet of land 1s not in a Flood Yone,

SUINESS ny hand and UUficial Seal this the 22nd day of December, 1988 A.D.

g A

N 'm:ux.-dn,)f’[,istemd Publie Surreyor Number 3851

Job Ko, Hed 3-ad
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ADEWATER ™ 70847  GFFICE: LEE BUILDING‘qTH FLQCGR
(R14) 9453703

FIELD NOTES
: 1.2024 ACRES
- H. R. HOKIT SURVEY ABSTRACT NC. 95
&
LEWIS J. RIGSBY SURVEY ABSTRACT NO. 179
GREGG COUNTY, TEXAS

ALL THAT CERTAIN LGT, TRACT. OR PARCEL OF LAND SITUATED IN THE
CITY OF GLADEWATER, COUNTY OF GREGG, STATE OF TEXAS, BEING A PORTION
OF JHE H. R, HOKIT SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 95 AND LEWIS J. RiGSBY SUR-
VEY, ABSTRACT NO. 179, AND BEING 1,2024 ACRES OF LAND BEING ALL THAT
PORI TGN OF LAND LYING NORTHERLY OF U, S, IiGHWAY 80, ONCE PART OF THE
SAME LARD REFERENCED AS TWO TRACTS T0 W, E. BUMPUS (vouumMe 57 PaAGE
473) AND CONYEYED FROM RAY BUNPUS TO BARBARA SUE KUTCH IN A DEED DATED
JULY 23, 1971, RECORDED AS INSTRUMENT NO. 8023, OF THE DEED RECORDS OF
SALD COUNTY, SATD 1.2074 ACRES BEING MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED BY
. METES AND BOUNDS AS FOLLOWS, 7O WIT:
BEGINNING AT A 374" |RON RUD FOUND AT THE MORTHEAST BLOCK CORNER OF 80.00 reeY
WIBE RIGHT=CF-WAY OF U, 5. HiGHway nO. 80 anp 50,00 FEET WiDE RIGHT-OF~WAY OF
CENTER STREET.
THENCE: NZB235701”e, 168,00 FEET ALONG THE EAST RIGHT*OF-WAY OF CEN"
TER STREET 7O A 3/U” IRON ROD SET AT THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF

A 55'x]150" LOT ONCE OWNED BY JACK EARP, SAID ROD BEING THE
NORTHWEST CORNER OF THE TRACT HEREIN DESCRIBED,

THENCE:  $G4°04'59%¢, 150.00 FEET FEET ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID
LOT T0 A 3/U" tRON ROD SET AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF SAME,

THEWCE: N26°35°01"e, 64,29 FEET T A 3707 IRON ROD SET IN THE MORTH
FENCE LINE OF THE ORIGINAL BUMPUS TRACT, SAID ROD BEING
588°13'03%g, 9.09 FeeT FROM A 3" STEEL PIPE SET [N CONCRETE
RETAINING WALL.



THENRCE!

THENCE !

THENCE!

THENCE !

THENCE !

[

1. 2024 AC-HUKI 1 1B5BY DVY,

558°13743"e, 42,18 FEET ALONG THE OLD FENCE LINE 10 A "
STEEL PLPE POST FOUND IN A CONCRETE RETAINER WALL TO THE

SOUTH, FOR AN ANGLE POINT.

s87°2U7 1%, wiTH THE SAtD OLD FENCE 13,49 FEET To A /4"
|RON ROD SET FOR THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF THIS TRACT, AND
ALSO THE HORTHWEST CGRWER OF A CALLED 1,7990 ACRES TRACT
SURVEYED OUT THIS DATE,

sGI°59700"w, WITH THE WEST LINE OF SAID 1,7996 ACRES TRACT.

270.28 FEET TO A 3/47 10N ROD SET TO A FOINT [N A CURVE TO
THE R1GHT N THE WoRTH 8§G,00 FEET RIGHT-OF<WAY OF U. $. HIGH™
wiy 90, SAID CURVE HAVING A RADIUS OF 145,92 FEET AND A

TANGENT OF 87,02 FeET,

ALONG SAID CURVE AN ARC DISTANCE OF 173.71 FEET AND A LONG
cHoAD NG67°27°14"w, 173,50 FEeT To A 3/4" IRON ROD SET FOR
POINT OF TANGENT OF THIS CURVE,

NG3°067 41w, 140,01 reeT atonG 80,00 FEET WIDE RIGHT-OF-WAY
OF U, 5. HIGHWAY B0 TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING AND CONFAINING
1,202l ACRES OF LAND.

THERE BEING 0.4194 ACRE OF LAND IN THE LEWIS J. RIGSBY SURVEY
anD 0,783 ACRE IN THE H. R, HOKIT SURVEY.

LGo, TEXAS REGESTERED PUBLIC SURVEYOR M), 4430, Do HEREBY

CERTIFY WiTll SEAL AND SIGMNATURE THAT THESE FIELD NOTES REPRESENT A SURYEY MADE
UPON THE GROUND, AND THAT THE DESCRIPTION AS GIVEN 1§ TRUE AND CORRECT TO THE

BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE AND BELIEF.
GIVEN UNDER MY HAMD AND SEAL ONM TH1S THE 9TH__ DAY OF JECEMBER , 1987,

. JA

s ,,1’74

PAUL A, HIDALGC
REGISTERED PUBLIC SURVEYOR TEXAS
wo. 4490

METROFLEX JOB NO.!
METROFLEX PHONE !
METROFLEX REP, !
HMETROFLEX CLIENT !
METROFLEX JOB NAME!

sr8/cll/ if
gus-5763

JOAN €, MC CRARY

KUTCH - ALLEN

1,2020 fcres -H.R, Hoxit A-95 & L.J. Ricsay A-179

GREGG COUNTY, TEXAS,
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A TR i Ly 3. -
The Bumpus Home — For 50 years members of the Bumpus
family have lived in this house which stands high on the hill
at the corner of East Upshur and Center Streets. The family
does nol know when the house was built, but it has had
several additions made fo It through the years. The late Ray
Bumpus bought the house from his mother, Mrs. W. E,
Bumpus several years after his father's death,

Phdtograph taken from Gladewater, Texas Bicentennial Edition 1976, p. 145
pub. Nauty Byrd Mayer, et. al., Gladewater, Tex., 1976.

Note: original glossy print lost,




Photograph taken fromlGladewater, Texas 1873-1973, p. 47, pub: Naufy Byrd
Mayer, et, al,, Gladewater, Tes., 1973. :

Note: original glossy print lost,

The Ray Bumpus home at 201
Easl Upshur. This house is over
100 years old. Some of the
former owners were: Dr.
Albert Hoffman, J. H. Honea,
Oliver Bruce, Reuben A.
Hendrix, and J. Roy Knox. Ray
and Zelma Williams Bumpus
had one daughter, Barbara Sue
Kutch of White Qak.

Photo by Ben Boone.
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. Gregg County Historical Commission
Norman W. Black, D.D.S. 417 Mobberly Avenue ' - Phone
Chairman Longview, Texas 75602 903-757-2261

November 16, 1993

Cynthia Beeman, Administrator
Official Texas Historical Markers
Local History Programns

Texas Historical Commission

P, 0. Box 12276

Austin, Texas 78711

Re: Bumpss Home historical marker applicatlon.
Dear Cynthia:

For many years the people of Gladewater and Gregg County who are inter-
ested in historical preservation have wanted this home designated with
an RTHL. A few years ageo when the Matatalls purchased the property and
began to repair the structures I was concerned about how they were going
to do it, They 4id it the "right way": missing boards were replaced
with the proper types of boards, etc. I was very concerned that they
would destroy the storm cellar, Instead, they not only preserved it but
made 1t into a very exclusive private dining room complete with, wine
racks. The restaurant housed in the house is called "The Bumpgs House"
and the owners, I think, would have liked the proposed H. M. entitled
that. However, the local citizens have traditionally called it the Bum-
pgs Home., I have tried to stay with that designation.

I trust the application is complete. The owner, Janet Matatall, has been
mest helpful in providing me with the information I needed. The narrative
was written by Marilyn Crisp who has had an affection for this fine old
house for many years,

Sincerely,

Hoimer

Enc:



TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

P.O. BOX 12276 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711-2276 512/463-6100

November 30, 1993

Dr. Norman Black, Chair
Gregg CHC

417 Mobberly Avenue
Longview, TX 75602

RE: BUMPUS HOUSE
Medallion and plate w/o post
Job # 07794

Dear Dr. Black:

We have received the above-referenced marker application. The application will be reviewed and evaluated

' by the Texas Historical Commission staff in the order in which it has been received. Currently, there
is a four to six month wait between the time marker applications are received and evaluated. Because
applications for Recorded Texas Historic Landmark designations (RTHL) require an architectural review in
addition to an historical eva?uatlon, RTHL applications may take s1ightly Tonger. Should additional
information be needed for the review, we will contact you and any parties 1isted below at that time.
After any deficiencies have been corrected, we will send copies of the apphcatron to the members of the
State Marker Review Board, who will make the final determination of the topic’s acceptability for
marking. ,

We will notify all parties as soon as the marker comiittee makes its decision. If the topic 1s approved

for marking, payment will be requested at that time. IFf not approved, the application will be returned
along with a letter of explanation.

Because of the variables involved in the marker proéess, and because we must coordinate our orders with
the schedule of the contracting foundry, we suggest that the date of the marker dedication not be set
until the completed marker 7s received.

- We appreciate the effort made to record thrs topic. Should there be any questrons about the status of
this marker apphcatmn please contact me at 512/463-5853.

Sincerely,

Egi . Kaase

Office Manager -
- Local History Programs

pc: Janet Matatall
P.S. Please submit at Jeast one historic (pre-1944) photograph of the houseappearance (pre-1944) and

current photos of all sides of the building’'s exterior. Also, our standard is to use the word “House",
rather than “Home" in marker {itles. :

The State Agency for Fistoric Preservation



CURTIS TUNNELL
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

P.O. BOX 12276 AUSTIN, TEXAS 7871I-i276 {TELEPHONE) 512-463-6100 (FAX) 512-463-6095 ~ (RELAY TX) 1-800-735-2989 (TDD)
Date: February 14, 1994
¥,
Re: BUMPAS HOUSE

Gregg County, Job #07794

To: ' '6 Norman Black
Janet Matatall

Our staff has conduicted a preliminary review of the above-mentioned historical marker application.
Before we can complete our evaluation, however, we need the following information. We will place the
application on hold until all requested material is received.

- We need to know a little more about the evolution of the house:

* What specific mention in the 1875 document cited in footnote #4 related to the awelling on
the property, and on what evidence do you base the conclusion that a circa-1875 structure is
incorporated into the current house? :

* What were the dates and nature of alterations mentioned on page 1 of the narrative? If the
house was altered from a one-story to a two-story structure, we would like some specific
information regarding that alteration, as well. Afso, in what year was the storm cellar
constructed? ‘

* When was the current brick wall/terracing built in front of the house?

* Photographs — We still need historic photographs of the house, If available. Do you know the
date of the image in the enclosed copy? Since much of the house Js obsctred by trees in the
black and white photographs you sent with your application, it would help if you could take
another set of pictures now duting winter, with the leaves off the trees, which might provide
-better views of the house. Color photographs are acceptable. Also, please try to take one
photograph to replicate the view in the enclosed historic view.

Please note that this is not a rejection of your application, but simply a request for more information. Do
not hesitate to-contact me If you have any questions.

Sincersly,
' W
L -

Cynthia J. Beeman, Administrator

Official Texas Historical Markers

Local History Programs

Enc.

The State Agency for Historic Preservation



The Bumpus Home — For 50 years members of the Bumpus
family have lived in this house which stands high on the hill
at the corner of East Upshur and Center Streefs. The family -
does not know when the house was built, but it has had
several additions made o it through the years. The lale Ray .
? Bumpus bought the house from his mother, Mrs. W. E.
Bumpus several years after his father’'s death.

Photograph taﬁen_fibm Gladewater, Texas Bicentennial Edition 1976, p. 145
pub. Nauty Byrd Mayer, et, al., Gladewater, Tex., 1976, .

Note: original glossy priat lost.




| - Gregg County Historical Commission
Norman W. Black, D.D.S. 417 Mobberly Avenue Phone
Chairman Longview, Texas 75602 | - 9037572261

March 15, 1994

Cynthia J. Beeman, Administrator
Official Texas Historical Markers
Local History Programs

Texas Historical Commission

P.0. Box 12276

Austin, Texas 78711

Re: Bumg%% House, Gregg County, Job # 07794
Dear Cynthia:
This is in response to your letter of February 14, 1994.

Footnote # 4, I was unable to find an 1875 document but I am enclosing
copies of two documents as evidence of a dwelling in 1872 and later, both
listed in the Abstract of Title to the property: a deed dated Dec. 20,
1872 and filed Jan. 16, 1873, from Jarrett Dean to Texas & Pacific Rail-
way Co., and an excerpt from an interrogatory of Jane E. Wilkins in a
civil suit on Jan. 27, 1877. As to the statement that a circa-1875
structure is incorporated into the current house: +this is only a legend
"handed down" without any known documentation.

Alteration mentioned on page 1 of the narrative. The only Bumpgé family
member with any information on the subject is Barbara Sue Kutch (pronounc-
ed Kootch), daughter of Raymond Bump%s and grand-daughter of William E.
Bumpas. ©She does not know exactly what and when alterations of the house
were done. However, the information on the storm cellar is better. J.

Roy Knox bought the property Aug. 5, 1915 {p. 9% of the abstract) and

built the storm cellar shortly thereafter, according to Raymond Bumpas.

He told his daughter the cellar had railroad crossties and concrete on the
top. A story is that once in 1922, twenty people crowded it during a storm.

The current brick wall/terracing in front of the house was done by owners
George and Janet Matatall in 1992.

The photograph copy you sent had to have been made by Raymond Bumﬁ%s in
1941 or before, according to Barbara Sue Kutch who told me Raymond made
this photograph before he went to New York to study professional photo-
graphy in 1944, She still owns much of Raymond's photographic equipment
including the old Speed-Graphic which he used to make this photograph.



Enclosed are two recently printed photographs (so neat I hated to mark on
‘them)., Photo # 1 was made before U.3. highway 80 was paved (note the grade
level of the front yard), probably before 19i4. Vol. 26, p. 319 of the
Gregg County Deed Records refers to this road as the Gladewater and Long-
view Public Road. Prior to that it was known locally as "The Wagon Road".
The road grade was cut down for the paving of U.S. 80. U.S 80 formerly
was U.S. 15. The first paving of the road was in 1917, according to Kay
Tipps in her article in Gladewater, Texas, Bicentennial Edition, pp. 57-
59. Photograph # 2 was made by Raymond Bumpas in 1936.

Cynthia, as soon as I possibly can I will go to Gladewater and try to
replicate the view in the enclosed historic view., I had just forgotten
about this sentence in your letter. '

I hope this information will add some depth to the application.

Sincerely,

Loman

Enc.



&“DEED
| Bated Dec. 30 1872.
T0 | Flled Jan. 16, 1873..
| Reoorded in Vol P. Page 23b
TEXAS & PACIFIO RATLWAY COe Debd Raoords, Upshur Co. Taxaa.
CONSIDIRATION:  $6.00 pald.
" AGKNOWLEDAED before Jas. A. Derrick, Cleris
By . A._Blanoh,.one of the subsoribing Witnessés;ﬁjan. 16,‘1675.
DDSOWIPTION'
3ltuaste Ln the bounty of Upshur .within the limits
of the said.town of Mladewater, on the line of the T &P

Hallway on both sides of the track, belng & portion of the

D. B« Choatb hendrlﬂht survey,

_ and known, numbsred and deslgnatﬁﬁ
upon a map and plan of sald town of Glaaewater, to be here-
after reaorded in the proper offlce at tllmer, as Blooks
Nos. 6, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18, 30, 31, 32, 34, 36, b9,

also the wost half of No. 44, and the N. half of No. B7, my .
purpose belngz to oonvey to gaid Compasny alternate blooks as
near as praotiouble of all portlona of pald town sltuate

upon my 1ands and for the oonnlderation aforesald, ebto.

-'O"'O"O"'O*0-0"0'0"0"'0-0"0-0"0-




CANNIE M. HISDON PLAINTIFF'S ORIGINAL PETITION.
' Plled December 7th, 1876,

¥3: NO.164 | Taken from original papers on

| file in the offlce of the List.

 SAMUEL WILKINS AND .
JANE E. WILKIN3, HIS WIrm., Clerk of Gregg County, Toxas

IN THT DISTRIOT COURT OF GREGG ¢0., TEXAS.
JANUARY TERM, A. D. 1876.

THE SPATS OF THXaS |
'GREGH COUNTY. I
. To the Honorable Diatrict &ourt of sald vounty:
| . Mra. Annle M. Higden, complaining df'ﬁamuéIINIIklnB‘
‘énd Jane 3. Wilkins, his wife, represents that all of the aforg- L
sald parties reslde in sald bounty of urepg, and that on the 12th
day of November. A. D, 1875, pluintlff was lawfully selzed and

' possassed of two town lots of land in the Town of tladewater,

- Gregg County and 3tate of Texus, with their appurtananoes here~
.: ihaftar desoribed, holding the Bame in fes simple; That on'the

- day and year last aforesald defendants entered upon 8ald premlses and
ejected plaintlff therefrom and unlawfully withholds from _
plaintiff the possesslon thereof. to her damage $16500.00: That
the pramisea 80 entered upon and unlawfully wlthheld by dafendants
from plaintlff are known and distihguished as follows, to=wit: B

im Two town lots, one of said town lots of land is
'-altuated in the Town of ﬂladawuper, 3tate aﬁd vounty aforqaaid;

~and known and designated on the plat of sald town of Gladewater

a8 Lot 1 Iin Block 6, on Uentser 3treet end Rmlilroad Avenue;‘the

oont'd -



A

#164. D. C. oont'd

~ ‘dwelling house and its

Orig. Pet. page 2

same being a part of Martha Dillard Headright eurvey, on which
sald lot there Is situated a store house, the rent of which said .

lot and appurtenances 1ls worth the sum of rive Dollars per month;

'. The other lot L8 also situated in the wown of Gladewater, County

and state aforesald, and 1s known and designated on the plat of
gald Town of Mladewater as Block 27, fronting on Center Street

and Upshur Avenue, the Bame being a part of the Martha villard

a1

Headright survey, d*i&%ﬁfﬁéfé*ié“hdw“StandingJa*

'ﬁﬁhhﬁbes. the rent whioch saild lot
and appurtenanoes L3 worth the sum of Ten Dollars per month;' “¥ .
Wherefore, plaintlff prays that defendants snd |
qaoh of them be -olted to answer this petition, at the next term
of the Distriet Court to be held in and for sald obunty.of Gregg;

and that she huve Judgment for the restitution of the above des-

| eribed premises and for her damarses and for rent of the afore-

desoribed premlses, and for all costs of sult and for general

relief.

Burke & Terry, Attys. for PLEf.

&2
-
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The Bumpus Home — For 50 years members of the Bumpus
family have lived in this house which stands high on the hill
" al the corner of Easl Upshur and Cenfer Sireets. The family
does not know when the house was byilt, but it has had
several additions made to i through the years. The lafe Ray

? Bumpus boughi the house from his mother, Mrs. W. E,
MO,[-O . Bumpus several vyears afler his father's death.

’D@j(ﬁf %?\> Eq/—H or bedore,

' - 4o leter: VW Rleck
re&m\uﬂw YZ)tEQMéh}_Mt’JV"-If/ f"?ﬂ()

Photograph taken from Gladewater, Texas Bicentennial Edition 1976, p. 145
pub. Nauty Byrd Mayer, et. al., Gladewater, Tex., 1976.

Note: original glossy print lost.




< =

s
2N

e

S
o T

< N

p ; F H R ; -} - '
————
B i ST

R e SATL R

o e sy Ihoh T
BUMP-!L Haovasg

20t &, Upshw Ave.

G,_[aalewg,+€i-| Grerg Cd.’ Tex .,

Phyto civea IGiH, Phita

oo Raqmond Bowpas

E (Eg Lot ame e Ty




2 0N E—'_UPSL\U’V‘ A ve.
G ledeuweder, Bresa Co., TRx.

)

Phude arvee [Fdb. Phpto by
\23\/“«%#«\&' @VMPC?)




 GLADEWATER, TEXAS

" BICENTENNIAL EDITION
1976



Tipp’s Travels

By KAY TIPPS

The Tipps familly is a native East Texas one. All seven of
the children of Charlie and Minnle Tipps — Joe, Fred, Jessie,
Sam, Steve, BIll and Kay — were born in Henderson.

tn 1919 the family pulled up stakes from the beautiful tall
pines and farm lands of Carlise. They loaded their househoid
goods, the best of their horses, mules, cows and a few
chickens onto the train and headed for thelr first oll field In
Rath County.

At the first water stop the conductor came through the
wach. He had already gotten on tous about running back and
forth in the alsle to the water cooler which we had found
fascinating {the first we had ever seen). When you pushed
the little silver button in, ihe bubbles would go to the top of
the water jar. ‘And those dinky litle folding cups were
something else. Each family had thelr own as you didn’t
dare drink after anyone,

No doubt the conductor had reason to be aggravated as
there were several other familles on the train. | remember
Mother saying that he didn’t have to be so crabby. In our
home there was always love and faughter and at the present
time this was our home,

Then he gave us our next fongue-lashing. 1t was very warm
and we were getting restless. The windows were raised for
fresh air. The boys were hanging outside waving thelr hands

“and acting slily when they looked back. Around the bend
was oui pet ““Spot” really making time on those four little
feet of his. Well, he jolned our menagerie, and Crabby got all
the bodles and arms back Inside mumbling to himseif, “"Why
did they ever leave the farm?” '
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A few months later we decided Lingleville wasn’t so hot.- It
was a long, hard winter with Icicles four and five feet long.
Living in a boarded-up tent was a new and unwanted
experience for us. There was another oil field fo go to. By
now the family was becoming accustomed to the life of
boomers. ' '

Soon we were off fo Desdemonia. As Noah would say, It
rained forty days and forty nighfs.”” Teams and irucks
bogged down in the streets. Things staried looking up a little
for vs. There was lots of work for everyone and teams of .
horses and mules were in big demand as so many locations
were many miles off the roads and difficult for trucks
because of the heavy rains.

Dad’s twin brother and his family [oined us. The first big
job Dad landed was the construction of the main road going
fhrough fown. |t would require a lot more horses, mules and
equipment than we had. But soon 1t was rolllng from early
morning HI late at night. Mr. Charlie and Mr. Jess "‘were
doing their thing.”

We found a nice place to live. The corrals and bunkhouses
were out back of our house and my mother and sister cooked
for all the hired hands. - '

Fred was responsible for the harness room. He loved
beautiful harnesses. He saw to It that each of the hands
cleaned and put everything carefully where it belonged. At
the end of the day they would go for a swim In the creek as
they had cutgrown the number three washiub. Later In the
evenings Joe played the French harp so beautifully.

Bill and | were in school most of the day but we too had our
part of the chores to do in the evening. Keeping the stove
wood box on the back porch fllled was number ane on our list.



The men kept a large pile of wood cut and stacked out
behind the house and we worked from there. We often got a
good spell of the giggles always at the most unexpecied
times.

One evening Mother was ina hurry, but just as we got our
arms loaded, a stick fell off and hit my loe. Bill thought this
was funny. We giggled until every stick fell to the ground.
Our sides were splitting with laughter until we saw Mr.
Charlle coming with his belt in his hand.

Then there was the night when the rusllers came and stole
‘every plece of harness we owned. Cieaned out out lock, stock
and barrell,

Sam and Steve were growing up and experiencing ltchy
fingers Yo drive cars. When the preacher would be ealing
Sunday dinner and getting all the white meat of the chicken,
the rest of us had 10 wait for the second lable. We would go
out and climb all over the preacher’s car. Sam would
unscrew the spark plugs and anything else he could get loose,
only 1o show everyone later what a good mechanic he was.

Well, Mr. Charlie sorta’ got out of the teaming businss and
bought a few trucks. We moved downlown and ook over the
Patace Hotel. Dad began lo stay out of the field more and
help Mother with the large tamily style dining room open to
the public.

Alter a few years of the hotel business, we pullled stakes
again and moved 1o Breckenridge. Dad took over several
cafes. Mother's health was failing, Steve had gone to work for”
Boone's Tire Shop, learning all about tires in the daytime and
dancing af night. Later, in East Texas, he became known as
stevador Stomp to his buddies an the dance floor,
~ Then the first spoke of our family whee! was broken — we
lost Mother. As soon as school was out we all seemed fogoln
different directlons. The restlessness was always there. Soon
we heard of the discovery well at Joinerville. This was just a
few miles from the farm we had lived on, but we didn’ have
{he farm o goback fo. Without a doubt that’'s where we could

Y T S oy

BenF.

Adams’ Cafe1931. Manon center stool, Mike. Ben behind counter.

have found the treasure we were seeking.

A short time later we were all back together again making
our homes in Gladewater. Believe me, we had never seen a
boom like this oné before. Once agalin there was laughter. ‘

Mo doubt many longtime residents will remember Mr.
Charlie. He actually thought the Minute Cafe couldn’t open
Hs doors in the morning without him being there. |t was on
this corner he fold many a tali tale to the driilers and
roughnecks and tipped his hat to the ladies.

o« Sreibhd

D. B. Martin Service Siaﬂon 302 S. Tyler

'During the boom, Highway 80 between Gladewater ahd
Longview was called Main Street of Texas. Consecutive
house numbers were assigned for addresses.
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1931--1932

it rained from Thanksgiving till July. )

Dallas 1s a little over 100 miles west of Gladewater.
" pavement stopped 30 miles outside of Dallas. In Gregg
"County lhere was one modern hard surface road—from
Gladewater to Longview———approximaiely 14 miles then. This
“strefch of U.5. Hwy. 15 {now 80) was paved in 1917 and some
of it I still In existence and used foday.

The highways out of Gladewater west and south were
myashboard’’ iron ore gravel. On bad days, with the raln and
traftic, it could take 10 to 12 hours to travel the 14 miles to
Kilgore. .

Most of the steel for derricks and plpe for wells was
brought in by rall, but had fo go 1o drilling sltes by truck or
mule team wagons. Steel tank scows pulied by mules were
used in the worst places out In the field. The State Highway
Depariment put crosstles at the worst place on the highways.
Some of these stretches were qulte long (one place a mile and
a half}. Men recall seeing as many as.16 mules hauling
bollers etc. on Gladewater streets.

Horses would sometime get belly deep after a particuiarly
hard rain. As the brick bulldings were construcied, concrete
sidewalks were included by the buitders. in front of the frame
buslness buildings there were board walks.

Many businesses were started in tents with dirt floors (for
instance McKalg Chevrolet which 1s the oldest continuous
business In the city}.

There were 400 wells In the city. Each well requires bollers
for power, slush pits, 4,000 feet of pipe, etc. These wells were
drilled on city lots In the front yard or the back. Imagine
siting In your house, 25 feet from the drill stem, with the
boiler going full bias and the plpe clanking. The constant
nolse we lived with was unbellevable. After a well was
completed, a flare was required to burn off waste gas which
came out of the hole with the oil. Pipes were standing like
candles 30 or 40 feet in the alr. Each had a flame 20 to 50 feet
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high when the well was in operation. The flames on the flares
at a refinery were over 100 feet high. Of caurse this precious
gas would not be wasted today, but there was no market for it
then. At one time there were 26 operating refineries in the
city iimits.

Men without homes offen slept on newspapers on the
ground under the flares in winter for warmth. Night was well
dluminated and with the 400 welils and 26 refineries, the
danger of explosion was a constant factor, The town was
fortunate that an uncontroliable fire didn‘t get started.

The first Gladewater well came In in January 1931, In the
fall, winter, and spring 1931-1932 there were between seven
and ten ihousand living where less than 500 had been counted
in the 1930 census.

SEAOF MUD — It rained slx inches durlng a short period
in the spring of 1931. Roads, bad enough in dry weather,
became impassable.
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- Bumpus House nominated
for Texas Historical Marker

" Three Texas Historical Markers
will soon be dedicated in Gregg
County and a fourth site located in
Gladewater is being considered for
a marker by the Texas Historical
Commission in Austin.

The announcement was made
during the Gregg County Historical
Commission’s annual meeting, held
May 2.

- The THC has approved markers
for Shiloh = Baptist Church,
Longview's First Presbyterian
Church and the Longview Commu-
nity Center. A recently submitted
#pplication for a marker for
Gladewater's Bumpus home awaits
a decision.
*  Dr. Norman Black, chairman of
the GCHC, reported three historical
marker dedications during 1993:
the former site of Longview High
School and “New Deal” Era in Kil-
ore, as well as a private ceremony
eld July 4 near Gladewater which
dedicated the John Ben Shepperd
grave marker. Gladeites Nauty
Byrd Mayer, Elizabeth Osteen and
Mildred Basker represented the
commission at the local service,

¢ Franklin Martin purchased a re-

placement medallion for the Early
- Teague home in Longview. Three
historical markers are refinished:
the Early Teague Home description

plate; the 1&GN, Missouri-Pacific -

- Railroad Station and Alexander In-
+ stitute, both in Kilgore. :
Gregg County commissioners

recently appointed Carol Morris
Little to serve in the GCHC. Mrs.
Litfle prepared many historical
marker applications while serving

.on the Harrison County Historical
Commission. Her expertise is a
valuable asset to the GCHC as peo-
ple in this county frequenty re-
quest assistance with markef appli-
cations. ‘

. Dr. Black reporied the Texas
Department of Agriculture's Family
Farm Heritage Program lists four
such farms in Gregg County though
many others meet the requirements.
Any farmland which has remained
in the same family and continu-
ously produced for 100 years is eli-
gible for this designation.

A recent development in Gregg
County  historical preservation is
the World War Il Victory Museum,
owned and operated by the Lone

. Star Wing of .the Confederate Air

Force, Col. Gene Martin is the di-
rector.

Dr. Black, reporter Charlotte
Aligood Black of Longview and
Virginia Long of Kilgore repre-
sented GCHC at the 1994 Texas
Historical Preservation Conference
held April 28-30 in San Angelo.
Mrs. Long is also a member of the
Texas Historical Commission.

GCHC is an arm of the county
government, appointed by the
county judge and comumissioners
coutt. It is the responsibility of the
GCHC (0 protect the county's his-
torical heritage. The most visible of
the commission's functions is the
acquisition of cast aluminum his-
torical markers on highways and
buildings. ‘

Other activities of the GCHC
include surveying historic sites and
structures, marking historic places,
coordinating marker dedication -
ceremonies, encouraging and coop-
eraling with others in any activity-
relativé to preservation of local

history. .
~ Gladewater members are Mrs.
Mayer, secrctary, Mis. Osteen,

Mrs. Barker and Sondra Daniel.



TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

P.O. BOX 12276 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711-2276 512/463-6100

July'S, 199%

Janet Matatall
P. O, Box 421
Big Sandy, TX 75735

RE: BUMPUS HOUSE _ ' 201 E. Upshur, Gladewater
medallion and plate without post Job § 07794, Gregg County

Dear Ms. Matatall:

H
This letter is to motify you that the State Marker Review Board has reviewed and approved the above-
referenced structure for the Recorded Texas Historic Landmark (RTHL) designation., This special status,
awarded to properties deemed worthy of preservation for their architectural integrity and historical
asgociations, conveys a measure of legal protection to the building. Notification of any modifications to
the exterior of this structure should be made to the Texas Historical Commission at least 60 days prior to
the commencement of work. Please refer to the enclosed brochure for further information on the RTHL
designation.

Payment for the marker, in the amount of $350.00, is now due. Please complete and return the enclosed
Payment Form at your earliest comwvenience. Once payment for the marker is received, the application will
be placed in line to have the marker inscription written. The inscription will not be written until after
funds have been received. When the text is prepared, a copy will be sent to you and any parties listed
below for review and approval.

The Texas Historical Commission congratulates you on the preservation of this fine structure and
. appreciates your effort to record Texas history in this mamer.

Sincerely,

C«,ﬁv\%&u‘m O e

Cynthia J. Beeman, Administrator

" Official Texas Historical Markers

Local History Programs

pe: Dr. Norman Black, Gregg C.HC‘/

The State Agency for Historic Preservation




Texas Historical Commission Staff (RMO), 6/13/95
Texas Historical Medallion and Plate without posf, for wobd
Gregg County (Job #07794)

Location: 201 Upshur, Gladewater

BUMPUS HOUSE®*

THIS HOUSE IS BELIEVED TO HAVE

BEEN BUILT ABOUT THE TURN OF THE

CENTURY (AREA SAWﬁILL OWNER AND

ROAD BUILDER wiLLIAM E.BUMPUS
AND HIS WIFE CATHERINE (HARRIS)

PURCHASED THE PROPERTY IN 19274

THE BUMPUS HOUSE IS A WELL-

PRESERVED EXAMPLE OF A LARGE
DWELLING WITH COLONIAL REVIVAL

DETATILS (DORMERS, GABLE ENDS)AND

CRAFTSMAN INFLUENCES (TAPERED BOX

SUPPORTS ON BRICK PIERS),A LOCAL
LANDMARK, THE HOUSE REMAINED IN
THE BUMPUS FAMILY UNTIL 19874%%
SESQUICENTENNIAL OF TEXAS STATEHOOD 1845-1995%%%*
RECORDED TEXAS HISTORIC LANDMARK - 1994%%%

*1/2 inch lettering

*%3/8 inch lettering
*%x%1/4 inch lettering
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Bumpus House
"officially "
historical

The two-story Bumpus
House on Highway 80 at
Center Street has a long
history in Gladewater.
Late last week the home
became an official his-
toricallandmark of Texas.
The Texas Historical
Commission accepted the
home as a historical site
and commissioned a His-
torical Medallionin 1994.
Members of the Gregg
County Historical Society
placed the medallion on
the front of the home last
week. The house was oc-
cupied by the Bumpus
family until 1987. .~




Gregg County Historical Commission

Norman W, Black, D.D.S. 417 Mobberly Avenue Phone
Chairman Longview, Texas 75602 903-757-2261

: FAX
July 9, 1996 903-753-5337

Cynthia J. Beeman, Administrator
Official {Texas Historical Marker Program
Tecas Historical Commission

P. 0. Box 12276

Austin, Texas 78711

Re: BUMPUS HOUSE
Job#: 07794

Dear Cynthia:

This is a sad culmination of a long process. It seems no one in Glade-
water was really interested enough in this project to have a formal dedi-
cation ceremony. The enclosed report for our flles probably says it all.
I am enclosing a photograph of the marker in place for your records.

Best regards.

Sincerely,

P.3. After I placed the marker I went to the Gladewater Chamber of
Commerce and told them what I had done. They contact the Gladewater

Mirror which published a nice photo about the historical marker.
I am also enclosing a copy of the photograph and article.

A

Ene. - 3.



BUMPUS HOUSE

OFFICIAL TEXAS HISTORICAL MARKER

This marker was installed on the wood siding immediate
to the right of the front'door of the house between the door
and a window.

There was no ceremony. The restaurant (formerly the
"Bumpus House Restaurant") has been closed for several
‘months. An employee of the owner, Janet Matatall, lives in
the house but was not at héme at ﬁhe time of installation.

Mrs. Matatall and former owner and resident, Barbara
Sue Bumpus Kutch, were advised and approved of this earlier

this day, June 21, 1996, 4:00 P.M.
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Bumpus House
"officially "
historical

The two-story Bumpus
House on Highway 80 at
Center Street has a long

history in Gladewater.
Late last week the home
became an official his-
toricallandmark of Texas.
‘The Texas Historical
Commission accepted the
home as a historical site
and commissioned a His-
torical Medallionin 1994.
Members of the Gregg
County Historical Society
placed the medallion on
the front of the home last
week. The house was oc-
cupied by the Bumpus
family until 1987.



